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SIRS, 

Lr presenting the following pages 

^ to Tour Majesty, I perform a duty at onoe 

pleasing to myself and useful to the world* 

^ ^^To me it .is a feeling of unmixed delight^ that 

^ I am thus enabled to record the illustrious 

Z deeds of your great General; and that delight 

^ is augmented by the hope, that this faithful 

' history of them will obtain Tour Majesty*s 

^ approbation ; while to the world it must ever 

^ afford jx useful example, to behold the career 

^v. of a successful Conqueror, fighting in the 

cause of liberty, of virtue, and of honour, 
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IV DEDICATION* 

aftd nobly rewarded by his Sovereign for the^ 
achievement of his renowned deeds. 

Your Majesty inDst have experienced no 
common sentio^fe^it of exultgtiifti and felicity^ 
in the brilliant termination of that contest in 
which y^u So pron^ly^ligsg^^ Irhen the 
auspicious moment presented itself for a wise 
and efficient co-operationj nor can Tour Ma- 
jesty recal the series of warlike triumphs by 
which that succesi^ tvas obtained, without flnd- 
1^ t^e njund i^^jijiicher viai^yifibmped on 
alf/ , It yr^vld b^ di^cpU tQ d^^er^iiiie wbeth«i> 
i| l^ iQQfe glorious tO: hare ooaquered in 
%^dk ^ causeu br:W>th:isudb a General. 

Blf^t while: we thus pay the: tribute of out 
^ratitu^e gpd adnjiratipn.:to the virtues: of 
Yqvf Majesty, and tb^ transcendent exploits 
ef the vepcrable Heror, let us not forget the 
patii^i&m, th^ acdpur, the intrepidity, and 
the fortitude of |he. people : they seconded 
vv^Ufe a nofele z^^al, worthy of themiselves and 
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tlidr aHjpestafSi the efforts of ' their do^msreigiii 
The cry of battle rang in their eats ; the loTe 
of independence was in their hearts. They 
r«mQ»beM< the deeds of their forefather^, 
and^ as if animaited by one soul^ they arose ill 
the fulness of their strength^ buckled on their 
shield^ and Qiarched to victory er death. The 
descendants .of Hermann were not slow to 
chase the foul invader from their fields: they 
sprang to arms— they fought — they conquered. 
They carried their avenging swords to the 
doors of their oppressors, and there they sheath- 
ed them; thus exhibiting to the world Uie 
afiecting and sublime spectacle, of an insulted 
but magnanimous nation, proudly shaking off 
the fetters that tyranny and fraud had imposed, 
and generously disdaining to retaliate upon the 
vanquished the evils they had suffered. 

Such, Sire, is the picture which the follow- 
ing volume displays ; and in the various groups 
of which it is composed, Bliicher, the idol of 
his ajrmy, the favourite of his Soyereign, and 
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n DEDICATION. 

the benefactor of mankind, stands pre-enii-!> 
nently conspicuous, 

. With feelings of the lno$t profound respect^ 
permit me to subscribe myself^ 

Sire, 

Yotif Majesty*s most faithful. 

And most devoted Servant, 

MMES EDWARD MAESTON. 
ffamhurgA^ ^ 
4ugua 18)5. 
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PREFACE. 



It is the duty of the biographer to detail every 
trait of character, to portray every feature, whe- 
ther'itaxnped ivitk the image of virtue or of yiee. 
ESfch page is to pfes^nt something to praise or 
admffe,"pr to display a portrait that may create 
disgust and contempt. But when he fortunately 
has for his subject one of the most valiant, skil- 
ful, and prosperous coftinfanders of his time, his 
Gfidyvia&MnAis&.t^Qfr,br:to^ud$a* tbft ib«me of his 
itii^m^s Ifc^restteg as weJl as useful. The limits 
of sucti an QndertaTcing cannot be strictly defined. 
Contrast is the soul of narration ; and' in noticing 
the illustrious actions, greatness, and military ge- 
nius of our Hero, we ought surely not only to 
embrace the mention of those g&llant soidie^Si 
who Inay with justice be ranked in the line of his 
equals, but also those who have disgraced humanity, 
though the recollection of their deeds must ever 
create both horror and detestation. This is the 
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XU TKETACti 

system upon which the present volume has beeti 
formed, and our exertions have been principally 
directed to the procuring and collecting every in- 
formation, that could be derived from original 
and authentic sources ; we are therefore willing to 
hope, that no material occurrence has escaped our 
diligent and extensive search, as every sketch that 
has appeared in the German language of Bliicher's 
life, and the events of the late war, particularly 
what has been written by General Count Gneise- 
nau, and General Miiffling, has been carefully 
examined and faithfully translated. It is a grate- 
ful task which we have taken upon ourselves, to 
Single out an individual as an example of heroism, 
and uncommon resources of mind, and to render 
him more distinguished, who is already so uni- 
versally and deservedly known and admired. We 
feel conscious not only of the utility of our at- 
tempt/ but of the delight arising from it. 

In openiiig the domestic tent of our veteran 
warrior, we bring forward the private actions of 
one of the bravest and noblest generals the world 
ever produced, and we find every personal quali- 
fication that can dignify man, supported by a 
military reputation which valour and discretion,' 
when united, never fail to beget* 
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PREFACE. XIU 

The public are well aware that anecdotes and 
biographical incidents are more apt to be the pro- 
duction, <5f some fertile brain than founded ;on 
fact; we can, however, with truth assure our 
readers, that no one anecdote is introduced into 
this work, which has not been obtained either 
from the most undoubted authority, from eye- 
witnesses themselves, or from gur own personal 
Connexions. 

Might we be permitted to boast of success in 
any part of our undertaking, the execution of the 
Plans of the several Battles would tempt us to be- 
come dur own panegyrists. They are fac-simile 
copies of drawings taken on the spot> and owe 
their particular and uncommon correctness to 
those Prussian engineers, whose office it has been 
to lay them down upon paper. We flatter our^ 
selves, therefore, that the military reader will find 
every wish gratified, on their near and detailed 
inspection. 
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Ewphnation of the Plan of the Batitle of LirrzsK (h^ 
Page T6), fought May 2, 1813. 

« a. The Biyonack of a French Division near GrSss-Gorschen. 

b &, The Attack of Ziethen*s Brigade, at Hall past eleven o'Glocky A. M. 

e c. Von Klux's Brigade, in Order of Battle. 

dd. Von ROder's Brigade, in Order of Battle. 

e e. Von Dolf *s Brigade of Cavalry. 

ff. General von York's corps. 

g^g. General von Beit's Division. 

h A, General von Winzingenode's Corps. 

ii. Prince William of Prussia's Charge of Cavalry on the French S<(tuuret 

9f Infantry, two of which were broken up. 

i k» The Position of the allied Army at three o'Clock, P. M. 

I /. Their Position at six o'Clock, p. m. 

m m. Positioi;! of Napoleon's Army, at spc o'clock, p. m. 

n ft. The Charge of Cavalry at Half past eight o'Clpck, p. m. 

o. The Position of the. combined Army at ten o'piock> p. m* 



Explanation of the Plan qf the Battle of Bautzen (see^ 
Page 110)5 Jbught May the 9ath and %\8t^ iai3. 



On the 90th of May. 
c 9. Position of the Vanguard under General Miloradowitsch* 
^ h. Position of General von Kleist's Corps. 

t e. Position of the Artillery, as Ni^wleon endeavoured to fpros tfa^ PassigeL 
of the Spre«9 at five o'clock, p. m. 

On the 2lst qf May. 
4d. Position of if^t Corps of Generftl Miloradowitich and the Prince o| 

Wurtemberg. 
f e. Left Wing of the Army. 
//. The Russian Foot-guards. 
g g. The Russian Cavalry of the Guards. 
h h. Position ^ General von York's Corps. 
1 1. Position of General von Kleist's Corps. 
k k. Position of General von Bliichcr's Corp|. 
/ /. Position of General Barclay de Tolly's Corps. 
w m. Position of Barclay de Tolly's Van-guard, under Genq^l Tschapl&E. 
nn. Attack of Napolepn on the l^ft ^ing of the allied Army, at eight 

o'clock, A. M . Completely repulsed at ten o'clock, a. m . 
• 0, Attack of the French on Barclay de Tolly at nine o'Clock> A. m. Retreat 

through Preititz at ten o'Clock, a. m. 
pp, PreititK carried at the Point of the Bayonet by the Pmssiaa Guards. 
g q. The Attack of Generals von Kleist and von R04er to facilitate, the Bt^ 

occupation of Preititsr. 
f r. General von Blucher attacked in his Position. 
fs^ Position of General von lUeist's C^rpt> to coyer the Retreat 
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Bapkmaiion of the Plan qfili^ Battle gf C^lm (^^ Page 
W'Oj f^^^ <^ ^h^ ^^* 4uffU8t 1813. 

ff a. Division pf the Prince of Hesse-Hoiplmr^, 
6 b. Oivisipn pf Genera} Bianchi, 

e c. The Corps of Count CoUoredp, uid a Russian Brigade, 
rf d. TTie Russian Troops under General Ostermann. 
e e. The French Corps under General Vandamme. 
ff. The Corps of Prussians under General von Kleist.^ 
gg. The Ru8c4a9 Guards in Reserve, 



jPxplamiion of the Plan of the Ambuscapi; qf HAVNAr 
(^ Page 130), en the 26th May 1813. 

m a. Twenty-one Squadrons of Pri^^ian Cavalry lying in Am- 

h i. The first Column of the Prussian Rear-guard, under Ge- 
neral von Tschapliz. 

« G. The second Column,* under Colonel von Mutius. 

4 d. General yon Ziethen's Brigade. 

e e. The ^rfnch Van-guard, 

Jf. The first Cha^^e of Prussian Cavalry upon the En^^y»s 
'Infantry. 

gg^ The second Charge of Prussian Cavalry. 

h h* French Columns in Advance. 

^f. Tlxe Mill on fire. 
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EXPLANATION 
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jPajlt^m^ion of the Plan of the Battije qf Deesdek f^ee 
J^offe IM), Jbuffht on August 26, 1818. 

9 A* Positions of the allied Armies on tbe 27t|k in theMorning* 

^h Positions of the French Corps on the Erening of t^e 26th. 

er. Positions of the French Army on the 27th towards Nooiu 

^. The Spot where General Moreau fell. 

rr. Columns of French Troops o^arching into. Dresden from 
Silesia on the 26th. 

J^^ Batteries of the AilieiEu. 



Waplanaiion ^ the Plan of the Battx.e (m the Katzbach 
(see Page 162), faugU on August 26, 1818. 

M a* Positions of the French Army on the 25th of August. 

i k* Positions of the allied Forces on the same Day. 

tc. The Attack of General Lauris^on on the 26tlu 

dd. Two Batteries of the Allies. 

e e^ The French Army advance in Line. 

J^. General von York's Attack on the right Wing of the French 
Position, 

gg. General von Sackens Attack on the left Wing of the 
French Army. 

A h. The Charge of the allied Cavalry on |he left Wmg of the 
Enemy. 

i i. The Retreat of the French. 

i k. The Attack of Macdonald's Reserve at the Close of tht 
Battle. 

9R. The Allies driving the French dpwn the Steeps towards 
the Katzbach. 
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Eitptanatim of ilie Plan of the Battles qf Deni^witz 
and Waetenbeeg (see Page 199 avid 210), JimgM 
September 6th and ^^ 1813. 

a a. Position of the Northern Army^ undef the Crown Prince 
of Sweden^ on the 5th of September^ 

i b* The Attack of the French upon General DobschiitZy (fa 
the 5th of September* 

€ c. The Attack upon Oeneral von Tauenzien, on the same Day. 

dd* Position of the French Ai*my, undei* Marshal Ney, on the 
4th of September, before Wittenberg^ 

ee. General von Tauenzien's Position, on the dth, in the 
Morning. 

Jlf, The Attack of General Morand upon the Van-guard q€ 
Tauenzien's Corps. 

g g. General von Bulow's Corps, on tiie 6tti. 

h h. Marshal Oudinot*s Attack upon the Corps of General vdn 
Tauenzi^n. 

i u General Reynier's Corps, as Support to Bertrand's Corps. 

k k. General Bertrand^s Corps. 

/ L The Swedish and Russian Corps, on the Advance. 

mm. Position of the Prussians, on the 6th in the Evening. 

n n« The French flying in all Directions. 

A» BIiicher*s Passage over the Elbe, on the 8d of September* 

B. Position of Bertrand's Corps, at Wartenberg. 

C. General von York's Attack. 

D. Prince Charles- Of Mecklenburg's Brigade storms Bleddin. 



Explanation of tlie Battle o^Gross-Beeren (see Page 
191), fou^it August 9!M, 1813. 

a fl. Position of the Northern Army, on the 22d August. 

h b. The Attack on General von Thumen's Corps. 

c c. Position of the French Army, on the 21st August in the 
Evening. 

dd. Position of Oudinot's Army on the 22d August. 

e e. The Attack on General von Tauenzien's Corps. 

ff. The French Attack on Gross-Beeren. 

gg. General Billow's Attack 6n the 7th French Corps. 

A h. The French 12th Corps. 

i 2. Prussian Brigade under General von Hirscbfeldt. 
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JExplamtiofi of Plan Ao. 1, of* the Battle qf Lsn^sxc 
(iee Page 832), Jw>^ on the \6th of October 181S. 

The I6th of October. 

i^. Tlie 61 and Cbnfederaie Army. 

m Austrian Corps under Count Giulay, in the Morning. 

* i. His Attack npon General Bertrand'd Cor|it. 

c it His Position after the Attack at Noon. 

k. Austrian Corps under Count Meerveldt, in the Morning. 

i I His Passage over the Pleisse with a Battalion, in the £veii2fi^« 

c. Prussian Corps under General Kleist, in the Morning* 

i I Its Position at Noon. 

dl Prince of Wurtemberg's Attack on Wachau. 

f . • Russian Corps under Prince Gorczakow, in the Morning. 
e i. Its Position at Noon and in the Evening. 

/. Prussiafi Corps under ^neral Kienau; in the Morning. 

f'u Its Position towards Noor; 

g. Russian Corps of Grenadier^, under General iliyewsky, 
^ L Its Position at Noon and in the Evening. 

g ii. 'the grand Charge of the Russian Cuirassiers. 

k. Russian and Prussian Reserves. 

s u Grand Charge of the Cossatk-guards. 4 

i: Austrian Reserves, under the Prince of Hesse-Hbniburf^ 

ii. Their March to support the Centre. 

iiL Division of General Bianchi. 

km. Grenadiers under General Weissenwolf. 

kw. Grand Charge of Austrian Guimtssiers, under Genend Nostits* ^ 

L Hettman Count Platow and his Cossacks. 

< 

9°. the Silesian Aimf . 
M. Position in the Morning. ^ 

». Russian Corps under General Langeron* 
Oi Prossian Corps under General von York. ' 

3*. French Antff. 
i. Bertrand's Corps. -' _ 

4» Poniatowstti^s Corps. 

3. A Division of Gtiar<is, as Support. 

4. Victor's Corps. 

6. t'wo Divisions of Guards, under Marshit Oitdtnof . 
€. Lauriston's Coi-ps. 

7. Two Divisions of Guards, under Manhal Mottler/ 
9* Macdonald's Corps. 
9. Corps of Cavalry under Sebastiani. 



in< 



^Grand Charges of Cavalry, under Mural. 

IS. Marshal Marmont*s Corps, and Catalry tthdet Marshal Anrighl/ 

IS. Marshal Ney*s Corps and l>ositions. 

U. Position of the French Army on the Evening of the 16th* 

On the nth October^ 

4°. The Allied Army, 
f, General Bennigsen's Army in March, on the Evening of the 17tb. 
r. Langeron's Corps on the Advance. 

A Russian CaValry, under Wasiltichikoff, charge the French. 
t. The Crown Prince of Sweden's Army takes position in the Evening: ef the. 

' i7th\ " 
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On the IBth qf Odober. 

W The Onnd Confederate Anny. 

A. Colmnns of the right Wing, un- 
der General BennigseD) in the 
Morning. 

HI. General Bennigsen** €orps, in 
t^osition at S o*CIock| p. m. 

JE2. General Klenau*s Attack upon 
Holzbansen. 

«8. General Zietben's Attack upon 
Zucklehausen. 

h. Columns of the Centre, under 
General Barclay de Tollj, in 
the Morning. 

5 1. Meysdorf carried by Pirch's Bri- 
gade. 

1 1. The Corpa of Kleist and Witt- 
genstein drawn up in Line be- 
fore -Probstheide. 

is. Attack upon Probsthcide> at 8 
o'clock, p. M. 

% 4« Russian and Prussian Guards and 
Grenadiers in Position. 

c« Coltimns of the left Wing, under 
the Prince of Hesse-Homburg. 

c t. Th^ir Attack upon D6litc and 
Dosen. > 

^9. Then* Advance upon Lfissnig. 

c 8. Their Positions in the Evening. 

d. Corps of General von Meerveldt. 

e. Corps of General Giulay. 
c 1. Reserves of the left Wing, 
tr. Platow and the Cossacks. 



/8. 
A. 

tu 



<1. 



fi^ The Northern Army. 

Corps of General von Bulow. 
Taucha carried. 
Paunsdorf oiocu|ried. 
Sellerhausen and Stuntz carried. 
Corps of Winzingerode. 
Corps of Swedes. 
The Crown Prince of Sweden's 
Amy in the Morning. 

8^ Silesian Army. 
Co&t LiiDgeron's Corps. 
CiossM tbt Partha. 



1 2. Attack upon Scbdnfeld. 

k. General von Sacken's Corpf. 

k 1. Attack upon Dombrowsky ao^ 

Arrighi. 
/. Corps under General von York. 

4^ French Army. 

I. The 4th Corps. 
9. The 8t.h Corps, 
a. The 3d Corps. 
4. The 5th Corps. 

6. The lUh Cofps. 

7. Guards in Position. 

8. Guards under Marshal Oudinol^ 

as Support. 

8 I. .Guards under NapoIeiMi, as Sup^ 

port to the 6th Corps. 
811. Cavalry of the Guards, ande# 
Nansouty. 

9. The Sd and 6th Corps, in Posi- 

tion. 

9 I. Their second Position. 

10. The 7th Corps. 

II. Position of Dombrowsky 9hA 

Arrighi. 
12. Napoleon's Positions in the Evtin- 
ing of the 1 8th, marked by « 
blue Line, 

On the \9th of October. 

The Grand Confederate Armies, 
m. Austrian Divisions at 1 o'clock^- 

A. M. 

n, Austrian Divisions. 

0. Colloredo's Corps. 

p, Kleist*s Corps. 

q, Wittgenstein's Corps. 

r. Swedes, and Corps of von Bur. 

low and Worpnzow. 

^. Geneoal Bennigsen's Corps. 

/. , Klenau's Coips. 

Fi-ench Army. 

A. Troops posted to cover''the Re* 

treat. 

B, Ifisorderly Flight of Napoleon's 

Army, 
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CHAPTER I. 



Bluchers Memoirs — Enters into the Swedish &r- 
vice — and afterwards into the Prussian. 

1 osTERiTY, as well as the present age, will doubt* 
less be curious to know something of the biogra- 
phy of that consummate warrior, Field-marshal 
Prince Bliicher of Wahlstatt*, one of the greatest 
captains of his time, and wiiose reputation in 
military exploits can scarcely be equalled in any 
"period of ancient or modern history. His cha* 
racter is mavked by a combination of rare quali- 
ties, great frankness of manner, and a popular 
». ,, • .1 . ' ... 

* Knight of the grand order of the Black Eagle, of the 
Red Eagle, of that of the Iron Cross, and of the order of 
Merit of Prussia ; of those of St. Alexander Newsky, of St. 
^nne, and of St. George, of the first class, of Russia ; Knight 
of the order of St. Charles of Spain ; and Grand Cross of the 
order of Maria Tboreta of Austria. 
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freedom of speech, which have gained him the 
unbounded confidence and love of his soldiers^ 
ivhom, oq all occasions, he calls his children, 
and who nevtr sptak of bino, but by the appel- 
lation of father. A firmness and decision in 
the hour of danger, rank him with the first com- 
manders in the world. In the heat of battle, in 
the tumult of an important onset, wlien leading 
his troops 'to an attack, his courage, intrepidity, 
and presence of mind, are most conspicuous. 
His voice always cheers the resolute, and his 
example animates the wavering and tardy. But 
•nolhijDg concurred 90 mitcb to raise our hero tp 
that pmnacle of glory which h^s ha$ attained, as 
that singularly intuitive penetration and foresight 
which he displays, in counteracting the deep-laid 
designs and manceuvres of the enemy in the field. 
No nwvement of his adversary seems to escape hif 
eagle-eyed precaution, and his determination is a4 
all times as rapidly formed, as his consequent 
orders are executed. No distance seems too great, 
no impediments insurmountable, for his military 
genius, and the devotedness, discipline, and reso?- 
lution of his troops. His discretion, prudence, 
and calmness, even in the hour of victory, are se 
iappily blended with vigorous measures, that, 
frou? their combinatioji, the happiest results are 
ideriyed on ^11 occasions, so as to preserve his con- 
quests, and secure the full harvest of the heroic 
deeds^ of his gallant army. After the lapse k^ 
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centuries, our veteran's character wiU, no doubt, 
still afford a constant theme of adiroiration, and 
be held up as a perfect model for imitation. 

The illustrious subject of theee memoirs, Geb- 
hardt Leberecht von Bliicher, is a descendant of a 
"v&ry ancient and noble family, whose barony is 
situated in the dutchy of Mecklenburg-Schwerijv. 
He was born at Rostock, in that dutchy, oa 
the 1 6th of December, 1742, being the youogeat 
c^ six brothers. His father was a Captain of Dra* 
goons, in the service of the Elector of Hessea* 
Cassel. During the memorable war carried on by, 
and against, Frederick the Great of Prussia, known 
throughout Germany by the name of the seven 
years' war, bb parejits (then residing at Rastow, 
in Mecklenburg- Schwerih), who were fearful of 
his safety amid the scenes of plunder and devasta- 
tion that daily occurred, sent him with an elder 
brother, Ulrich Siegfried Bliicher, to their son-in* 
law. Captain von Krackwitz, in the island of 
Riigen, near Stralsund, as a place less exposed to 
the horrors of war. He was at this period about 
twelve years of age. Four of his brothers wer^s 
already serving in the Prussian, Russian, and Da- 
nish* armies. Tiie Swedish Hussars, quartered in 



• A son cf the brother who ent e r e d the Dtmish dervkoy is 

• - . - " 

how Grand PretidenI <df the city of Altona, in Denmark; 4 
.gentlemaii, Yihoae liberality of i»«itini^t, and pliilanthrop^r, 
have won him tbe hearts oi the whole of the inhabitants* Whea 
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• the island, atttacted his notice so powerfully^ and 
gave such a bias to his youthful inclinations, ithat 
his mind became dazzled with military glory, and, 
notwithstanding the earnest remonstrances of his 
sister and brother-in-law, to whom he expressed 
^his desire of entering as Cadet into the Swedish 
regiment of Hussars, he soon after secretly left 
their house, and offered himself to the Captaiii of 
-a squadron, then in quarters in the neighbour* 
hood. This officer, lK)wever, happened to kiyow 
von Krackwitz, and he sent him notice of his 
brother-in-law's infentions; young BUicher was 
accordingly summoned home again, and every 
argument was employed to persuade him to wait 
at least a few years before he executed his project; 
but all was in vain : " he would pursue his fa- 
vourite propensity, he. would become an officer of 
hussars," he said, " and the sooner he entered the 
service, the less time would be lost." lu cojise- 
queiice, he commenced his militajy career, ,as 
Cadet, in the present Swedish regiment of Morner 
Hussars, and he first drew his sword upon an 
enemy, in combating that very Prussian regiment 
of Black or Death's Head Hussars which he was 
afterwards destined to command. 

Gebhardt Leberecht von Blucher, in his se- 



fhe peaceful citizens of Hamburgh were driven from their 
homes by the cruelties of Davoust, the President, von Blucher, 
waved every consideration, to relieve individual diitresa. 
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contl campaign as Cadet in the Morner Hussars, 
being with his reginieht at the out-posts, was sent 
by tlie couinlaiiUing officer with a detachment of 
ten men, to occupy ah advanced post, with express 
orders, should he be . menaced by an attack from - 
the Black Hussars of the enemy, to fallback;, 
but, that he might depend upon having a squadron 
ready at hand to support him, if necessary. Twenty- 
four hours elapsed without any enemy showing 
himself. By break of day, however, a videt re- 
ported to the Cadet von Blucher, that some move- 
ments of the enemy were observable in the woodf 
opposite his post, and that he presumed an attack ' 
was meditated. Our young officer rode forwards 
at tli^ head of his men, to have a nearer view of . 
tUe. wood, which he scarcely had in sights before 
an enemy's troop rushed at full gallop out of it 
Bliicher wa« too weak to attempt any opposition, 
and, therefore, obliged to make good his retreat, 
and, if possible, to join the support which had 
been promised him, or at least to fall in with his 
own troop, from which he had b^en detached f 
but that had. already retreated, . as well as the sup- 
port He was briskly pursued by the enemy, and, 
after having had his horse shot under him, he fell 
into the hand^ of the Prussian Black Hussars ; ^ 
private of which corps, Martin Krauze by name, 
leaving ridden up to him, when fallen with his horse, 
and taken him prisoner. The skirmish of the day 
having terminated to the advantage of the Pru^- 

p 3 
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sians under Colond von Belling, and the squadrcms 
that had been in action having been called over, 
the prisoners and booty were collected, and the 
former brought before the Colonel. The very ju- 
venile appearance of Blixcher particularly struck 
Colonel von Belling : he asked him his name, who 
was his father, how long he had served, and other 
questions of the like import. The frank and inge- 
nuous answers of Bliicher excited the admiration 
and wonder of the by-standers, and quite won the 
heart of the Colonel, who from tliat moment 
S0ught to gain tlie confidence and friendship of 
his youthful prisoner. His first step was to keep 
hitn about his person, previously accepti^ig his 
proffered word of honour, not to leavfe him, oa 
any pretence whatever, until he was regularly ex- 
changed. A year nearly elapsed in this naanner, 
during which time BlUcher was often persuad)ed 
to enter the Prussian service; but he always 
replied to every overtui*e made to him, *^ I have 
taken my oath of allegiance to serve the King irf 
Sweden, and I cannot on any terms forego that 
oath. . My father, I know full well, has a high 
sdnse of the honour of m officer, and I should 
never dare to appear again before him^ if I should 
now enter the Prussis^n service, without my being 
first officially dismissed the Swedish/' The re^ 
monstrances which bi^ father at this period made 
fa him, did not a little tend to strengthen him in 
his resolution. A veteran Captain of the Htissarsi 
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Ukewise, took sonie pains to instil mfo the tnifkA 
of young Bliiclicr those principles of honour which 
are the brightest ornament to the character of an 
officer. In fine, every one that saw him with Co-j 
lonel Belling felt interested in his welfare j and 
his affability insensibly procured him the gDodr 
will and friendship of all ground him. In (he 
course of the campaign, the Death's Head Hufi^ 
sarsy commanded by Colonel von Belling, took i 
Swedish officer prisoner, that had, in a former 
part of the campaign, deserted from the Prussi^s; 
and the Swedish general,, on hearing of his cap* 
ture, made great interest to have him exchangee!, 
Colonel von Belling had determined to have him 
hanged as a traitor ; but, on being much importuoed 
to release him, he made an offer to the Swedish ger 
neral, that if he could procure Bliicher's formal dis** 
mission from the Swedish service, he would send 
his prisoner back ta head-^quarters. To this propo^ 
sal the Swediih Commander-in-chief consented^ 
and soon afterwards transmitted Bliicher's disi- 
charge. It happened, that, on the very day this 
arrived at Colonel Belling** quarters, Lieutenant 
Helmholdt, of the Black Hussars, had been killed 
in action, upon which, the Colonel proposed oiir 
Cadet to fill the vacant l^i^utenantcy : it was 
granted; and, that no impediment might inter- 
vene to prevent him from commencing his milir 
tary career in the Prussian service with every 
advantage and honour to himselfj^. h* generously 

B 4 

Digitize?! by VjOOQ IC 



6 ' ;5ilEM01RS OF 

purchafied for him Helmholdt'S.^ equipage, made 
him a present of it, and kept him near his per- 
son, by appointing him one of. his adjutants 
during the remainder of the campaign. Colonel 
von Belling continued to act towards Bliicher as 
an indulgent father, and was often heard to say, 
"My young Adjutant will one day become the 
ornament of the Prussian army, if his natural qua* 
lities and talents are blended with a well-digested 
ground-work of military tactics/' Bliicher him- 
i^elf often mentions, that to the attentions and di^ 
ructions of his patron, and the veteran Captain von 
Pulscharbi, his early knowledge of the theory of 
military aifairs is wholly owing. His gratitude 
towards; his benefactor raided in his heart such 
an. unbounded love and affection for him, that, 
upon some unpleasant difierences breaking out 
subsequently in the regiment amongst the officers, 
he, on all occasions, warmly defended Colonel 
von Belling from the malicious aspersions of his 
enemies. He had, about this time, been promoted 
to a company in the regiment ; soon after whic]i. 
Colonel von Belling, upon some occasion or other, 
at the end of the Polish campaign, fell under the 
displeasure of the King, was obliged to. retire, and 
lost his regiment. The command of it was then 
given to Colonel von Lossow, a bitter antagonist 
of Belling, in all those unfortunate differences 
between the officers, which eventually deprived 
him of the favour of his sovereign. The Major of 
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the regiment, von Merseberg, having died a few 
mosths after tKese occurrences, Captain Bliicher, 
as senior officer, ought to have been promoted to 
the vacant majority ; but Lossow, knowing his at- 
tadino^nt for Belling, and disliking him on that 
account, proposed Captain von Jagerfeld for the 
vacancy, with such a brilliant display of his me- 
rits, that he obtained the majority, to the disad- 
vantage and vexation of Bliicher. Colonel Los- 
sow, it seems, entertained a rooted antipathy to 
him, because of the steady friendship with which 
he -defended the character of his benefactor in all 
the attacks that were secretly made against it 
under the connivance of Lossow. Bliicher did 
not hesitate to inform Frederick of the injury 
which had been done him ; but his memorials had 
no effect, and his petitions were rejected. On 
finding that all further application was entirely 
useless, he at last wrote a letter to the King, in 
the following terms : 

. *^ Permit me, with all due submission, to ap- 
prize your Majesty how insupportable it is for me 
to see /myself superseded by an officer, who has 
no other essential merit whatever to boast of, than 
being the son of the Margrave of Swedt 

*• Your Majesty will therefore be graciously 
pleased to permit me to resign, sooner than expose 
myself to the most acute sensations during every 
hour of my life, 

'^ JJlijcher.'' 
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Ta t\iAS lett^r» Frederick wrote the foUo^rkag Ia« 
conic and characteri3tic note^ addressed to Major 
vmi Schule^berg, Commandimt of the regimeot i 

» 

^' Captain von Blucher has leave to resign^ And 
r^wy go to the devil as soon a$ be pleases. 

. " FitEDERICK.'' 

. ffiiicher's disappointment was doubly painful^ 
because be was at this period paying bis addreseest 
to the daughter of Colonel von Mebling^ in thei 
^axon service, then residing in JPoland. He had 
himself but little fortune; and the amiable young 
lady could boast, perhaps, of almost every good 
quality but that of wealth ; yet, our honest Blii« 
cher, scorning to retract, married her i»oon after, 
leaving the Prussian army, farmed an estate tinder 
his father-in-law, and became a country gentle- 
man, devoting his leisure hours to the simple oc* 
cupations of husbandry, and after the lapse of 
a few years, by his own personal exertions and 
diligence, became possessed of considerable landed 
property in Pomerania. He was afterwards chosen 
High Bailiff of the province. To the honour of 
Frederick the Great, many of whose actions bear 
the marks of a whimsical eccentricity^ it mu8t be 
mentioned, that Bliicher, in his agricultural pur-^ 
salts, received much pecuniary assistance from hior^ 
to enable him to purchase ad van tageously, and im# 
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prove his estates. His pursQ was opeti t^hiiQ/wiien- 
ever be wanted it. Upon the de^tfa af Frederick 
the Great, which happened fifteen years after Blii- 
char had quitted a military life, he was again re« 
stored to the Prussian army, by his successor, who 
appointed him Major of the second battalion of 
his former regiment of Black Hussars. He soon 
rose to the rank of Lieutenant-colonel, and with-* 
in the year to that of Colonel. In 1789 he was 
invested with the order " Pour le Merite." 

Blilcher is a soldier to the full extent of the 
expression. The field of battle has formed him. 
for a commander. On that theatre of heroic ac- 
tion, his energetic soul found scope for develope* 
ment. The cavalry of the Prussian forces loved 
him to an excess of enthusiasm ; and, soon after 
this period, his popularity amongst the troops be*. 
gan to show itself on several memorable occa- 
sions. But, before we enter into details, we will, 
close this portion of his biography with the fol- 
lowing authentic sketch of the memoirs of his 
family, and an epitome of his own life, up to the 
present moment. 

Death having deprived Colonel von Bliicher of 
his first lady, he afterwards married the daughtei^^ 
of Mr. von Colomb, Counsellor of the Finances^ 
larid sister to Major von Colomb, in the Prussian 
service. By his former marriage he had three- 
children ; two soosi Francis and Gebhardt, and one 
daughter J wh^are all still living* Count Francb 
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. von Hucher is, at present Colonel-commandant 
of the Brawn Hussars, and^ distinguislied him- 
self, in the niQst eminent manner, during the 
campaigns of 1813 and 1814*, The second son, . 

. * P, Major von Blucher, with a detachment of Pruasian hus« 
sars, from the. army of his father at Altenburg, succeeded in 
surprising General Souham's advanced guard on the 19tb of 
April 1813, drove it sword in hand through Weimar, and made 
a great nuipber of prisoners. General Souham having pushed 
forward a numerous support, the Major was ' obliged to retive, : 
aRer having first caused the troops of the Confederacy of the 
Rhine, belonging to Weimar, Gotha, Coburg, and Hilburg-, 
hausen, to surrender at discretion ; and who now, with eager 
hearts, assembled under the banners of Prussia, unfurled by 
the hand of victory, to avenge the disgrace that had sullied the 
German name. 

- 2^« Lieutenant-colonel Francis von 31iicher, being with the 
rearrguard of General von Kleist's corps, when reconnoitring the 
enemy near Noiiendorf, on the Hth of September 1813, had 
the misfortune, after an obstinate affair, to be unhorsed by the 
lance of a Polish hussar, to whom he surrendered himself pri- 
soner, ailer having received seven wounds. He was, without 
delay, sent to the rear of the first French corps. The Pole, onr 
bearing his name, hastened to announce his prize to Napoleon, 
who immediately ordered him into his presence, although bleed- 
ing from every wound, and in the most exhausted state. Na-» 
poleon began with his usual hasty manner of questioning; 
♦• What 's your name V* *< 'What's your rank ?'* " How mahy^ 
troops has the King of Prussia V ** How many can he bring 
ipto the field r' The son of our veteran hero collected strength 
enough to answer this last question with the coolness and bre* 
▼ity worthy of his father : 

** My beloved monarch. Sire, has as many soldiers as he haa 
loyal subjects !"— " Ypur answer is very hiiughty/* rwine4 
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Count Gebliaidt voa Bliicher, served as Captain*, 
in liis fa^ther's; regimen tj but, having resigned, now 
resides on the family estates in Pomerania. The 
daughtei* married Count von Schuleoberg, became 
a widow, arid, in. 18 14, was united to Baron von 
der Asseberg, . ^ 

Our hero's path of glory commenced during 
the campaign on the Rhine in 1793. It was at 
the head of the Black, or " von jGolz's" Hussar s, 
that those talents for enterprise, so. Qonspicuoujs 
in his following campaigns, first^began to expand 
themselves. In the formation of ..his plans, he 
.evinced, a certain cool circumspection, a dexter- 

>Napoledo, in die bollow.tone o^^displeasure so natjaral to him ; 
and then dismissed hioi. The Lieutenant-colonel was conveyed 
to Dresden, treated with respect and attention, ancf obtained 
his liberty by the capitulation of Dresden in the October fol- 
lowing. An eye-witness to this conference, from whom we 
have the anecdote, corroborated by the Count himself, here 
adds, — that when the Lieutenant-colonel had left Napoleon^» 
presence, the Pole, who had taken him prisoner, stood erect, 
In military attitude, before his Emperor, and being unacquainted 
Vith the French language, attempted by signs to give Napoleon 
to understand, that he had deserved the decoration .of the k« 
^on of honour. Tlie former seemed inclined, at first, to pre- 
:teod ignorance of what he meant ; but, as the Pole would not 
stir irom the spot. Napoleon suddenly exclaimed, in a tone of 
vexation: "He shall have it.'* . But many of the bystanders 
confessed, that the gallant prisoner had acquired more honour, 
by his answer, than the Pole did by his acquisition of tfai^ 
cross of the legion of honour. 
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ously concealed caution, and an inesistible energy 
in tbeir pursuit, which, with his peculiar talent 
of making his arrangements in the presence of 
the enemy, imperceptibly procured him, though 
only at the head of a corps of partisans, a con- 
siderable reputation in the army. He acquired the 
^tire confidence of his troops also, because he 
was known to provide for their wants with an ih« 
defatigabie care, which overlooked, at times, both 
limits and restraints. The young officers were 
particularly attached to him, it being his custom 
to live on terms of intimacy with them, that at 
once, flattered their pride and gained their esteem. 
The hours devoted to the table were enlivened by 
a conviviality on his side, which, however pro- 
minent, never. On any occasion, derogated from 
the dignity attached to a superior officer. 
' When galloping down the front of his *regi-- 
ment, dther on parade or before ^e enemy, hts 
heroic figure, his eye full of fire and energy, an 
inspiring voice, and a gallant chivalrous manage^ 
ment of his horse, attract the notice of the filed, 
•fix their attention, make an indelible impression 
on the spectators, and seem to pledge success to 
the heart of every soldier, if led on by such a 
commander. 

In the campaign of 1794, the regiment o^ 
Slack, or Death's Head Hussars, was given himt, 
as a reward for his important services ; and on the 
4th of June of the same year, he was promoted 
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to the rank of Major-geii€rai> and made a Knight 
of the grand order of the Red Eagle. He {ktb* 
lished, at this period, a small but ititerasting 
work on a "war of posts and skintiishes, with re^ 
marks on ambuscades, that may be accounted the 
iSK>st excellent of its kind* 

Major-general filiicher was made a Lieutenanfy 
general in 1801, took possession of Erfurth and 
Miihlhausen in the name of the King in 1802, 
and was afterwards appointed Governor of MUa- 
ster. 

B14icher's campaign of 1806, his brave and per- 
severing defence of Lubeck, and his very honour* 
able capitulation at Ratkau, near that place, will 
be the subject of one of the following chapters. 
General Blticher was exchanged for the French 
General Victor, and on his passing through Fin- 
kenetein, in East Prussia, on the road to the 
head-quarters of his Sovereign, was received by 
Napoleon with marked distinction* 

After the peace of Tilsit, His Majesty the King 
of Prussia intrusted him with the care of the 
military affairs of Pomerania, one of the three 
military governments newly created. 

At the opening of the campaign of 1813, his 
royal master gave him the chief command of the 
Silesian army, that army whose deeds have im* 
mortali^ed the name of Bliicher and of Prussia, 
and dispersed those lowering clouds which had s& 
-long overcast the former resplendency of the 



Digitized 



by Google 



:PrussfaQ acms. His unparalleled marches^ the 
•prudence of his masterly manoeuvres^ his unceas- 
-ing activity, that overthrew, in so many instances, 
4he. mighty preparations .of the most experienced 
tchief— his bloody and obstinate battles, his splen- 
did victories in this and the following campaign 
and the rapidity that accompanied the execution 
of his deeply-cqncerted pkns, have excited the 
astonisVfment, admiration^.. and unfeigned eulo- 
.giums of his cotemppra.Ties, and indeed of all Eu- 
rope* 

After the stupendous victory of Leipsic, our 
.veteran was^^prorngted to the rank* of General 
'Field7marshal*;-and a few days previously to his 
landing on Albion s sea-girt shores, he was raised 
to the dignity of Prince Bliicher of Wahlstatt f- 

* Which mark of distinction was announced to him by the 
following letter : 

** General Bliicher^ 

** Your repeated victories increase the services rendered your 
country, so rapidly, that I find myself deprived of the jpower 
of following you with proofs of my gratitude. 

** Accept of a fresh mark of it, by my naming you General 
Field-marshal ; and may you enjoy this dignity for many years^ 
to the satisfaction of the country, and as an example to the 
army^ which you have so often led to victory and glory. 

** Frederick William. 
•• Leipsicy October 2(Hhr 1813.** 

f His Prussian Majesty wrote Bliicher the following lines on 
' lliis occasion : 

** Tou ha>e happily and gforiously closed the struggle for t&e 
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hy the most grateful, the most xnagnanimouSi and 
the best of Monarchs. 

His visit to England, so fresh in the memory 
of every one, resembled more the triumph of a^ 
adored hero, than the presence of a general ac- 
companying his Sovereign. BlUcher's name be* 
came the watch*word of exultation with all ranks 
in the metropolis ; and, wherever he appeared, he 
seemed to inspire every one \sfith love and venera- 
tion towards him. . ^ 

■■ ■ ■ ' '■ , ' »'■■ — 1 » ■ ■ ■ . . . . I ■■ — 

bonoor and welfare of your native country ; but the gratitudt 
which the State owes you still continues ; and, Ks a proof of it, 
I hereby raise you to the dimity of Prince Bliicher of Wahl* 
statt *, and your heirs to peers of the realm, as Counts Bluchar 
of Wablsutt, It will forthwith be my first care, in showing 
pj due sense of your heroic services, to grant to yoursdf, and 
your descendants, such domains as may be best suited to sup 
port your rank# 

«* FssngRICK WltXiIAM. 
'' Head-fuarters, Paris, June Sd^ ISU" 

* The name of Wahlstatt is derived from the cloister and viU 
lage of Wahlstatty near Liegnitz, on the river Katzbach. This 
doister and village are famous for having been built on the 
spot where a great battle was fought between the Tartars and 
Henry IL Duke of Silesia, in 1241 1 the Duke lost his life and 
the battle; and, in commemoration of this unfortunate event, 
the cloister was built by his mother, and, to this day, a descrip* 
tion of the battle is annually read from the pulpit, on the 9th 
of April, being the anniversary of that on which the battle was 
fought. The word WabkUtt has, besides, a double significa* 
tion in the German language, as it likewise implies, ** a field of 
battle;" so that Bliicher*s title has the significant meaning w 
Prince rf the Field of Bafttee. 

C 
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* A$ k ni6W wit rtiky break out, atid Wge with 
equal fury, and the enpmy of tnankind, alike aiihr 
bitioils, whethfer as sovereign princ6 of an island, 
or ik emperor of a kingdbm, may renew the conr 
te$t for uriivferbil dominion, and the downfal of 
social order, morality, and religion, it is but na- 
tui^ai to suppose, that biir vetferan hero is anxiouk 
to add fresh laurels to those which already grace 
*his brbtv, and that he is eagerly bent on meeting 
his deadly foe once more, on those plains \vhich 
have already witnessed hjs noble exploits. 
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CHAPTER IL 

Colonel BRkker*s Campaigns on the Rhine in 1759 
and 1794 — TTie King maJees him a Major-general 
in 1794, and a Lieutenant-general in 1801—/^ 
appointed Governor of MUnster in ISOfi. 

SiuCHBi^ as Colonel of the Death's Head Hus«> 
sar9i was attached to the corps d^aroi^e of General 
Prittce von Hohenlobe, destined to open the cam* 
paigti on the Rhm^, ia 1793, against the French; 
and he here gave such proofs of his valour and 
discretion, that he was soon noticed by the Com^ 
mander-in-chief.. 

The camp of tlie Prussians, near Eisoing, having 
hecri often disturbed jifi^t before hreak of day, by 
Ae riOenien of the enemy, who, under cover of 
hedges and bushes, frequently succeeded in killr 
ing off the out-^posts, Colonel von Bliicher ,waa 
ordered to plaee an ambuscade, to check this petty 
warfare. An opportunity pffered itself^ with every 
prospect of success, on the 25th of July. BliU 
cher having received authentic . information that 
the French intended to lie in ambush , near Oft 
cfaies, fqf the purpose: of surprising one of the 
Prussian patroles on the morning of that- day, Ije 
determined to couiitera^t; this design, by antici- 
pating them; and, accordtnglyi .about three o'clock 

c I 
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in the morning, when the French were seen on 
their march, carefully watching all the outlets as 
they moved onwards, a few Prussian hussar^ 
pushed into the high road, and galloped away as 
if retreating, while others seemed on patrol^ and 
to withdraw on seeing superior numbers. The 
enemy were completely deceived by this ma- 
noeuvre : they eagerly pursued, flushed with the 
hopes of booty ; and the Prussians, bursting from 
their ambush, cut down all that opposed them, 
taking about a hundred prisoners, with much 
baggage and a number of horses. To Bliicher'i 
success in this enterprise the camp was indebted, 
for a comparative state of tranquillity till it broke 
up* 

In September 1793, the Prussians fixed their 
camp near Luxemburg, soon after the Austrians 
bad left it The French, in the vicinity, had ac^ 
irustomed themselves, almost daily, to plunder the 
nearest villages without mercy, and seemed still 
inclined to continue their predatory excursions ; 
but the vigilance of Colonel Bliicher and his hus- 
sars soon checked their audacity. He surprised 
one of the enemy's principal detachments, killed 
and wounded a considerable number, and took 
fifty-seven prisoners. 

To enter into a detail, however, of all the re- 
connoitring excursions which Bliicher made in 
the rear and flanks of the enemy, and the num- 
berless skirmishes in which his brave troops cani« 
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off victorious^ would, from their wearisome uni* 
ibrmity, afford but little entertainment to the 
reader, and be of no importance to the historian. 
In fact, by a rare combination of skill, caution, 
and valour, he drew the eyes of the army upon 
him, and paved the way to that renown which 
has placed him on an equal footing with a Cassar 
or a Marlborough. 

On the opening of the campaign of 1794, Co* 
lonel Blticber had again an opportunity of acquir- 
ing the unaffected praises and congratulations of 
\ns companions in arms. He formed the plan of 
surprising Morsheim, a village on this side of 
Kirtb-beim Pdlanden, and of driving the enemy, 
who were strongly posted there, out of it. A 
battalion of infantry under Captain Triitzschler, 
a detachment of sixty riflemen, and two guns of 
tb<^ horse-artillery, were ordered to march from 
Alzei, and to post themselves near Oppenheim at . 
half past twelve at night. In the meatn time, to 
cut off the enemy's retreat^ if possible, from 
Morsheim, Colonel Bliicher caused Major, von 
Lorenz to put himself in march with two squa- 
drons of hussars, by the route of Pichenheim, 
'detaching an hundred infantry and sixty riflemen 
through the wood to the right of Oppenheim, to 
get into the rear of a detachment of the enemy 
Anobserred, who were posted on the verge of the 
woddj^to the left, on the road to Kirch-heim, 
a boiJjf of two hundred infantry were ordered to 

c 3 
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maiclr straight forwardf towards the woodj at the^ 
aame tiime that a hundred picked ^n^en proceeded 
to the right, across the Sionshut Cok^^el %fak 
BKicher drew up the reniai&der of his regifnettt 
on the high road to Morsheim^ It W4s preyiouply 
artanged, that all the other detaphmeDts w^e fimt 
to await the signal of Caiptam Tr^tjsschler h»vii^ 
commenced his attack on the small body of the 
eiiemy in the wood, aod then to pres^ forw^ords^ 
with all the rapidity in their powejj to the dif* 
ferent pointa. Captain Triita^schjker was ao ^ siic^. 
cessful as to tvrn the enemy vnobses'vedt wA t/9 
salute him with a volley before lie wits prepawd* 
The Ffench detachment won thus tlirown iut0 
oonfufiion^ and l;)eiflg unable to retreat alo9g thi^ 
Vpood, it was obliged to debouch intq the pl»io» 
vhieb gave Colonel Bliicher an opporti»nUy to 
ebarge upon them, smd, in spite of its heavy firt, 
he aucceeded in either killing or wounding, ot 
taking prisoners, the. whole detachment Cap^ 
t»in von Planitz, at the head of a squadron of 
Slack Hussars, and supported by inf^try and 
sharp-shooters, proceeded to the village of Mora« 
heim; and although they were received with a 
warm fire of musquetry, arid the entrance into 
tlie village was blocked up with Waggons, he soon 
opv^ercame every obstacle, cloned a passage, pur- 
sued the enemy pell-mell into> the village, ;and 
completely drove them out of it at the point of 
the bayonet. The enemy's cavalry, whicdi hardly 
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li?id time to fopm, yri^fp furiously ch^ged an^ 
dispersed with heavy lo^* ^^px votx LorepfB ha^ 
already penetrated to the v^iHage^ iiptwitl>|fta2^dr 
log an abattis, across the f%^ out of the ^po^f 
pr^^ented some h^ncjrance tq tjie ceteritj of hif 
tDjairc})^ Gplqne^^ van l^%f,of}^^ wJjo ti^jrned thf 
yillajge to i\^ left^ abput th^p %^fx\^ tiqie that Ml^f 
yofx J^orenz b^ turned ^t to the right, now i^uct 
speeded in cuttingii off ^h^ ei^j^py ent^rel^y, ap4 
the few that ^cap|^ wpre indebted fot their 
safety to t^ grpua^d being S;0 ^udh intersected 
Mrith 1^4gP$ an4 dj(ches. l^he fugitivea U^ 
reapl^ J^c^-]9^9fip .sprgad an upiye^sal ^laripi 
^ fvhpl^ #^pe^i^^ §HGC^ed tp the Washes of 
"Ihe jxivst Sjangninf » :fiQ^ stamped the cl^r^jCter of 
^i^cl^ fiS tb^ 4nM: paxtifd^ qh)ef of the age* 
Ilis .qoil;i|tary r$ptii;tatipn nojv rose progres^ively^i 
white the* br^ti^ant affairs that foUorwed on the 
$)^d o^f Mayi. and.l&th Septciinber) served to |^x 
it .^ctfe /irnily. 

The Prhijce VQn Hohenlohe, .Qe^ral of the 
!^ruM|aa aiFl|)y, paving f)rdei^d gin attack (o h^ 
te^de on thj^ f r^ql^ pn t^e 234 pf ^^y 179^>- 
ColiQQel von BJiipher bea^(?d the fwlt^nn of; the 
tjight wing, ai^ its operation? \f ere intrusted 
H^hoily to him. A^Qpr^iugly, be pujt jhijQi^eJf i^> 
inarch) on the evening of the 22d of May, with. 
-$y9 sque^rpns of his Qwn hussar^, three battsilions 
of infantry, and three compares of sharprshopters, 
tfiivaiilff S.<;l;iQrlebergj jande^rJy on;thpn\qr;rting<>f 
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Meh A raperiority r^uii^d po little share of in^ 
tr^dity, as well as the most skilful dispositioi^a* 
3y bringing sodkb of his guns to bev on the hig^li 
|oa4 to Neustadt, and the others toward^ that p^ 
ffankenstein, he k^ the .impetuosity of th#i 
^emy in check, <tnid repfdered their jppetion ^ 
SMtter of great diffic^lty^ Here Bliich^r's pre^ 
•ebce of mind availed him much. He fode witl^ 
a flag of tniee towards the French Gepejal Qis&e^ 
imd called out to him l:p surrender, as he was cu|t 
0ff, and defence was u3eUss« A giOBer^I discharg«p of 
tjBuaquetry was the only apswer returned, a&4 thf^ 
enemy's line immediatiely pressed jforwarc^ to asr 
Mult the heights on which Kiiqher. stood with hffi 
brave tropps, and they partly ^uccf e^^d in (orpqix 
^k th0 detachment in advance* H/e 4id no( 
paiis^ a momient lu thi^ critical juncture, but {>ut^ 
ting himself at jthe head of yon Miifiiiflg^s hatr 
^ion, fnrimisly changed the enemy with the 
hayonet The effort wu crowned with spcce&s i 
the impetuous French were repulsed with heavy 
loss, entirely broken, and those tfa^t did pot 
ffecape into the woods, were cut in pieces by tlie 
l^wsars* A considerable number of prisonejis were 
t4feen^ auid two pieces of artillery* JVl4JQr von 
Coring then occupied Frankenstein, and. Coil^^^oel 
iron Blticher kept his posidon on the faejhghts of 
WeidenthaL A less vigorous and resolute jopo-^ 
duct would have caused the total <lestructi0a of 
fitufiher's ovps^ instead of Jib^ disi^omfituxe .of the 
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eneB)y» It >va8 the (irst. time our gallant chief 
bad acope of aetion to display his military tnlentSf 
9md the issue g^ve fair promts^ of futiM^e greats 

A cooimaQder at the out-posts ot to arii^i 
when adored by lus troops, when endowed witl) 
iklll wd oonrage, and the rare talent of drawing 
advantage from the occurrences of the passing 
hour, xnay he said to he ca|>afale of Executing 
wonders, even with a handful of men. No ui'* 
ftwi^e inore striking can be given of the jusC^ 
nes» of this remark, than tb^ conduct of oijir en^ 
terpiising Cojonel <» the SStb of M^y \7^^ 
near.Kirrweiler, in the Pfalsf^ 

The French had advanced mik tWQ hu^ge bpdiea 
of cavalry, supported by infantry and artillery, 
l^ the way of Fenniugen and Edighofen^ to* 
wards Kirrweiler and -MaikamrQer, while anothc/r 
^ their detachments took, post between FriesbacU 
wd Freimersheim^ keeping, by Uns moveipi»i^ 
the regiment of Prussian hus^rs stationed near 
Gemsbein^ and Duttweilcir in checj^. The Prus^ 
fi^n out-|>osts at Maikanuner and Kirrweiler were 
forced back on the main body, and, the eru^m^ 
established two batteries towards Diedesfels^ 
Blncber^s regiment of Black hussars were draw^ 
pp in. fixint.of Diedesfels, facing Kirrweiler. A 
battalion of infantry, and two companies of 
sharp*j9hooters, were in possession of the height^. 
^Qtlier bM^t^lipn of infantry, with half a batter; 
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o£ horse-artillery, covered the road to Neustadt 
and Winzengen, by hieing posted on the high 
ground before Hambach. General von Wolfratfa, 
with two battalions and five guns, had likewise 
taken up a position between Duttweiler and Kirr^^ 
weilcr. The chenfiy, with a strong force, pushed on 
through Kirrweiler, and their sharp-shooters spread 
themselves to the right and left in the corn-fields, 
favouring, by their incessant fire, the approach of 
their horse-artillery* 

Colonel von Blucher at this critical moment 
rode forwards, to reconnoitre the enemy's dispoaft* 
ttons. He plainly perceived that it was their in- 
tention to take up a- position on this side Kirr- 
weiler, preceded by a heavy cannonade ; and, as 
he' had only light artillery with his corps, he 
could not prudently accept of a content with this 
arm^ on such unequal terms, which would ulti- 
mately have led to the evacuation of the posts dT 
Maikammer and Kirrweiler, to regain which, 
would have cost a number of brave men, if he 
wished to maintain his present position, or have 
it afterwards in his power to advance. As 
soon as this conviction fiashed across his mind^ 
his bold and vigorous spirit formed the resolution 
of immediately attacking the advancing enemy* 
|Ie estimated their numbers at about six thousand^ 
which^ though far superior to himself, did not 
weigh much in the scale of his calculations. Or-* 
liers were issued to withdraw the flanking troops^ 
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$o as to entice the enemy's sharp-shooters into the 
open, ground, pretending at the same time to re« 
treat with a part of his busses, by defiling be# 
bind some heights, unperceiyed by the enemy. 
All his out*posts were call^ in, and lay quietly in 
ambuscade, and out daring chief watched the ap« 
proach of the favourable moment, when the 
ground, and intermission of vigilancq on the part 
of the enemy, offered every advantage to his preme* 
ditated blow, and then, suddenly issuing from his 
ambush, he furiously fell upon the flank of the 
enemy's column, before the gates of Kirrweiler. 
The French riflemen, on perceiving the Prussian 
hussars, endeavoured to regain the town, but 
were most of tliem cut in pieces in making the 
attempt Bliicker succeeded in breaking and dis* 
persing the first column of the French with such 
vigour anf^ celerity, that their artillery was taken 
by Lieutenant von Amim, before they coiild fire 
a round of grape*shot A part of the head of the 
column tried to enter the town, and the troops 
in the place were equally eager to get out of it, to 
support their comrades; in short, the confusion 
and disorder amongst the French were:So great at 
the moment, that no .orders could be obeyed, or 
were listened to« Our gallant Colonel, accustom*^ 
ed to pursue his acquired advantages to the ut« 
most, did not hesitate about pushing through tlie 
place, at the head of his brave hussars, dispersing^ 
wounding, and taking prisoners, every troop of 
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Ae enemy diat came in their way : two more guns 
were added to the trophies of the alFairi and, ad«* 
irancing to Fidchlingen^ the remainder of his light 
troops followed bim. Some part of *the success of 
the day might be attributed to the eivemy having 
ptaced their artillery in line of battery, to can«« 
nonade General Woifrath* The enemy's second ^ 
column had retreated, and only two regiments of 
heavy dragoons stood thdr ground in front of 
Edesheim. Colonel von Blticher, from an end* 
nence near Tischlingen,^ haying got a view of 
their position, instantly collected the whole (^ 
hts horse, and proceeded without delay to throw 
himself on their right flank, and, if pwsible, to 
take them by surprise ; he had, indeed, penetrated 
within thirty yards of their flank, as one of the 
enemy's regiments wl^eled round with rapidity 
and order, and showed an imposing and tre^ 
mendotts front, that might be compared to a 
lofty, impenetrable wall. Dragoons, six feet 
high, with horses in proportion, presenting their 
long straight swords, like so many pikes, formed a 
singular contrast to the small lively animals, and 
i^fte evolutions, of Blucher's hussars. The sud^ 
denness of the enemy's movement checked the 
^petuosity of the Prussians, who for fi moment 
-stood wavering ; but Bliicher, ever ready at expe- 
dients, suddenly called out. Halt \ and ordered de- 
tached parties to gallop down the enemy s line, 
whece die ground admitted of this manceuvrei to 
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ikirmisb at a difltance with the enemy, and, by « 
cSonstant firing of their pistols at the horses of the 
French, to cause a confusion and disorder in their 
files. He accomplished his design. The com* 
ttianding officer of the enemy's dragoons found> 
as he thought) his position too much exposed to 
the teasing attacks of the Prussian light troops; 
and commanded his soldiers to wheel in column^ 
and to march off the groutid. This was the mor 
fiient.for Bliicher : a strong compact body of bus* 
4ars, kept in reserve, now rushed with the swift* 
l^ss of arrows upon the open lines as they were 
forming, and instantly broke the regiment. More 
than two hundred were cut in pieces^ the Colonel* 
commandant and a hundred men were taken pri* 
soners, and two standards fell into the hands of 
the victors. During this, the second battalion of 
Ton Golz's hussars had attacked the enemy in 
front, and happily succeeded in dispersing the re* 
tnainder of the two regiments. Our inde&tigable 
victor pursued tjie enemy through Edesbeim, fol* 
lowing them up, till they got under cover of the 
batteries belonging to the main body. 

This brilliant affair, and gallant enterprise, cost 
the enemy fifteen officers, and five hundred rank 
and file, as prisoners. General Ferrino escape^ 
by hiding himself in a field of corn. The French 
left six hundred wounded behind them, and four 
hundred horses proved an acceptable booty t6 
^liichers intrppid troops* No Pmssian o^ceir 
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was either killed or wounded, although they all 
charged at the head 6£ their meq. 

These splendid proofs of a bold unwearied per- 
severancei united with skill and foresight, met 
with the most gra<;ious acknowledgm^it from His 
Majesty the King of Prussia ; and the renowned 
Colonel Bliicher was promoted soon after, to thq 
rank of Major-general in tlie Prussian army. 

Thus elevated, he did not fail to distinguish 
himself whenever opportunity offered. An at* 
tack upon Edesbeim, on the second of July, in 
which tlie Prussian horse-artillery, in following 
his dispositions, did wonderful execution, and his 
hu&sars again broke and dispersed the enen\y a 
columns, served but to enhance his character la 
the eyes of all military men. 

The Prince von Ilohenlohe, as Commander-in« 
chief, makes particular and honourable mention, in 
his bulletin of the 19th September, of the brave 
Major-general von Bliicher, ascribing the success 
ofthe enterprise carried into execution on the 1 8th, 
aolely to his judgment. Bliicher's orders were, to 
advance with his brigade of hussars, by the way of 
Mohrlautern, as soon as he should receive a report, 
that the attack near l^ockspeier had succeeded : but 
our vigilant Bliicher here ag^in acted from the spur 
of the moment He had advanced; but tohave 
waited for reports^ he found, would give the enemy 
too much time> andt with his usual energy of action, 
he detached two of hi$ squadrons to the, Kaisers^* 
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barg, to turn the flank of the flying French, march- 
ing with his other squadrons, and a regiment of 
light horse, straight towards Honek : he dispersed 
the enemy's light troops on all sides of him, and 
i>rought in €00 prisoners. 

Bliicher's own regiment of Death's Head Hus- 
sars took 9 pieces of artillery, 2 howitzers, and 
6 pair of colours from the enemy, and made 1 
Lieutenant-general (Labodsiere)) 137 oflScers, 3327 
rank and file prisoners; sharing a booty of 1341 
horses, during the campaigns of 1793 and 1794. 
The regiment never lost more than six men, as 
prisoners, in the whole period. 

After this campaign^ Major-getieral von Bliicher 
received a command in the army of observation 
stationed on the Rhine, which proved barren of 
any military occurrences worthy recording/ 

M^r-general von Bliicher was made a 
Lieutehant-general in 1801 ; atld some time after 
this, previously to the campaign of 1806, he was 
appointed Governor of M Unster. 
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CHAPTER III. 

General Blucher's Campaign in \%06^Battlc of 
Jena — Capitulatian of Liibeck. 

This campaign forms an unfortunate epoch m the 
military history of Prussia. It was not a camk- 
paign for conquest, or to avenge trivial injuries 
and transgressions, biit a contention for those 
rights and privilegeSi in the enjoyment of which, 
nations that have a regard for social order and 
j^ound morality, place their most substantial hap- 
piness. The gigantic ambition oi one man in* 
volved Prussia in misfortunes the most bitter for 
her Sovereign to support, and cast a foul blot upon 
her military character, which our intrepid hero 
was ordained by the wise dispensations of Provi* 
deuce to obliterate for ever. Bliicher w^ no$ 
backward in assisting his royal master widi salu- 
tary advice, and encountered the greatest difficul- 
ties, and braved the greatest dangers, in protecting 
the Prussian name from ignominyw It was he aiane 
of all the Prussian generals, that scorned to yield, 
as long as a charge or a ball was left, to fire upon 
the enemy. 

This short but eventful struggle produced ef- 
fects that shook the Prussian monarchy to its 
foundations. Her army took the field, poweritil, 
• well appointed, full of confidence^ and flushed 
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with the recollection of past deeds in arms, both 
glorious and iminortaL It returned, dispirited, 
nay, almost atinihiiated: a certain fatality,, an un- 
accountable concurrence of unpropitious events, 
seemed to accompany, and to be inseparajble from, 
every step of this government. But the villanous 
projects of the arch-tyrant of Europe were not 
at that time appreciated. The Prussian people 
had not then felt his rod of iron : oppression had 
not yet roused them to a sense of what they owed 
to themselves as Germans, and ta their King as de- 
voted subjects. A few years of the most painful 
humiliation paved the way to their acquiring, at 
the point of the sword, that noble independence, 
so worrtiy of tiiemselves. Prussia's blazing star of 
victory shone forth once more in the distant hori- 
son, ascending with majestic effulgence to its 
mieridian, cheering the surrbuiiding nations with 
its warmth, while prostrate Germany blessed the 
hour of its deliverance. 

When the Prussian grand army opened the cam- 
paign in 1806, under the imniediate command of 
its adored Monarch, General Bliicher was intrust- 
ed with the right wing. At the commencement 
of the battle of Jena, he was ordered by the 
King to take upon him the command of the ad- 
vanced guard of cavalry, consisting of three regi- 
ments of dragoons, twenty-five squadrons of 
light cavalry, and a battery of horse-artillery. 
The; General, having advanced in front of the 
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grand army, to rccomioitre the enemy's move?^ 
jnents, was prevented by a heavy fog from aseer* 
taming their several position^^ Some reports 
made by his out-posts and skirmishers, induced 
him to proceed towards Kosen, in hopes of sur- 
prising or meeting detachments of the enenay. 
Befween Poppel and Tauchwitz, Bliicher encoun-^ 
tered the French division Gaudin, which he at* 
tacked with vigour and intrepidity, making a ter- 
rible slaughter among the enemy, and pursuing 
them sword in hand to the other side of Has* 
senhausen. The Queen's own regiment of dra* 
goons> the finest in the Prussian service, had 
here an opportunity of distinguishing itself ixi#st 
conspicuously. The enemy seemed to make a 
stand, as if ^they had fallen in litrith their support, 
arid the Prussian artillery being brought up, begaa 
to thunder against their supposed position, the 
fog still continuing so dense, that it scarcely al« 
lowed a distance of fifty yards to be distinctly 
seen. The French answered this cannonade 
briskly, and with heavier metal, from their bat 
tery, for about half an hour ; and it appeared by 
their dispositions that a large body of troops was 
debouching in line. General Bliicher in conse- 
quence drew off his artillery, and formed hb ca- 
valry in columns. The infantry meant for his 
support, were not yet arrived, and the fog prevent^ 
ed the gaining any authentic intelligence of the 
actual force of the enemy. In this state of things 
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Blucher was obliged to remain a considerable time 
inactive. It was the Duke of Brunswick's wish, 
that the whole army shouM be drawn up in close 
order of battle, and no important step taken 
until the fog had sufficiently dispersed, so that the 
position and manoeuvres. of the enemy could be, in 
some degree, ascertained. The cautious advice of 
the veteran was not followed. Field*marshal Mol- 
iendorf insistjed that no time ought to be lost, 
that a rapid march forwards, must disconcert the 
enemy's plaii^^ whatever they might be, as their 
corps were now all in motion, and in a probable 
state of dislocation. Vigorous measures, we 
grant, could alone baffle the enemy ; but vigour 
without foresight, is at all times dangerous. .Mdl- 
iendorf's opinion gained the ascendancy, and the 
army was ordered to march in advance, incpm-- 
inoded by a mist that prevented the soldiers see- 
ing objects within twenty yards of them. 

General von Bliicher did not, however, reneW^ 
his attack with the advanced guard, until this 
mist bad dispersed itself, opening to his view a 
large body and extended line of French infantry. 
His old manoeuvres, of indirect charges following 
each other in succession, and skirmishing on all 
sides, first Growing t^e files into disorder, and 
then, by a heavy unexpected charge, to break 
through, were here found of no avail. The new 
tactics of Napoleon, of drawing up his infi^ntry 
in alternate squares, flanked by light artillery, and 
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who was pmacnt, as a witness, who had read Napo^ 
leoii's letter to the King, in which he had offered 
him peaoe. The French General greedily swal^ 
lowed the bait, as did likewise General Lasalle; 
who followed with two regiments. Blttcher's 
corps was permitted to pass unmolested ; and, by 
a forced march, placed themselves out of all ck.n*' 
ger from that quarter. Buonaparte particularly 
mentions the occurrence iii one of his bulletitis, 
accompanied by a severe reprimand on the conduct 
of the two generals* General Kalkreuth attempt- 
ed to practise the same deception upon Marshal 
Soult, soon afterwards, but without sucidess. 

The troops under Biucher's command, in high 

spirits at having deceived their wily foe, and full 

of confidence in their chief, now pursued tlmv 

march with vigorous alacrity. They came up 

with a body of French, on the S7th, near Fiirst- 

enburg) and, l^ a gall^it and well-ordered atv 

tack, succeeded in forcmg through them; and, 

on the folio wing. day, near Lychen, they were no 

less successful, It was our General-s intenticm to 

proceed to Prenzlo^; but it being reported to 

him, that Prince Hohenlohe's corps had beesi en? 

tirely dispersed, tliat step became quite impossifadte. 

He therefore turned to his left towards Strelitz, be^ 

ing sanguine enough to hope, that, after effecting 

a junction with Winning's corps, he Should be 

able to force his wa.y ta Magdeburg; -or, by 

throwing himself aeross the Elbe, gain time for 
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tbe fortresses, of Magdeburg and Hasieto to to 
provisioned for a/siege : and then to operate, a<H 
cording to circumstances, in the rear of Napoleoa'sr 
grand army. Engineer officers were sent to Lau« 
enburg, to prepare materials for throwing a bridge 
over the Elbe at that point. At this juncture 
advices were received by Bliicher, that Marshal 
Soult, at the head of a considerabJte force, had 
already passed the Elbe, and was directing hk- 
inarch towards him. Nothing appalled our gal-; 
lant Gmieral ; he contiQ^ed his route towards the 
Elbe, firmly deitermined to fight his way, being 
flushed with his former successes, and possessing^ 
tb^ entire devotion of his troops. A conti]:iuatioii» 
Qf attacks now followed in rapid succession. The 
Prussian cavalry perform^ prodigies of valour^ 
and roughly hnjidliBd the enenjy's horse, whenever 
they ventured a charge with them. 

The Prince of Ponte-Corvo, commanding a 
strong corps of the enemy, sent a flag of truce, on 
the 1st of November, to General von Bliicher, 
witfi a summons to capitulate, stating at the 
same time, that, as he was nearly surrounded by 
three corps of the French gtand army, there was 
no retr»t in his power. Tbe General assured :the 
Prince, tljat be never should capitulate as long aa 
he h^ a cartridge left: adding, "He, for hU 
own part, knew not the man that should prevent 
his marching to Berlin, or relieving Magdeburg/' 
In,the ifiterim he was r^iiiforced by Colonel von 
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Qsten, who joined, with four squadrons of Jiit. own 
feginient, a battalion of infantry, and a oompany 
afsbarp-shooters. 

Amidst daily skirmishing, and simultaneous at* 
tacks, BlUcher reached the neighboarhc^d of 
Schwerin, on the 3d of November. A very warm 
dfEair with the advanced guard, took place near 
tike village of Krimitz, which continued till th^ 
evening. The Prussians beat the enemy com** 
pletely oiit of the fij^ld, taking a considerable 
number of prisoners, amongst whom wasa<;oIonet, 
and an adjutant of the Prince of Ponte-Corvo* 
Partial as the advantages certainly were, that 
could be derived from these bloody rencontres/ 
they were not without ultimate benefit to the 
Prussian service; the soldier became convinced 
that, upon equal terms, his strong and vigorous* 
arm was ever an overmatch for Gallic agility. 
- A second summons from the Prince of Ponte« 
Corvo, to capitulate, was treated with; the. i^une 
disdain as the former, and filUcher notified his 
wi^h of declining to listen to any further overtures 
of the like nature. 

Bltteher's intended march upon Magdeburg, 
which, but a few days before, he had defied any 
one to prevent, was acknowledged, by himself as 
well as his stafFj to have now met with obstacles 
that appeared but to6 evidently insurmountable. 
A continuation of forced marches had fatigued the 
troops to an inconceivable degree, AU stra^lers 



Digitized 



by Google 



PISLP-MAMHAX. PRQIGB SLUCHER. 4$ 

fell into the hands of the Frenoh, Amiimmthm^ 
i& particular, began to fail, and there were no 
magazines within their reach. These considera^ 
tions^ maturely weighed, indaced the General to 
alter his plan, and to throw himself into some 
city of note, by which step he could procure his 
brave followers that rest they stood so much in 
need of, gain time to supply them with necessaries, 
and to replenish his ammunition. To avoid a 
pitehed battle was, however, his first and princif^ 
care. Aa long as he could keep tlie field, or emi> 
ploy the French army by bis. marches and..ma^. 
Bceuvres, he held Napoleon in: check from: ap« 
praaching the Oder, delayed Jiis march on. ihat 
river, land thus gave time for the Prussian fordsy 
to assemble and form themselves in East Prussian 
these mancsuviEes, also enabled the Russians, who 
were actually in march, to reach the frontiers early 
enough for their assistasice to be of important 
idenefit to the! kingdom. 

O&J^ evening of the 3d .^f November, after 
reports from the out-^posta Jiad been majd&to Blii« 
cher, there was every reason ta suppose that 
Murat was marching on his left flank^ ;Soult OA 
his Tight, and^ the Pxince of Ponte-Gorvo vtif 
nesis him in front Thus situated, by break cf 
day on the 4th, no other alternative was left hins^. 
but either to fight despera.tely against superior 
imipba-£^ with little or no chance of success, or 
to throw himself into I4ibeck or Hamburgh* Jn 
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9iie or the other of these cities tha General hoped 
4o nakatsin himself for some considerable time. 
Lttbeek appeared the most proper for his purpose^ 
as it still had remains of old fortifications. Some 
Swedish troops were already in it, who, he flat^ 
tered himself, might be persuaded to make a com«> 
mon oftuse with him. 

If Sittdier's retreat had been crowned with 
suecesi^ no doubts it would have been compared 
whh that of Moreau. Every attendant circum^ 
stance was well reflected upon : it was undertaken 
with wisdom and foresight, and the heroic valour 
<lf 9 handful of men, whose names deserve to be 
leeorded on the braaen tablets of history, accom* 
|diahed it. What difficulties had our General not 
to encounter ! On his right the Baltic, and on his 
left a neutral territory, was a situation not among 
the least of them. 

A toilsome forced march of thirty-six hours 
brought BlUcher and his army before the walls of 
Xi!kbeck, on the evening of die 5th of November. 
The Senate revised him and his brave followers 
admittance. Prussians, that have since secured 
.the independence of this city for ever, and saved 
the German name from eternal disgrace, had the 
gatss shut in. their faces I But the times of slugw 
^sh grovelling inactivity are over ! Entreaties 
und representations proved useless, and BlUcber 
ordered the gates to be forced. The General pror 
ceeded to the Senate-faou&e, and demanded brea4 
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and quarters fbr his troops.. His application was 
formally protested against The urgency of the 
moment constrained bim to ^eclare> that if his 
shnple demands were not immediately complied 
with, he should feel himself obliged to adopt coer* 
cive measures. The Senate reluctantly consented 
to provide for his exhausted troops. Quarters 
were appointed them, and refreshments distributed 
with a liberal hand^ A few hours of rest only 
prepared the way for a more busy scene^ and the 
temporary calm was followed by a storm. B1U« 
cher's desperate defence of Lubeck gave his liaaie 
a celebrity throughout the north of Germany, and 
procured him a popularity, which had lost i^one 
of its vigour, when he again took the fieldi aeven 
years afterwards. He there fought, as every son 
of Germania ought to £ght, as long as a grain of 
po\s^der was in his cartridge-box. If his fame luid 
not been established, this intrepid conduct would 
have fixed it on the firmest foundations. 
. General Bliicher, on the foUowiog day, drew 
up bis little army of heroea on the Trave, lewin^ 
his right on LUbeck, and his left on the village of 
Trave9iUnde. A corps of Danes, under (jrenerai 
von.Ewald, were posted on their frontiers, nearly 
touching fiKicher's right wing. The two Generab 
exchanged civilities, and the former hastened to 
announce, that his orders were to defend the 
frontiers against the aggressions of either party, 
but to take no decided part whatever in their 
operations. 
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At an' early hour of the morning, Liibeck waft 
invested on all sides, by three jcorps of the French 
grand army, under the Prince: of Ponte-Corvo, 
MwfSiiifUXtd Soult. They made preparations to 
take the place by assault, atid a most sanguinary 
konAict ensued* After the brave Prussians had 
expended the whole of their ammunition^ and 
their artillery was rendered useless, from the want 
of powder and bails, the French, perceiving the 
slackemng fire of our valiant General, proceeded 
to storm the Burg-gate of the city, at the point of 
the bayonet: the most dreadful slaughtier aisued: 
the Prussians were but a handful of men, not ex- 
ceeding 6000 capable of bearing arms ; the French 
had more than 40,000 men before the place, and 
by di.nt of pouring iii fresh troops through the 
gate, forced tlieir way at last into the town, over 
the diead bodies of their comrades, that lay, by 
thousands^, in the gateway. To withstand so great 
a superiority was impossible ; our gallant General 
was obliged to yield The French got possession 
afi^ place, and the remains of the Prussian 
iilrm; pasrsed the night in their position on the. 
Tteirm^'-^ Early the next morning, the Prince of 
?onte-Corvo again offered General BlUcher a ca* 
pitnlation ; which, after the preliminaries were 
settledy- was accepted ,by him- . 

..General Blilcher, in drawing up the. terma.of 

ifae capitulation, began it in the following words: 

^^ As a capitulation has been offered me by the 
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Piwce of Ponte-Corvo, and haying accepted it^ 
for want of every kind of ammunition^ I," &c. 

Objections being, made to this by the French 
officer, who declared that it was unusual to mentioa 
the reasons of a capitulation, in stating the terms, 
Bliicher answered abruptly, " By G— , I '11 ca* 
pitulate on no other conditions whatever, let 
what will come of it." 

It was afterwards arranged, that Bliicher should 
be allowed to state his reason for capitulating, 
above and below his signature to the capitulation ; 
and which he actually did. 

. Those, acts of savage barbarity, those sctoes of 
rapine, plunder, and devastation, which hav^ al* 
ways marked the blood-stained path of. the fol* 
lowers of Napoleon, and which now. took plactt 
in Liibeck, can neither be conceived: nor de* 
scribed. Horror herself would shrink aghast at 
the sight, and the pen of the historian falls frorr^ 
his hand. The virtuous citizens of Lubeck, that 
venerable sister of the Hanse League,, bave a> fSn 
membrane^ left them of French atrocity^ that: wlB 
ever roose them to a just sense of the duties they' 
owe to the common cause of Germany *• 

i .. ■ . • ■ 1 " . »t "f ni l oJ^ i imi ^ 

♦ A corps of French troops, headed b^^ Marshal Hurat^ ii\ 
miU'ching through the territories of the Prince of Lippe^haum-* 
hxitg^ had* stripped his ^tud of every horde; afndngst theiil wai 
a&Tourite animal, whose peculi&r fate ^d extrabrdinaiy fliagfH 
city had rendered hiin an object .pf particular regard and esti* 
ination to the Prince and his family. This horse had formerly 

3 
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The excesses of the French soldiery lasted three 
days. 

Geueral" Blucher, after performing the most 
painful of all tasks for a warrior, that of seeing 
his brave men lay down their arms, wrote the 
following letter to His Majesty the King of 
Prussia : . 

" It is with a heart deeply wounded that I 
Jiave to report to Your Majesty the gradual de- 
struction, and fate of the corps of troops under my 
command, which I have had the misfortune to 
head, under circumstances which permitted no 
ipther alternative. The troops have, throughout, 



belonged to an uncle of the illustrious house, and had been ridden 
hy him when colonel of a regiment, during the campaign in 
iRbuiders, in the' course of which, their relatiTC was killed in 
aedoQ, and the body never found ; but, before the afflicting 
news reached them, to their great surprise and astonishment, 
Che horse returned alone, wounded in the neck, from the field 
of batde to the castle stables, a distance of at least an hundred 
ttOeiu lliat the animal was much caressed, and a great value 
4^ ttpQP him, no one can doubt, from the singularity of the 
circumstance. Every kind of application was made, and every 
exchange offered to the French Marshal, that this charger in 
particular might be restored, but without efifect ; a deaf ear was 
tanMdtaaU.their entreaties, remonstrances, and representations 
of the causes that rendered him so great a favourite of the 
family. They never saw him more. Another instance of the 
vile iprinqiples, and selfish turpitude of sentiment, that in- 
fluenced the conduct of some of the Satraps of the most exe* 
arable of tyrants. 

Related by the Prince t9 the editor himself. 
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evinced a steadiness and bravery which have ex- 
ceeded my expectations, and which, in any other 
situation, would have immortalized them. They 
have shown a patience under intolerable priva- 
tions, and a love of discipline, that reflect etema|. 
honour upon them. The sense of having faith- 
fully discharged my duties to my country, affords 
me the only consolation I can feel, in this hour of 
bitter sorrow. 

** Your Majesty's devoted servant, ' 

" VoN Blxjcher.*' 

Our distinguished General was afterwards ex* 
changed for General Victor, and Joined his King 
in East-Prussia. 

After the peace of Tilsit, he was appointed to 
the military government of Pomerania. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

tntroducterjji Reflections— Armaments of Prussia^^ 
Opening of the Campaign by General von Bliicher^ 
prior to the Armistice. 

The tide of victory, like an irresistible torrent, 
in pursuing her tumultnoufc course, from the walls 
of Moscow to the shores of the Niemen, had T)urst 
a«tm(kr drase poBd^ouii ckams of iroa with which 
l^e lyrauh^ of tx despotic ooikq^K)!; 4k> pi-oinote. 
his ambitious views, had held the Teutoi^ic natiroa 
eiiaitliixdkii T^ hig^ beh^st$ of Heav^ having 
miraculously oordaia^, ^t G^^riBaQiu'^ scura 
shoyld never again drag his triumphial car, nor 
d6 homage at his feet ; it must have doubly re* 
dounded to their shame, when rescued from fur- 
ther disgrace,, and delivered from their hated 
shackles, to have followed their enslaver, and, full . 
of obsequious submission and humility, sponta^ 
neously to have offered their obedient t^ecks, once 
more, to his galling and perfidious yoke* Amongst 
the meanest race of animals, no traces are to be 
found of willing slavery; and vile must be that 
heart, which is capable of estimating m^an below 
the brute creation, * ; . 

The little Prussian army, under General vou 
York, deserted and neglected by the flying French, 
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proceeded with order and firmaess throiigb. the 
6nowis apd woods of Courland towards tlreir Qativ0 
soil, there to devote itself to the future i^ervice 
4Qd will of its revered master, its only fit and 
honourable destination. A Russian corpp had .^- 
ready hemmed in its line of march to the frpptiecs 
of Prussia. The commanders, cm both sidie^, soon 
came to a good understanding with each pthen 
The Prussians had been driven into Riissia by 
/orce, and no other rights bound them, but t|io6)e 
of the s^tronger party. JBy an idle abu8i$ e^ h|s 
power. Napoleon had himself destrgy/^d tlie m^ai^ 
t>f cons training others, and these :«elf-preated 
rights had now evaporated into nothing. S^aiid* 
ing thus alone, and unbiassed, the Pri2iSsiaQ3 eoi^}4 
no lon^r consider themselves as eneniies to tli^ 
Russians ; for they had n^eyer be€^ such in reality ; 
and honour forbade tl)em to ack^l^wkdge any 
commands, or fulfil any other destination, jbj^ 
what the immediate ordei^ of theif Ii»wf^ Sove- 
reign might contain. The RussiA&s^; triirstiiig ^ 
approaching alliances with al.l st#|^ ' i^ee<>Vi§ri^g 
their freedom, derived no litjt)^ /adv^ai^jtage fjrom 
permitting the effecU of the e^aforiE^ coalition 
between Prnssia and France quie^y to SiU^ude, 
thus smoothing th^ way to a Siubseqittent closp. 
cpnfederacy ia the comii^oiEi ca^sie ^( yall. Avow- 
ing their mutual independeinee, ^m^ not as ene- 
jnies or allies, the two <;orps ^paraid^d, ^ua4 tbie 
Prujssians took up their meutral quarteris with- 

x2 
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in their own territories. This reduced corps had 
but just shaken off Napoleon's trammels; and no 
sooner had the people beheld these arrogant vain- 
glorious conquerors, returning like troops of mi-* 
serable mendicants, in a state of contemptible 
wretchedness (the conqueror must be ever fortu- 
nate or else he is justly contemptible), than they 
felt themselves as if led back, by the invisible 
hand of Fate, to an independent existence, and 
to the urgent indispensable duty of putting forth 
every individual energy to maintain this inde- 
pendence, in a more laudable and vigorous manner 
than in the 3^ar 1806. The loud and unanimous 
voice of the people, and their national feelings, 
were listened to, and cherished, by the Monarch 
and hiB ministers. They confessed the necessity 
of supporting the nation with all the influence of 
legal authority, of improving the probable short 
period of free action, to bring forward her physi-* 
cal strength, and then to begin the struggle anew, 
for liberty and an, honourable station amongst the 
continental powers. 

The truly unfortunate days of Jena and Auerr 
stadt had tarnished the long-enjoyed splendour of 
the arms of Prussia, and blasted her name with 
scorn and dishonour. The army, on its retreat 
after these defeats, had disbanded itsdf entirely;^ 
the fortresses and sttong-ho^ds of the monarchy 
fell most disgracefully one after the other j the 
kingdom was conquered j and, after the expiratFott 
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of pnly four weeks, insignificant werq the wrecks 
of cither, 'that were left for a beloved Sovereign to 
mourn over* The few bands of iaitbful watriors 
that afterwards joined the Russian forces, in the 
Upper Prussian provinces, were too weak, and 
the means of filling up their ranks too inefficient, 
to attempt the recovery, at that moment, of what 
had been lost. This evil was rendered greater by 
the peace of Tilsit, in which, disgraceful boundc^ 
were set to the augmentation of the Prussian 
army, its strength being limited to 42«000 men ; 
and even the proportion of its arms to each other 
was prescribed and dictated by their haughty, in* 
flexible^ and wily enemy. In the course of a year^ 
that brilliant and splendid military character of 
Prussia, .so much the admiration of every friend 
to warlike and glorious achievements, and held 
up as an example to all Europe, disappeared^ 
Reproaches from all sides followed, instead of ad* 
miration, and humiliations supplied the place of 
homage^ 

The army was dispirited, the past afforded no 
satisfaction, futurity opened no heartening pro-^ 
spects. A well-placed confidence in any single 
commander, that might have kept alive their ar- 
dour, was no where to be found } the war of 180^ 
had been too short to give any one an opportunity 
pf raising himself to a post of eminence, and the 
few that did distinguish themselves, shared the 
divided approbation of popular opinion, 

x3 
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Ovfitig to this spiritless sitiMition of the army^ 
tfhe dimitiished opirience of the state, tlic embar- 
leased fitiances, the reduction commanded bv a fo- 
veign pdwcFj afid a party of lukewarm patrroti at 
HiKfle, that opposed every energetic measure what* 
eirer, it Was extremely difficult to attai» those 
rfbjecti still kept in vfew. The army was to be 
i^organized entirely, it» courage revived, its^ 
i!q>irit reinspired, all abuses rooted out; and be- 
sides the formation and coYnpletioa of the naraber 
fixed ih the treaty, the foundation 6f a new and 
great military pow^r was to be imperceptibly laid, 
which, at some future period^ might, at a decisive 
niotoeiit, sud^lenly arise for self-defence, and re- 
itieve the honour of the Prussian name. 
- The few yeiars of peace, from 1808 to 1811, 
yi^tdj With unwearied solicitude,, devoted to the 
aecomplishment of these intentions. 

According to the treaty with France, the afmy 
should consist of 

24,000 men, infantry ; . 
6,000 — — , cavalry ; 

0,000 ' y artillery ; 

^,000 , guards. 

. / 42,000 



'these were divided liito six corps of all arm*, 
called brigades, each brigade consisting of from 
6 to 7000 men. Thjee military governments were 
created; namely,- the Prussian, the Silesian, and 
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occurmd m completiog t^ie ai'my to\4%000i n^n j 
but ite new formation, ^Kid* particularly tlie r^;^ 
nerativeijipirit to be inspired^ found a tbou^aiid 
prejudices to struggle against^ t(^th^ with thf 
iU-«dU and sedf-intereiit of mdiyidu^i$,.(de^-TOOt«i 
habits, an obstinate aluggislmcss, and an in9agill^ 
airy: deaponding herlpleiraness ; but, in spite of: all 
these obstacles,, seeming to present msurmoi^tf 
iibte baraer% advaoces were foilunatdy ixiade;^as^ 
die impediments insensibly and gradually re** 
mai:«d% In the^ yeaa? 180^^ the army was. com*" 
pletely reformed, hadm^^l^rs and regulations, a 
n^w exercise ; and, ^e xaay say^ felt itself invi- 
gotated throu|^i^2k It was brought Bearer tile 
people, and hopes \imeaitertained that it might 
becone a school fDti the future formation of a . 
thilitary natioaat chanMNnr, refined from all impure 
particles; Those obstructions met with, ia the 
.atiiempt to enlarge utinoticed the new foundation 
hud: for die whole military pqwer of Prussia; wrae 
now happily overcome, and it would be but tet 
diotts to name thsm^ in rehearsing the means diat 
wiere resmted toi We Must be satisfied with rei^ 
ittapking, that only nnrcflittting exertnone in em^ 
pk^yiog land' bringing* into' efS^ weQ-^digetsteid 
iMdMi^ as' local >circuv5Sti|»eespermitte^^ cs>uld 
)ead to the desired conswimation of Frassia's 
dtsMst wisbesii 
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The principal objects were : 
V 1. To be able rapidly to reinforce the anny» by 
ibe continual exercising of recruits for a certam 
time, and then to disband them to make room fw 
others; by which method, in less than three year^ 
inore than 160,000 men had passed the rcmtine of 
military exercise and evolutions. 

2. To establish workshops for the manufactur- 
ing of .arms. The Berlin manufoctory produced 
1000 stand of arms every mcmth ; an entire new 
manufactory was erected and arranged at Neisse, 
in Silesia; and a considerable number of arms 
were bought up in Austria. 

5. To form parks of artillery. As the whole pf 
the field artillery was lost, it was necessary to De- 
plenish the loss out of the eight fortresses still in 
possession, by refounding all the heavy brass ord* 
nance in them, and mounting iron ones in their 
stead. Founderies and laboratories were built at 
convenient places, and, in three years, the army, 
had again complete parks of artillery for 1£0,000 
men. 

4. To arm, and furnish with, supplies, the eight 
fortresses : as they were to be looked upon as the 
pillars and props of the Prussian monarchy, whoae 
geographical situation rendering the open country 
60 easy to be overrun by an enemy, they stood 
like rocks in the. sea, unmoved by the passing 
storm. In them, the warlike strength of Prussia 
could be collected anil* preserved, in case> of such 
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an event On which aceount, intrentihedl damps 
were thrown up Bear Pillau and Colberg, and id 
Silesia. Besides the extended lines of Neisse/lst 
fortified camp marked out near Giat2, was intend- 
ed to receive troops and military stores. The 
rough and unformed means of defence and wai^ 
fare, both in men and materials, could he collected 
in them, and be there modelled and formed, eveA 
during the inroads of an invading enemy. 
: In is 12, these camps were all coinpleted. Such 
unwearied exertions, and a wise economy in the 
application of those means, formerly so little at* 
tended to, had placed the Prussian arnfy on a 
tooting, in the course of four years, that, from 
42^000 men, of which it actually consisted, it 
- tould^ in a few months, be increased to 120 or 
150,000 men. 

Officers, both etVil anid military, well versed in 
the duties of their different stations, and in the 
prime of life, stood at the head of the several de* 
. partmeiits. ^ 

The injurious consequences arising from a too 
strict attention to seniority by promotions, were 
averted, and the useful man, who had distin* 
guishec^ himself in battle, or made great sacrifices 
to the state, was patronized and brought forward; 
and thus, by degrees^ a regard for the new order 
of things, a renewed confidence in themselves 
and in their innate value, were instilled into, and 
diffused throughout the whole. << ^ . 
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To finish the work of this new creartMH^. tin 
ides^ of a national defence, by an organized militia 
lind levy en masse, seemed naturally to present it- 
self, fiy the former, if war broke out, the amy 
could be doubled in its numbers ; and by the la;^ 
ter, the defence of this little kingdom eould re*«, 
eeive some degree of stability* Yet those Tery 
means that tended to reinforce the standing a^my 
with the utmost celerity, encroached on the embody*- 
ing of the militia ; if, by the increase of die arrinyi 
all the arms in store, and the exercised and timin^ 
ed men J were brought into service, and none were 
then left to compose an efficient groundwork, for 
the militia. 

But the treaty of alliance with France, in 18 IS, 
put a stop at once to all these wise and provident 
preparations for erecting a firm national defence 
against any foreign subjugation that might be 
attempted. By it,: the little army was robbed 
of half its numbers, to be employed for purposes 
very opposite to its original destination; and, in 
consequence, all attanpts to attain the end pro« 
posed were paralysed; indeed, by the uncer^ 
tainty how the means produced might be made 
use of, it would have been the extreme of folly 
to continue them in any shape whatever. There- 
fore, not only no progress* was made during iiie 
year 1812, but the hope of any, seemed to be 
fextiQguished. The auxiliary corps returned at the 
end of the campaign into Russia^ with a* Ibfti 
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of 10, GW Bien, aid the fioWet df the afwy was 
weakeiH&4 by at legist a fourth. 

Thk loa», sev*re as it was^ might pethaps bi» 
outweighed by the military experience tj>is little 
cdrjfs bad acquired, by the cottfidence they had 
gained in themselves and their new formationj by 
the esteem with which they inspired both their 
allies and opponents ; aud, above all, by the in-* 
veterate and renewed- hatred imbibed against the 
tyrant and oppressor of legal Kbel-ty atid civid 
freedbm*. 



* The Emperor Alexander, a short time previously to the- 
inroad of Napoleon into Russia, in 1812, with the view of 
Itvefting t&e spilling of so nnuch human blood, sent General 
Bilasdlioff to the htod^^Uart^rs of NafkHeon. 

He w» received in Napoleon's.anteehamber by Genets Ouroc^ 
who, with a fiiigned graciousness, entreated him to excuse tbf 
delay, but that the Emperor was breakfasting at the moment* 

The door of the adjoining apartment \^as at length opened ; 
theGeneral perceived Napoleon as if just rismg from his break- 
fast ; near Una werfe standihg tfie Kkg< d Naples the King of 
Weslpbfia, and &q Vieenr^ oF Italy* Upoa General Bda- 
sdioff 'a entering the room, the Emperor called out to the 
grand personages tha( surrounded him, ** Allez vous en I" 

Till! coiiAsreut!!! lasted' several^ hours, nr the course u(""wliicli,' 
Nspoleon brou^tf<n:waid every specious snd wilyt^rgjwent to 
prove^ that Hussia wotdd act tho wisest part in submitting t9 
his di^mandsy .as tberCrWaano possible jcbasice of her being aUf 
to witbstaod the combined ,streng;th of Fr^oace and hsjr allies 
AmMgsti msap^ singular reasons addftced by Naj^lepi^, in det 
fence of iiis assertion, and to confinaa it, the following majf be 
wxarthg^ tficordii^ asr it p^ojes.^Khat was^aotuaRjf.th^ di^ee 
•f estimation in which he held the German nation : • ^^ Ta)Eij^ 
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. The military force of Prussia was thus sitnatedl 
at that epoch, when the rapid floods of disiSom^ 
fiture burst on the French grand army^ and scat-^ 
tered and impelled its feeble remains^ like the 
fragments of a shipwreck^ over the plains of 
Germany* 

The decisive moment was now arrived in which 
those numerous and digested plans, that had so 
long and anxiously occupied the Prussian govern* 
))ient, could ripen to perfection. Although there 
was no possibility of attaining tiie desideratum of 
having the country defended by 250,000 men^ well 
trained and skilled in evolutions, and it must 
eventually suffer some curtailment, ^ while it is in 
the nature of things attempted by man to fait 
short of the object in view ; yet, in the executicMi) 
much depended on energy, vigour, and aQjkivity, 
to reach th^ goal at a greater or leSs distance. 
The sequel has proved that this was by no means 
a|i extravagant scheme, for a few months realized 
ibe hopes cherished with so much solicitude* 

To complete the regiments, and to form new 
corps^ recruits were drawn together in Prussia, 



for granted,*^ he proceeded to say, ** that the p6Wetp( javtt 
Emperor is eq^al to name, yet, you ought to reflect, that When 
your monarch loses fire men, they are five Russians ; where&s, 
I can only lose, in this campaign, one Frenchman and fbof 
liogs :" fJe heperds qu*un Frangau et qtmtre eoAons.) Mew^ 
ittg by eochtmsy his allies the Germami ! 

Genera] Balascboff^s misiioiiy U ated looMy be added, was 
ineifectuaL 



Digitized 



by Google 



nSLB'MARSHAL PBINCE BLUCHBK. 9l 

early in January 1813, about the time that France 
began to raise her new levies, by a rigorous en^ 
forcement of the conscription-laws. 

Within a period of rather more than two 
months, that is, at the end of March, the army 
in Silesia amounted to 25,000 men, fully equipped 
and well disciplined, 'exclusive of the garriscKis^ 
and about S0,000 men, whose formation was not 
yet complete. The corps of General von York 
arrived in the Mark, out of Prussia, ^bout 15,000 
men strong (but had more than 6000 sick). lu 
the Mark and in Pomerania there were nearly 
10,000 men, well exercised, without reckoning 
the garrisons, and 15,000 recruits, in an approxi* 
mate state of organization. 

The Prussian forces might consequently, at this 
time, be estimated as follows: 

J. Well -disciplined, exclusive of gar* ^ 

risons ^- - - - r - • - - 50,000 
2. In a state of organization » * - :S5,000 

3; The sick - - 10,000 

4 Garrisons in the eight fortresses - }5,0p0 

.1 J mn m \ I f 

110,000 



The army was therefore recruited to almost four 
times its former numbers. The troops were all 
completely dis<iiplined towards the end of Aprfl, 
when hoMilities commenced ; but the recruits 
were notable as yetj to join the theatre of the w^r 
\n Sajfcoriy, M the beginning of May, about the 
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time of the battle of Liitzen, the Prussian army 
Blight be placed under the following beads : 
In active service, before tke enemyy 70,000 men; vit. 
In Saxony, at the battle of Lttlzcn - - 35,000 
Under General Kleist, at Halle - - ^ 4,000 

I>etached - - - 1,000 

Ob the Elbe, and before tbtf fortresses of . 
Spandau, Stettin, Glogau, Wittenberg, 
&c. ^ . . • - - - - . * • 30,000 
Nat before the enemy , 40,000 ; viz. 
fieserves marching to die army - - - 15,000 
Garrisons ----^---•,. 15,000 
SicV . . ^ • . ia,ooo 



110,000 



. The mHitia iw:ere at this time only formtng ; but, 
according to the plan of embodyifig them, they 
were to be 150,000 men strong,^ 

The best spirit animated all -the disciplined 
troops; a«d their being divided into small brigades 
of 7 to 8000 men, of all arms, well provided with 
every equipment, was one of the best foimationa 
which troops could receive, 

Tb^ commanders of the several corps were ; 
First Corps. 

General von BlUcher, General oi the cava^lry. 

First brigade^ ColopsC^l van KlUx. 

SecQpd brigade, Ge^iiG^ra^ von Zi^hieiit 

JR.eserve bi>^do <)f .tftfa<a|:ry {guafids}) Gener^^ 
von Rcid^r. * 

Cavalry reserve, Colonel von Dolfs, 
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Setond Corps. 
General von York* 
First brigade, "Lieutenant-General von Kleist 
Second brigade, Colonel von Horn. 
Third brigade, General von Hunerbein. 
The series of operations in which this latt<^ 
corps was engaged, since the campaign in Cour* 
land, had so changed its former organization, that 
at the battte of Lutzenvery little traces were dis- 
cernible, General von York was present at the 
battle with 8000 men, and under him General 
von Hiinerbein, and Colonel von' Horn, General 
von Kleist, with a detachment of the corps, and 
some regiments of Russians, about 5000 men, wa^ 
before Leipsic, The remainder were left to inv€#t 
Spandau and Wittenberg. . 

Third Corps. 

General yon Biilew, 

• Under him, General von Borstd ommnanded all 

the corps before tlic fortresses of Magdeburg, 

Wittenberg, and on ihe Elbe. 

Fourth Corps. 
Lieutenant-general vori Tauenzien commmded 
the troops blockading Stettin; General von Sehu^ 
ten, t h e se be f ore Glogau ^ ^ai>d ^G^u^t^l von Tbii- 
«Mi iovttsjted S^ttdw. 

This i^as 4te *sta*e 'of 4i» ^jsttssfen aitny, wheti 
operations commenced on the right *baf»^ of ifee 
Elbe. 
Imperious circumstances ^navAidabJ/ caused a 
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dispersion and derangement of the forees, whicli 
are usually but little taken into oonsideration by 
him, who, distant from the seat of war, attempts 
to calculate and weigh military occurrences in his 
arm -chain Two very sufficient reasons may, 
however, be assigned for this dispersion : first, 
because a considerable number of &rtified places, 
both of the enemy and our own, were in the rear 
of the line of operations : secondly, Prussia had 
begun the formation of her military power in the 
distant provinces of her dismembered monarchy, 
at a time wlien the enemy was actually occupying* 
them ; and the celerity ^f the movements made, 
would not adtnit of the places being relieved by 
the Russians^ so that the whole of her active force 
could gradually converge to, and be concentrated 
at one point 

General von Blttcher marched out of Silesia to* 
wards the end of March 1813, at the head of a 
gallant army of 25,000 men, well disciplined and 
equipped; and, on the 3d of April, passed the 
Elbe at Dresden. The Russian General Winzin- 
gerode% with 13,000 Russians, was place<i under 
him, and formed his corps in advance* 



* This General being taken prisoner by acddent, in October 
1812, near Moscow, was brought under a goard into the pre* 
senee of Napoldon, at the littl^ tpw^ pf Wereja, not far from. 
Mcgaisk. Napoleon, with a countenance inflamed with rage 
and passion, received him with a volley of abusive words t^ai 
jEf|decorou8 expressions, ending at Istt irith : 
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Count Wittgenstein, General von York, and 
General von Borstel» with their united corps of 
25,000 men, were on the right bank of the Elbe, 
blockading Magdeburg. The Russian detach- 
ments under Tettenborn, Dorenberg, and Czerni- 
scheflr, of 6 to 7000 men altogether, had pene* 
trated belov^ JMagdeburg, on both banks of the 
Elbe* 



" I find you every inhere. You are a subject qf the King of 
Westphalia^ are you not f He shall punish you as a traitor J* 

Winzingerode replied with dignity ; ^^ I jam born a free 
knight of the free German empire, and have no master to 
honour but Germania^s Emperor. A King o{ Westphalia is un- 
known to me. When I lived in Westphalia, neither a king nor ' 
a kingdom were even thought of.^^ 

Napoleon became enraged, and hastily exclaimed, << Atoajf 
toith him I His doom is fixed T* 

The General was given to Unders^nd that the King of' West- 
phalia would have him shot, as a traitor, when arrived in his 
territories* But happily, on being tratisported, accompanied 
by bis adjutant Prince Noischkin, towards the rear of the 
French, army, as a prisoner of war, his escort was surprised by 
a party of Cossacs, belonging to CzemischeflTs corps, near 
Minsk, in Polish Lithuania; imd he reg^ained his liberty a short 
time previous to the famous passage of the Beresina. 

♦ On the 12th of March 1813, the French garrison, under 
die cwmmmd'of General Carra St.'Cyr, left the city of Ham- 
burgh, and, on the l^th. Colonel Tettenborn entered it, at the 
head of 2000 Russians, amidst the loud and unfeigned accla- 
mations of the whole populations The march of the Russian 
detachments' into the city may li^ compared to the triumphal 
entry of conquering heroes. More than a thousand citisena 
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The principal army of the Russians, consisting of 
30,000 men, and whose advanced guard was com- 
manded by General Miloradowitsch, stood in the 



and inhabitants of the neighbourhood^ far and near, led the 
cavalcade on horseback. An enthusiasm, bordering on adora- 
tion, burst forth throughout all ranks, who tumukuously press- 
ed forward to hail their delirerers, as angels sent from heaven, 
with flaming swords to consume and devour their gallmg ydces 
of bitter servitude and intolerable slavery* And Hamburgh, the 
good city of Hamburgh, set the first glorious and bright example 
to the rest o/ suffering Germany, of an exalted spirit of inde- 
pendence, faithful to its country, and honouring her name. 
Her indignant youth, eager for revenge, panting to enter the 
paths of glory, formed of themselves, in a*few days, a corps of 
volunteers, nearly 4000 strong, consisting of infantry, a regt- 
ment of light horse, and artillery, under the appellation of the 
Hanseatic Legion. Voluntary subscriptions, for its equipment, 
flowed Jn from all sides, and considerable were the sacrifices of 
gold and silver ornaments, and the little hoards of domestic 
thrift, offered on the shrine of Liberty, by the fair sex of all 
ranks* In short, no one shrunk from disclosing bis sense of 
loyalty and patriotism. 

The Hanseatic Legion, fired with the hopes of retaliation, 
and animated with the prospect of avenging the sufferings of 
their native city, were ^o far advanced iri their discipline, by 
their own individual efforts, as to be able to take the field 
against the common enemy on the 7th of May, on which day 
they particularly distinguished themselves, in the affair at Wii" 
helmsburg, bringing in a number of prisoners. Their subse- 
quent actions with the French and Danes, at Dannenberg, 
Hohen-Vicheln, Zarantin, Mustin, and in Mollener^alde, have 
covered them with glory, and the far-famed character of the 
old Hanse Towns ^as maintained with undiminished splendour* 
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neighbourhood of K&li9Pb> ii» Pplaa4) mid towards 
the borders of Sile&ii. 

The ft>ftre$$ej ijB tb^ re^r, namely, Dantsic, 
Thonj, ModeliH; Zamocz, Stettin, Ctistrin, Gto* 
gau, and-Spandau, w^re either formally besieged, 
or blockaded and invested* 

Prinoe Poniatowsky's corps, occupying ^ part 
of Poland, wa$ kept in check and narrowly watch- 
ed by a corps of Eussians. 

From the frontiers of Bohemia, to th§ mouth of 
the Elbe, the aggregate force of the Allies Qould 
be estimated at 70,000 men in the field. They 
were in possession of no tenable point on th^ 
Elbe, as unfortified Dresden could not be ponsi* 
dered as such,' and all the bridges over the Elbe, 
by Dresden, Meissen, Miihlberg, and {Lpslap^ were 
as yet undefended by any intrenchm^nts or works* 
On the other hand, the French kept strong garri* 
sons m Magdeburg and Wittenberg, on the same 
river ; and in case of any misfortune, Torg^u was 
to be considered as if held by the enemy- On the 
Upper Elbe the French had no troops, and Wiitt?- 
burg was become the centre to which the march 
of all their new levies and reinforcements was dU 
rected. The Viceroy of Italy was stationed on 
the Middle Elbe, with a force of 50,000 n)e^, in* 
eluding the garrison of Magdeburg, )wd th9 
troops undei- d'Avoust. Towards the Lower Elb?, 
the French had two weak detachments und^r Van* 
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damme and Morand, with which our troops in 
that quarter were nearly upon an equal footing. • ^ 

Such was the exa<^t situation of the hostile ar* 
mies when the campaign opened by General Witt- 
genstein's passing the Elbe, besieging Wittenberg, 
and removing the seat of war to the Lower Saale/ 

At this period it was strongly belie ved, and the 
prejudice seemed to gain ground in public, that 
much negligence and tardiness were shown in not* 
pushing oil with the grand army into Thiiringia 
and Franconia, to anticipate the enemy, and^ by 
attacking and destroying his crude and hasty as* 
semblage of troops in and about Wiirtzburg^ at 
once to baffle and frustrate his unripe designs. 
But a calm retrospective view and unprepossessed 
comparison of the forces of the belligerent powers 
will offer incontrovertible proofs that it was abso- : 
lutely impossible. Even if the 43,000 men under 
Blucher; Winzingerode, and Wittgenstein, on the 
Upper Elbe, had been marched forwards to Wurtz- 
burgj the enemy could not have been brought to 
battle before the 20th of April, and it was very 
improbable, according to advices and accounts 
from all sides, that he should not have previously 
collected a much superior force at that place ; and 
the result has fully justified the foresight of the 
Allies, and the correctness of their intelligence. > 
For, towards the latter end of April, from 70 to 
80,00a troops arrived on the Saale out of Franco* 
uia, and which they would consequently have had 



Digitized 



by Google 



nSLD-MARSHAt. fRItfCJB BLUCHER. 69 

SO much the sopner to encounter in Franconia it^ 
self. On the whole line ojp the Elbe, they did n(^ 
occupy a single strong-hold, to serve as a rallying 
point: these were all in the hands of the enemy ; 
and the Viceroy was found to be more than equal 
in strength to Count Wittgenstein, as the attack 
by Mockem could by no means make# the Allies 
easy concerning the preponderance of these t^o 
annies ; and if Count Wittgenstein should even** 
tually be unfortunate, the grand army in advanice 
from the Elbe had npt only a victorious army and 
a river occupied by the foe in the rear, but likewise 
a very superior army of the enemy in front, beings 
in fact, separated fro^ all other armies and corps, 
and without any communication with its magt* 
^ines and resources. 

The history of former military events clearly 
proves, that to stand in such a situation* before 
Napoleon, would inevitably have led to results 
the most p<^rnicious for the good cause, and per^r 
haps to complete defeat ; and who could have vin- 
dicated it to himself or to others, to have rested 
the hopes of Europe upon the doubtful issue of 
such an imprudent and short-sighted expedition? 
Be tha^ as it may, the plan of letting the grand 
Russian army effect a junction with General Witt* 
genstetn on the Upper Elbe, for the purpose of 
forcing the Viceroy to abandon the Elbe entirely, 
fnight more readily have found its advocates ; but 

f3 
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even on that points some previous matters required 
aErrabgement. 

The field could not be taken against the Viceroy, 
before the middle of April, Count Wittgenstein not 
being ready with his bridge over the tElbe, nor 
General von Blucher able to arrive on the £x>wer 
Saale befbr^ that time* It was about the middle of 
April, that the greater part of the enemy's force 
appeared in ThUringia, and the whole line of the 
Upper Elbe was then to 1>e left uncovered, with 
all the bridges, and the army obliged to confine 
itself to the solitary bridge at Roslau, situated 
between two fortresses, garrisoned by the foe. 
This was certainly no very favourable circum* 
stance, yet the Allies might have exposed them* 
selves to the chance of such a critical position, if 
they could thus hope to gain and insure a decisive 
advantage over the Viceroy, But the substance 
of every intelligence obtained, clearly evinced 
the intention of the Viceroy's leaving the Saate 
and withdrawing into ThUriogia, the moment he 
found himself pressed and harassed by a superior 
force; so that in all probability he would not have 
accepted battle, and the whole operation would bav« 
attained no other object than having changed the 
theatre of war, by forced marches, The army 
of Bliicher and Wittgenstein would then have 
had the Middle Elbe in theirTear, and the straight 
and nearest road to the Upper Elbe left open to 
the inroads of the enemy. 3Mch a transf0r9^ce of 
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position was a self-evident loss^ and an impair- 
ment of the moral strength of the Allies. Tha 
shortest lines of communication with their sup- 
plies and resources were to be given up, the enemy: 
permitted to place himself between them and the 
Russian grand army on the confines of Silesia^ 
and they reduced to no other alternative but to take 
up a position with two of tl^ jeneray's fortresses, 
Magdeburg aod Witt<enberg, at their backs, or to 
recross the Elbe. 

To entangle themselves iu complex operations, 
upon whose iavourable issue no dependence could 
be secucely placed, out of mere vanity and. rest- 
lessness of inaction, would certainly have shown 
a high want of reflection* 

, In maturely weighing these considerations, we 
are imperceptibly led to the conviction, that, until 
the arrival of the main body of the Russian 
army on the Elbe, by which the line of that river 
could be secured, and t^tes de pont thrown up 
to defend and, protect the bridges across it, no 
further offensive operaxious ought to have been 
' undertaken. 

The Russian grand army reached the Elbe on 
' the 26th of April, and the battle of Liitzen was 
fought on the 8d of May. As soon as this army 
arrived on the line of operations, the army of 
Blucher and Winzingerode being placed under the 
immediate orders ot the Commander-in-chief, 
their determinations, as was before possible, could 

F 4 
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have no influence on the whole, either one way 
or tlie other. 

It has been our wish, by these representations 
and arguments, to convince our brother-soldierft 
in arms, that no reprehensible forgetfulness of 
what they were destined to fulfil, ever for a mo- 
ment crept into the councils of the army of the 
Allies; and that their commanders have pever 
neglected, through indolence and irresolution, to 
embrace each favourable moment of bringing up 
the disciplined valour and energy of the Prussian 
nation against the unprepared foe, whenever the^ 
presented themselves. The opinion that such a 
moment had occurred in the spring of 18 IS was 
at the time generally adopted, hut never com<p 
hined with a clear conviction of its existence, and, 
as we have already pr<>ved, was bpth 4elusiye and 
groundless. 

The mighty power that gained those victories 
on the Moskwa and Beresina, had exhausted itself 
on the Elbe. The Russian array, weakened by 
gigantic operations till now unheard of in history, 
jn pursuit of the beaten and discomfited enemy, 
and by the numerous fortresses which it had to 
besiege, blockade, or invest, on its glorious ca- 
reer, had been utterly incapable of reaching the 
Elbe, if it had not found in the martial strength 
of Prussia a most powerful ally. But even when 
this ally was likewise capable of bringing the Rus- 
sian arjnies (v^hose operations, in the nature of 

' 4 
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things, must have ended on the Vistula), through 
all the fortresses that impeded their way, to the 
banks of the Elbe, yet the tonfederate forces 
were hardly sufficient to remove the seat of war 
fiOO miles further in advance to the Maine ; and it 
proves a want of common sense and understaiiding 
to forget for an instant, that the power of the 
enemy, the nearer he approached bis resources, 
must increase in the same mtio as that of the 
Allies decreased. The months of January, Fe- 
bruary, and March afforded Napoleon time enough 
to draw together a force in ThUringia ahd on the 
Lower Saale, which was almost double t& that of 
the allied army under Blueher and Wittgenstein 
eh the Elbe, at the latter end of April, This 
fact was not to be controverted; nor could it be de- 
nied, whatever turn apd direction might be given 
to the future operations of the Allies, that, with 
such a superiority, there was no prospect of de« 
fbating Napoleon, how disproportionate soever the 
armies might be in other respects, 

The month of April elapsed on the Upper Elbe, 
in a state of inaction by no ipeaps optional* Ge^ 
neral von Bliicher's army occupied ^Axony, to pro-r 
fit by the resources of the CQuntry, in case of 
necessity to support General Wittgenstein, and al; 
the isame time endeayoor tQ harass the enemy on 
his flanks and in his re^r, by detachments of light 
cavalry and partisans. 

Count Wittgenstein carried on the war against 
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the Viceroy, with as many advantages as the su- 
perior force of the latter would allow. By gain* 
ing the battle of Mockem, he protected Berlia 
and the Mark from an invasion, with which they 
were threatened by an enemy's army, 40,000 
strong, who (according to the intercepted reports 
of the enemy himself) were actually repulsed by 
only 17,000 men of General Wittgenstein's army* 
An irresolute timid conduct, attended with some 
blunders, on the side of the enemy, and the 
most infiexible courage and undaunted military 
spirit on the part of the allied troops, rendered it 
alone possible for the skill and intrepidity of the 
Count to gain this hard-fought and honourable 
rictory. Prussians! you had your share of the 
glory of this day ! — Count Wittgenstein' has him- 
self eminently distinguished you in his dis« 
patches. 

The detachments^ on the Lower Elbe opened the 
campaign with some success. General Dornberg 
took the French General Morand, prisoner, with his 
wholedi vision ; and you, Prussians, again bore a con- 
siderable part in the glory of the contest ! Six bun* 
dred Prussians bravely defended a gate and a bridge 
at Liineburgh for several houf§ against the whole 
division of the enemy. The expeditions of the 
light troops of the Allies into the forests of Thii- 
ringia were likewise equally glorious to their arms. 
Major Hellwig, at the head of 120 horse, surprised 
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a Bavarian regiment of infantry, ISOO men strong, 
dispersed it, and took from it five field-pieces. 

It was these acts of an exalted bravery, per- 
formed^ as it wer^ before the eyes of the whole 
army, that nourished a growing confidence ia 
itself, and proved a kind of touchstone, upon 
which, on trial, they discovered the sterling metal 
of their own prowess, while at the same time it 
contributed rapidly to increase the natural and 
real strength of the Allies. Without any marks 
of pride and arrogance, this confidence in them- 
selves, and in the sacredness of the cause of their 
dear country, bleeding under the scourge of oppres- 
sion, was conspicuous throughout the ranks, and 
never was an army inspired with a higher spirit 

A few days afterwards, this spirit strikingly dis- 
played itself before all -Europe on the bloody 
plains of Liitzen. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Battle of Lutzfin-^Itetreat to Bautzm. 

As the French troopsi accumulated in the fore3it9 
of Thiiringia, and those comii^g from Italy ap* 
preached the frontiers of Saxony, Count Witt- 
genstein marched from the Lower S?iale towards 
Leipsic, and General von Pliicher, who could not as 
yet venture to leave the high road by the way of 
Chemnitz to Dresden, being the shortest commu- 
nication from Franconia to the Elbe, took posi- 
tion at Altenburg *; so that, by a quick movement 



* General von Bliicher issued from his head-quartera at (hi^ 
place, the following proclami^tion to his brave army : ' 

** Soldiers of my aimy ! 

<* Your exemplary conduct has undergone no change what- 
ever, since you have left your native proviAoes, and eiitere4 
the territory of Sax(my. You hav^ hitherto made no dtsfiQC-i 
tion between the two countries, but have held yourselves boun^ 
in duty to observe the same excellent discipline. I thank you 
for this proof of your noble forbearance. Such A conduc| 
evinces the true spirit of warriors, and is best fitting us, fight- 
ing, as we a^, for the most honourable and costly of all earthly 
possessi6ns— our country and our freedom ! 

** Prove to the iphabitants of the G^erman provinces^ by the 
moderation of your demaniii, and the mildness of your treats 
menty that we are come, not as their oppressoiv, but ai their 
brethren and preservers* Continue to act with this excellent 
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on his^ Hght> he could easily form a junctioil with 
Count Wittgenstein. 

The numbers of the French army had been 
carefully estimated. The several corps in march 
from Wiirtzburg to the forests of Thiiringia might 
be calculated at from 60 to 70,000 men. The Italian 
divisions under General Bertrand might be 80,000 
strong. It was, however, a matter of uncer*^ 
tainty, whether the whole would be brought up,' 
as, according to an earlier destination, two of 
them were to halt on the Danube. But the 
strength of the Viceroy's arniy was better knowa 
and appreciated; for, besides the garrisons of 
Magdeburg and Wittenberg, and including 
d'Avoust's corps, it amounted to 38,000 men, of 
which d*Avoust had 13,000 with him. It was, 
therefore, justly calculated that the Viceroy would 
form part of the left wing of the French grand 
army, with about S0,000 men j the whole constI« 
tuting an aggregate forc^ of nearly 120,000 com^ 
batants. 

The armies of General von Blucher and Count 
Wittgenstein might be estimated at 5,5,000 men, 
after having left the necessary troops on the 
Lower Saale, before Wittenberg, and in the t6te 



spirit o^ subordination, , and should the fame of your exalted 
behaviour have" preceded you far and near, you will be received 
with blessings and open arms, wherever you show youj^elves^r^ 
^nd fate majr lead you.'* ^ 
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de pont of the bridge at Dessau ; the Rassian 
grand army at 30,000 men : in the whole> 85,000 
well-disciplined warriors. It was^ therefore, im- 
possible, as before stated, to oppose even an equal 
force to the enemy in Saxony# 

There was here no other altematirie but either 
to evacuate Saxony without striking a blow^ to 
take up a position behind the Elbe, and to defend 
that river, or instantly to attack the enemy as soon 
as he had crossed the Saale. 

In defending the Elbe, the Allies could not be 

very sanguine in their expectations of keeping the 

^ foe long in check, he having Wittenberg, and> in 

case of the Allies retreating over the Elbe, most 

probably Torgau* in his possession^ and the 

* General Thielman was appointed Gorernor of Torgan qua $hq 
82d of February. The King having left SsLXony, and the poUtica} 
state of afiairs assutniog a very changeable aspect, from the uncer« 
tainty of the nature of those steps His Majesty might eventually 
take, the General determined to observe the strictest neutrality. 
Marshal d'Avoust, as well as the Viceroy of Italy, were urgent 
in their requests, that the General might send the garrison to 
defend Meissen, and line the ramparts of Wittenberg with hi« 
artillery. The former even demanded permission to send French 
troops to garrison Torgau, but which was firmly resisted ; a *con<* 
duct that, at the time, met the most unreserved approbation of 
the Saxon Monarch. On the 5th of May Marshal Ney ^- 
peared before the gates of Torgau, and demanded entrance. 
General Thielman stated his want of instructions, and would 
not open them. On the 8th, the Marshal again presented him- 
self before the fortress, and repeated the same pretension, 
which proved equally unavailing. On the 9th; a member of the 
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crossing of so narrow and placid a stream, pre- 
sented no very insurmountable obstacles. Th|er« 
was, besides, every appearance that the Allies would 
thus entangle themselves in a dangerous defensive 
operation ; for nothing could be clearer, than that 
it was impossible to gain sufficient time for the 
Austrians to be ready to assist them in the general 
cause of so large a portion of Europe ; and to con* 
tinue their retrograde movement ipto Lusatia and 
Silesia, merely to enable the Imperialists to take 
the field, was evidently as little practicable, it 
requiring no great foresight to calculate that such 
a step would have led them to the frontiers of 
Poland, and perhaps farther. An attempt must; 
therefore, be made, to give the enemy battle, and 
it certainly appeared more advantageous, not vo* 
luntarily to submit to the evil impression which a 
retreat in form would make upon Germany and 
the army altogether, but rather boldly and da- 
ringly to fall unawares upon the enemy, than to 
accept the battle he might offer, or force upon the 



intermediate commission arrived from Dresden In Torgau, de- 
manding the opening of the gates in the name of Napoleon. 

The General remained firm to his adopted neutrality till the 
11th, when, at the express command of the King, he delivered 
up the place to the French. He now quitted the service of 
Saxony, and entered that of the Emperor of Russia, being well 
convinced that, as long as French influence governed the King, 
the unfading laurels of honour and glory could never grace his 
brow, nor the smiles of fortune ever crown bis efforts* . 
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Allies, in any welUchosen defensive position m 
the rean Many weighty and collateral reasons 
concurred also to render it possible that the event 
might prove important alid decisive^ both from 
the character of Buonaparte as a general, and the 
superiority of numbei^ which he possessed. 

It still remained doubtful whether Napoleon 
could bring into action his 120,000 men on the 
day of battle *, if the Allies hastened to attack 
him directly on his crossing the Saale; for he 
would then have the steep valley of that river in 
his rear, and must debouch in a plain forming a 
fine glacis very favourable to the allied troops, as 
they had 25,000 cavalry with their army, and the 
enemy only 5000. The infantry of the Allies 
were indisputably better in moral value than his# 
Perhaps he might not expect so daring an attack ; 
and as Napoleon and his host had never been 
brought to battle entirely on the defensive, there 
was every reason to expect, that the hostile army 
would be taken by surprise, and thus deprived of 
their usual confidence of success. In blending all 
these arguments together, hopes of victory, and 
of overthrowing at one blow Napoleon's delirious 
plans of conquest, might certainly be cherished, 



* It has been since ascertained, that Napoleon had brought 
up all his corps into the field of battle, except the 12th corps, 
under Marshal Oudinot, which was a few marches in the rear, 
and did Qot come into action at all, on this side of the £lbe« 
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\vithout yielding too much to illusive conjee^ 
tures. 

Napoleon made good his passage over th6 Sdale 
at Weissenfels, on the 30th of April, with a con- 
siderajble forcd; by which mov6ihent his suppdsed 
intention of proceeding to the plains of Leipsic 
was confirmed. The allied army broke tip, to 
meet the foe without loss of time, oh the plain of 
Lutzen, to form in front of the high road to Leip-» 
siCj and) in case of beating the eneniy, to force 
him fro;n Weissenfels and Natimburg;, by drivmg 
him towards the morasses aiid s\Vampy grounds 
at the junction of the Elster with the Pleisse. 
The Prussian army was collected at Borne on th« 
31st of April, and on the 1st of May at RotheJ 
Count Wittgenstein with the Russians at Zweck^ 
au : during which, Genefal Winzingerode ob* 
served and kept the enemy oti the alei't near the 
Flossgraben. In tlife night of the 1st of May the 
Prussian army put itself in march ; and "both ar- 
mifs united, crossed the Elster at 2weckau and 
Pegau* 

General Miloi^adowitsch had taken upon him to 
watch the enemy on the l^oad from Chemnitz, as 
the Prussians began to mov^ to the right; and 
when it was ascertained that no enemy appeared 
from that quarter, he marched off towards Zeitz, 
to cover the road from Naunlbur^g and Camberg, 
it being impossible^ on the 1st of May, to be cer- 
tain that the enemy would not push on from 
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tl^is p9int with from 20 to S0,000 men, aa^ thw 
get iBto the rear of the army without impedimeatr 
The r^jx^ming part of the Russian graiid army, 
consisting of goardss grenadiers, and cuirassiers^ 
from 15 to S0|000 strongs had marched from 
Presden^ by the way of Rochlitz, to the Elster, 
ai^d took position on the morning of the Sd of 
May ixL the rear of ^Wittgenstein and Bliicher as 
reserves* 

General Count . Wittgenstein was C.ofnin9B4et* 
in-chief of all the allied troops. The JEToipefQr of 
lius^ia and the Kwg of Prussia, arrired on th« 
fieM of battle with the res^errc^. 
. It was evident that this intrepid detenniuAtiom 
of, the Allies confounded Napoleon^ and^took hin 
ty surpris$. He w^s marching at this period to- 
wafds Leipsic, in hopes of pushing forward from 
tiience to Dres4en^ and by thi^iapid 9ioveim.e9t ta 
strike 1^. decisive ^nd irretrievatte.blow at the li- 
berties^ of Germany. His own bulletins express 
s^^ niucb^ He probably je^pected to mxQOXm^t 
General Wittgenstein's army before his ju]lction 
with General von Blucher^ whom he still supposed 
^ ip^ b^ at Altenburg ; or h^ had th^ intentiQii, before 
^e attacked them, to cut them, off from all commu- 
i^ication with the Elbe, if they were K^&ited in tht 
direction of that place* 

£ut^ in tliese '^ sublime mania&uvres/ as th<£ 
$rench papers termed them, he received a check i^ 
^«; ajllied army haWng, at. the sn9st cntical moft 
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ment, fallen on his rear, and arrested his confident 
and impetuous career on the plains of Liitzen^ 
\vhere Nature had poured forth her riches in un- 
bounded profusion, but which the horrors of this 
terrible conflict, have now covered with ruin and. 
desolation. 

The corps of Marshal Marmont formed Napo- 
leon's rear-guard, and occupied the villages of 
Rahno, Gross-Gorschen, and Klein-Gorschen, to 
cover the tnarch. He had to bear the brunt of the 
first shock. Napoleon iromediately caused his 
army tci halt, and the columns already near Leipsic 
were recalled. 

Here it was manifest that the right point had 
beeti chosen, both iii time and place, so openly 
confessed by Napoleon himself; and if we add the 
important arid valuable consequences that must 
ensue, supposing the battle to be successful, w^e 
rtay assert, without fear of contradiction, that the 
bold attempt forms one of the finest military com- 
binations to be met with in the annals'of any war. 

In entering into the minutiae of the battle itself, 
the author begs the particular indulgence of the 
teader to this very superficial sketch. * Althbuigh 
the confederate warriors, for whoih these sheets 
are more immediately intended, ftiust feel them* 
selves rnuch interested in seeing noticed, clearly 
aCnd ^succinctly, ajl the separate attacks made oa 
this memorable day; yet,' at the* present mOYnent^^ 
it is too difficult a task* t6 be cbmplete) witli<6ut' 

9 Si 
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.again reviewing and closely examining th« terrain 
Ofi which the battle was fought ; the author is, 
therefore, constrained to confine himself to the 
general character and most striking features of 
the whole. 

General von Kleist being left in and near Leip- 
sic, with 5000 men, and General Miloradowitsch, at 
2eitz, with 12,000} the allied army, 70,000 strong« 
after passing the Elster, crossed the Flossgraben in 
small compact columns, in close succession, to form 
In line of battle, wheeling, as they deployed^ rather 
to the right; so that the right wing leaned on the 
Flossgraben, and halted behind the heights about a 
mile and a half from Gross-Gorschen. It was now 
tioon; and the troops were absolutely in want of 
some repose, the Prussians having marched without 
Intermission during the last si x-and- thirty hours* 
From these heights the gleams of hostile bayonets 
were seen at a great distance, and the enemy's ca- 
valry in full march by the way of Lutzen to Leip- 
sic; at least so it was judged by the clouds of dust 
that occasionally hid them from the view of the 
allied army; but it was more reasonable to suppose 
that the enemy were hastily retracing their steps,, 
on finding their original plan disconcerted by such 
a decisive and vigorous movement on the part of 
the Allies, The enemy, it was perceived, occupied 
the villages of Gross-Gorschen, Klein-Gorschen, 
Ralmo, and Kaja, which, lying near each other, 
/omi of themselves a kind of irregular square : 
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tins occupation was' thought to consist of some' 
weak out-posts, and it was therefore hoped no ' 
great resistance would be made. 

The plan of the attack was, to take and occupy 
these villages with an advanced guard; to proceed 
with the front against the enemy, whose position 
seemed to run parallel with the high road to. 
Weissenfels, in such a manner as to bring the prin- 
cipal Weight of the attack against his right wing, 
but to undertake nothing against his left. With 
this concentration of force, it was the intention 
to throw back, if possible, his right wing, to drive 
Napoleon from the direct road to the Saale, and 
then, with the mass of the numerous, cavalry of 
the allied army, to turn the enemy's right wjng, 
and, by a furious charge on its flank and rear, to 
bear down all obstacles, and thus decide the for- 
tune of the day* 

The order of battle was as follows : the army 
of General von BlUcher formed the first line ; that 
formerly belonging to Count Wittgenstein, the 
second ; and the CQrps of General Winzingerode, 
together with the Russian guards and grenadiers, 
the ^^eserve. The Russian and Prussian reserves 
of cavalry were to be united. (See Plan of the 
battle of LUtzen.) After an hour's rest, the army, 
so formed, marched onwards at about half past 
one o'clock, p. m. Cplonel Klux^s brigade was 
ordered to attack the first village ; namely, Gross- 
pdrschen. From three to four batteries were 

€ 3 
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erected within 800 yards, and the village heavily 
cannonaded; the enemy's battalions, of which 
three or more were drawn up before the village, 
supported the fire with wonderful firmness for a 
considerable time; the brigade then advanced, with 
steadiness and discipline, to close action, and, al- 
though more troops were encountered in the vil- 
lage than had been expected, yet the attack was 
made with such an irresistible impetuosity, that 
the French were in a few minutes driven out of it 
with great loss. They soon rallied, and, being re- 
inforced, returned to the attack with redoubled 
fury, and the action continued with violence with- 
out the allied troops being compelled to relinquish 
a foot of ground. As the enemy continued bringing 
up fresh troops every moment, General Ziethen's 
brigade was ordered to advance to the right of the 
village, and the Prussians soon acquired a visible 
ascendancy : the enemy's infantry fought bravely, 
but the two brigades still pressed forward, and car- 
ried, after an obstinate resistance,- the two villages 
of Rahno and Kleiu^Gorschen, that lie about the 
distance of a cannon-shot to the right and left of 
Gross-Gorschen. For several hours the conflict 
was dubious ; but the discharges of musquetry 
raged with such indescribable destruction, and the 
troops on both sides were so near to each other,, 
that the number of killed and wounded was incre- 
dible. The artillery was then gradually brought 
forward, and smaU detachments of cavalry, of ojxe 
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^d two squadrons, that formed the second line of 
tJic Russian brigades, endeavoured to find fkvouvr 
lAle opportunities to charge : the enemy was not 
remiss in bringing up his artillery and squadrons 
of cavalry; aod on a terrain of about one thousand 
to one thousand five hundred square yards, inter- 
sected by villages, hamlets, meadows, and ditches, 
the xnost severe and galling attacks of alt arms 
took place in close contact with each other, and 
<ki which, It may be said, fell Slaughter, in all his 
horrid terrors, crowned with desolation, and, pror 
digal of death, reigned triumphant, 

The number of Prussians engaged amounted to 
9bout fourteen or fifteen thousand men. The ene- 
^y, who, for the moment, acted on the offensive 
in striving to regain possfession of the villages, 
brought up continually numerous bodies of fresh 
troops into action, and at last attained a superiority 
of numbers that obliged the weakened and thin- 
ned battalions of the Allies to evacuate Klein-Gor- 
schen; but, again led on and inspired by their 
Generals, arid profiting of some fortunate charges 
of the cavalry. Napoleon was soon deprived of his 
precarious advantage; and here it was demonstrably 
evidcntj^ that the enemy's infantry was not, in any 
respee^ equal to the allied in moral value, though 
superior in numbers ; they displayed neither firm- 
ness nor discipline; and the unremitting, steady 
ftre of the Prussians in platoons, soon forced their 
^niaycdr battalions to desert the field of battle in 

oil 
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disoidered crowds. When it was observ^ oq the 
side pf the Prussians, that an important crisis 
presented itself to carry Kaja, but that; the troops 
qn the spot were too weak in numbers to maintain 
themselves in it, th? reserve brigades, consisting 
of the guards and grenadiers, were brought into 
action; and these gallant files arrived on the 
groqnd at a most critical juncti^re. Napoleon in- 
cessantly pushed on into fire, fresh battalions from 
a|l points. Th^ two brigades were already sa, 
thinned iP their ranks, that they could only keep 
up a partial and irregular fire, like the open lines , 
of a rifle-corps. The guards, however, pressed 
forward with incomparable bravery and order ; ^ 
they took Klein-Gorschen, and the village of Ha* 
halati to th^ right of it, by storm, driving the 
French l^fore them to the other side of Kaja : in . 
v^in did th^ e^emy endeavour to stop their pro- 
gress w^^th the bayonet ; their resolution was not to 
be daunted ; th^ ground over which they marched 
was strewed with the dead and wounded, and 
blood aqd carnage paved the way tp glory. Kaja 
was in flames, and it w<is i^ot occupied from either 
side. 

This was tlie most brilliant period of the battle. 
It: might be about six o'clock in the evening ; and 
the Allies had gained a mile and a half in advance 
upon the foe, amidst a continual and murderpus 
fire, the violence and fury of which baffle all at- 
tempts at description. This dear- bought bloody . 
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conqueat must have proved the first step towards 
a most splendid victory, if, under the existing cir-p 
cum&t^nces, it were to be gained in any way. But 
the arranged plan for this battle, of which we have 
just depicted the^most important features, now 
met with considerable difficulties in its execution 
and continuance. The unexpected and obstinate 
resistance of the enemy in the first villages, and 
the number of troops he brooght into the line of 
battle^ soon convinced the Allies tliat no very in* 
considerable part of Napoleon's army was engaged 
with them ; it was, however, impossible, instantly, 
oa this being ascertained, to break off and decline 
the combat by leaving the affair undecided, as their 
adversary would have soon acted on the offensive, 
had they given him time, by slackening their fire» 
or revived his hopes by a retrograde movement in 
the heat of action. No other option was left the 
Allies, therefore, but to carry their point at all ha- 
zards. It was a momentous crisis: the fate of na* 
tions seemed to depend on the issue of this san* 
guinary struggle, and much wa^ to be left to the 
goodness of Providence, whose pmpiscience mocks 
the short-sighted policy of fnen. General von Blii- 
cher's army, that is, the whole of the fipst line, bad 
been hotly engaged with the foe, and even def^aated 
that body of tlip pn^my opposed toUim, though 
superior in numbers ; yet there was no prospect 
whatever of directing the principal weight of the 
attack against the enemy's right wing; and it wa$ 
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tiierefore resolved to order tip the decond Hne, 
consisting of General von York's corps of 8000 
men, and Qeneral von Berg's of 5000, to support 
Geiiefal von Biiiober, 

With the view of attracting the attention of the 
enemy's right wing, and by this feint to profit of 
the irst opening in which, perhaps, a movement 
of the front line of the enemy, that leaned on the 
village of Staarsiedei to the right, might afford 
tlieir numerous cavalry a favourable opportunity 
to charge the hostile infantry ; the Prussian ca- 
valry in reserve, and a considerable part of the 
Russian heavy cavalry, were so drawn up o^i the 
plain as to support General von Bliicher's left with 
their right wing, and to stand opposite with their 
left to tlie village of Staarsiedel. A brisk can- 
nonade now ensued on the whole of this line. The 
reserves of infantry, both Russian and Prussian, 
were posted on the higb commanding grounds in, 
the neighbourhood, out of the range Of the enei-. 
my's artillery. 

At the time that the Prussian guards penetrated 
to Kaja, the enemy^s first line being threatened on 
their left wing, and much annoyed by the hot fire 
of the artillery of the Allies, drew back from five 
to six hundred yards, and evacuated the village of* 
Staarsiedel/ which the want of infantry prevented 
them from occupying. • 

It wa«^ apparent that Napoleon considered the 
occupation and possessicm.of the five viUagesraK 



Digitized 



by Google . 



FISLB-MABSHAL PKXNCE BLUCHEH. 9I 

ready ine|itioned, as decisive of the fate of the 
battle; for he did not hesitate to bring into actioa 
more than a fourth, if not the half of his infantry, 
in order to retake and maintain them (namely^ 
from forty to fifty thousand men)j and thus con- 
tinued an obstinate engagement for hours, in which 
both the Allies and the French were victorious and 
vanquished by turns. 

The corps of General von Blucher may be rated 
^t 20,000 men, without the cavalry in reserve : the 
enemy once more became his superior in numbers, 
and it required the most heroic exertions to pre* 
serve those points from whence he ha4 dislodged 
the foe, until General von York's, and a great part 
of General von Berg's corps could advance to sup- 
port him. Napoleon, in bringing up his forces, 
spread them far to tl\e left of the villages, thus 
obliging the aillied troops of the second line to de- 
ploy more to the right, and, consequently, the as- 
sistance intended in aid.of the first line was much 
weakened; A consideraljle number of the first line 
had fallen^ and many of the battalions belongings 
to it, reduced to inconsiderable bodies, had retired 
behind the villages, to rally and collect thenjselves. 

For the purpose of giving some decisive turn to 
this most obstinate and sanguinary contest, the 
General-in-chief, Count Wittgenstein, gave orders 
that the infantry, under the command of Prince 
Eugene of Wirtemburg^^ should fall upon the left 
flank of the enemy, to ensure the advantages al- 
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ready gained near the villages. They were put in 
execution ; but the Viceroy of Italy, who had just 
arrived on the field with his corps from Leipsic, 
advanced with confidence on the Prince at this 
juncture ; and, instead of having it in hfs power 
to outflank the enemy, he was himself outflanked, 
an event which called forth all the gallantry and 
firmness of this young hero, and the intrepid va- 
lour of his distinguished division, to keep their 
position in this unequal trial. In the mean time 
the allied cavalry kept up a brisk cannonade with 
their horse-artillery on the right wing of the ene-. 
my, which cost the life of many a brave soldier, 
without any important consequences ensurng. Tlie 
brilliant charges which the Prussian cavalry re- 
peatedly made to penetrate the French ranks, were 
often crowned with success ; but the principal line 
of the Gallic infantry ever standing firm and un- 
broken, no object of importance could be attained 
by the charges of cavalry alone. 

The enemy was foiled in aU his repeated attempts 
to regain possession of those obstinately contested 
points of his position which the Allies had ac-* 
quired during a severe action of eight hours, al- 
though the battle raged till night. 

To maintain the conquered ground during the 
night, however, would require the advance of 
more reserves of infantry. On the side of the A1-, 
lies about 38,000 infantry had been engaged; and 
as the whole force of their foot did not e^^ccec^ 
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SSfiOO men, of course, only 15,000 fresh troops of 
this description were in reserve. Supposing thq 
enemy had brought from sixty to seventy thou- 
sand men into the fields which might be presumed 
after the arrival of the Viceroy, he had at least 
from forty to fifty thousand men remaining un-* 
touched. This being maturely weighed, it natu- 
rally followed that the Allies had it not in their 
power to keep pace with the physical strength of 
the enemy, on which account, it was determined to 
attempt, in the obscurity of the night, to surprise 
him by an unexpected charge of cav)alry, which, if 
successful, might lead to very important events^ 
With nine squadrons of the Prussian reserve ca- 
valry, that were on the spot favourable for the 
operation, but reduced in their efficient numbers 
by the murderous cannonade of eight hours' du« 
ration, the advanced troops of the enemy were un- 
dauntedly charged, broken, and hotly pursued to 
some ^distance, where, falling in with enormous. 
]?[iasses gf infantry in the rear, and owing to the 
darkness of the night, and a hollow way which the 
cavalry was obliged to pass to make another charge, 
they had eventually dispersed in all directions, de- 
priving the Allies of any immediate advantages to 
be derived from this dashing attempt 

If the Allies would not set every thing at stake 
iti continuing to oppose a superiority of infantry 
in the enemy, that nearly trebled theirs, it was in* 
cumbent on them to make good their retreat on 
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the following day, that so they might be -nearer 
their reinforcements, and, with as little sacrifice 
of position as possible, await Austria's declaratioa 
of war, and the call on Germany, to rouse her 
dormant spirit, to assert her liberties, and to avenge 
her wrongs. 

The Allies had suffered no other loss in thig 
battle, but of killed and wounded *• The enemy 
could scarcely have made a few hundreds pri- 
soners J and they had not to boast of having cap* 
tured a single piece of artillery : the Allies, on the 
other hand, had established themselves on th« 



* The humane inhabitants of Leipsic and Altenburg, although 
8axons, with a noble emulation, endeavoured to outvie each 
other in bringing prompt assistance to the wounded Prussiani 
and Russians lying on the field of battle ; the country-people 
voluntarily lent their aid to carry them on biers, from off the 
ground, to the temporary hospitals, particularly to that in A1-; 
tenbiirg, where' the poor-house was hastily converted into an 
hospital, exclusively for the brave Allies, and in which they 
were nursed and attended with the tenderness of relations* The 
wards in the poor-house more resembled ball-rooms than the^ 
chambers of ther sick ; both married and single ladies of rank and 
fortune, held it an honour to bring refreshments, bandages, and 
medicines of every description, and in many cases to distribute 
them themselves. Wreaths of laurel, garlands of flowers, fes* 
toons of oak, were hung round the walls, and replaced fresh 
and blootoing ev^ry three or four days. The French were taken 
eare of in the town-house, but not a man of them dared to put 
Ms foot within the hallowed edifice solcfly devoted for the relief 
of the gallant and adored guardians and defenders of Teutonic 
liberty and indepcBlence. 
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principal points of his position, and !a few cannoii 
and tumbrils, with six io eight hundi^ed pfisoiiersi 
constituted the trophies of the day. 

AIL this was effected in a conflict with an enemy 
very superior in numbers; and if Vt^ place this battle 
in a point of view similar to an affair of honour, it 
ipight be looked upon as a victory that only in* 
creased the splendour of the allied arms, and 
served to convince the neutral German princes of 
the zeiil and unanimity that governed the councib 
of the confederates *. ^ 

• '■ ' ■ ■ ■ I i LTi , , I i , ,. I f^i^ I ■ II ■ ...I I f ii T il 111 I ft ■ *i >» 

* The Emperor of Russia transmitted to, our veteran General 
the order of St. George, accompanied by the foUowing graciotitf 
loiter in his ovr n hand- writing : 

" Dresden, May th^ 5tk, IBIS. 
** General of the Cavalry, von Bliicher, 

<< The bravery whicb you have evinced In the battle of 
the 2d of Majr, tbe services you have done 4>ii this metncnrAbte 
day, your- devotioiij ycrux^zeal, yotir eagerness- to 4)6 foinid on 
the post of danger, and your firmness't^ not deisertifig the 'field 
of honour) although wounded ; in a word, the wh<^ tenourof 
your conduct during the battle has filled my heart with grati« 
tude and admiration* Inspired with the tlesire of giving' y€fti 
proofs of Bsy sincere sentbnents in this-vespeet, I send you tha 
insignia of the i^ond class of the order cf£ Sh George. It #ill 
remind yoii of. a battle that most Ibterest yoa in so lively » 
maiMPker by- the cenductrof the gallant troops* you comtnandad, 
that have so hig^y.-distsngnished- themselves ; and may it like^ 
wise, sferve as a mark ef my- personal -attachmnent* A»for the 
lest, I pray to the Almighty tiiatJie may ever take you undei^ 

bb holy protection* 

*< Alexander.** 
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The retreat of the allied army from the plain* 
of Lutzen, could not be considered as proceeding 
from the consequences of the battle} it originated 
solely in the evident superiority of the foe * j and if 
the battle had not been fought at all^ would have be* 
come so much the more necessary. That these 
observations do not spring from an empty vaunt'* 
in^ or any inclination to deceive ourselves, is 
sufficiently proved by the conduct of Napoleon 
after the battle t according to his own account^ 
)ie had withdrawn his corps td some distance in his 
rear, during the nighty and did not occupy the viU 



* According to an official statement of the French army^ 
under Napoleon, prior to the battle of Lutzen^ the corps of 
which it was composed^ and their numbers, were as follow x 

Six battalions, old guards • - "I , , i , n>r ^^ 4^ a^^ 
,. ' ^ , I Marshal Mortier 16,000 

Sixteen ditto, ydung guards • j 

Third corps^ under Marshal Ney, consisting of fiVe^ 

divisions -.--*.*. --*-^fc- 45,000 
Sixth corpsy under Marshal Marmont, consisting •f 
' three divisions .--.--.-.-*-• 25,000 
Fourth corps, under Count Benrand, consisting of 

three divisions -.-.---*-*. 25>000 
Twelfth* corps, under Marshal Oadinot, consisting of 

three divisions - - - - . -; 25,000 

Fifth corps, under Count Lauriston, consisting of two 

divisions l------------ 15,000 

Eleventh corps, under Marshal MacdonaM, cousistmg 

of two divisions ---<^. -*---.- 15,000 
Cavalry of the guards under Bessifoes • • - - • 4,000 

lYO/)00 
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lages w)iich the Allies had left, till the noon of the 
foUowing day, and th^u only lyith weak detach'* 
menls j he remained ina.ctiye during the >yhole of 
the third, and, on the foiirtb, put his army in mo- 
tion in pursuit of the allied aj'mies^ and to fQllovir 
cut his plan.. 

(y^ Jthe second, the Allies marched to Borne and 
Altenburg j <>n the fourth, to Rochlitz and KoU 
ditz; on the fifth, to Dofoeln and Nossen; on th^ 
sixjth, to Meissen and Wilsdruf ; on the seventh they 
crossed the Elbe, and took the road to Bautzen 
pn the eighth, where they hoped tp hp enabled to 
pffer a second general battle tP thp enemy f . 



* Qeneral von Bliicher received oo .^his day th|S foUpwinj; 1^^ 
ter from the Emperor Alexandi^r ; 

ff Dresden^ May 6, 181 S^ 

^* The Prussian troops, on the £d of May, have, by their re? 
Bolntion, their firmness, and their zeal, ^o% forgetting their dia<p 
Anguished bravery and discipline, excited my most unfeigned 
admiration, and that of the whole Russian army. I entreat 
you, noUe General, to be the interpreter of these my sentl? 
ments towards them» whicb impose upon me the agreeable duty 
of publidy giving proo& of my esteem «nd gratitude to those 
jlnrave men who ^ave covered themselves with glory, on that 
splendid day« Therefore, General, you will h^e t^e goodness to 
make known to me those generals and ojficenf who have had 
opportunities of doing signal aervipes> that I may, apcordlngly^ 
fix the kind of distinctions which I wish to confer uppn them. 
In the mean. time I place at your dispos^ ^ree J^undred crosses 
of the order of St. George, fiflth class, to hfi distributed to 
^ose subalterns and privates who have the most highly distin? 
suildied thc^mselves by brilliant deeds of 4rms. A chief^ wbc^ 

^ 
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During the battle, General von Kleist, who, on 
the approach of the enemy's grand army, had re- 
tired from Leipsic, again occupied that cityJ H€> 
left it on the 3d, and passed the Elbe at Miibl- 
burg *. 

J * — - - — - — ■ t ■__ 

possesses your esteem and confidence, will deliver to you liiete 
distinctions, and, at the same time, prove to youhowniQch I: 
do justice to your conduct. Your fellow-soldiers in arms wiU 
hereby be convinced that they share with yourself an honorary 
i^adge, on which you place a great value, and which only the 
regard and devotion that prevails between you, in so high a 
degree, can preserve and confirm. Please to accept, noble 
General, the assurance of my most sincere esteem. 

** Alexander.'* 



* 1. The French General of Division Lauri had; <m the Sd 
of May 1813, forced the Prussi«i G^erd Kleist to evacuate 
Leipsic. A few Cossacks had, however, loitered behind, and a 
patrole of eight French chasseurs a cheval rode down tiie 
Peter's Street, to clear Uus quarter of stragglers, and then 
stopped a few mitoutes at the Peter's gate : at this instant, a 
angle Cossack, on a gentle trot, passed within a few yarda of 
them, with as unconcerned an air, holding his pike balan- 
cing in his hand, as if th^ had been his own comrades ; the 
writer of this, an eye-witness, was astonished at the calm man- 
ner in which he ^ed the French ; who, seized by an unaccount- 
able surprise, or rather a kind of irresolute torpor, actually 
permitted the Cossack to advance more than fifty paces through 
the gate, before they bethought themselves of taking him pri- 
soner. On galloping off after him, they fired their pistols, but 
the intrepid Cossack had already got clear of the g^iteway, and 
with wonderful presence of mind turned the first corner at full 
^eed, and escaped. 

2. On the same day, the French piquets being pushed for- 
ward towards Wurzen, and their patroles having scoured the 
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Guk^aA yon Biilow haKl, on the s^cojjid of May, 
taken Halle by storm, capturing six pieces of 
j^tillery. Thijs glorious exploit proclaimed, like 
many other^i the fine spirit that animated the^ 
troops, but their results wiere for the moment 
absorbed i^ the unnvoidable vortex of general 
events. 

The advanced guard of the French came up^ 
with the Prussian rear-guard, on the fifth, at 
Kolditz, and a severe action took place, without 
accelerating or retarding the march of the. allied 
columns. No further attempt \vas made by the. 
enemy on this rear-guard. Against General Milo- 
radowitsch, who commanded the rear-guard of 
the Russian columns, tlie adversary ipade some 
attacks that led to no advantage to himself, but 



nmdi on. a}} iM^ A&g light eavaby seemed tp thh^k all 
^iiger far distaAt, and be|^ to disperse tfaennelYes in differ* 
pA pavts ef the ci|yy Tiro qf them, iqde tl^eir horses to a far«i>i 
ner.*s, in Ibe suburb of Halle, to ha?e theiyi shoed;. thejf das^ 
laoimted, and haoiping theiv brid|es on the hoo]^ iq front ofthe 
nilb'» siwpf stepped ia, 8l;»tiBg their wi|nts> and, as us^al, 
^miaodiiig a bpt^ of wino, *< pour passer le terns:" scarcely 
were tfiey seat^ with their wine, on a bench before tl^e door^ 
lAett a {HTOwliPf Cossack, who had been on the watch, rode up 
fit fiiU i^peody with his pike couched towards them ; the dragoons^ 
^kea by surprise, hastily retreated into the smith's workshop,, 
and the Cpssack, little heeding them, with an agih'ty bordering, 
pn endiantment, unhooked the bridles^ and galloped off un« 
molested wilh his booty; leaving the Frenchmen to enjoy their 
' fiie atleisure, bvit with what relish may be easily conceiTedt 



L ^-i 



30307415 _ 



100 CAMPATCKS Of 

for which he was several times severely punished, 
by the success of the Russians *• 

In casting a retrospective glance ov6r this 
first opening of the campaign, it may be remark- 
ed, that the issue was a very natural effect of 
the gtoeral state of affairs in Germany. Only 
one of the Germanic states, and but a small part 
of a growing power, assisted by a moderate army 
of his faithful ally, fought and attempted to make 
head against the concentrated forces of colossal 
France. It was to be lamented, that, even at this 
eventful epoch, many German princes added iJieir 
files to the host of the oppressor, that the rest of 
Germany was calm and torpid, and (except the 
bright examples of the Duke of Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin fj and the ancient city of Ham- 



^ The severest condicts took place on the 12di, by Kapeiteti- 
berg, near Bishof&werda. General Miloradowitsdi defended 
every foot of ground with incompiu'able bravery, and the enemy, 
fbiled in his obstinate and repeated attempts to penetrate the 
lines of the rear-guard, and full of rancorous revenge at his 
heavy loss, plundered without mercy the pleasant country-towa 
of Btshofifswerda to the bare walls, then set it on fire, and did 
not leave three houses standing* 

f Mecklenburg-Sehwerin was the first state that thre# at 
the trammels imposed on i^ by fear and coercion, through the 
hated confederacy of the Rhine. No sooner had the French 
deserted the right bank of the Elbe, than the people, in ze«l6iui 
haste, anticipated the call of their Prince, and flew to arms. 

History will not forget the burst of patriotism, which, on the 
approach of the Russians, Iju February, coilvertied the fidibfiiil: 
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burgh *) awaited with solicitude the hour of 
deliverance, but wanted the courage to hasten 

subjects of the Duke into a band of heroes, l^he well-appofn^ 
ed corps of Tolunteer yeomanry cavalry, headed by the Duke*t 
third son. Prince GustaYus, gallantly charged the Danes, on 
the ipth of December 1S13» at the affair on the Eider, betweea 
Eckemf orde and Flendsburg ; but being unsupported by in£ui* 
try, through the tardy and vacillating measures of the Cro¥^ 
Prince of Sweden, their retreat was obliged to be made through 
a defile defended by some battalions of the enemy* This brate 
young Prince, at the head of his squadron, attempted to cut 
' his way through ; but his horse being shot under him, and him- 
self wounded, be wfis taken prisoner. On being conducted to 
Prince Frederick of Hesse, who commanded the Danes, he 
was released on his parole of not serving against Denmark 
during the war. The Crown Trince of Sweden was very lavish 
•f expressions, in extolling the Intrepid c<mduct of the wortlqr 
descendant of t^e great Coburg, and appointed the Prince a 
commander of the Swedish order of the Sword. A conduct to 
be con^ared to a man's standing bj, very unconcernedly, whilst 
his friend is well drubbed by others, and afterwards consoling 
him with profiers of friendship, 

RtUUed t0 the editor hjf Burem von ir««4i» 



« A weak garrison of about 2000 men, of all arms, being left 
in Hamburgh, under the command of General Carra St. Cyr, 
and those troops fit to take the field having been marched to the 
vicinity of Magdeburg, to join the Viceroy of Italy, but little pe- 
netration was wanting to foresee, that the spirit of Liberty, so 
long enchained, woujd seize the first favourable moment to 
burst her galling fetters. On the 24th of February }81S| whea 
the French authorities, both civil and military, made eyidept 
preparations to evacuate the place, and leave it to its fate, the 
populace were not backward in expressing their sentiments of 
freedom and detestation of their tyrants, both vehemently and 

H 3 
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its approach! Austria had not yet Completed htr 
armaments i and only a brave and resolute re- 



ioudly^ Hie arms of Napdkon imte torn down, and treated 
' with every inai4c of contempt, the cttstoro^houie offiees ssdsed 
and demolished, and several other acts of popular fitfj were 
committed. Sin persons Were, in conseqaeace, arrested by 
• order of General Carra St. Cyr» and dragged hetee a x&iUtary 
' tribanal ; their trial was of the most summary kind, no witaessea 
were confronted, na counsel allowed, and, after a sh<nrt boor 
of ekdmination, they were sentenced to tie shot as traiton, in 
Ifating aided an insurrection ; and without being permitted «ay 
communication whatever with their relatives or friends, and 
ifeven denied the solade of spiritual comlort in their hat roo* 
ments, they were inhumanly harried to the place of executioti^ 
and into eternity, unable to make their peace either with God or 
xnan» Never were liberty, justice, and the natural rights of man- 
kind more flagrantly violated, than in this instance. It it a la« 
mentable fact, that one of the unhappy sufferers was with bis 
tincle in the country daring the whole of the day on which the 
pretended rebellion had taken place. Such are some of the infk« 
mous deeds of a few of those flagitious miscreants and followers 
of Napoleon, who have wantonly stained with innocent blood 
every city, and every river, from the Scheldt to the Elbe, and 
from the Rhine to the Danube ; evincing in all their actions a- 
marked disdain and mockery of religion, and an avowed opposi- 
tion to every thing sacred in the laws, customs, and governments 
of other countries. It would not, however, be doing justice to 
the French nation, to blend them indiscriminately in such re- 
marks ; contrast is the soul of description, and it is our duty ^ 
not only to present a faithfUl and animated picture of the ac« 
tions of Napoleon's satellites, but to enrich our pages with a 
narration of authentic occurrences, that may afford a fair op- 
portunity of giving praise, and bestowing censure, wherever 
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distance against tlie overbearing power of the 
conqueror, who seemed again to lift his fallen 
crest, could arrest his further progress, destroy his 
martial strength, force him to respect the Allies, 
inspire the rest of Europe with confidence in their 
arms.; and, ^above all, diffuse and keep up that re- 



they may be due. These considerations demand of us a case 
ID point. 

When the Crown Prince of Sweden entered HanAurgb, as 
iPjrioce de Ponte-CorvO; and as commander in chief of a French- 
Spanish corps, the French gens d armes, and other officerst of 
the police, first began to exercise their functions ; and it was 

soon discovered, that a Monsieur D , living in Hamburgh, 

and author of a French and German Grammar, that had already 
run through five editions, had inadvertently inserted in one of 
the exercises the following phrase i ^* General Bemadotte i^ a 
good captain of banditti, but unworthy to be a marshal of 
France/' The gens d'armes dragged him to prison, as a libel ' 
bus emigrant ; and, in a few days, he was brought into the pre>* 
sence of the Prince, who mildly asked him, '< If he were the 
author of the Grammar, and if he knew, from his own personal 
experience, the truth of the assertion he had made in it?'^ 
Upon the Prince being answered in the negative^ the latter re- 
plied ; ** In your next edition, I trust, the offensive sentence will 
be expunged ; and my now dismissing you, without punishment^ 
win prove to you that I know how to value men of letters, when 
they set bounds to their opinions, taking it for granted that you 
have only been in an error." The author retired overwhelmed 
at his clemency ; and if he had formerly felt indignant at the 
name of a republican, he had now learnt to confess, that the 
truly great can ever discriminate between error and premeditate^ 
malice. Would d' Avoust, Vandamme> and St. Cyt; have acted 
ihus?'->Ala», No! , 

H 4 
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iiance oxi themselves \^ith which th^ir corps ^w 
Already aniinated^ 

Should it he evef questioned whether this fesifft-* 
since wlis made, no Prussian need to shrink from 
the JihSwer. Prussians, you may review with 
<:oi][i|>Iac;ency your past deeds in arms. You bare 
doiie your duty, what your country expected of 
yod, and what God demands from the champions 
of a rightdoUs and sacred cause. The nation with 
gratitude acknowledges your exertions, sacrifices^ 
and privations ; and the warlike spirit aroused in 
it, h still heightened and elevated hy the innate 
and hbhfe pride ^yith which it views your gloriotis 
struggle in relieving your native land from a state 
of bondage^ that openly violated every principle 
of justice, humanity, and religion^ The battle of 
Liitzen has restored the ancient splendour of the 
Prussian name, and quieted the perturbed shade 
of Frederick the Great; their cotemporaries in the 
field have borne witness, that, on this memorable 
day, the military gl<5ry of the Prussian monarchy 
burst fcfrth ffom behind the clouds that had hid 
its lustre^ etettriore to beam in the eyes of all 
Europe with tmdiminished fervency. 

The combined army went into camp on the 14th 
of May, in a well-choseh position, about three 
miles from Bautzew. The town and its efavirpn^ 
were occupied by General Miloradowitsch, com- 
mandin^ the advanced guard of the army. The 
camp itself stretched its left wing behind Klein* 
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J^nkowitjK, the centre was behind Gross-Jenko* 
Mritz and Baschiitz^ and the right wing towards 
Kjreckwitz. The line of heights, situated betweea 
the water of Klein-^Bautzen and the army, and 
those from Kreckwitz to Nieder-Gurke, were left 
unoccupied^ that the position might not become 
too extended^ But when General Barclay de 
Tolly, after the reduction of Thorn, joined the 
army with 14,000 men, on the I7th, by the way 
of Sprottau, he posted himself on the heights of 
Kreckwitz to Nieder-Gurke, forming the right 
wing of the army. In the rear of Gross and 
Klein Jenkowitz andBaschiltz^ intrenchments and 
breast- works were thrown up for the artillery, that 
it might have the advantage of cannonading the 
enemy under cover, as a long and violent cannon- 
lade was to be foreseen. Here the army enjoyed 
a repose of eight days, of which, after so many ac« 
tions and marches, and their attendant fatigues, 
it stood much in need* On the 15th, the enemy 
showed himself to the^ piquets, but advanced 
no farther than to drive them in : he pitched the 
camp of his advanced guard on the opposite copi- 
manding grounds, the videttes and out-posts of 
the Allies still remaining on the other edge of the 
valley between them. 

After the battle of Liitzen the army had beeir 
reinforced with 5000 men, under General Kleist, 
14,000 under General Barclay de Tolly, 3000 
of tiie Prussian reserve, -and some thousand^ 
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of Russians. These reinforcements amounted to 
about 25,000 men ; and if we estimate the losses 
of the allied army at the battle of Liitzen^ and 
subsequent affairs, at 16,000 men, its force 
might be fixed at 80,000 men, on the day of 
the battle of Bautzen. Nothing certain can be 
stated of the strength of Napoleon's army : his 
activity to recruit it was, no doubt, stretched to 
the utmost, during the eight days he passed be- 
fore Bautzen and the intrenched camp. Accord- 
ing to later accounts, fresh troops, in considerable 
numbers, had marched through Dresden, and a 
part of d'Avoust's corps had arrived from the 
Lower Elbe. The Saxon garrison of Torgau, and 
the King of Saxony's heavy cavalry out of Bo- 
hemia, together with Wirtemberg's contingent^ 
had likewise joined ; so that the losses of the 
enemy at Liitzen, and in other engagements, 
might be considered as sufficiently replenished, 
and his army reinstated to its original number of 
'120,000 men. 

Under the pressure of such a situation, in hav- 
ing to engage with as great a superiority of num- 
bers as at Liitzen, it would not have been ad- 
visable to give battle, if it had not formed a part 
of the system of the Allies to dispute every inch 
of ground with their opponent, to convince Eu- 
rope that they had suffered no defeat in the first 
battle, and were neither morally nor physically in- 
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capable of making head^ against him, and moreover 
to convince the Austirians that they were reio* 
lately detennined not to spare their powers, nor 
in fearful expectation leave the deliveranee of 
Germany entirely at the discretion of Austria*. The 
army, strongly feeling their moral pre-emiBence, 
entertained no other wish but to close with their 
implacable foe. The attempt of retreating fajr* 
ther would only have tended to dispirit the 
troops, and shake their unbounded confidence in 

* Count de Bubna, formerly Ambassador from the Imperial 
Austrian Court to that of FVance, was intrusted by his Emperor 
to deliver private proposals, and to maint overtures to Napoleoit 
concerning a general peace ; and on the 16di of May 18ISf 
wa6f in conaequenee, admitted to an audience at Dresden. 

The Count delivered his di»patcbea in person to Napoleon^ 
who, after reading them, abruptly observed: <^ Too late;" and 
then turning his back to the ambassador, pretended to loak 
with attention oiit of the window, ' 

After a short pause, the Count asked : ^* SSre^ is that tkf 
whole of the answer I am to bring tvy Eipperor ?^f thai: is lb« 
case, permit me to demand leave of absence*" 

« Stop a moment," replied Napoleon, and went into another 
apartment. After a few minutes had elapsed, he returned, and 
addressed himself to the Count in the following terms i 

*^ Monsieur Bubna, if your Emperor had made these fm* 
posals to me four weeka ago, I might have listened to (bem i 
but now, after the battle of Liitzen, I am become mastt^r ^ 
Europe; and when I have settled affairs with the Smperor of 
Russia and the King of Prussia, I may liave leisure to filt^oi 
to those of your Momteh ; a4;^t'* 
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their popular commanders* Tlie face of the 
country about Bautzen was favourable to their 
arms, and it was therefore determined once more 
to court the smiles of fortune, and try their 
strength, valour, and discipline, with the superior 
forces of the common enemy of mankind. 

On the 18th, the Allies received the intelli* 
gence, that General Lauriston, with a strong 
corps, probably under the supposition that the 
allied army was capable of no further resistance, 
had been detached to the Mark, and was in full 
march, by the way of Hoyerswerda ; upon which. 
General Barclay de Tolly, with his corps, and 
that of General von York, were detached towards 
Hoyerswerda. They began their march in two 
columns on the ni^t of the 18th : the column of 
the left wing, under the command of General Bar- 
clay de Tolly, fell in with General Lauriston near 
Konigswartha, and repulsed him after a severe 
contest, taking from him 2000 prisoners, and 14 
pieces of cannon. The column of the right wing 
under General von York, about 5000 strong, en- 
countered Marshal Ney's corps at Weissig, who in- 
tended to effect a junction and co-operate with 
General Lauriston; the. repeated attacks made by 
General von York on his much more numerous 
enemy, prevented Marshal Ney from sending any 
support to General Lauriston; and these exer- 
tions^ wl^ich were continued till kte in the ev^n* 
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ingy contributed not a little to the glorious ter- 
mination of the engagement between the latter 
and General Barclay de Tolly. During the night 
of the 19thy the several columns returned into 
camp. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Battle of Bautzen-^Retreat to Schrveidnitz-r-BHl- 
cherts Ambuscade at ffaynau — The Armistice* 

Thb direction which the corps of Marshal Ney 
ftnd General Lauriston seemed to take towards the 
right flank of the allied position at Bautzeni 
plainly evinced the intention of attempting to 
tnrn that position from the side of Glein and 
Preititz, the former village lying behind the posts 
of the right wing by Krekwitz. There was con-' 
lequently, on the part of the confederates, a 
necessity of changing their lines, and taking up 
another position, which on the 20th , w^s as fol- 
lows : 

The left wing now stood on a rising ground, 
behind Klein-Jenkowit2. The lines in front 
itretched across the villages of Gross-Jenkowitz 
And Baschiitz, towards Krekwltz, and from thence 
in the direction of Nieder-^Gurke on the Spree, on 
which spot the right flank formed a curve, and 
keeping the Spree in front, passed on to the win4-' 
mill of Glein, where it terminated. 

Klein-Jenkowitz lies near a brook flowing from 
the high ridges on which Hochkirch stands, and 
these were in a parallel line with the left flank of 

4 
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the position. The brook running from KIeia«! 
Jenkowits to the villages of Nadelwitz, Nieder* 
Kayen, and Paaankwitz, to Krekwitz, and, turning 
more to the right by Klein-Bautzen, Preititz, and 
Glein, made a bend before the front, and, receding 
from the centre about fifteen hundred yards, form- 
ed of itself a complete segment of a circle. But 
at Krekwitz, the brook crossed the position, tho 
right wing there taking in the ground between 
the brook and the Sprpe, that river running pa- 
rallel wkh the brook about a mile and a half. At 
Glein the brook touched the extreme right flank 
of the position, from the rear, because this flank 
extended itself from Nieder-Gurke diagonally he^ 
tween the Spree and the brook, as. far as Glein. 
In the same manner as the brook covered the front 
line to Krekwitz, the Spree covered the flank Una 
from Nieder-Gurke to Glein. The space between 
Krekwitz and Nieder-Gurke is about fifteen hun- 
dred yards broad, and quite open, the heights 
forming the edge of the Spree valley, at the vil- 
lage of Burg, lying before it The whole of the 
ground from Klein-Jenkowitz, as far as Krekwitz, 
might be considered as one large plain, although 
the left wing stood rather higher. In the rear of 
the position, the ground gradually rises towards 
Hocbkirch. General von Bliicher was posted 
with his whole corps on the commanding grounds 
from Krekwitz to Nieder-Gurke; the villages in 
front of hift position, close to the Spree, were oc- 



Digitized 



by Google — 



ii%' CAMP AIMS or 

copied by light troops. The extreme right wing, 
under General Barclay de Tolly, stood near Glein, 
and on the advantageous windmill-hill in its vici* 
nity, having before them the defile of Klix, over 
the Spree, within reach of their artillery. It being 
necessary to establish their defence on the Spree^ 
behind the villages of Nieder-Gurke, Doberschiitz, 
Fiiskowitz, and Malschiitz, the windmill-hill af«* 
forded a strong point of defence in disputing the 
passage of this river below Malschiitz, 

On this day the troops of the whole army were 
posted in the following manner: 

Lieutenant-general von Berg's corps, about 4000 
men strong, stood on the left wing behind Jeur 
kowitz: on his right, Lieutenant-general von 
York's corps, not exceeding 5000 men, extending 
behind Baschiitz. There was an open space of twa 
thousand yards, forming a plain from 3aschiitz to 
Krekwitz, op which no troops were placed in the 
first line, being covered by the reserves of cuiras? 
jriers drawn up behind it. 

The front of Bliicher's corps, which might be 
rated at 18,000 strong, besides the reserves of cuiras- 
siers, extended from Krekwitz to Nieder-Gurke^ 
and from thence by Doberschiitz to Bliskowitz. 

General Barclay de Tolly was posted at Gleid, 
with 14,000 men. Marshy grounds, full of pools^ 
connected with each other, and having but few 
passages between them, formed a line of defences 
from PliskowitZy on the Spree, to Prejititz/oi| th^ 
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rivulet iti fronts t)©tween this corps and that of 
General von Bliicher, General Miloradowitsch 
stood before this front, in and by Bautzen, with a 
force of 10,000 men ; and on the heights by Burg, 
General von Kleist with 5000. The Russian Im- 
perial Guards, and the rest of the Russian in- 
fantry, near 16,000 in the whole, stood as reserves 
in the rear of the left wing and centre. Partly 
behind these, and partly to their right, the Rus- 
sian reserves of cavalry, consisting of 8000 cui- 
rassiers, were drawn up. The front line from 
Klein-Jenkowitz to Krekwitz, and by Nieder- 
Gurke to Glein, was more than six miles in extent. 
— (See Plan of the Battle of Bautzen.) 

The nature of the ground unavoidably forced the 
Allies to occupy too large a tei*rain, not very compa- 
tible with precautionary suggestions ; and the obvi- 
ous necessity of taking possession of the high ridges 
that ran parallel to the left wing towards Hoch- 
kirch, whenever the enemy advanced his columns, 
did not contribute to contract it. A part of the 
reserves, consisting of the Prince of Wirtemberg's 
division, and a detachment from Miloradowitsch^s 
Corps, Were afterwards ordered to occupy them } by 
which movement the lines in front Were length- 
ened tnpre than three miles. The defence of the 
left wing in the mountains had of course many 
advantages. No apprehensions could be enter- 
tained, that the enemy would penetrate oVer the 
plain from Klein-Jenkowitz to Krekwitz, as the 

I 
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; crossing of the marshy banks of the rivulet must 
'; be attempted under the fire of a numerous and 
. well-served artillery, protected by intrenchments 
and breast-^ works, and, therefore, not easily to be 
^ first silenced* The villages of Gross- Jenkowitz and 
. Baschiitz were prepared for defence, strong de- 
tachments of cavalry were at hand, and that part 
of the plain from Baschiitz to Krekwitz t^as so 
sitrongly flanked by the height of Krekwitz being 
rather in advance of the position, and upon 
which stood Bliicher's left wing, that the enemy 
could not here advance a step, without being pre- 
viously in possession of Krekwitz. 

General von Bliicher's position was on the advan- 
tageous heights near Krekwitz and Nieder-Gurke, 
having the valley of the Spree, full of meadows, 
intersected with ditches, before him; his front 
was, without doubt, difficult of access, but the 
extension of his line to three miles from Krek* 
witz by Nieder-Gurke to Malschiitz, might be 
considered as much too great for a body of only 
18,000 men ; and being a mile and a half from the 
grand army, if he met with a repulse, he would 
be obliged to retreat through two defiles over the 
boggy sides of the rivulet, to reach the main body; 
he could not, therefore, spare any considerable re- 
serve, nor, in arranging his dispositions, post less 
than 12,000 men in his front. 

General Barclay de Tolly had to defend a point 
of the general position, that afforded in itself songie 
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good natural bulwarks of defence ; but be .was 
3urrouiided by woods, and at a greater ^distance 
from the centre than General von Bliicher. 

Thus situated, towards noon of the 20th of 
May, the enemy assaulted General von Klejst, ou 
xhe heigh ta.near Burg, and at thejsame time. Ge- 
neral Miloradowitsch, near Bautzen ; and a furipus 
.fight for some hours was maintained with the 
greatest bravery, by General von Klcist and his 
intrepid corps. It seemed as if the enemy held 
the possession of these heights as a necessary pre- 
lude to the battl^, by his bringing up fresh co- 
lumns of troops into fire, and repeating his attacks; 
but five battalions from General von Bliicher's 
corps were ordered up in support of General von 
Kleist, to keep his physical strength in equipon- 
derance with that of the enemy, who, about 
three o'clock in the afternoon^ after suffering mur- 
derous repulses, endeavoured to turn General von 
Kleist's left flank, by penetrating to Nieder- 
Gurke; he was, however, baffled in the attempt, 
on finding some battalions of von Ziethen's bri- 
gade and artillery posted on the heights close be- 
hind the defile, and only a brisik fire of sharp- 
shooters was now kept up in the valley at this 
point These stubborn efforts of Napoleon, so 
wasteful of human blood, were frustrated by the 
good countenance and undaunted valour of Ge- 
neral von Kleist's corps, to whose glory and re- 
nown^ fresh and ever- blooming laurels were added 

12 ■ • ^ 
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on this day. It is to the incessant assaults made 
hy the enemy, that followed each other like the 
waves of a tempestuous sea, from twelve o'clock 
at noon till eight in the evening, with the 
view of overwhelming the gallant Prussians, and 
driving them from their impregnable position, by 
the mere force of numbers, that we are to ascribe 
the enormous loss which he suffered in the battle 
of Bautzen, and of which, some calculation may 
be formed, by the authentic and official fact of 
18,000 of his wounded having been transported to 
Dresden. A sharp action took place with General 
Miloradowitsch, on the side of Bautzen, and, in 
the mean time, the enemy had forced back General 
Emanuel, with his corps of Russians, towards the 
mountains to the left of Bautzen, and pushed for- 
ward considerable masses of infantry ; but the 
Russians being timely reinforced, the adversary 
did not succeed in breaking through any of the 
lines of the allied corps in advance, or in taking 
post on the left flank of the anny, as \yas his evi- 
dent intention. On the extreme right wing^ 
under General Barclay de Tolly, no movements 
were made on either side, which might be ex- 
plained, by the corps of General Lauri$ton and 
Marshal Ney not being yet in the field. 

The firing began to cease at night-fall, and thus 

ended the action of the 20th, of which it wa^ 

difficult to decide, whether it were a battle, or 

only the first opening of the operations ; for al- 

3 ' , - 
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though, on the part of the Allies, those points 

Gnly were defended and maintained, that served 

to obstruct jthe advance of the enemy, and his 

pressing on (he position itself; yet, in considering 

the heroic resistance and invincible courage and 

intrepidity of their troops, and the conduct, ex^ 

aitiple, and bravery of their Generals, added to the 

advantages of the ground, and the severe losses 

already felt by the disturber of the peace of Europe, 

great hopes might be entertained, tliat, on a renewal 

of his attacks,' discomfiture and disgrace might 

become his bitter portion, and the Allies, satiated 

with victory, might tranquilly repose on their 

arms, to enjoy tlie heart-thrilling satisfaction of 

having done their duty. But, it not being the in* 

tention of the Allies to make those disputed points 

the field of battle, in case of the enemy's acting 

on the ofiensive the next morning, while more 

advantages were to be drawn from the position 

itself; and as the expected attack on General 

Barclay de Tolly would cause these advanced 

points of the position not to be exactly adapted 

to the whole, the corps of General Miloradowitsch 

and von Kleist were withdrawn in the ni^ht, into 

the position : the former joined General von Berg, 

and the latter General von York. The allied troops 

passed the night under arms on the field of battle, 

cheering each other wth gratulations of having 

inade a gallant defence; and if there be any thing 

I 3 
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tliait could ensure or prdgi^dsticate'tlie Mppy soci* 
cess of a future <{ay, it was the peaceM order that 
every where prevailed amongst the troops, so sel- 
dom found after such inveterate and ssinguinary 
conflicts^. 

Soon after daybreak, on' the SIst, the first 
shots were heard along the line. The enemy, in 
renewing his attacks, directed them against two 
principal points of the allied position, namely, 
General von BliicherV and General Barclay de 
Tolly's ; and after these attacks had been opened 
by the sharp-shooters and artillery, he gradually 
displayed his whole force down the full extent of 
the allied line. 

From the eminences of the allied centre they 
had a full view of the enemy's columns, marching 
over tlie heights to the right and left from Baut- 
zen, and drawing up in heavy compact masses^ 
directly opposite to their position,. but out of the 
reach of the, artillery. These masses of troops 
might be estimated at from SO to. 40,000 men, 
and they were scarcely drawn up in order of battle, 
when pillars of smoke were seen rising from the 
high grounds near Burg : this was the signal of 
attack for Marshal Ney and General Lauriston, 
who instantly pressed forward, with about 30,000 
men, and threw themselves with great impetuosity 
on General Barclay de Tolly, at Glein. A very 
hot engagement ensued, which lasted till near ten 
o'clock A, M. The superiority of the enemy in 
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numbers obliged tbe General to lose ground, to 
relinquish the strong post of the windmill -hill^ 
and^ step by step, to retreat over the rivulet in 
hi« rear, and across the Lobau water, to the com- 
manding heights of Barutis« This side being a 
very vulnerable part of the position, General von 
Kleist was immediately ordered to his support; his 
corps had, however, in the bloody affair of the 
day before, been reduced to near SOOO effective 
men, and, instead of being able to drive back the 
enemy, in co-operating with de Tolly, they could 
only succeed in silencing his fire in part, and keep^ 
ing him in check. 

In the mean time, the conflict in the mountains 
had commenced with redoubled animosity, but 
the^ inflexible spirit and steady ^re of the allied 
battalions prevented the enemy from making any 
progress in this quarter during the whole day* 
The Prince Of Wirtemberg and General. Milorado«' 
witsch supported this point with their infantry, 
lapd the favourable terrain cost their obstinate foe 
an inconqeivable number of men. 

The cannonade in thp centre now began, as the 
enemy seemed to. menace an advance. General 
von Bliicher having befoi)& him the wood on the 
side of the Spree, could form no judgment of the 
st;rength of his adversary, and only some trifling 
affairs between the rifle-corps and light troops oc^ 
purred in the valley. This was the state of the 
bf^ttle about ooon^ as Marshal Ney and General 
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Lauriston pushed on columns to their right, and 
occupied the village of Preititz : this village lay 
between General von Bliicher and General Barclay 
de ToUy, on the brook so olPten mentioned, close 
to Klein-Bautzen, consequently behind the right 
wing of General von Bliicher. Nothing could be 
of more importance to this General, than the oc- 
cupation of this village : if the enemy proceeded 
from thence to the unoccupied villages of Klein- 
Bautzen and Puschwitz, the General had no other 
line of communication with the grand army than 
through Krekwitz ; but Krekwitz lay in front of 
the position, within the range of the enemy's ar- 
tillery, and could, besides, only be occupied by a 
single battalion ; the enemy were already standing 
in the village of Pa^ankwitz, close -to /it, and it 
wa,s a ipatter of uncertainty whether thgf village of 
Krekwitz could finally be maintained or not 
Under such dubious circumstances, General von 
Bliicher resolved to part with the only reserve he 
had at his command^ and therefore ordered his 
reserve brigade to march to the support of Ge- 
neral Barclay de Tolly, for the sole purpose of 
retaking the village. He was in hopes, that, not 
being himself seriously engaged, this brigade 
would be able to give another turn to the affairs 
of the right wing, by falling upon the right flanks 
of Marshal Ney and GeneraK Lauriston. A de- 
tachment of the Prussian reserve cavalry was, at 
^he same time, sent towards the Spree, that now 
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separated General von Bliicher from Marshal 
Ney, to observe the . passages, to threaten the 
etieray still more in his right flank, and to can- 
nonade bim with their horse - artillery. These 
dispositions were hardly made, and the troops 
marched off, when the enemy attacked General 
von Bliicher himself in his whole position; first g,t 
Pliskowita;, then at Nieder-Gurke, Jind at last 
throughout the whole lix^e of the Spree 5 a most 
heavy and destructive fire of musketry was kept 
up without intermission, which having lasted 
about an l^our, and his second line of infantry 
coming into action, General von Bliicher began 
to discover, with that quiqknesf of foresight so 
peculiar to this military herp, how unsafe it was 
to maintain his extended lines, and issued prompt 
orders for the reserve brigade to return, and post 
themselves ready for an emergency, at Barschiitz. 
But this brigade had already marched to Preititz, 
and, in combination with the corps of General 
von Kleist, entered at once with great vigour and 
resolution into the village, and gallantly carried 
it at the point of the bayonet, although with a 
very heavy loss* They kept the village occupied, 
and the rest of the brigade returned according to 
orders. Such was at this period the situation of 
General von Bliicher's corps, that it was obliged 
to present a front on three sides ; namely, between 
Krekwitz and Nieder-Guilce, against the enemy 
lidvapcing from the heights of Burg; from Nieder- 



Digitized 



by Google — 



122 CAMPAIGNS OF 

Gurke to Pliskowitz, to defend the low grounds 
of the Spree, and from Pliskowitz to Preititz, at 
the back of the pools, against the advance of 
Marshal Ney. The whole of the reserve had been 
detached to retake the village of Preititz, in the 
rear, and thus to keep open the threatened fourth 
side of the position, the olily one by which rein- 
forcements could be received, or a retreat, if ne* 
cessary, be made. The action in his front had 
about this time taken a very unfavourable turn ; 
two Russian batteries, the one by Krekwitz, the 
other by Nieder-Gurke, that formed the principal 
defence of these points, bad expended all their 
ammunition ; the enemy, an over-match in num* 
bers, had made himself master of the heights be* . 
hind Nieder-Gurke, from which alone this point 
could be defended, and he now marched forwards 
over the low grounds between the rivulet and the 
Spree ; and although the brigade of Colonel von 
Kliix had twice repulsed him with severe loss, by 
bpavely charging him with the bayonet ; yet, it 
was evident, tlie heights were npt to be retakeut 
General von Bliicher demanded reinforcements, 
and Qeneral von York was ordered up to secure 
the execution of his dispositions, who immediately 
marched to the village of Krekwitz, to fall on. 
the right flank of the advancing enemy ; but the 
expected succour came too late ; the two brigades 
of General Von Bliicher's fro^t had gradually 
withdrawn themselves out of their PQQY$9( posi« 
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tion to the high grounds about Krekwitz; but 
here not a spot was (<mnd adapted for further de- 
fence, and, in consequence, only one measure to 
keep himself master of the terrain, remained at 
his option, and that was to unite the weak bat- 
talions of the brigades with the rest of -the reserve^ 
and, waving all other considerations, to act, with 
impetuous firmness, on the offensive. No doubts 
can be entertained, that, by this very rapid 
movement, he would again have penetrated to the 
valley of the Spree ; but the brigade reserves were 
at the instant not yet returned, and, besides, very 
important consequences were here previously to 
b€ regarded. If Bliicher had reconquered thi& 
ground, still the battle was not gained; the. less 
so, as the terrain already lost, on the extreme right 
wing, was so decisive an event, that, from the mo- 
ment the impossibility of moving onwards, on this 
point, was perceived, the Commander-in-chief 
did not expect any favourable issue to the contest 
in general. General von Bliicher, in hazarding 
every thing to recover his former position, and 
even if crowned with success, had unavoidably 
dislocated his whole corps ; he was unacquainted 
with the advance of General von York; the battle 
raged with Generals Barclay de Tolly and von 
Kleist, and the maintaining of their occupied 
lines was a matter of' uncertainty. He therefore 
resolved to undertake no operation until he had 
received fresh orders, and wishing to wait the re- 
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turn of his reserves to Purschwite, he directed the 
two other brigades engaged, to maintain them- 
selves tp the last extremity in their positions, be- 
fore they retreated to Purscbwitz. The reserve 
cavalry, being of little service on this close 
ground, w^re ordered to draw back across the 
defile, that the retrograde movement, if obliged to 
be made through it, might not meet with any im- 
pediment. " 

At this period the centre was yet untouched, the 
enemy only making demonstrations, showing and 
deploying his columns, and keeping up a brisk 
cannonade *. It was clear that their opponent 



. * The Emperor of Rusfiia and the King of Prussia were 
atanding togeUier, in the rear of one of their batteries, from 
wfaich a heai7 fire was kept up on the enemy with great efect, 
^ho answered with a shower of sheUs, when one of the shelb 
feU within ten yards of the spot where the allied Monarchs were 
conversing. A Prussian veteran, of the artillery, no sooner 
saw the shell take ground, but running up with an intrepid 
presence of mind, was fortunate enough to extinguish the fusee 
before, it burst* The King of Prussia, who saw the action, 
called out to him, asking his name, and how long he had served. 
^< Thou shalt be rewarded, my brave fellow," sfud the Kin^; 
*^ I here on the spot promote you to the rank of an officer/'-— 
" I humbly thank your Majesty for this gracious mark of your 
fiivour," replied the man ; << but I cannot accept it : I might have 
been a corporal years ago, if— »• Your Majesty, however, 
will not, I hope, be displeased, if I mention that the pay of lui 
officer would make my family an4 myself happy for lif<^" Tli^ 

t He could not writ«« 
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feared the strength of the allied position at thi« 
point; and he, perhaps, expfected that the centre 
of the Confederate army, in sending support tb 
the hard-pressed right wing, would be so weaken* 
ed, as gradually to prepare for the favourable crisis 
of its attack by close action, on the event of which 
might depend his gaining a complete and decisive 
victory over the Ailiefs; 

Since the opening of the campaign, it had al- 
ways been kept in view by the Allies, for vefy 
sage and political reasons, rather to break off be- 
fore a battle Was ended, if its tendency was doubt- 
ful or uncertain, than to expose themselves to the 
chance of a total defeat^ and as the whole contest 
had actually taken an unfavourable turn, this step 
was here the more necessary, inasmuch as their 
undisputed superiority in caValty enabled them to 
throw this choice into the balancing scales of their 
operations, whenever it was held judicious. The 
same causes which rendered it dubious, whether 
the last exertions of General von Bliicher, to re- 
cover the lost ground, would prove beneficial for 
the whole, or not, but might place Bliicher's corps 
in a very dangerous situation, determined the 
Commander-in-chief, between three and four 
o'clock p. M. to decline the contest on this posi- 
tion, and to order a retreat. 



King understood him^ his booQ was grajated,t to which wei^ 
added, the order of the Iron Cross from his Sovereign, and 
the order of St. George from the Emperor of Russia. 
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The retreat was made ia the most perfect order 
and regularity ia two columns. The Russian 
troops of the centre and left wing took the direc- 
tion of Hochkirch to Lobau ; the Prussians, that 
of WUrschen to Weissenberg. General Barclay 
de Tolly and General Kleist, with the reserves of 
Prussian cavalry, drew up again in line of battle, 
on the advantageous heights of Grdditz, to keep 
Marshal Ney and General Lauriston in check, 
which was done the whole evening with such good 
success, that Generals von BlUcher and von York 
had time to pass Weiss^nberg with the extremities 
of their columns : this measure was very requisite, 
the enemy being much nearer Weissenberg from 
fiarutis, than the former were from the points of 
Krekwitz and Baschiitz. When the centre of the 
Allies broke up, the. enemy did not attempt ^o 
follow. 

This stupendous battle afforded the enemy but 
few prisoners, and not a single piece of artillery 
fell into his hands : it must be allowed, however, 
that he succeeded in forcing the Allies, after a 
hard struggle, to relinquish a part of their strong 
position; but it was accomplished by such an 
enormous and inhuman sacrifice of metl, that Na- 
poleon's loss may be moderately estimated at 
double that of the Allies, they having had from 
14 to 15,000 men killed and wounded, and, as al- 
ready related, theenemy sent 18,000 of his wound- 
ed back to Dresden ; and it has since beeii ^jpidu- 
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bitably ascertained, that the small town of Baut<» 
2en and its vicinity alone had to provide hospitals 
for 7000 of his severely wounded men after the 
battle. 

On this vast theatre of. carnage, where, but a 
few hours before, the most luxuriant crops, peace* 
ful villages, and hamlets, decked the fertile fields, 
smiling in all the native graces of a fruitful spring, 
every thing perished and was blasted by the un- 
timely blight of wasteful war, and the dire ra- 
vages of the ruthless sons of spoil, insatiate in de* 
. stroying whatever could refine and embellish na- 
,ture. The horrid transactions of these French 
military-barbarians are written in blood, and bear 
. that hideous character by which the voice of God. 
and nature has designated the most flagrant of hu- 
man offences. They can never be forgotten : the 
affrighted inhabitants fled into the woods, and the 
face of the country was suddenly transformed 
into a savage, wild, and desolate wilderness. 

Napoleon, in the midst of his mathematical cal- 
culations and theorems, might feel the instability 
of human events, and find an error in the defini- 
tion of such kind of victories as the present one. 
It had been his custom totally to defeat his adver- 
sary with a very disproportionate and trifling loss 
on his side, and then to extort a rash and precipi- 
tate peace. The attributes of his station as con- 
queror demanded this. And here, after having 
experienced in Russia a reverse of fortunei unpa- 
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ralleled in history, that involved him in difficulties 
.scarcely surmountable, he could have nothing 
more at heart than to destroy in their bud the 
dawning hopes of Europe, to crush the rising spi- 
rit of liberty, now spreading far and near, and to 
appal his enemies arming on all sides i>y rapid, 
splendid, and decisive victories. It is notorious 
that this was not done. Partial advantages fonned 
the utmost confines of his boastings, presenting, 
of themselves, but a weak and tottering dam against 
the irresistible rolling tide of self-confidence that 
was now set in against him. Fresh calamities 
awaited him in his rear, and were ready to burst 
over his power and his plans. The victorious Hero 
of Spain, Lord Wellington, now stood on the 
frontiers of France to chastise, on his own thresh- 
old, their haughty and abhorred enemy. 

There was, therefore, no well-founded cause for 
the Allies to complain of their situation, and they . 
might be convinced that order, perseverance, and 
intrepidity would inevitably bring them to the de* 
sired goal, in defiance of those ostentatious ac- 
counts of victories so industriously published to 
Europe by their wily antagonist. 

The allied army continued on the 22d, its retro- 
grade movement from Lobau and Weissenberg to 
Gorlitz. At Reichenbach the rear-guard had a 
lively affair with their pursuers, that cost the 
French array a Marshal and two Generals, and 
Napoleon his most intimate friend. Buonaparte 
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Ibeiftg dissatisfied tiiat his Generails of^ the advan- 
ced-guard sent in Ao prisoners from a supposed de« 
ftated arniy^ undertook, in a sudden burst of in-^ 
dtgnation, the command of it himself for Due day> 
to teacli them, as he said, a more vigorous execu< 
tion of his infallible orders. The rear-guard of 
the Allies was posted at Reichenbach, having a 
very numerous cavalry and artillery, the former 
burning with impatience to try a charge upon equal 
terms with the French. A sharp cannonade was 
kept Up, some regiments of French dragoons 
actually showed themselves, and the allied horse 
had an opportunity of wreaking their vengeance, 
by repulsing them with heavy loss. It happened 
that, during the cannonade, a fatal ball struck 
General Kirschner dead, close to Napoleon, tore 
open the bowels of Marshal Duroc*, and mortally 
wounded General Labruyfere. Napoleon, shud* 



* Marshal Duroc, Duke of Frioul, lived on a very intimate 
footing with Napoleon. He was born in 1772» at Ponte-Mous« 
ton, and was the son of a house-painter of that place. By. the 
help of a relation he was educated at the military school, made 
a lieutenant m 1792, and rose to the rank of Captain in the 
ArtiUery in 1796; at which period Napoleon became acquainted 
with him, and found in him a fit person to execute, with implicit 
derotion^ some of his barbarous mandates. It is well knowft 
that he assisted in pmsmung the wounded French in Syria im 
1799« Smce which he had been sent on several diplomatic 
missions to St. Petersburg and Berlin, and was aflerwards, a$ 
Marshal of the Imperial Palace, much about thf persoii of 
Buonaparte. 

K 



Digitized 



by Google 



139 cmui&m e# 

^ritig at'tliw sudden strake of fttt, lifyelkril'44 
near his sacred pereog^ tamed Towidc the hMd ei 
}m horse, and, wtthoui a word or eaicknaal&oti 
escaping his li)M, or altering a nuade of insfoomin 
taianoe^ rode off ia agitated hftste frem the epats r 

'The pursnit wae afterwards, fii^wed up in.tfas 
wubI nialnDer; and the exoeUent mA matchleit 
carakj of the Allies gathered fresh laurels ftteY^ijr 
jrenecmnter. 

From Gorlite the n^rch of Ae allied Mamdm 
W2S continued lA two cotumns, i^ tiie wajr ♦€ 
Kaumbttrg to Queii^?, Bunxkn, Hayaai^ mo^ 
tfarongh Lauban, Ldwenbefg^ Goldberg) Striegao^ 
to the camp of PHltzen, near SckwtidnitBt wfaettt 
it arrived on the 1st of June. . t. 

The Prussian army marched, with the oorpe of 
Greneral Barclay de Tolly, in the cohimn <cf thih 
right wing that proceeded through Haynaiw . 

It being the object of the Coma^mder^in^chti^^ 
to continue the retreat as slowly and leisurely as 
possible^ without entangling himself in an^ gen^ 
ral or serious affair } and the en^aiyhaviog Isiegutt^ 
to press and harass the rearguard i^ery closely, a** 
plan which General von Bliicher had conceiTed^ 
with that boldness of genius which displayed itself 
on alimomentous.occa&iona, waa no^in arranged andr, 
pot in execution. An amlmah wa9 to^ beji> plaesriS: 
for the enemy's van*g«ard, to chastise diem se*'' 
verely for their rashness, and to distress tbetr^ 
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^Ikeit^iC/pttMibrii t tire terrain bet^'hd Baynatt 
•ieilidd \*»il dtttidfor thir piiirpos*?. 
^:<A[bdiltv it mUe'«tmi a hilf on the ottiertWe of 
Kayneuy is sihuUedthe Tillage of Michelsdorf| 
aiidft-(an tliis spot-to Doterschau, abcmt tlic dts* 
tBttot of three •n^s, it kr qtsite an Open and cliatir- 
)it%tf^e0Qi>tf7, ^c«pt the villages of Patitsnaa 
apd Sttttdnit2, which, lying in a kind of rallisy; 
form k drifil^. To the right of this flat open c6tia« 
fi3r|^» a defile, f6hiied by low grounds and copses, 
ti^liic^ begitiOfing at the village voF tJeberschaar, 
SMitinMf without any break, as fat^as Baudman^ 
dof^%idg about three miles on the sami level td 
tte tigM of ' Dob^schau.-^f*yee the JPlan of tht 
Ambuscade near Haynau.) 

'Onlthe aCth the Prussian army left Haynau Jon 
tW^ bij^h road to Liegnit^t. The rear-guard fbi* 
lowed/ at a distance of twdve miles, and passed 
Haybau the satne day. 

It^iwa^ General von Bltichtr's well-conccrtetf 
pkm^to lot the actual rear-guard^ which consisted 
0£^hMe battalions of infantry and three regiments' 
of lig^t*horse, under the command of Colonel von 
Mutfus, reti'eat over th^ plain- to Steudnit^, after 
li^dkAtig before Haynau till the ^lemy cam6 out 
t<^ attack} and they should then endeavour to 
dixranand aliure the enemy ^fter them. In ther 
floeah tinie, Ae whole of the reserve cavalry, ccfn* 
sistidg of twenty squadrons, with two battetieS 
of horse-artill^ry> were placed in ambush at ScheU 

*2 
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lendorf^ under the command of Colonel von Dolff* 
They were to advance through the defiles with all 
the rapidity and secrecy in their power, so as to 
push forward over the plain through Ueberschaar; 
and to fall unexpectedly on the right flank of the 
enemy s advanced-guard, at the moment when 
they were occupied in attacking Colonel von 
Mutius. .• . 

A windmill between Baudmansdorf and Pohls- 
dorf, which could be distinctly seen by both par- 
ties, was to^. J^e set on fire, a^ a signal for the re- 
serve cavalry in ambush to advance. General von 
Ziethen's brigade was drawn up as reserve behind 
Pantenau and Pohlsdorf, and the conduct of th^ 
whole intrusted to this General. Our veterau 
General von Bliicher, anxious for the accomplish- 
ment of his premeditated surprise, remained in the 
neighbourhood. The enemy pursued Colonel von 
Mutius, in appearance, with much precaution,^ 
and did not show himself out of Haynau till past 
three o'clock, p. m. marching slowly and warily 
as if in doubt. Colonel von Mutius, according 
to orders, retreated in seeming haste. 
.. The division of General Maison composed this 
advanced-guard; and Marshal Ney, to whose cqrps 
it belonged, left it just before the attack. General 
Maison, as if warned by a presentimisat of his 
danger, expressed his fears concerning the safety 
of his advancing into the plain, to tlje, Marshal 
himself^ who ridiculed them. The Marshal pro^ 

■ 4* ^ 
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ceeded to another point, and General Maisdn- 
marched with a heavy heart into the plain. He 
however neglected sending detachments into the 
defiles on his right, as the only way to secure 
that flank in a proper manner, and prevent any 
surprise, . 

The enemy having passed Michelsdorf ahout 
fifteen hundred yards in advance, ' the reserve ca- 
valry pu£ itself in motion, having ahout a mile 
and a half to march before they could be as near 
to the enemy as Colonel Mutius. They left the 
ground at full trot, and General von Ziethen fired 
the mill as a signal for th« attack. General 
Maison, on seeing this, suspected some ambush^ 
and immediately ordered his troops to form in 
squares ; but little time was left them to perform 
the evolution, for Colonel von Dolfs, leaving two 
regiments as reserve, and without stopping to 
make use of his artillery, seized the favourable 
moment, and pVecipitated himself on the enemy 
with the swiftness of the winds. The French 
cavalry betook themselves to flight, leaving the 
disorderly masses of infantry in the act of form- 
ing, to their fate. They were furiously charged, 
and rode down in the space of a few minutes. 
Hiose that were not cut. in pieces or taken pri* 
SQners fled through the. village of Michelsdorf, 
towards Haynau. The whole affair lasted but 
twenty minutes; and by the iquick dispersion ^f 
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the enttnjr/ Col(>nel von Mutiiis Was dlmo^t de^ 
prived of 9 share in the brilliant action. 

The trophies that fell into the hands 6f th^ AI* 
lies, consisted of 18 pieces of cannon, their whole 
artillery, and the usual spoils of baggage, turn-* 
brils, horses, and stores ; but a scarcity of Har-p 
nessed horses prevented their bringing away mxixe 
than 11 pieces of artillery, andfroni three to foiip 
hundred prisoners were taken. The allied cavali-y, 
covered with glory, then retired to Lobentau; the 
rear-guard took a position there, and kept up vi- 
dettes and out-posts on the plain close to Haynau, 
Durfng the whole of the following day the enemy 
kept himself close in Haynau ; and it was not tiQ 
the 28th, that the rear-guard retired to Kloster- 
Wahlstatt, 

The cavalry obtained in this splendid engage- 
ment that renown so difficult to be acquired ia 
modem times, owing to the superiw tactics* of 
the infantry ; it is, however, here incontestably 
proved th^t there are opportunities in which thi^^ 
superiority is of no avail, a;id cavalry can perforqp 
wpnders, and cut their way through evf ry abstibole 
that may oppose their progress, when disciplirted 
valour, and the enterprise and foresight of expe^ 
ri^nced officers, are happily blended together. 

The brave Colonel von Polfs fell in gaUafttly 
leading hia squadrons to the charge* 

Napoleon no sooner arrived at I^ieguit; with hit 
army, and perceived that the Allies retreated tbf 
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ward& S^chwekimtey auii |iot to Bre^lan, than he 
immediately. d^j;ach^d a corps of 30,000 uiea to the 
N^ugiiark, wlilch entipred ^^au on the following 

, Prior to the battle of Bautzen, Buonaparte had' 
himself cff<^red an armistice *, and to enter into 
pegptiatioo«. These offers were now renewed, 
a^d on the part of the Allies accepted f . A pn^ 
liminary armistice of thirty-six hours was first.re- 
g^iated, and soon after prolonged to three days. 

As the allied armies were on their, march to Si*- 
lesia, General von Biilow, with an army of 20,000 
men^ ha^. advanced from the Mark into Lower-' 
Lusatia* A corps under General Oudinot was 

f I »■ I I ■■■■ n ■■ III 11 II II i» ..■.■I < III I, ■! ■ I II n II I 

* It was on thk day that Kapoleoa sent a letter, written 
with his. own hand, by a flag/ of truce, to the Emperor of all the 
Eiissiiui, in which he made, it was supposed, very flattering 
•verttn^s for a cessation of arms. 

His Imperifd Majesty, having received it, and being pre-in- 
ftpiped of its probable contents, demanded of the bearer, *^ Wh#« 
ther he h^ likewise brought a similar epistle for the King of 
Prussia I^'* On being answered in the negative, Alexander ob- 
served i "Then I cannot open this i* I can listen to no com- 
muttitatlons Irom the Emperor of France but in conjunction 
in$h tbe I^g of Prussia." 

Jbe 4ag of truce was obliged to return wiAout fulfilling his 
mission, and Napoleon saw himself under the necessity of ofibr- 
ing proposals for a cessation of arms conjointly to the two allied 
potentates, and which was accordingly done. 

f The plenipoteo times from both sides had a lon^ conference 
on th^ 3Qth9 wliich pasted eighteen hours, at Kloster-Wahl- 
fltau, near Liegnitas* . 

K 4 
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detached by Napoleon to check the progress of 
this General, whom he found posted at Lnckau, 
and a smart action ensued on the 4th of Jun^ 
which principally turned on the possession of 
Luckau ; the French, however, were unable to 
drive the Prussians out of the pl«:e, although' 
in flames ; and the enemy being at last attacked in 
their rear by General von Billow's cavalry, under 
General Oppen, they were forced to relinquish 
the field of battle, with a loss of from 4 to 500 
prisoners, and one gun. 

The enemy's lines of cottimunication with the 
Elbe were threatened to be intercepted, and ^ 
vexatious war of posts and skirmishes was no^ 
carried on with constant success against him. 
On both banks of the Elbe, and even to tiie 
borders of Franconia, Prussian and Russian df^V 
tachments scoured the country in every, direc- 
tion ; a • considerable number of prisoners wece 
bi'ought in, and several of the expeditions were 
particularly fortunate : Captain von Colomb, our 
hero's brother-in-law, having passed the Elbie with 
a squadron pf volunteer light horse, ^t the time 
the two conflicting armieS' were standing on ils 
banks, had penetrated as far as the bord6rs of 
Franconia, where he surprised a transport of 18 
pieces' of artillery, 6 howitzers, and 40 tumbrils, 
proceeding to the French army under the escort of 
Bavarian troops. . He spiked the guns, blew upL tjie 
tumbrils, and made from a to 300 prisoners; Tb^ 
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Russkrn: General CzemiscljefF crossed the Elbe 
wkii a -body of 1800 men, light troops, and near 
ilalberatadt unexpectedly fell in with the West* 
phalian division of General von Ochs, with about 
8500 men, 14 pieces of cannon, and a number o^ 
amimmition-waggons, of which the latter formed 
ia haste a circular bulwark, on a rising ground 
near the road; but General CzemischefF did not 
hesitate cannonading him with his light artillery ; 
and several of the ammiiniiion-waggons havipg 
blown up, he rapidly charged the enemy with a 
rare intrepidity : the Cossacks succeeded in breaki* 
ing through the fortified circle, and General von 
Ochs, with ail his infantry, about 1000 men, were 
taken prisoners; 14 pieces of cannon, 60 tum-^ 
brHs, and 800 artillery horses, and large quantities 
of military stores fell into the hands of the Cos- 
sacks, and were conveyed in safety over the Elbe. 
A detachment from General Woronzoff's corps, 
imder the command of Colonel BorizofF, had like* 
wise passed the Elbe; and on the 23d of May, 
encountered near Connern, between Halle and 
jBernburg, a body of. French cuirassiers, 400 men 
Strong, under General Pinsot; after an obstinate 
conflict of two hours, the whole were either killed^ 
wounded, or taken prisoners by the Cossacks; and 
It train of 19 waggop$, with stores, baggage, &c. 
})ecame their booty on the road to Merseberg. The 
: Jlufsian Genera] Emanuel surprised a transport of 
trtillery*, between Rieichenbach and Gorlitz, took 
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S.. piece* of caniioni spiked 6, an^Mbtew up }S 
tttinbnl& General Lasa^le, another Fjentih gQnejra]^ 
^ud 300 men, were killed, and ^00 taken, prisonery. 
General Woronzoff having afterwardd^ fbuned a 
JLunctiou with General C^emischefiv they both put 
them3elve;^ in march towards Leipsic, the Duke of 
Fadua^* being employed there in reoiQunting 
depdu of French cavalry; they would have bad 
the most brilliant success, if at this moment^ in- 
telligence of the armistice had not reached theni. 
Negotiations respecting the armistice had heei^i 
in th^ mean tinikey carrying on, and, on 4;he lat of 
Jonei it was concluded at Plaszwitz, for a period 

m ^ ' j ' l . - ' > I !!■ M II ■ I ■*! 111! m il 1 I J. m ■ i " ■■!* 

* As Ibis Duke (Arriglii), during the armistice, was carry^ 
ing on his acts of oppression at Le^sic, a Russian officer iM^ived 
With a flag of^ truce, to treat concerning the exchange of the 
retriaios of Liitzow*s corps that had been so basely surprised. * 

from the midst of the crowd that accoinpanied the Russiail 
officer to the hotel of the Duke, very lively aoclamatioas an4 
cheering huzzas, in compliment to the brave Russian,, weredis* 
ttnctly heard, even under the windows of the Duke s apartments* 
He appeared much incensed at these marks of disrespect, and 
strict orders were isfiued to punish those culprits who coulii 
ibuie to be so insolent towards one of Napoleon s marshals 
Rewards were even offered to apprehend the delinquents, aad 
to those who could, discover any individual guilty of so |^eat a 
crime ; but the Duke s proclamations, and his threats, were 
equally useless ; for, lo ! they were his own soldiers that had 
alarmed the fancied dignity of this ape of a tyrant*s despotism : 
tome hundreds of honest Westphalians, whose breasts glowing 
with i| true patriotic flame, could not forget the name of H^Ct- 
mann, ~and that Teutonic blood;still flowed in their ve\a&l 



Digitized 



by Google 



^ seven n^^ks"; namely, to tjip aoth of July, al* 
Jowmg a ttotice df six days. On the S^ih of Jiily 
ft'^as prolonged at Neijiinark in Silesia, to the 
^Oth^ df Aogiist. This armistice wv, in every 
point of vi^vir, of a very different complexicni 
from-tho^se -which in former times had been forced ' 
tipbn, or oflfered by Napoleon to his adversaries^. 
Here ]ho saciifide * of territory was made ; no lor- 



^' It must not be forgotten that the greatest sacrifice made 
by the Coi)federate$» was their grantibg the' uH possidetis in 
ihtt S9d Fr^ndi jsiilitary diwioB) a measare, t)ie poliqr of 
frbic)?t f till qontinues enveloped ma degree of mysteiy, and 
)[>y which Hamburgh remained in the hands of a rengeance- 
breathing despot, forcing upon him, as if in his own despite, 
the means of punishing those brave spirits who had first dared 
to manifest a patriotic zeal, by flying to arms and unfurling the 
banners of unanimity for the deliverance of Germany, and thejr 
9wn independence. Enormous were the exactions which Napo* 
leon imposed and levied ; cruel and relentless the robberies and 
spoliations that were committed and jug^ified by his Satraps, 
so as utterly to destroy and undermine for a series of years, the 
opulence and prosperity of this venerable head of the Hanfiif^ 
league. It is surely difficult tp conceive any character more 
iKlious and despicable than that of a ferocious hireling^ who, 
trembling at a tyrant's frown, issues, the mandate that is to devote 
irirtuous citizens to starvation, to desolate happy and peacefu) 
^amlei(s, to* wring agonizing tears from the widow and the fa» 
^rless ! — Such is d* Avoust. An official and moderate estimate 
states the total amount of the losses caused to this city and its 
environs by d*Avoust, at thirteen millions sterling. The popu* 
lation was' reduced fl*om 120,000 to 40,000 souls; more than 
J500'h6u3es were either burnt or demolished; and by d^Xvoust s 
omiaturaly stubborn, and vindictive cri|elty, more than 1600 fa- 
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tresses were delivered up, nor were even those be* 
sieged, to be uninvested. The French troops were 
to occupy, according to the fourth article of the 
armistice, a line of demarcation in Silesia (see the 
Map), which extendedf rom the borders of Bohemia, 
near Schr6ibershau, on nearly a straight line by the 
way of Parch witz, Liegnicz, Lahn, and Goldberg, 
along the banks of the river Katzbacb, till it falls 
into the Oder* The lines of the confederate army 
iu Silesia, under Btiicher, commenced at Ditters-> 
bach near the frontiers of Bohemia, passed through' 
Pfaffendbrf and Landshut, following the course 
oF the Bober to Rudelstadt, and from thence to 
Kanth, Bettbrn, and Althof, to the left bank of 
the Oder: the whole of the territory between 
these lines of demarcation being declared neutral. 
The ISth of June was the time fixed, on which 
all the troops and detached corps were to be iq 
the rear of their lines of demarcation. 
A body of 10,000 Danish troops had aYrived m 

mtlies were 8trippe4 of their bedding, furnlturey and cattleg 
turned out to live under the canopy of heayen, in the midst of 
a severe winter^ and, in short, became beggars on the high roads^ 
And jret> iibis hoiiQiirable officer— *dns moralizing Marshal, haa 
theieflfronteiy to. justify his callous deeds^ by asserting, they 
Wer^ needful for the defence of Hamburgh : now this iirmi abo* ' 
Boinable falsehood ; for, after the conflagrations of the distant 
villages, instead of attempting to defend the burning ruins,; 
tii.ey.weK0 abandoned at the first onset of the bold and hardy 
Russians* 
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thevieiuity of Hamburgh; with the supposed inten- 
tion of making a common cause with the troops of 
the Allies.; but owing to the political discussionii 
of the Danish cabinet, with England and Sweden, 
this design had at this period undergone a change. 
The Panes suddenly declared themselves for 
France, entered into the views of Vandamme* 



* It was under the imniediate command of Vandamme, that 
Hamburgh was bombarded. A fbw authentic anecdotes of ih« 
early part of this man's life may serve to amuse the reader* 

Vandamme is the son of a citizen in humble life, of Cassd 
in Flanders. After receiving, a common day-school education^ 
he was clerk in an office for some time, but being intrusted 
with a sum of money, he decamped with it, and commenced the 
life of a swindler and vagabond ; detection soon foUowing, he 
was publicly whipped, and set in the pillory at Bergen in Fian- 
ders. Indeed, he had received sentence of death ; but through 
the intercession of Mr. Schubltz, a respectable merchant of 
punkirk, his life was saved. Soon afterwards he was sent to 
the galleys at Marseilles, where he remained till he was llbe* 
r$ted by the Jacobins in 1798. He distinguished himself by his 
dsominable cruelties towards the Royalists in Piiris, and on this 
account was ipade a Generid by. the Nfttional C<>^ventipn, 4n4 
s^t to command a body of troops in Banders. He b^aa his 
new career in a manner most fitting his character and Japobiii 
prlnpiples : upon entering Dunkirk, he ordered his Ibrmer pa*' 
trw ta^ deliverer, Mr. Schubitz, to be arretted, and sent him to 
^Wf » denounced 4^ a ftiirious ariatoerat and dangerous roynUst* 
Q# ended bis life, of course, under ^^ guillotine. Such « signal 
instance of base ingratitude and atrocious pet#dy can scarcely 
be equalled in history, ^ But are not the aatellites and adherents 
of Napoleon, wretches of one ^omv^Mt stamp, a brotheri)i9P4 
of butchers? . 
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and d'Av0ii8f> rod thereby Jforced Gmient! l^ri 
Tflttedbara to .eyacuate Hambuiigfa* Thus lirll 
for a second time, mto the bauds of £b« pMntfa/ 
one of tlie most ancient free imperial cities of Qer^ 
inanyy whose exertions in the oause of lit^rty 
made her so worthy of the freedom she aspired ta> 
and whose loss may be esteemed one of the %fi^ 
Terest and most painful wbieh the ^Allies had, at 
yet suffered* 

Two yery cog^t reasons may be here addneed/ 
why it was the interest of the pities that am afr> 
fnistice of seven weeks should be concluded with 
the enemy • the one, to restore the exhaustedi 
strength of the army by every possible reinfofce^. 
m^ntfZnd to prepare for a vigorous jt^iewal of the^ 
wai::; and the other^ because Austria had ;se«' 
cretly given Russia and Prussia to understand^ 
that such a period of time was necessary tacom*-* 
plete her armaments* r 

la this war undertaken against Franct^ these 
were some events on which the Allied ought^ to' 
have solely depended, and by which alone they 
could be placed in a situation to stand on an equal 
footing with the preponderating power of Napo«^ 
leon. . Thi^ Allies were either to rely on a general' 
insurrecticm in Germany, the disallegiance c^ th^ 
t^onfedetation of the Rhine^ on partial revolts in 
the north of Germany, Tyrol, and Italy j or they 
xnuSt,l(9ok to thQ /coalition of Austria as admtttihg^ 
no doubt. By a continuation of tlie walr, oias of 
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tllCKfe f&t«utftbl)ft e^tots, if accnttmg to /Its fiitt 
esfcttotj iMduld yiield sti^h an acceiisicm of stmflgfh, 
that th* posstbiHty of success might be confi* 
deutVy cberished. 

Hoptes were, at that time, tiot eniirrfy gimen tip^ 
that the narAern powers, Sweden and Denmark^ 
mtght enter the league ; and, indeed, Sweden had 
already expressed herself in rery une^ui^otai 
terms. 

Certainty being unknown in the political' world; 
the Allies were constrained to tranquillk^ theiii-^ 
selrtit with a greater or less degree of probability; 
that stach events could be brought abdut. But 
the sequel has proved that their calculations were? 
free from error. Austria did declaie against 
France; and the conqueror, in the zenith* of llif 
power, soon found himself deceived in the tinfefl^ 
ing ^effects of bis imaginary and vain-glorrouf • 
omnipotence. 

What man amongst the Allies could liave hoped, 
in vDeeetnbef 1»19, that, in June 1813. Russia, 
Prosijki, and Austria, would stand on the banks 
of the Oder and the Elbe, with a power both formi* 
dable* and superior; forcing* Buonaparte to sub- 
scribe to other laws than those of 4i¥S over^ruling^ 
wtit -aad imperious commands? Who bad n6^t 
thought, on being told that Napoleon, in srjt 
months, would again have an army of several 
hundred diousand men in Germany, have fought 
the Allies with an overmatch iil numbers, in two 
pitched battles, that the consequences must inevi- 
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tably have been^ a general despondency prevailing 
amongst the Allies, a retreat far into Poland, end- 
ang in their total destruction, and Austria silenced 
for ever ? 

It is with unceasing gratitude towards Dirtne 
Providence, the Allies have to acknowledge that 
their hopes were more than realized. With what 
a sense of immeasurable benefits conferred, ought 
they not to be grateful, that the Emperor Alexan- 
der, trusting to Prussia and Austria, boldly pursued 
the enemy to the Oder; and towards the Monarch 
of our illustrious hero, who, unshaken by misfor- 
tune, and unbiassed by the voices of desponding 
cavillers, flew to arms, threw off the disgraceful 
yoke, to protect the honour and independence of 
the Prussiaa nation : towards the Emperor of 
Austria, who, disregarding the extorted tie of 
affinity, fearlessly declared himself as champion 
for the emancipation of Germany, and the liber-^ 
ties of Prussia ! 

During the period of the armistice, the efforts 
of the Confederates were particularly directed to^ 
the following objects : 

1. The necessary reserves and reinforcementfl 
for the Russian *army were accelerated on their 
marci to join; an^ an army of reserve was orga- 
nized in Poland of at least 100,000 men. 

S. The regiments in ttie Prussian army were 
completed, and measures adopted for supplying 
the dep6ts promptly with recruits* 
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: *. The prdctirittgoF arms and ammunition from 
fogUnd tmd Austria. 

'^.Tlie preparation of all Aiiids of accoutre- 
ments. 
- ^J^ To aftn, fofrtr, an**sciplitae the militia. 

-€. "Bo^ pfoywioii, arm^ and repair the fortresses, 
particnteriy Schweidhitz; 

MT. To ttirow up the nec^ssaiy tfetes de poht cfii 
tiie^Oder. 

iftr^'fhe procuring and trolfecting of provisions 
fcfilto^army during the^ next campaigfi. 

:UD*i the other htnd, Napoleon did n6t relax in 
mcKSMtfg his means of r^sistanc&in the same pro- 
portiMA^/ All the troops he could possibly form 
duriog the period of the armistice, were put in 
aareii. To fix ^the exact number of combatants, 
with'WWch he 'took the field, is rather difl[iculi 
Whatwe kno\^a# certain is, tliat he drew no afhiy 
froiD Spain, but oiily drafted veterans and subal- 
terns to organize the new battalions of conscripts 
in Fftsoci The troops that ^rraved from France 
and' Italy, in* Gerttiany, in the month of April, 
were calculated at 100,000 men, and in the month 
of/tMiarcb, at60,00(^; atid if we, upon-an average, 
suppose thai Napol«on formed, in the last three 
nidipiths, • the sawsi/t aiulAbcdr of troops as* in the 
four months previously to the^ jermtstice, namely, 
iea>000 men ; by adding the army of 60,000 men 
still on the Elbe, tbi^wh^l& amount would then be 
380,000 Aien ; ^ikZ«k.4hidlii^f« a to deduct^ M 

L 
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leaAt, 50,000 mcii for his losses in the battles of 
Liitzen and Bautzen, and all tlie ortlter bloody en- 
counters, and byjilckness and desertion. To this, 
also, must be superadded the Danish and confis* 
derate troops 70,000 aien, antl the aggregatig num- 
ber will bd 400,000. The writer is, however, 
convinced that this is over-rated by about 50,000 
men ; for, according to all subsequent accounts 
which have been collected, the sum total of 
3i0,000 men seems the nearest to truth, afid to ex- 
clude the reproach Qf any palpable exaggtibtiott. 
Here we have to observe, that these SiOjOOO'^men 
found a considerable counterpoise id the txMDh 
ibtned powers 6f tlie allied army : abd when. we 
reflect that an army of only 80,000 Allies braiYfily 
stood their ground against 180,000 French, iu two 
.battles, without suffe^ring a. defeat^ obliged the 
^nemy to continue his operations wijc;h uni^uail 
.|>rdcaution, and at last made him eai^r to ccnieltide 
an armidtiee, ao doubt could be entertained of . a 
favQiii'able tsdue to the approaohin^ campa^n. If 
the Allies had in f>art failed, the^iluremighb'fas 
^ittributed to tbe want of a sufficient physicai 
force; bvitj oaa renewal ol: warfare, they had now 
to contend with an acmy formed of heterogeneous 
troops — their opponent, with an armed nation,: 
.there could be no. reason to doubt whetherimiy 
.force, inight ensure jiuccess^ as the conditioix xrf 
the AUito could not bei accounted desperate ; Gerr 
tuaoia^. .sousl bftd mitiker . h^ . tlteir . fourag^. xm 



Digitized 



by Google 



PIELD-MAiSlSHAL taiKC£ BLUCHEB. ^147 

their hopes, ^md cquld look fprw&rd \fht^ ^confi* 
deace to stiU mpiTe glorious and greater ^^^ertioqs 
than those already made- If, with all thie diffi.cjri- 
ti0s and disadvantages under \ehich: Russia and 
.Prussia labopred at the onset apd comiueucedoiej^t of 
the former campaign, they achieved a pertain degpee 
•of success in. repelling the eneniy, might they not 
entertain ^uch better hopes, from theisaueof a 
second, wdth a whole nation' in a state of military 
organizMiou? In war^ no onp can ensure success 
and victgry; but here, .with the- preconcerted re- 
9istan<^e of a brave, powerful, etithusiastic, and 
well-disciplined army, the highest probability was 
cert^nly on their side. . -' 

Of all the.alUed powers^ Prussia appeals to have 
made the greatest exertions, in pFoporHontp her 
extent pf territ^i^y a^d c^^piparative populatitin* 
.The active afmy was completed during. the arml- 
sti^. to its fullr numbers, and jthj) most provide(i|t 
afid wise jneasures were, adopts to fill up its losses 
in th$ ej^}>e<;tied canipaign with promptitude. It was 
jdiyid04 iotp four principal corps; at^d^oqf hero, the 
Veteran General pf the cavalyy, was appointed 
;C!oiii)n)aQ^er'-in-cbie£ >The- first corps ivaa coaj- 
n^^pd^ by liieuteixant-genqral YOU Yorkj/it.ooa- 
^i*ted rof foar brigades /yf infantry, one brigade 
of cavailry, and a due .proportion of c^rtillery v its 
fysQ^ inay be coippwted at 3.8,0(X) men^ The se- 
cond corps was headed by Lieutenantr^eeraj ya^ 
Kleist, of yearly the same strength. The third 
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corjvs was under the command of Lieutenant«g€* 
Beral von Biilow ; and the fourth, of Lieutenant- 
general Count Tauenzien. The efficient strength 
of the whole Prussian forces in the field, at this 
period, a few days previous to the 10th of Au* 
gust 1815, may be calculated at nearly 150,000 
regular troops. The militia counted i 70,000 men 
in its ranks ; and the levy en masse presented a 
very formidable body for defensive operations. 
General von Bliicher fiow took the immediate 
command of the Prussian army in Upper Silesia, 
posted on the lines of demarcation as already men- 
tioned. 

Soon after the conclusion of the armistice, the 
French army went into morp extended canton- 
ments. A part of the young guards, and the Sd, 
9d, 5thy ^th, and llth corps d'krm^, remained 
in Silesia, in the neighbourhood of Liegnitz, Gold* 
berg, Bunzlau, Lowenberg, Glogau, and Gininberg. 

The following cKsppsitions were made with the 
allied army of Russians and Prussians in Upper 
Silesia, The Prus^sians were composed of the first 
corps. Under the command of General von York, 
and the Russians, of two strong corps, under the 
command of General Count von Langeron^ «nd 
General Baron von Sacken. General voa CmekKf- 
nau was appointed Quarter-master-|;^neral of the 
Staff to this army, which now consisted of d&elit 
70^000 mw* 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Denunciation of the Armistice — Opening of the Cam- 
paign — Bluchers Victory on the Katzbach. 

The armistice was denounced on the 10th of Au- 
gust. According to the convention of tlie 4th of 
Jiine, hostilities werieto commence on the 17th of 
August : but, as the enemy had repeatedly violated 
the neutral territory by imposing and enforcing 
requisitions of every kind, and had so basely sur* 
prised the corps of Lutzow* at the commencement 



* MajiMr yon I^utoow's free corps, known bj the name of the 
Sable Knights, oit Corps of Vengeance (their uniform beiiig 
U4ck)» was composed of some of the most exalted character*' 
in Germany. Young men of the first-rate talents, of the most 
noble families, whose, grand Tiews of national liber^, of the 
pcivileges of ^sens, . and the. birthri^ts of men, had absorb* 
ad atl n^ioor j^oD$ider«tion% served as volunteers in its ranks* Hit 
Majesty the King of Prussia gave permission for its ^rmation 
in the month of February 1813* Theodore Komer, by birth a 
Saxon, a promising young poet, whose works are read with de« 
light ; Mr. G^ohen» son of the most famous typographer in Ger* 
maay ; Mr. Jahn; Mr* Humboldt ; the Prince of Karolath, and 
a long list of gallant youths* eminently distinguished themselves. 
Their rapid marches in the rear of the French grand army, and 
the war of posts and skirmishes whiph they carried on so st|c« 
cessfully, prior to the armistice, made them the terror of all 
Frenct^ stragj^lers and detacliments. But^ above all, their he* 

J. 3 



Digitized 



by Google 



IfO CAMPAIGNS OP 

of the armistice, General von Bliicher, by way of 
reprisal, advanced with his army into the neutral 



roic example fanned and lighted up a flame of chiyalrous en-r 
thusiasm, caused an extraordinary fi^rmentation to be excite4 
throughout Germania's plains, and thus materially aided the 
good cause. Their ultimate fate cagts an odium on the honour 
and character of the Duke of Padua» which may place him ou 
ff footing with d*Ayoust and Vandamme, if not with the perpe? 
tflitor of the massacre at Jaffa* 

' The intelligence of the armistice reached the Corps on the 
9th of June, near Hoff; and the official annunciation on the 
I4th, at Plauen, where they had halted, was delivered to Ma- 
jor Liitzow by Captain Monbe, a Saxon officer, who, at th6 
same time, presented Captain yon Jensewits as the Saltan 
officer appointed by the commanding officer of the district tQ 
conduct the corps to the frontiers. The French General com* 
manding at Gera invited Major von Liitzow, and several other 
officers <)€ the corpsi to foaer, and received them in the most 
hospitablo and friendly manner. • On th^ fbUowin|^ morning Ae 
oorps continued itsmardi to Zeits; «id, having retfched tlie 
fillage of Kitzen, betwieen Pegau and Liitsen, a body of the 
enemy's troops .was observed on the advance towards them ; 
arid toon after Majto von Becked, with afli^ of truce, apfiieared, 
and anoounced to the corps that it wds the Duke of Pii;dtui'e 
express order (who. then commanded inLeipsic), that the corps 
should not .proceed on its march until Frendi offlce^r? had ar-f 
nted to accompany it &rther. * ^The Major itistaiitly consented; 
an^ soon after another flag of fruee appeared, and desired the 
Major to proceed with htm tp General Fournier, commandiaig 
thecolunm in advance. The Major complied, and imme^atriy 
pit the question to the Generd, If it were his^ imention to act 
on the offensive ? which was airswered in the negative ; adding^ 
As long as the corps proceeded quietly on its march to the 

frontiers* , ^ 

Major 
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gMund >pn the 14th/ reached Breslaw the same 
day^ and inarched towards the Katzbaqh on the 
15th and l6th, fixed his head quarters at Jauer on 
the 17th, and employed that day in reconnoitring 
the enemy's position on the Katzbach, with the 
view of attacking him on die 18th; ibr which 
every preparation! was made by the Conunander* 
innrhief; but the enemy left the heights^ on whioh 



Major von Lutzow then issued an express order, ** That the 
corps was to refrain from every hostile act towards the enemy's 
squadrons, en pain of death.'' The enemy's horse now drew* 
Op close in their rear^ fbrming two. sides of a square, and io 
this state the milrch began. }t waS; near nine in tJie eveniifig | 
numbers were singing popular phorusses, and each pursuing his 
way unsuspicious of treachery, and without a presentiment of 
danger, when, suddenly, they were furiously charged by the 
French in their rear, and all those, the 'fleetness of whose 
lyerseS'cUd not favour their, escape, Iwere murdered in cold bloody 
or taken prisoners. A ftw files that bad 'time to form, and 
Bcoroing tQ surrender, sold their lives dearly ; but the whole 
corps was dispersed on all sides, and only Major, von Liitzow, 
with some braye companions, happily cut their way through the 
treacherous French, and reached the Elbe.- The Duke of 
Fadua sendisn officer to. do away all suspicion, td loll them into 
security; commands them to halt uptilanrOfficer of safe con- 
duct has arrived i the officer does arrive, and they fall as victims 
of the foqiest treachery, the ipost diabolical perfidy. to be met 
with in military annals. 

- This is an inecaac^ amoDgst innumerable others that could 
betaddi^ifiedi tbat tome of the Satraps of Napoleon* trampled ofei 
the. n^ost fsacred pledges, without blushiifig and without remorse^ 
whenever a favourite objectj ^f their revengeful| bloodtbirstjr 
Si4^n w&s to fee attaioed, t . ^ 
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they were strotigly posted, during the nighty and 
evacuated LiegBitz aud Goldberg, which Wece im* 
mediately occupied by General Barou von Sackeo, 
after a trifling affair, not far fropa the latter. place^ 
whereby the enemy lost 6 officers and «00 pri- 
s^oners. The rest of the army pursued General 
Lauriston on the road to Goldberg, towards Low- 
etxberg and Bunzlau; and General von Blttcher 
established his head-quarters at Goldberg. Gene-^ 
ral Kaisaroff had pushed on his corps at the same 
time tP tahn, where he was warmly attacked by 
% French brigade under General ^ucchi, from the 
corps of Marshal Macdqnald ; but he vigocousl^ 
repulsed the ^nemy, and took from him 160 pri-? 
joners, 

At this period the positions of the §ey?ral <?Qmn 
bined and confederate armies were as follows ; 

The united army of Russians and Prussians, 
under the command of General Barclay de Tolly, 
consisting of General Wittgenstein's corps of Rus- 
sians, General yon JCkrst's corps of Prussians,^ 
together with the Prussian. and Russian reserves 
ui|der the Grand Prince Constantin and Count 
Miloradowitsch, about 80,000 men strong, passed 
the Bohemiaxi frontiers on thp 12th of August (on 
which day Austria declared war against Fr^pce), 
forined a junction with the Imperialists qn the 
iltth; and Fi^ld-marshal Prince Schwartwribergf 
then took the command in chief. General Count 
Radetzky being appointed Quarter- master-general| 
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Tbis grand army I whoye efficient numbers in the 
field may be calculated at 180^000 men, took up i| 
positioa on the Saxon border,: the head-quarters 
being at Prague^ at which place the Emperor of 
Russia and the King of Prussia bad arrived on the 
18th, and were there met by General Moreau, who 
was immediately appointed Gei^eral Adjutant to 
the Binperor of Russiat 

. The Swedish army of the Crown Prince of Swe- 
den, strengthened by the Russian corps of Gene^ 
fals Winzingerode, von Woronzow, and von Czer- 
nische^, an English Hanoverian corps under 
Genjefs^;- Walmod^n, and a Prussian corps under 
Qen^jfi^l von Biilow, were posted in thp Mark, the 
I^RQ^ i^a^ving his head-quarters at Charlottei^burg, 
and -fcom which he addressed a proclamatio^ tQ 
1^ ti^dpjb full of fire and energy. 
.-TJie Pfusiiat} army under General yon Tauen<- 
^reii,'was';po$tpd so as to act in conjqnction wiUi 
G^i^ral Vpn Bliicher, of the Crown Prinpe of 
S,weden,t ^s circumstai^ces might render necessary, 
the. ][iead- quarters being at Munchenburg. 

Napoleon occppied offensive positions at aU 
points; against thiese corps d arm6e ; he threatened 
Berlin) Bre^l^w, and Prague, and moyecl from, 
Dresden, as from the centre of a circle, on all 
sides of him, {lis grand army qf 150,000 men, 
under Marshals Ney and Macdonald, and Generals 
Sebastiani and Lauriston, made front towards 3ile- 
lis^Y M^rs})al 0^dinQt meo^cfd tl^e M^i'K witH 
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90,000 men ; a reserve of 60,000 men was in can- 
t6Dments ' between Bautzen and Lowenberg; se* 
veral corps of observation were stationed towards 
Bohemia; and his right wing was formed by 
d'Avoust, with 50,000 men. 
' It was the judiciously concerted plan of the 
Allies, that, if the Silesian army was attacked by 
a superior, overwhelming force, it should retreat, 
fighting, from one strong position to another; and 
jn this manner, by drawing the principal force of 
the French after it, unavoidably lengthen, and at 
the same time weaken. Napoleon's line of opera-^ 
tlons ; and thus enable the grand Bohemian army 
to reap important and incalculable advantages, 
when attempting to advance rapidly out of Bohe-f 
ihia upon Dresden, 

On the 19th the Silesian army continued its of^ 
ftnsive movements. The corps of General Lan- 
geron crossed the Bober ^t the village of Zobteri, 
and took the village of Siebeneichen, where a di* 
vision of Macdotiald's corps attempted to defend 
the passage. The advauced-gqard of the Russians, 
under General Rudczewitz, encountered a column 
qf the enemy on their retreat from Lahn, took ^ 
battery, a number of prisoners, the whole of Mar* 
shal Macdonald's field-equipage, and the military 
phest of the paymaster-general. This daring en-» 
terprise was hardly executed, when the enemy fell 
ppon the General with great force; but hav-c 
ing' forjned his adyfinced-guard itrtQ ft «Quaf<3 
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phalanx, and placed his rich booty In the itiid$V 
be forced his way at the point of the bayonel^ 
through the opposing files of the enemy, an4 
reached his eorps in safety. General von York, 
at the head of his corps, had taken the directrot( 
of Lqwettberg, where he found the heights in 
front of the town already occupied by the ad van* 
ced-guard of L,auriston*s corps : General von York 
ordered his up to the attack, and drove the cne- 
my'^ over the Bober with inconsiderable loss, 
paring this affair, it was reported to General von 
Blilcher, who was present, that Marshal Ney, with 
the cavalry of General Sebastiani, was on the 
inarch from Haynau to Lowenberg, mtjnacing the 
flank and rear of the Piiissian army. Upon this, 
General von Blixcher dispatched Prince Charles 
of Mecklenburg, with a brigade, to stop the pro- 
gress of the enemy ; but finding himself too weak 
to withstand his repeated attacks, be demanded 
support, which General von York complied with^ 
and the Prince succeeded in keeping Marshal Ney 
in checkj $o as to enable our veteran General t* 
follow up his advantages at Lawenberg, Marshal 
Ney halted at Groditz-Berg, in a woody, inter- 
sected terrain ; and General von York drew up his 
forcps opposite to him, at the distance of a can- 
non-shot, while the General-in-chief directed the 
march of the other columns thither, with the in- 
tentioti of attacking the enemy the next morning, 
peneral yon Sacken had marched, on the same 
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4fty» towlirdft Bunzlau, in pursuit of theenttny, 
Vfho had evacuated^ in great haste, both Liegnitz 
and Haynau* . It was the 6th corps, under Mar^ 
shal MarmQQt ; but the advanced-guard of Ge« 
Befal von Sacken's corps succeeded in bringing 
bvm to action at the. village of Kreibau, behind 
Haynau. He then took up a position on the hills 
of Kai$erswalde, to the left of the high road to* 
wards Bautzen. After an obstinate engagement, 
which cost the enemy a great number of men, he 
iv'as obliged to relinquish his strong position, and 
fi6treat on the road to Bunzlau. On his march, 
General Nevarofsky £ell on his right flank, kept 
up a heavy cannonade and galling fire of mu^-^^ 
ketry, and pursuing with "the cavalry to the vil» 
Jage of Ober-Thomaswaldau, night alone put an 
epd to the sanguinary combat. The corps of Ge» 
neral von Sacken bivouacked between Wolfshain 
?nd ThomaswaldaMt 

After reconnoitripg the position of Marshal 
MarmoDt, General von Sacken caused him to be 
attacked on the morning of the gOth, and forced 
him to abandon Thomaswaldau, and to pursue his 
march to ^uiizlau, under a continual succession of 
severe engagements and charges. The enemy 
being driven oqt of the intrenchments they had 
thrown up near this pja^e by assault, and having 
blown up his magazines and broken down the 
bridges, the town was occupied by the troops uui 
der Gepera} Count tievePt Marshal N.^y*s porpj^ 
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and tbe cavalry under General Sebastian!, had 
made good their retreat through Bunzlau in tbe 
night between the J 9th and 2Qth; General voa 
Bliicher was, therefore, spared the necessity of atr 
tacking htm, as the French had entirely abandoned 
tbe right bank of the Bober on the SOth August, 
But, on this day, NapQieon, by forced marches^ 
had reached Lauban with his guards and the corps 
of cavalry under General Latour-Maubourg, and 
hastened to make the necessary dispositions that his 
retreating army might act again on the offensive. 
He arrived at Lowenberg by break of day on the 
•£lst, at the critical moment when the Silesian 
army was on the point of crossing the Boben Na- 
poleon, lost no time in throwing bridges over that 
river; and General Lauriston repassed itat noon 
at the head of the 5th corps, the rest of his army 
following. This sudden return of the enemy's co- 
lumns, and the great force they displayed, did not 
escape the penetration and foresight of our veteran 
General, who rightly judged that the enemy, being 
reinforct^d, was determined on giving battle; but 
-to avoid doing so was absolutely necessary from 
various circumstances; and he therefore concen- 
trated hfs gallant army on the Grodits-Berg^ 
daring which his advanced*guard seized every ad- 
vantage which the nature of the ground permitted, 
to obstruct tbe progress of the en^my^ and keep 
iiim in check. 
At noon, on the 2£d, the Silesian ^my. W9s 
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;drawh up iA order of battle between Abelsdorf 
und Pilgramsdorf. The French threw themselves 
en its left wiag, which General von Blucher drew 
4iack behind Goldberg) placing, his army in posl- 
iion^ with the Katzbach in front, and his left Wing 
.extending to Liegnitz. On the 23d the French 
.tttadked Goldberg with the 5th and Uth corps : 
the advanced-guards of General Count Langeron 
jmd von York defended the town and the heights 
:with the greatest bravery. General Lauriston, who 
liad the command of the French troops, took Wolfs- 
jierg, defended only by small detachments, and de* 
.bouched with columns of infantry, but was repulsed 
wiihli^vy loss, three several times, during which the 
:PfQssian cavalry made many brilliant charges With 
igreat success. The Prince of Mecklenburg, who 
fought the enemy on the left bank of theKatz- 
bach, had to sustain the most violent and impe« 
tuous attacks ; the great superiority of the French 
Artillery had dismounted a part of hi^ guns and 
thinned the ranks of his columns, while tv/entyh 
four squadrons of French horse, profiting by the 
favourable moment, made a grand charge, took, a 
battery, and surrounded two battalions. Some 
squadrons of Prussian cavalry, and the regiment 
of Mecklenburg Hussars, threw themselves, at this 
moment, with indescribable fury, on the en^ny'ns 
f!avalry, broke their first line, forced the second 
upon the third, retook the guns, and released the 
4»attalions which had been taken prisoners. On 

3 - 
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this memorable oceasion, the gaHatit Prince oi 
Meckleaburg seized ^ Prussian standard, rallied 
some ,batbilions that were giying way, put himself 
at their head, and led them on agam into actioi|« 
This was one of the hott;iest affairs of the wliolp 
csampaigp. Some of th$ battalions ^f the Site^n 
militia highly distinguished themselves, and coCr 
cited tlie admiration of the tetcirans of the anojjr. 
General von Bliicher learnt, from the prisoiiem 
that ^^re made, that Napoleon was in the field 
with the flower of the French army ; and at the 
same time General von Sacken, who commanded 
the right wing at Liegnit^, reported,, that, the 
French, in considerable force (the third and sixth 
eorp^), we^e on the advance against him. Tlie 
Bohemian army would, in all probability, advaiuie 
on this day, two days' march into Saxony.; it ivas 
possible also» that the Crowb Prince of Swedi»i9 
with the northern army, would be in Lower Lu- 
s^tia; General von Bliicher therefore heW it 
more advisable to draw off the French jhtmy^^^t^ 
tber from the Elbe, so as to p^revent NapoteMi 
froia findiQg time to unite his scattered foroeii.to 
4 converging p^int He accdrdiugly. issued op^ 
de]:s.to break ..off the combat, judging the. coute^ 
Kl . longer .equal,, and to retreat towards Janil. 
Jhc^ Iqs^ of the Silesidn army, during the whole of 
(he engagements, from the S 1st .to the .il3di 
jHjiounted to 300Q men.; but that of tlie French 
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mu^t have bifenfar more consiclerftblei as tlie 
vantage-ground was favourable for the allied arms. 

Napoleon, on the first intelligience of the pro- 
gress of the Bohemian army towards Saxony, soon 
perceived hovr necessary bis presence must be on 
the Elbe; and scarcely had ^ his guards arrived in 
Silesia, on the 22d| before they were ordered to 
trace their steps back again to Dresden. He fol- 
lowed them on the SSd, accompanied by Marshal 
Ney, leaving Marshal Macdonald commander-in- 
chief of the third, fifth, and eleventh corps. 
Marshal Marmont's corps, and the cavalry under 
Geperal Latour-Maubourg, likewise began their re- 
trograde march to Dresden. On the 23d, General 
Souham took the command of the third corps, 
during Marshal Nev's abience. 

Nothing of importance occurred to Bliicher's 
army on the 24th ; the French were posted on the 
Katzbach, and the Allies at Jauer. On the f5th, 
the advanced-guard of the latter made a movement 
forwards, and the light cavalry of Sacken's corps 
pursued the third corps to the environs of Haynau, 
when the latter faced about, and again moved to- 
wards the Katzbach. Upon this, General von Blii« 
cher marched the corps of General von Sacken to 
Malitsch, that of von York to Jauer, and directed 
the corps, of Lahgeron to take up their ground on 
the fine positioti of Hennersdorf. The fifth French 
corps stood in the position of Goldberg, having its 
advanced*guard at Prausnitz ; the eleventh corps 
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behind Goldberg; and the third corps near Roth* 
kirch, with a division posted at Liegnitz. These 
corps were, however, separated in part by the Katzr 
bach and Neisse, which, owing to the heavy rains^ 
had overflowed their banks, and become ragihg tor* 
rents. The Prussians* having concentrated them* 
selves near Jau^r, could either advance on the 
enemy, or take up an impregnable position on the 
mountains, in the rear ; but General von Bliicher, 
-with his usual penetration^ quickly perceiving that 
the main spring of action, Napoleon himself, was 
not in the field, and satisfied that tlie counter- 
march of such numerous bodies could not but be 
known to him, with a promptness of decision so 
marked in all his resolves, determined to improve 
the opportunity, and made dispositions for a ge- 
neral attack ori the enemy, at two o'clock p. m. on 
the 26th August. The three corps d'arm^e were to 
pass the Katzbach, between Goldberg and Lieg- 
nitz ; those of von York and von Sacken to attack 
the third French corps with the utmost rapidity/ 
during which the corps of Langeron was to cover 
the rear of both, towards Goldberg. The corps 
of General von York, having reached thejieights 
of Brechtelshof, reported to the Commander-in- 
chief, that the enemy was already on the advance, 
and had driven in the out-posts; and particularly, 
that General Langeron was briskly attacked. 
Upon this, General von Bliicher halted his co- 
lumns, and drew them up again in ambuscade. 

u 
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A most tremendous and continual rain *, aiid 
lowering sky, had so darkened tke atmosphere^ 
that every movement was rendered very difficult 
and any kind of reconnoitring almost imposr 
sible. To the left of the village of Eicb-holar^ 
some commanding ground* became the key of 
the whole position (see Plan of the Battk ^n tp§ 
KatzbachX and General von Sackeni was ordered 
to line it with his artillery, which was done with 
his usual promptitude . and celerity; a Prussiap 
battery, of twelve-pounders, strengthened his lefl^ 
and their brisk and well-directed fire forced tb^ 
enemy, in despite of himself, to deploy his cor 
lumns slowly and disadvantageously, between 



* As thi9 memorable battle has been the peculiar boast of 
the Prussians^ the greatest security to the province of Silesia, 
and the first check the ambitious power of Kapoleon experienced 
on the plains of Germany, a detailed account of the occurrences 
that marked and preceded the gloiy of the day may not be un^ 
acceptable to the reader. 

For several days previous to the battle, the confederate array 
had to struggle with uncKMOcimon difficulties. An incessant rain 
had inundated, in a great measure, the face of the country. 
Their marches were nothing but a continual wading, up to theit 
knees, through innumerable rivulets, that, swollen by the raiD% 
rolled like torrents from the mountains. Each bivouack^ a( 
nighty was taken up on ground ancle-deep in ipud and mire» the 
rain falling without any intermission. Their supplies of provi- 
sions could not be brought up, and the army suffered priva* 
tions with an heroic fortitude, and calm determined resignation^ 
that form the brightest gems in their crown of victo^* 
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Weinberg and Eich-hob. Thiswas the moment 
intended by our bold veteran for the general s^t^ 
tack*. The advanced-guard, and von Horn^ 
brigade, fell on the right wing of the French, at 
Weinberg; the Prince of Mecklenburg's brigade 
followed in support, that of von Hiinerb^iu co» 
vered the left flank against L^iuriston, and the 
brigade of Steinmet?, together with the cavalry, 
formed the reserve. General. von Sacken caused 
his advanced-guard to take post to the left of the 
village of Eicb-holz, and two regiments of Rus- 
sian riilemen occupied the village, supported by 
two others. Lieutenant-general Nevarofsky 



♦ The eyes of all Europe were, at this time, on the conduct of 
-RVaokBT^ and his able defence of Silesia has justly exalted him 
to a .most elevated place in the.militai^ aniials of the present 
4ay. Collected within himself, he in no instance hazarded the 
event of a battle by premature experiments on the enemy, but 
deliberately observed their approaches, and seia;ed the import- 
mnt moment to make his attacks t bi$ cool and temperate de- 
meanour maintained that confidenoe with which he had inspirM 
his tfoopsy and his unaffected eloquence, when addressing them, 
did but increase their veneration. The catinonA^e had begun, 
the infantry were in column, when 0ur veteran General rode 
4^wa the linesy and stopping at intervids, harangued the ttopps 
in nearly the following words : 

<* My brave lads ;' this dfty decides ! Prove to yont l^)ng and 
to your country, that your courage is eqiial 16 your fidelity, 
t*rove it, I say, nt the point of your bayonets. Look yonder, 
(here's the enemy, March, show yourselves as gallant PruSt 
^lans."* Reiterated huzzas, and pries of " The King for everf 
te|99nc(^ from <dl sides, with bursu of enthusiasnif ' ' 
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formed the first line, and General Count Lfe- 
ven the second line of the advauced^guard. There 
being an evident possibility of turning the left 
flank of the enemy, General von Sacken ordered 
Major-general von Lanskoy with the cavalry, 
General Karpoff with the Cossacks, and General 
Was«iltschikoff with the Achkirsch hussars, to 
leave Eich-holz to their left, and to attempt to 
fall on the enemy's left flank. In this position 
the attack began. General Lanskoy took the 
French in flank, and General Wassiltschikoff, 
supported by the Prussian cavalry, attacked them 
in front; Lieutenant-general Nevarofsky support 
.ed these fierce cliarges with the whole of his in** 
fan try, followed by General Lieven, who advanced 
into the first line. With an impetuosity snxd a 
defiance of danger that baflles all description, as 
if animated by one soul, and impelled by one 
spring of action, the whole line of battle now 
precipitated itself on the enenjy *. The incessant 



** It was the second battalion of the Brandenburg regunent 
ef infantry, that formed the head of the column which made 
the first onset. Cool, steady,- and compact, the battalion ad- 
vanced to storm three batteries, protected by two squares of 
infantry of the enemy s centre. The cannon-balls plunged 
into the ranks, niOMring down whole files. The Prussian column, 
silent as death, moved on unshaken. A galling fire of grape-' 
shot now thinned their ranks. No one looked either to the 
right or left, and shouts of ** Forwards! forwards!" stifled the, 
cries of the-wounded and the dying. Whole sections fell, and 
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rjsrin, pouring Sown in toiTents the whole day, had 
rendered fire-arms useless; not a musket would 
go off, when, with loud shouts and reiterated 
huzzas, *a conflict with the bayonet took place, 
the most sanguinary, desperate, and destructive 
that is to be met with in the history of battle^t^ 
Whole colnmns of Frenchmen were in a few mi- 
nutes overpowered by the physical enthusiastic 
strength of the Allies, and suddenly transformed 
into frightful heap9 of wounded, dead, an4 
dying; not a soul escaped; no one thought of 
taking prisoners ; "Forwards! forwards! Gppnl 
go on r were the watch-words, and Death stalked 
in hideous majesty before the impenetrable fii^s of 
the Prussians ^nd Russjatis; from the gleams of 
whose bayonets their appalled enemies shrunk 
aghast with horror ^ud ponfu^ion. The Prussia^ 



the dauntless survivors did but press on the more vehemently 
tp use the baj^onet. Closing with the enemy, a dreadful pause, 
of irresolute suspense seemed tq intervene, wl)en, as the officers 
touted, ** Down upon them ! down upon them !" a furious 
murderous charge with the bayonet ensued. In ^e heat of the 
attack no quarter was given, and scarcely ten minutes elapsed 
before the enemy's phalanx was transformed into a pyramid of 
ghastly corpses. The other square, shuddering at the fkte of 
their advance, broke, and topk to their heels. The tumult and 
confusion in the French centre were so great, that two regi« 
m^ts of French horse, which advanced at full gallop to cover 
the fugitives, passed the Prussian column at this moment, mis^r 
faking them for tlieic comrades. 
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ckvalry charged at intervals, in single squadrons^ 
and took geveral pieces of artillety. 

On the left wing, General Langeton had to 
sustaiti the most furious attacks ; twice did Gene- 
rtil Lauriston succeed in carrying the heights of 
the Russian position, and twice was he drivcii 
from them, at the point of the bayonet. French 
iftipetuosity here found its ovei^match in the ada*' 
inantine steadiness of Russian bravery and dev6* 
titth; Marshal Macdoliald^s efforts were at last in 
vain} the French could no longer withstand tlie 
di5t*rmined resolution of the Allies; he attempted/ 
as a forlorn hope, a grand charge of cavalry, but 
this was repulsed withiievere loss, and be was obliged 
to i^linquish the field of battle, leaving a great part 
i6f his artillery behind him, and seek his safety, 
and that of his routed army, across the foaming 
torrents of the Katzbach and the Neisse, which, 
swollen as they were by unceasing rains, could 
irtot be done but with great danger and difficulty* 
They were hefe pressed hard by the Allies, and 
driven down the steep precipices of their banks 
into the raging floods beneath*! This decisive 



* Who shqin venture to descf ibe the extatick feelings arising 
Qroil^ the conseiou^A^s of having gained a signal victory over 
an implacable fbe^ Veterans, soldiers by pri^essipn, gratify 
their passion for hononr on cruch an occasion* It is honour 
they se^ it is honour they gain : bat the heart of the patriojt;^ 
when taking the field to save that country so dour to him^ to 
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I battle, by which the gigantic plans of Napoleon 
received a fresh check, and the foundation was 
laid for the emancipation of Germany, and the 
peace of Europe, commenced about three o'clock' 
p. M. lasted till night was far advanced, and ended 
on the Katzbach. In the night, when all firing 
and pursuit bad ceased, an enemy's reserve, with 
sixteen pieces of cannon, advanced on the road 
from Liegnitz, with the intention of harassing the 
iright wing, to draw off its attention, and thus 
enaJble the discomfited army to retreat unmo- 
lested; but it was warmly received by the Gene- 
rals von Lifcven and Nevarofsky> and quickly re- 
pulsed with heavy loss; after which attack this 
hard -fought contest ceased entirely. Sixteen! 
pieces of artillery were captured, sword in haiid, by 
tlie conquerors ; but there was no possibility, on 
this day, to ascertain the exact number of guns 
and prisoners taken ; among the latter was, how- 
^ " ■ " ■ ' ' ■ ■ - »..--. 

preserve the glory of that King so beloved and adored, over- 
ftows with an excess of rapturous delight, an indescrihable 
charm, that beggars all description : such, howeyer, was the 
feeling tl^at pervaded th« Prussian army on the eve of this day. 
Hach column, each company, was eager (like children with thej^ 
play«-things) to show their comrades the prisoners they had 
taken, the trophies they could boast of. Blucher listened tq 
the tales each had to relate with the indulgence of paternal par-* . 
tiality : *< Well, my lads," he would say, ** the French will 
thmk of us ; they '11 remember our bayonetS| I warrant them.' ' 
— " Hear me, father Bliipher," the soldiers would answer ; 
♦f This day is a day of days; if we go on so^ who 's afraic|?'* 

m4 
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ever, the French General van dcr Suden. The 
loss of the combined army was by no means con- 
siderable. On the 27th, the advanced-guard of 
General Count von Langeron attacked the corps 
of Lauriston, retreating towards Goldberg. Gene- 
ral Kapezewitz cansed the Generab PartschouKd- 
seiT and DenischefF to attack an enemy's square 
mass of infantry, of thr^ battalions, and flanked 
by four guns ; the intrepid Russians did not let a. 
man escape, they were all either killed, wounjded,. 
or taken prisoners; and this severe loss so dis- 
couraged the rest of Lauriston's cotps, that, being 
briskly pursued, and losing eighteen guns^ they 
evacuated Goldberg, and General Langeron occu- 
pied it the $am^ day. BlUcher paused not a mo-, 
ment : on the 28th, the victorious Stksian army 
crossed the Katzbach at Liegnit2 and Goldbergs 
during which the several advanced-guards con- 
tinued without intermission to follow up the 
enemy towards Lowenberg and Bunzlau, hourly, 
capturing prisoners in every direction. The rain, 
falling in torrents, had swollen every rivulet to an 
outrageous stream, which had broken down every 
bridge, so that the whole country was in a state 
of inundation ; there was in consequence no way 
of passing the Bober, but at Bunzlau, and to this 
point all the French columns were obliged to 
direct their march. 

General Puthod had been detached, on the 26th 
of August, to manoeuvre in the rear of the aUigd 
3 • ■ ■ 
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^Tfiyy, by the way of Sclionau aiid Jauen The 
intelligence of the battle being lost had reached 
bim; it was not however in his power, on 
account of the waters being out, to repass the 
Bober ; he made the attempt at Hirschberg, but 
not succeeding, he marched down the right banl( 
of the Bober, towards Lowenberg, and passed the 
night of the £8th at Zobten, On the 29th, he 
directed his steps to Lowenberg, where he made 
several unavailing attempts to replace the bridge 
over the Bober. This delay gave General von 
Langeron time to gain a march upon hiin, having 
received advice of his movements; and as General 
Puthod saw the danger he was in of being attacked 
at a disadvantage, he endeavoured to regain the 
high road to Bunzlau; but General Rudzewicz, 
commanding the advanced-guard of Langeron'^ 
corps, having cut off his retreat on this road, h^ 
bent his march towards Zobten once again, which 
being reported to General von KorfF and Prince 
Czerbatow, who had followed the advanced-guar^l 
with cavalry, as support, they threw themselveaf 
on this route by a forced inarch, and General 
I'uthod, finding himself hemmed in on all sidesi^ 
drew up his corps on the heights near Plagwitz, 
by Lowenberg, and prepared for a desperate de- 
fence. General Czerbatow, in consequence, di- 
rected the march of his division to this point, and 
(General von KorfF fqllowed along the ^anks of 
the Bober, with his cavalry. The Prince arriving 
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on the commanding ground opposite the enemy^s 
posiiioTkf established a battery of light artillery, 
that began to play briskly on the French columns, 
and detached four regiments of riflemen to attack 
and gall the enemy on his riglit flank. The 
French were not slow in making the most vi-» 
gorous resistance, and their batteries did great 
execution; but at this moment, their left flank 
being hard pressed by General Rudzewicz, Prince 
Czerbatow Commanded an assault to be made with 
the bayonet on their right flank ; it was carried, 
and the French driven pell-mell from the heights 
into the roaring Bober, and kll were made pri- 
iloners that did not precipitate themselves into the 
river. The trophies of this signal victory over 
Puthpd's corps were glorious to the allied arms. 
General Puthod, more than 100 officers, and 
15000 men, were taken prisoners; 16 pieces of 
cannon, 2 eagles of the 146th and 148th French 
regiments of the line, and the whole of the artil-^ 
lery park, fell into the hands of the gallant confe- 
derates. The Brigade General Siblet, a colonel, 
many officers and privates, were drowned in the 
rapid stream of the Bober. The whole loss of 
Langerori^s corps did not exceed 200 men*. 

* A praiseworthy emulation spurred on the troops, and, 
under the blessing of an all-ruling Providence, the success of 
diis great day may be justly attributed to the invincible courage 
ftid intrepidity of the confederate Silesian army : General von 
Blucher never lost sight of the enemy, and attacked him almost. 
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On the SOtfe of August^ Genfcral von BltkhBY^ 
tiansferred hiis b^ad-quarlers tx> Hoht^iB) near 
Lowenberg, and continued to pursnel the enemy 
in the most active manner. General von Bennig- 
«en entered Breslaw on the SOth of August, with 
his Polish army of reserve^ aiid proceeded from 
thence to Liegnitz, marching OH the saine line 
with Blikher. tn bivotiack, at the village of 
Kie1ingswalde> between Naumburg and Gorlttr, 
General von Blticher addressed a proclamation to- 
bis army *. The insignia of the grand order of St. ' 



daily. Iii the course ^ eigbt days he had fdiigM liiin in eigbi ' 
Moody encounters, not to mention trilling affid^s ; beat him 
iDompIetely in a pHched battle, itait directly itftefwiafdki tttade^ 
three aerioaa attacks upon him. We rinay ^nturi^ to tMrtOf 
Ihat, m modem mflitary aniiials, no iexanijj^e of such a 8)lceei«* 
•ion of bloody and eventful days is to be found as those between 
tbe 16th and 29th August 1815. 



# BliU^et^s Prodamathn to Us SokUers, after the Bmttb om 

th0 Katishach. 
^ Silesia is deared of the enemy* Brave soldiers, of die Bus** 
Am and Prussian army uhdar my command, it k to yoUr 
ingorous exertions and resolution, to yout padenocf m snppmrt^ 
i^ fotignes and privations, that I owe the good fortune of hsV'* 
ing wrested this 6ne province out of the han& of a greedy aadi 
Ipapacioiis enemy. The implacable foe, with hau^ty deftanoe^ 
toiet you on the Kata^ach. You issued with the rapidity of 
lightning, from behind the heights. You disdained to attack 
him with the Astant fire of musketry, but advanced upon ban 
witlioul |^aii6iog% Your bayonets, and the nervoua streoglil -ot^ 
yoUf arm, drove hipi down the steeps of the raging Neisse and 
tim Katabach. You Jbave'slhce waded through torrents and 
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Andrew^ which the Emperor of Rpssia transmittfd 
to General von. Blucher, after the battle oa, the 
Katzbach, was accompanied by the following 
note, in the Emperor's o,wn hai^d-writing ; 
" General, 

" Amongst the most agreeable moments of 
the campaign, I reckon thpsei in which I can give 
you proofs of the peculiar satisfaction I feel, in 
doling justice to your brilliant courage, the acti- 
^i^y Pf your operations, an4 thc} effect of yoijr 
unparalleled movements. ., 



men ; you have pfts^ed the niij^hts in stonns, with<>ut sheltfx:, , 
abort of promipos, and atruggling ^ith every want ; hut yqii - 
mnrmuced i)Pt| you pursued with prpn^p^itude and energy th^, 
flying ^neiny. I return you thanks foir your exalted, praise* 
worthy cpnduft* I)e alone 19 a true soldier t^ftt possesses su^I^; 
qualities. 

*< One hundred and three pieces of cannon, 250 tumbrils, tl^O; 
camp-hospital of the enemy, his provisions, a general of divi- 
sion, 2 generals of brigade, a great number of colonels, staff 
and other officers, 18,000 prisoners, 2 eagles, and other tro* 
pliie^^ have fallen into your hands. The remainder of tho^e 
who opposed you on the Katzbach, terrified at the sight of: 
yovtr bayopets, hav^ taken to flight. The roads and the flelda^ 
betweeii the Katzbach and the Bober bear the unequivocal, 
marks of tt^e confusion and dismay of the enemy. Let us 8iii<g: 
praiseii to the Lord of Hosts, by whose help you have over?, 
throwil your enemies, and. return him thanks, in the. hour ofr 
prayer, for the i:ictQry he has given into our. bands. Three. 
yoUeys shallbe fired in honour of the day, and terminate youc 
tevftions. And' then, once more, seek the enemy in thetSeld« 

*\ vox BLi5c>iE$c.'- : 
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" In th*j hour in which we, on our side, have 
gained a signal victory *, I send yoil the insignia 
t)f the order of St Andrew, which I have myself 
worn, i do not suppose! that this circumstance 
^ili enhance the value of this ihark of my plea^ 
mute, but it will at least prove to you, thsit I have 
lost not a moment in assuring you, and those 
brave men tinder your command, of the singular 
gratification your fottunate progress has aifotded 
ine. 

" The glory of a commander is reflected upon 

his soldiers, as that of the soldiers ypon their 

commander. Tell them how highly I rate their 

deeds, and accept the assurances of my best 

wishes. 

** Alexander-" 

the SOih qf August 181S. 

General von BlUcher received, from his grate- 
ful Sovereign, the grand cross of the order of the 
Iron Cross. 

After a warm affair between the brigade of von 
Horn and the rear-guard of the enemy, at Bunz- 
lau, very honourable to the former, although at- 
tended with considerable loss, the French eva- 
cuated Silesia entirely. They left the banks of 
the Bober on the 31st of August, and, on the 1st 
of September, the country was cleared of them. 



* Of Culm. 
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and the wrecks Qf Macdonald's army fled through 
JUisatia* Gei^eral von Blucher^s advanoed-guard 
Grossed the Qi^eisse the same day» which was 41^ 
tljDguished by a brilliaat operation: M^jor voa 
JFalkenbaii&en, aqd Captaau von Swanenfeld^ sui;-* 
prised wiUi two &(]^^adrons of hussars, bet\¥ee9 
Gorlitz and Bautzenj fpur companies pf flrench 
^tiUery, a squadron of chasseurSi and a compwy 
of infantry, entirely dispersed them^ and took 
from them the last cannon saved from the wr^k 
of ^be battle on the K^t4bach< 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Our Veteratis masterly Manceuvres in Silesia-^ 
Battle of Dresde^^^Progress of the allied Armies 
'^BlUcber crosses the Elbe — Battle of fFartenh 
berg. 

The remains of Marshal Macdonald's corps novp' 
sheltered themselves behind the Queisse, and exi- 
deavoured to recover from the universal panic that 
had seized them* On the 2d of September the 
advanced-guard of the Silesian army passed the 
Neisse, and the main body followed. The re- 
treating and beaten French stood, on the 3d of 
September, near the Lobau pools, and ou the 
4th pursued their retrograde march to Bautzen: 
they had already abandoned Hochkirch, whea 
suddenly their columns halted and bivouacked on 
the nearest heights. ]^Japoleon having, no doubl;^ 
received intelligence pf the defeat of Macdo* 
nald, had, it seems, hastened^ by forced marches, 
with a part of his guards from Dresden to his 
support; and the corps of Poniatowsky, from 1? 
to 15,000 strong, at the same time advanced from 
ZittaUt The retrograde march of the grand allied 
army into Bohemia, having given Napoleon the 
pQwer of enlarging his^ circle of action, he jeft 
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Dresden on the 3d of September, accompanied by 
Marshal Murat, passed the night at Harthau, 
arrived in the vicinity of Hochkirch on the 4th, 
and immediately issued orders for the retreating 
army to halt It was soon reported to General 
von Bliicher, that Napoleon, with his guards, the 
sixth corps, and the cavalry under General Latour- 
Maubourgj were now in the field agauist him; 
upon which he withdrew his advanced-guard un- 
der General WassiltschikofF, behind the Lobaur 
water,' and concentrated his army in the rear of 
Landeskrone. In this position he remained to as- 
certain whether Napoleon would be contented 
with merely gathering up the shattered remains of 
Macdonald's army, or offer battle. 

On the 5th, Napoleon deployed a numerous 
force in front of Reichenbach, and vigorously at- 
tacked Bliicher's army. The General-in-chief, 
true to his system, did not hold it advisable to ac- 
cept battle at this critical moment, but passed the 
Neisse and Queisse with his army in the most 
complete order, leaving a rear-guard on the right 
tank of the Neisse, to Watch* the enemy's move- 
ments and demonstrations of advancing into Si- 
lesia, Nothing could be more evident than that 
the farther the enemy could be drawn from Dres- 
iden, the more decisive the operations of the allied 
army in Bohemia must eventually prove. But 
Bliicher's patience was in vain tried on the 6th 
and 7th; the foe made no attempt to advance. 
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Kapoleon lelt the whale danger of his situation; and. 
the Bohemian army having again threatened Dres- 
den, he saw himself kept in constant check, and. 
obliged, once more to trace his steps back to 
Dresden with the reinforcements he had brought, 
with him, where he arrived on the 6th, in the even- 
ing. In the course of these operations detachments 
of cavalry from BlUcher's army harassed the rear of 
the Frencli army, and caused it a considerable loss.. 
The Russian General, Prince MadatofF, surprised^, 
on the 2d of September, a corps of French at War- 
schen, consisting of 1 colonel, 5 captains, 18 lieu- 
tenants, S adjutants, and 677 privates, and made 
the whole of them prisoners. On the 4th, the 
same Prince attacked the escort of a large trans-, 
port of anfimunition, took them prisoners, and blew 
up more than 100 tumbrils. Our veteran hero, on 
finding the enemy less impetuous, put his army 
again in motion on the 8th. The corps of General 
St Priest crossed the Neisse at Ostritz; that of 
Count Langeron followed. According to BlUcher's 
pljin of operations. General St Priest was suddenly 
to attack Lobau; during which,. General von York; 
\tas to fall on the rear and flank of the enemy's 
corps at Gorlitz, in the direction of Landskrone,. 
so as to cut it off, if possible, from Reicheubach. 
Qeneral St Priest was prompt and vigorous in his 
attack on the 8th Polish corps, concentrated at^ 
Lpbau, and drove it out of Mittejl-Hartwigsdorf, ^ 
Ebersdorf^ and Lobau ; but it was not posistible to . 

N 
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execute the attack on G6pHtz> as theetiemys weW 

2f^are of the peril tllM; merftaccfd bimv h^ masto 

s^ich » precipitate refr^M firom tl)^ place^ thac th«i 

Cossacks, Bent iii pursuit, Maere^ ftot even slbie< ttD 

<frertake hi^. deneval^ vmi' BUioh«r leariit i^flttHL 

sEh adjutant', taken pris^aef', bearing dtipatoheci. tor 

tfie PHnce of Neufchatel (Bertbier); fmrnWitn^m 

I*bniatow5ky, that his corps^ had lost 23 offli^rtp 

and 500 men in the aflfkir of Lobau. Macdonaldlii 

army coittinued its retreat to Bautzen. On th4 

roth, the advanced guard' o^ Bittcher's army oct«^' 

jjfed Hochfcirch, the Cossacks^surrounded^BautKen^ 

and General Blucher fixed his* head-quartevs^ a^ 

Herrnhut. A division of the Austrian army, 800dt 

strong, under* General Count Bubna, formeil' *fc 

junction with the Silesian army on thi«i>4ay,^ hfe^vu| 

i^, till then, been posted in^ the vicinity of 6a-»< 

biel, on the frontier!) of Boiieiniai tD obserite^^ thei 

darps'Of Pbfliatowsky. 

- The decided superiority df • fbree^ which 0%* 

Hfero now possessed, urged him to move onwards f^' 

akdi on the 11th, Generals St. Prtetitand Kapoaei-. 

vic2 forced the pasaage of the Spree, and General; 

Ooutit Bubna advanced towards Neustadt. TIk^ 

Fi'ench troops evacuated, by break of day, ou the^ 

12th, both BautTOh arid Neustadt, and retired be^- 

hind ' Btshopswerda and Stolpe: here they were^ 

obly* a dayV march frbrti Dresden, and, by the waj^ 

of Kma, in direct communication with tho^ti^ht^ 

\*ingfof the giiand' French army. On the 14thj^ 
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General St. Priest marched in advance, dindcfiargf- 
ed a column of infantry witfi His* cavalry, neiar Bt- 
iihopsWerda, taking abbut 100 men prisoners. The 
fcUowihg days wercJ employed in narrOMung the po* 
tkions of the French near Dres^den, and cutting off 
fbeiT ffuppiies. Accorditig to the accounts of desert'- 
*rs, forage and provisions of all' kinds werte begin- 
aiiig to fall short in the place. General von Bltichet 
fiaring received intelligence that Afarshal Mar- 
thont intended to make a diversion on the side of 
Gfoss6nhain With the 6th corps under his com- 
SSd^d, ordered General von Sacken to advance to 
Camenz; and his advanced-guard, under General 
Regner, after skirmishing with the enemy thd 
tvhble of the 15th; obliged him to retrace his steps 
tb Dresden on the Ifith. 

Itt the position of Bishopswerda the Silesiari 
^rmy remained iii a state of comparative inaction 
till the 22d: there seemed tb be a cessatidn of of-* 
feufsive operations on the part of the army ; but 
the* g^eat plan of the Allies was only ripening, and 
the nrtin object, of acting' on the flknks of Napo- 
IfldiiVarmy, wasT nevet lost sight of. Our veteran' 
(^tideral, whether on the offensive of defensive, 
sfeeiiied equally successful'; and 'no coriimaiider had, 
afiyet; distinguished himself in a more eminent of 
even equal degree. His talerit of daring enterprise, 
aferf his consummate prudence, carried him through' 
trmmphantly, in situations the most difficult tb be- 
conceived; and' his conduct at the approaching 
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crisis established him for ever, in the opinion of 
Europe, as one of the first of commanders. 

Napoleon having returned to Dresden on the 
SI St of September from his unfortunate expedition 
into Bohemia, and finding himself hemmed in and 
compressed within narrow limits by Blucher, who- 
stood in position almost within sight of the walls 
of Dresden, thought it expedient to atteoipt disen-* 
gaging himself from so troublesome a neighbour. 
For this purpose he proceeded to Harthau on the 
22d, causing the 11th, 3d, and 5th corps of hi* 
grand army to march in the direction of Bishops- 
werda, occupied by Blucher's advanced-guard un- 
der General Rudzewicz and Colonel von Katzler. 
Although attacked by superior numbers, the gal- 
lant Confederates maintained the unequal contest 
nearly the' whole of the day in this position, before 
they yielded a foot of ground. On the 23d, Na- 
poleon renewed his attack, and the advanced- 
guard abandoned the woods and heights near Bi- 
shopswerda; but no sooner did the French de- 
bouch out of the wood, into a favourable terrain 
for cavalry, than the Allies faced about, and the 
Russian cavalry under Generals Count Witt and 
Emanuel, and the Prussian, under Colonel von 
Katzler, charged them with intrepidity, and drove 
them, with lieavy loss, back into the wood ; on 
which occasion 10 officers and 300 privates af the 
guards were taken prisoners. Napoleon, neverthe- 
less, by dint of numerical superiority, succeeded 
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in penetrating to Godau, where the face of the 
country gradually opens, and is less intersected by 
woods; while, towards Bautzen, an extensive plain 
presents itself, of singular advantage for the opera- 
tions of cavalry. Our veteran General here endea* 
voured, with his wonted decision and alacrity, to 
entrap Napoleon in an ambuscade. General vou 
Sacken was ordered to lie in ambush, with his 
whole coi-ps, in such a position^ that, when the 
enemy renewed his attacks on the 24th, he could 
fell unperceived upon his flank and rear; but 
the French remained perfectly quiet the whole of 
the 24th; upon which. General von Bliicher direct- 
ed General von Sacken to act on the offensive 
against the left flank of the enemy. The near 
approach of night prevented any movement 
being made in his rear ; and the decisive attack 
and execution of Bliicher's daring plan was oblig- 
ed to be postponed till break of day of the 25th, 
Napoleon, however, as if having a presentiment 
of what awaited him, retired in all haste, \luring 
the night, upon Bishopswerda, In this man- 
ner 'was he constrained to renounce, for the 
third time, acting upon the offensive against the 
intrepid, calculating Bliicher and his Silesian army, 
and returned to Dresden for the tenth time since 
the armistice, beset on every side by his enemies ; 
and, although his concentrated position enabled 
him, by shifting his troops and corps from one 
point to th^ other, to make front on all sid^s of 

^3 
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him, with an imposin]^ force ; yet this severe suc- 
cessiou of partial losses dispirittjd his troops, and 
threw whole corps into a ptate of absolute disorr 
ganization. The 8th corps, under Prince Ponia- 
tovvski, passed over to the Jeft hank of the Elbe, 
and marched to Penig. Marshal Victor liad taken 
position at Freiburg, and the 1st and 14th corps 
were encamped at Gieshubel and Pirna. On the 
27th, the French army evacuated Grossenhain, and 
began to pass the Elbe at Mei$sen. Lieuteaanit- 
general Count Tauenzien followed sword in hand, 
a^d threw some detachments over the river to 
liarass the enemy. This General now formed a 
junction with the army of General von Bliicher, 
having his head -quarters^ on the 27th, a.t Elster- 
werda ; General Baron von Sacken was posted at 
Grossenhain, his advanced-guard before Meissen; 
General von York at Grobeln; General Count 
Langeron likewise at Elsterwerda; General Count 
St. Priest in Ostrandt, and his advanced-guard to- 
wards K6nigs.briick ; the whole of the corps form- 
ing and establishing a link, by which the various 
confederate armies were at this time connected to- 
gether, and surrounding and baiting the ravenous 
tiger in his den. 

Nothing of material importance occurred to 
the Silesian army during the last days of Septem- 
ber, the fury with which Napoleop had endea- 
voured to break through or enlarge the narrowing 
boundary that formed the area of his operations, 
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having, to apf»ear9nc€> ojoarly s^ent itself ; aod his : 
extorts to extricate himself from his perilous sUy 
tuation had proved fruitless at all points. We wilt 
now present our readers with a succinct but clear 
detiall of the operations of t\ye grand confederate 
;M*my since the denunciation of the armistice, and 
the coalition of the Austrians ip tbe:good c^use; 
takiug a view, at the same time, of the progress 
of the Crown Prince of Sweden, and the Prussiai^ 
armies of Geuerals Tauen^ien aaul fiiiIow« Thi§ 
digression h the more necessary, from the imposs/r 
J)Hity, without it, of forming a just conception of 
that stupendous manpeuvre of ouj hero, so soan to 
be executed, in passing the Elbe in tlie face of th^ 
Bncimy, and throwing himself, by a series of forced 
inarches unparalleled in the records of history, 
and ourt of the supposed sphere of man's phy sica^l 
|>Qwi?rs, into the rear of Napoleon s line of operoi- 
|ioiEfcs~a manoeuvre that caused every subsequent 
f^vojujion of the whisel of fortune to be favourably 
Ito tlie Allies, and formed a pedestal to the ^lOBt 
impeiishable monument of military fame that evQr 
^vas j^iiected to the honour of one commander. 

The Emperor of Austria declared war againirt 
France on the same day that the denunciation of 
tfajearmistioe took, place. The Austrian army, which 
a$^^mbled in and near Prague, under the command 
of Field-ijn^rshal Pricice von Sch war tzen berg, con* 
fisted pf thi^e divisions, The Russian-Prussia^ 
ariny uud^r General Barclay de Tolly, consistijig 

n4 
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of the corps of General Count Wittgenstein, Ge»» 
neral von Kleist, and the reserves under the Grand 
Prince Gonstantin and Count Miloradowitsch, 
inarched out of Silesia on the 12th of August, and 
formed a junction with the Austrian troops in Bo- 
hernia on the 17th of August. This slrmywas 
henceforth called the grand confederate arrays 
Field-marshal Prince Schwartzenberg being ap- 
pointed Commander-in-chief, and having his head- 
quarters at Prague. The several armies of the ' 
Allies were posted in the following manner : the 
army of the Crown Prince of Sweden, called the 
northern army, formed the right wing, and took 
up a position between Mecklenburg and the Elbe, 
having his head-quarters at Oranienburg, and 
holding communication with the army of General 
von Tauenzien, in position to observe the fortresses 
on the Elbe and Oder. General von Bliicher stood 
in Silesia. The efficient numbers of these armies 
may be estimated at 350,000 men. (See Map of 
the Seat of fVar.)-^The Bohemian army advanced 
towards the Elbe on the 18th, in four columns, 
and passed, the defiles in the Saxon mountains on 
the SSd, after som^ partial advantages over small 
detached corps of the enemy. The severity of the 
weather, and the consequent bad state of the 
roads, prevented the Confederates from arriving 
before Dresden earlier than the 25 th in the even- 
ing. (See Plan of the Battle of Dresden.) — A ge- 
neral assault was made \ipoii Dresden on the fol* 
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lowing day, a redoubt was stormed, and the French 
driven into the body of the place. In the interim 
Napoleon had arrived, by forced marches, with 
the flower of his army out of Silesia. He reached 
Dresden at nine o'clock, a. m. on the 26th. Under 
such circumstances the Allies deemed it prudent 
to relinquish the attempt of taking Dresden by 
assault^ and, in consequence, the confederate army 
was ordered to take up a position on the heightJl 
in the vicinity of that city. Napoleon, with hil 
usual impetuosity, attacked the positions of- the 
confederate troops early .on the S7th, and a bloody 
but indecisive conflict ensued. It having been 
reported to the Cc^mander-in-chief from General 
von Oesterman, commandrng a corps of observa* 
tiou near Konigstein, that General Vandamme had 
crossed the Elbe at that place in considerable 
force, taking the road to Pima, and by this move- 
ment, threatening the rear of the combined grand 
army, it was obviously necessary for the Confede- 
rates to withdraw 'again into Bohemia: besideSp 
the principal object of these offensive operationi 
was absolutely obtained, although the results, un- 
der more favourable circumstances, might have 
been of greater importance ; for Bliicher, as well 
as the Grown Prince, had thus acquired an en- 
larged power of acting with energy upon th^ 
flanks and the rear of Napoleon's army. The Allies, 
therefore, set themselves in march towards Bpbe- 
inia, in the night of the S7th, and reached the 
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frootiqrs on. the S^tb, slowly and cautiously piiir^ 
(ped by the Juench. 

Qen&csA Vapdamme bad arrived at Hol^ndorf 
fyith his corps ou the @8tJ^, and advanced to Pe^ 
t^f^Wfi\dfi on the &i)th; briakly .purs^ipg the «m£df 
ff^p^ pf General von Oe&te^tuau, five tim^s hj# 
ififef'ior, is^ numbers, who nev^erthetess cont^ste^i 
^v;^ry foot of ground with dfetero^ined bravery 
^d ol^stiii,ate repulses. General von Oe^^maA 
jyVfj^s, lipwever, obliged to retre^rt tp TopUtz ; Va^r 
^afniue followed wilh eager impetuosity, ^nd 
^{^ipe clow^ into the valley with eight or ten batr 
]t^U(pns; he; attacked him near Toplitz, 'buit ^lat 
Ig^Ua^try of the Russian troops supplied the iplac^ 
jof, f^ipj>€irs ; General Vandamme Gimld inaHe up 
piinpr^sfirion with his ten batjtalions, and insensibly 
^few his whole corps down into the plain T^ 
^ve withstood this disproportion of nuniber^ 
i^pi}ld h^ve been utterly impossible for Geu^arl 
1^109 Oeftermap, if at this critical juncture a divi« 
fioxi of Russian guards had not arrived in the fields 
find a brigade of Russian grenadiers dispatched sis 
4jeinforcmneu( by Geiierai Prince vonJSchwartzeu* 
iifffgy had not come into action. General yon Qes* 
:t$fipilft|i ^ow attacked in his turn, and his troops 
J^p^gh^t )ike lions. The Russian guards showed ^an 
^jtrepidity on this occasion, which will long serve 
9§ an example worthy of imitation by all the d^^ 
J^4pX& of the good cause. Tlie Russian Geueri^l 
>:wcp^^,qd in repulsing the enemy, aini forcing 
him to retreat, at the close pf the day, to liarwU* 



Digitized 



by Google 



9nd Pirsten.- The happy svicce$s.ofthi5iifFairwa;f 
of tl)e |uo«t vital importance to tbe allied arms^ 
ybe graiKi JBohemian army now returning froqi 
Presden, Avas on'the;point of repairing toTpplit^^ 
nfter the moat fatiguing marches across the moun^ 
tains, to enjoy som6 days of repose. If Van^ 
damme^s project had bpen crowned with success^ 
the most disastrous consequences must have r^ 
. suited to the cambined forcje^. The good counte^ 
na^ce of the Russians^ and the tbriUiaut valour of 
their chief, decided the combat ^n favour of thf 
allied arms, and die execution of thedispos^tionf 
for the following day was thus rendered possibly 
Vandamnie, into:KicatjBd with the distant j>rosp0<^ 
of striking a decisive blow, with bis fipglc arn^ 
against the operations of the confederate army, hmv 
ried forwards with his wh(rie corps into tiie yallej;^ 
and took post at Culm (see Plan x>f the Battle of 
Culm), insteadof keepinghimself firm in position pj^ 
the mountains, as was bis orders, or leaving a strong 
d?tach?ien t tp occupy thie passes. On the :30th, ii| 
Jlxe jnoming, Prince Schwartzeuherg made tb^ 
fallowing dispositions to annihilate Vandaname'f 
corps. Besides the tfoops already engaged, the corpf 
of Count poUoredQ, iand the divisions of ^ianchi 
and Prince von Hessen-I^omburg, were ordered 
into line, the latter tformipg the right wing im 
front, havjng Bianchi's riivisiop 'for support. Th^ 
f;orps of Russians formed the left wing; ^nd th^ 
{lussian guards were pQsted in .rei^crve at Sobochr 
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leben. Count Colloredo was ordered to ma* 
noeuvre with the enemy, and, supported by General 
Knorring's division, to endeavour to turn their 
left wing. The far-famed battle of Culm com- 
menced by Colloredo*s storming the heights occu- 
pied by the enemy's left wing, with an irresistible 
impetuosity, and in the most brilliant manner' 
driving the French before him out of Neu- 
dorf. General Knorring, at the head of his ca- 
valry, charged at the same time the enemy's bat- 
tery, and took it, sword in hand ; during which, 
the right wing and front of Vandamme*s army 
were kept fully occupied by the Austrians and 
Russians. At this crisis, the corps of General 
von Kleist showed themselves on the heights of 
NoUendorf, having marched from Glashiitte to 
gain the high road by Noljendorf. This discern^ 
ing general quickly appreciated the value of his 
presence on the scene of action, and collecting 
the whole of his troops in advance, rapidly d^ 
scended into the plain, and burst like a tremen- 
dous hurricane upon the rear of Vandamme's po* 
sition. This latter general attempted to mako 
front against Kleist ; yet, baited as he was on every 
side, the result must at all events prove disas** 
trous, and leave him nothing; but the fury of de* 
spair. Retreat was cut off, and no chance df 
escape at hand. Jn fine, "Vandamme's corps suf- 
fered a complete and signal defeat, and only a 
few squadrons of cavalrjr found means of gaining 
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the road to Eule. The field of battle was covered 
with the -dead. Vandaihtne himaelf, and several 
other generals, were taken; and 8000 prisoners^ 
87 pieces of cannon, and 3 eagles, constituted the 
immortal trophies of this glorious day. Its con* 
Sequences blighted the opening blossoms of Na- 
poleon*s imaginary advantages over the Allies at 
Dresden. This happy event, in combination with 
Bliicher's victory on the Katzbach, on the S6tb| 
and the important advantages gained by General 
Biilow on the SSd, at Gross-Beeren, excited 
throughout the confederate army the most confi* 
dent hopes, and elated each heart with the proud 
sense of victory and well-earned glory. After 
the battle, the allied troops took up a position in 
the neighbourhood of Tdplitz; their head-quar* 
ters, and those of the three august Monarchs, 
being in the place. The French corps sent in pur* 
suit of the confederate army, proceeded but 
slowly in advance on the 30th and 31st. The 
example of Yaqdamme's terrible fate before their 
eyes, Bliicher's progress, and the severe check 
which Oudinot had experienced, impelled Napo- 
leon to shelter himself once more in his pestilen- 
tial den at Dresden; and the allied Bohemian army 
remained i^ a state of repose till the 5th of Sep* 
tember. Their ulterior movements shall be referred 
to in due course; and we shall now turn to those 
opersitionsHof the northern army under the command 
of the Crown Prince pf Sweden, that led to the im- 
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{lortattt victories of Grbss-fieeren'tod DeiiMfwits^ 
Ivboae^cb^opeMtkig: effeotr ibrm^d a pai^t of dioM 
loiisy iioMr.arpfiread^ andr drawing eloser around tb# 
liAplacable Tyiraat, renderbd so furious by repeated 
dtsappttintineiits. * 

. The Oown Prince of Sweden Kaviiig^ recerr^ 
ntellig^nQef that the armistice w^as denounced; con^ 
ctolitrated his army between Spandiiu and Betting 
9fyd took up hi» hbad-quarters at Charlottenbui^ 
Cm the 17th of August; Napoleon, who wW 
iAxious to open die c^mpai^ with an*' enterprise 
of some eclat, pondered upon the pi^jeet of get-^ 
ting Berlin^ into his power, and fed fai» ambitioutf 
kopes with thdreby plunging all Europe into ^ 
stupor of astonishment at hi& success; For thiif 
purpose^ Miurstial Gudinot was chstrged with i^4 
CX)tnfnand of the 4th, 7th, and 12th corps^ and thcf 
body of cavalry udder the Duke of Padua, form-^ 
iugi an drmy of about 80,000 men^ which was as^' 
$etobled in the environs of Baruth, on the IBth 
of August Some partial affairs' occurred, an& 
the advanced posts of the northern anny wer# 
dri veif out of Jiiterbock, Belzig^ and Zerbst. On tfccT 
Sl&t^ the Crbwij Prince removed his head-quarters^ 
toPatsdam ; and as the ekietny didtlot' advance, h& 
ordet-ed his^army to take up positions on a m6re^ 
ewbanded line* General Winzlngerode was posteef 
al?Saarmund; General von BiiloW) betweien Phiiw 
lipathal and Sputendorf; General von'Borstel,' 
near MittenwMd^ The Swedish infatitry occu<^ 
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j^ed Potsdafftv, the' cavalry hi voaacked near ibahteQ^ 
ifid General von Tauenzieti^ stood on the heighta^o^ 
Maricnhof and Tempethof, m front of Berlin. Qti 
tfter Slst, the Freneh advanced in two c6himB4 
Upon WHlmersdorf^ and, at five o'clock in iH* 
^ening, drwe in the- Prussian ont-posts at Trcb*' 
bra and Nunsdbrf, taking up a posrition bet^weetf 
CHestow and Schubzendorf. By break of day orf 
the 22d, the Crown Prince' drew up his* army ftf 
the fbitowing order of battle (see Flan 0f t^ 
Eat lie ^ Gross'Beeren) : Greneral von Billow wai^ 
posted near Saarmund. General \^on Tauensfeiif 
concentrated his corps near Blankenfelde. Thtf 
Svi'^edish army was posted at Ruhlsdorf. General 
€zernischefF occupied' Belitz and Treuenbrietsen^ 
with his Cossacks. General von HirschfeWt; bj^"a^ 
forced march from the environs of Magd^urg^ 
reached Potsdam early on the 22d. Towahi# 
noon, General von Biilow was attacked in his po«^ 
sttion, and forced back upon Ileinersdorf,^ wher^ 
be joined General von Tauenzien. Tlie enemy^ 
having advanced to Jiihnsdorf, General vote^ 
Tauenzien pushed* forward his corps to Blankeh^^ 
ffeWe. General von Borstel, still in position a!? 
Mittenwalde, was now ordered to form a^ juttctioii} 
with General von Biilow, in the direction of.Bra-' 
send'orf. Night put a stop to further operations.- 
On the 93d, Marshal Oudinot commanded the'4ftbl 
corps, under Bertrand, to advance and attack* Gc*' - 
ifctal-Ton Tauenzien^ who was immediately su^ 
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ported by the march of General von Biilaw to the 
left towards Lichtenrade> to fall into line with 
general von Borstel near Mitten walde. The im- 
petuous and rapid attacks of Bertrand were repulsed 
ut all points, and the brayery of the Prussians 
under Tauenzien foiled all his attempts to make, 
^ny impression on their line. In the mean time, 
the 7th French corps, under General Reynierj had 
^cceeded in forcing General von Billow's detach-. 
ment to evacuate Gross-Beeren; but this brave an^ 
sagacious general did not hesitate resolving to at* 
tack Reynier with his whole corps, and to drive, 
his right wing out of Gross-Bceren. It was stx 
&'cloc4c in the evening, and an incessant rain had 
£illen the whole day. He formed the battalions 
in square masses, and with fixed bayonets moved 
cmwards to carry the enemy's batteries by assault, 
and to close with their columns. In defiance of 
the showers of grape-shot, and heavy cannonade 
q£. the Prench, the undaunted Prussians bore down 
all before them : a most dreadful carnage ensued ; 
Gross-Beeren was retaken ; whole battalions of 
Frenchmen were bayonetted; batteries were 
ftjtormed; and the cavalry, charging with equal im- 
petuosity, effectually prevented the infantry of the 
enemy from rallying at any point. General von 
Biilow;'s conduct in this trying hour is above all 
praise : the Prussian name acquired fresh lustre 
under his dispositions, and the gallant band that 
fought with him are immortalized in the annaU 
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pf Prussia ^. It was on\y after his arraogenTeots 
Wiera made, and the men were pressing forward 
into action, that he received orders from tbe 
Crown Prince to attack. Prompt measures are 
ever the forerunners of success, and, when com^ 
bined with prudence and steady perseverance, 
never f^il to plant unfading laurels on the brows 
of the victors. General vqn Borstel, having pen 
xietra.ted through Ktein-Beei^n; and cannonaded 
the enemy's right flank, contributed not a little to 
the fortunate issue of this bloody conflict. In 
possession of Gross-Beeren, General von Biilow 
ordered the reserve, under General von Thiimen^ 
to come into line, and the cavalry to turn the 
«nemy!s right wing; The Swedish and Russian 
corps were drawn up, at this moment, in order of 
battle. General Count von Win^ingerode was at 
the head of 10,000 horse. General Count voa 
Woronzow - commanded the Ryssian infantry* 
The village of Ruhlsdorf, but weakly occupied by 

■ I I III • ■ ■ ■ I ■■ ! ■■ ■■ ■ ■■I.I ■■ ■ I ■! ■ !■ I — — — ^ 

« Seme of the Pnueien battalions of infiintry sufered aft 
enomious, and akaoat incredible lola, vefjr disproportionate to 
that of their allies ; but they were determined to conquer or diei 
as for instance : 

The Colberg regiment of infantry lost 26 officers^ and 76$ 
privates. 

l*he 9tfa regiment of reserve, 10 officers, and J72 privatei* 

The Ist regiment of Neumarkt militia, 54 aQcec% Jmdf^ 
privates* ' : . ... * 
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ihe Swedes, fo keep up a coimniinicktibxk H^ithfi^'* 
iow's corps, was attacked by the eiietny -s ^hiafp- 
flicotere ; bat the Crown Prince havrag otdnttd iip 
hoine reiiifbrceniehis, tlie French wei^e soon ob- 
liged to retire. Victory ^ta^i hdi*rever, decided 
principally by the rapid assaiilt cif the Ptuisian^ 
under Billow. The corps of Reyniet was brokeil 
and dispersed on all isides^ and dpened a chasni lit 
the French line of attack, whifch all the efforts of 
Oudinot and Bertrand boUld not fill ap. Th^ te- 
treat of the French was directed to Trebbin, ahd 
the Cossacks harassed them without ihtennissidfli 
Up to the 24th at noon, thfe trdjihies of' the tfey 
cbnsisted of 26 pieces of artillery, 60 tumbrite, i, 
Ikrge qiiatitiiy of stores and baggage, 40 tubers, 
atid 1500 prisoners. The 2Sth >^as occupied id 
pufsuhig the ehemy t6 the Elbe; and a consider* 
iitbre liurnbir of prisoners fell into the hands of th6 
light troops. Gfenetdl von BUloV^r took u^ hik 
head^qadrteirs on- the 26th at Trebbin. Th« 
Swedes marched to Saamrand, and the Russians 
to TreuenbrietEaa. Pending these ^6fvefit% ibe 
'French general Oirarrfi with 10,000 men, of the 
garrison of Magd6burgh, somewhat embolde^^d 
by the absence of General Hirschfeldt, passed the, 
Elbe, and moved towards Berlin, by the way of 
Ziesar; ^e was kept in check four dayi|>y the 
^hiskiali gtetmral von PtlrttUti^i with sotoe battalions 
of militia ; by which delay, Oudinot was already 
defeated before Girard could reach him. On the 
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9Sfhy General Girard made a vain attempt to di$^ 
lodge the Cossacks under CzernischeiFy out of 
helzigf and then took position ne^r Liibnitz. 
General v6n Hirschfeldt, after the battle of Gross- 
Beeren, had marched with his corps back to Bran^ 
denbufg, where he arrived on the 24th. Early in 
iSie morning of the 27th, General von Hirsqhfeldt 
reconiioYtred tlie enemy ^s position at Liibnitz, anci 
imtnedaately determined on an attack. The heights 
"Were taken and retaken several times : the gallant 
Prussians maintained themselves on them at last, 
and CzemischefF, with his Cossacks, having come 
into action from Belzig, the Krench were com- 
pletely routed. General Girard was wounded, 8 
pieces of cannon, 140 officers, 3500 prisoners, a 
bumbef of tumbrils, and all the baggage of the 
enemy, fell into the hands of the victors. The 
Irhole plan of Marshal Oudinot's operations was 
in this manner rendered ahortive. His intended 
comhinations were frustrated, and Napoleon's ar« 
rogant pride of omnipotence felt a severe abate* 
ment. 

General von Bulow entered Elsholz on the 
87th ; General von Tauenzien was posted at Ba* 
ruth, ind sent General von Woheser, with his 
division, to take the town of Luckau, where the 
French had intrenchi^ themsel^s. After a brisk 
cannonade, the Freneh* commandant capitulated ; 
and 9 pieces of artillery, and 1000 prisoners, 
were the fruits of this enterprise. Geaeral von 

a 
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,Worons;ow, at the h^d of the. advance^-guar^ 
\€f the Northern army y dislodged the^uemy,. af^f 
ao obstmate engagement, out of Juferbock, which 
they had again occupied on the S7th ; an4 thf 
Crown Prince of Sweden thereupon removed hi|^ 
liead-quarters to Belitz. General von Biilow adr 
vanced to Treuenbrietzeni and topk an advanr 
tageous position betweep that place and the village 
of Nicheln. The head-quarters of the Northern 
army were, on the 30th, at fiiichholz, and pu .th^ 
31^ at Treuenbrietzen. On the Ist; of Septemi^e^ 
General von BUlow took post at Frohnsdorf, |thc 
Freuch rear-guard retreating to Thiesen. The 
put- posts of General von Borstel occi^pied the de- 
fies pf Koppenig, and the brigade of KraiFt 
parched to the heights of KropstWt : at the san^ 
lime, General von Tauenzien made himself mas^tfr 
pf the high grounds in front of Zahne, keeping 
jup a communication with General von Borst^. 
The remainder of von Billow's corps took position 
at Marzahne. The Russian corps drew up near 
Pflighof. The French, who, from the side of 
jCoswig, endeavoured to . penetrate . their lines, 
were repulsed with heavy loss by General Wprpn- 
-•;zpWv On the 4th of September, the Crown Prince 
>of Sweden fixed his; head quarters at Rabenstein. 
|lis Highness npw directed the whole of his atten- 
tion to the necessary preparations for crossing the 
OEibe, by throwing Qvejr a^hridge at Roslau, with 
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the Corps of Swedes and Russians under his com- 
sfiand, and to- march to Leipsic. 

Njsipoleon, obstinately bent upon having his fii<» 
vonrite plan against Berlin put in executibni 
and but little dispirited by Marshal Oudinot'g 
miscarriage, fancied that the failure of the first 
attempt proceeded from the want of good disposi- 
tions. He accordingly gave Marshal Ney the 
command of the 4th, 7th, and 12th corps, and 
€he cavalry under the Duke of Padna ; who, since 
their very recent defeat, had sought protection 
under the walls of Wittenburg, to collect and or- 
ganize their remains. Marshal Ney joined his 
army on the Sd of September, and on the 4th he 
began those offensive operations that served as a 
prelude to the signal victory of Dennewitz. 

In the afternoon of this day General Dobschutz 
was briskly attacked, by a superior force, near 
Zahne; but this General defended his position 
with such bravery and prudence, that the French, 
after many fruitle$s attempts to force him, were 
repuU^d, and driven back into their intrenchments 
near Wittenburg. The whole of tlie Ifith French 
corps renewed their attack on General Dobschutz, 
on the 5th, m the morning; and, after a bloody 
combat, and acts of heroic bravery on the side of 
^he Prussians, t|)ey got possession of the position** 

* A young Prussian officer being taken prisoner in the early, 
part of the action, he was copyeyed in all baste to the rear^ 
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tJpop wblph) General von Tau^xienf was ^ 
tacked at Seyda, dislodged • by. Mperior numbers^ 
a^d the Fr.eoch; occupied the post. The Cronvn 
Prince of Sweden occupied, on the 6th, the 
heights of Lobessen* General von BiUow, upon 



iUi'd brought, without any preparatory intimation whatever, into 
Ae .presence of Napoleon, at Bahme ; who, in his usual hurry^ 
fig manner,, finit asked him questions, ooncennng his nanu^ 
pmk in the anny, and the. r^pbnent to which hf bdonged^ ^ai^ 
then abruptly demanded : 
'" Where IS Bernadotte?" 

•* I do not know such a person,** answered the qfficer. 

K Weil, well ; I mean the Prince of Pont&Cbnro«" 
. ^'Ilqiowjuatasfittleall^thim/' 
^ << Bah! where is the Crowa Prince of Sweden ?'' 

•* b ! I know him very well :— he is— I do not Ipiow where 
be is exactly ; but — he is every where, I believe-^— !** 
' l^apoleon turned his back oh the officer, with a furfpus frown, 
tad disraiBsed him. 

, * General Tauensien was; with the Crown Priac^ of Sweden, 
on the 5th, at his head-quarters at Rabenstein, to be preseafc 
at a conference held concerning the measures to be adopted* 
In the evening, on his return to his corps at Seyda, being un^ 
acquainted with the result of this affair, he Struck into the 
wrong road, and soon fbund himself surrounded by parties of 
Afi enen^y, - Firmness and presence : of mind saved him* On 
being challenged by the enemy's patrqles,- the Gei^ral imd hi| 
adjutants represented themselves as Saxon officers of the regi- 
ment of Printe Anthony, and were accordingly suffered to pass 
on unmolested; they happily reached the Ginieral'ti corpsj 
which,' together with the advanced-guard^ un^er General yot^ 
Dobschutz, had in the mean time made a retrograde movemei^t 
to Jizterbock. ' * ^' *'^ ' . ' 
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ito bfHf)g reported, tff lf^im% Ibat the French wmiy 
was iq mpt^oq, in tby directioQ of Zahne^ with hif 
u^tt^lppo^jtitude 9n4 il^cfsjiop daterniined on 
falHng^pqq the.i)ear.aqd left flank of the eneiny's 
armjiMMd ia qonsequ^nce is^<s4 .ordera for hi^ 
troops to concentrate thei^s$lve$> near Kur^^ 
Lippsdprf and Kaltenbom, (Sei Plan cf the Battk 
ff. jDem^ix.Jrr-ln the eyel^ing of the 5th, th« 
French corps were drawn up in. the vicinity of 
^a^iMlprf^i §pehau§CT,. aoftd Sey.da« . By bceak of 
dayjt pa th^HSth^ Marshal Ney begato his opera? 
tions* The 4th corps, under Bertr^bd, marched 
by .the way/ofj^auudorf to Jiiterbock; tht 
7th €prps> under ^JleypiiBri t^ ^ohrheok ; ^w4 
the ; 13% Mf^ex Oiidiiwlti toy^»Ti^ Qehna. Af 
a feint, the .4th corps was to turn Jiiterbock) 
t;o ngiask the march of tlje two others corps- The 
e^^y knew nothing pf General von .Biibw's 
movement, lie having ordered no watch-fires to. he 
lighted durii^ tbe/night« The;diviskm Mocandf 
forming tjie advanced-guard of Bertrand^s corps-; 
fell with iLmj)etuqsity. dn General von Tauenzien's 
§dv;5Lnced-tguard ; but>the moment, the intentions 
of the enemy were developed by this attack, Ge- 
neral yon Billow put himself in march with his 
corpsV. to attack the left flank of the French, re- 
porting his in,tention to. the Crown Prince,* and 
d^jriring (General von.Bofstel might be sent, to 
fomi hi* supports In the mean tSme, General von 
'fanerijsien bore the brunt prBertrand'simpetupiw 
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i^ttieimpts to 'force him frorfi his position, and gal* • 
kutly stood his ground. General von B\i!ow 
brought up in haste his artillery, and briskly can-^ 
faanaded the enemy, to afford General von Tau- 
enzien some advantage from his demonstiation. 
An obstinate conflict, attended with variou3 8uc«r 
cess, now tpok place, in the course of which Ge- 
neral von Thiimen's division stormed the village of 
Nieder-Gersddrf, and maide a great slaughter of 
the enemy. For four hours the battle raged with 
indescribable fury. The enemy, driven from Nie- 
der-Gersdbrf, still made a most lively resistance. 
Marshal Ney had sent the 7th corps to sup* 
port the hard-pressed 4th, and with it menaced 
Billow's right flank. The great superiority of the 
enemy's force, particularly of artillery, obliged 
the divisions of Bulow's right wing to take up a 
more advantageous position in the rear; and al- 
though the reserves were evidently sufficient to 
preserve the position taken, yet the prospect of 
being able to act on the offensive was, at this 
juncture, very doubtful. In this important mo-, 
ment General von Borstel''^ arrived on the ground 



* That thi$ bi^ttlQ termiDated so glor^usly U^t the Prussia^ 
arms, and so disastrously to the French, may be n^ttributed in 
part to the prompt suppcirf aft>rd^d to Genera} Tauenzien^ 
right wing by the boldnnoveBientof^GeiieMal ron BorsjteL Hit 
latter General was in line w;ith ^e Swedish army till eleven 
o'clock A. M. 0^ thet 6th., wh§n he received pikers to niaroh 
with his corps of Prussim^s tq Eckmannsdprf ; but having ha4 
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With' his ecTrps. This excellent Geaerali by t 
forced march, and' overlooking trivial formalities, 
has, by his vigorous conduct on this occasion, 
established his fame, and added another name ^o 
the list of Prussian worthies. By immediately 
stornring the high grounds to the right of Gehls*' 
dorf, at the head of his brigade, he broke the 
enemy's line, aind paved the way to the glorious 
conclusion of the battle of Dennewitz. During* 
thesse events. General Tauenzien kept firm in bis 
post lion. A charge of French cavalry was • re- 
poll^ with heavy loss, and driven upon their own 
ini^t^y. General von Thiimen*s brigade forced 
the en^y upon Dennewitz, which, after an ob- 
, sthi^te resistance, was taken by storm. ^ ^ > 

It was in this manner that the second Prussiau 
eorps of iBiilow and Tauenzien, with the most 
tSiPb intrepidity and exalted bravery, kept the 



^e precaution jto send nn adjutant forward to Lieutenant-gene-* 
|:al von Billow for intelligence, he gained, at this crisis, the 
important information how necessary the presence of his corps 
was to support the right of General Tauenzien a position j andj 
givipgway tQ the gal}ant feeling of succou^ng his -brethren n\ 
ai'ips, be change^ his line of march to Gehlsdorf, sending a re« 
port pf his moven^ent to the right, to the Crowp Prince, and, 
happily arriving on the ground at the most dubious period pt 
the c<mflict, he drew up hiS' Iroeps to the right of General vo^ 
KxB^B division ; iwid, by lui impetuovis orifie% wit^l the bayonetli 
(ook Gehlsdorf, and the heights near it, by stoirm, almpst in- 
. stantanoQUsly ; which bold and prompt attack materially con^ 
ff Ibuted to the ultimate success of this brilUi^it day^ 
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^hoH Prenchrarmy, '70/)00.m«n strong* iufclieck 
fyf sevefa} hount, withstood the shock of all thetr 
i^rce onisets, repulsed, their reiterated charges at 
^ poittt of the bayooQ^^ and placed the crown of 
yictory on the brows of theii^ adored Monarch so 
firmly, as never more to be wrested from him by 

any ea/thly power whatever. 

. The Crown Prince of Sweden, who, upcm the 
first intelligence of G^nenl Xaii^nzien being at* 
tacked, had put himself in march from Lob^sseu 
to EckmanlLsdorf, now ,came into action. Four 
tfaous^d Swedish and Russijain cayalry, with horse^ 
artillery, attacked the French, corps. At the sight 
of such num^ous reinforcements^ Marshal Ney 
immediately beat a retreat, .pursued by 70 battft^ 
lions and 10,000 car^'idry, of the Allies, that had 
not been in. action. After the .French ,w:ere driven 
out of the woods near I>ennewit5j, their retreat 
was turned into 4 complete rout The French 
7th corps first gave way, and drew with it part 
of the 4th. Marshal Ney led on his reserves 
into fire, but a panic terror seemed to have seized 
the whole French army, and this General could 
iiot bring them to stand. The cavalry of tho 
Confederates charged, with an impetuosity border^ 
ing on fury, thi^.horse pf the enemy, that coverecl 
their retreat, and broke it entirely. The fugitives 
rode over their own infantry ; the confusion be* 
came general, and each sought his tndivifhial 
safety in flight, The 4th corps, and the c^-t 
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valry under Ney, retreated to. Dahnie, and tho 
7th and 12th took the road to Schweidnitz. 

The loss of the French^ in this battle, was im- 
mense. More .than 10^000 priso^ersi 80 pieces of 
cannon, 400 tumbrils^ 3 pair of colours^ and 1 
standard, fell into the hands of the victors. 

On the 7th General yon Wobtser attacked 
Pabme> carried it, and made 2500 prisoners. TiiC 
mst of the French corps fled towards Annaberg. 

Thatheroic jBxaniple, which the Prussians gave 
thp world on this day, will be handed down to 
fu^re ages, in the rejttaembrapce of every . warrior^ 
whose breast glows with the pure flame of pa* 
triotism; and wi)l serve to animate, in after-times, 
^U those whose sacred duties may call them to 
fight for the civic freedopi and independence of 
Germany. 

Marshal Ney, with :the disorganized wrecks, of 
bis army^ crossf^d the Elbe at Torgau, and fixed 
his head-quarters at Eileiiburg, on the dth ; and 
his troops, went into pantonments in JLeip^ic and 
its vicinity. Here he employed hiniself till the 
25 th, in recruiting and reinstating his shattered 
corps. The Crowp Prince of Sweden, with the 
Biain body of the Northern army, moved down 
the right bank of the Elbe, towards Roslau, 
livhere he commanded considerable works to hfi 
thrown up,, to serve as a tfete de pont to a bridge, 
which he intended to throw across the Elbe at 
(hat pl^ce* A. swarm of Cossacks, was sent over 
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the Elbe, towards Dessau and Cothen. General 
von Bulo^ was posted biefore Wittenburg. The 
advanced-guard of General Tauenzien occupied 
Elsterwerda and Hoyerswerda. General Wobeser 
stood at Falkenburg. The Russian light troops 
blockaded Torgau. Detachments from the North- 
em army now scoured the country in all direc- 
tions in the rear of the French grand army, with 
constant success. General von ^ttlow bombarded 
Wittenburg, in the night of the fi5th. Marshal 
Ney, having at this time recovered from tiis panic, 
and fore3eeing how pernicious the threatened 
passage of the Northern army over the Elbe at 
Roslau, might prove to the French grand army, 
if it should experience any reverses, now made 
demonstrations to attack the grand army of tlie 
Crown Prince, and to destroy the bridge at Ros- 
lau ; but he was repulsed in several partial ai&irs, 
and the month of September ended very bonoui'* 
ably to the Swedish arms. 

Quitting the Northern army for the present, 
we will follow the operations of the Bohemian 
army, 

The grand Bohemian army, having derived every 
advantage froip its short breathing-time, soon 
found itself in a renewed state of vigour, to enter 
the lists again with Napoleon. Having received 
reports that Napoleon was in motion towards Si^ 
Jesia, the advanced-guardsi passed the frontiers, 
and the light cavalry, on the 5tb and 6th, appestreU 
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before Dresden; Geperal Count yon Wittg^nsteia 
arrived, on the Sth^ at Dohna* Napoleon mad|$ a 
demonstration t;owards Bohemia, and General yo^ 
Wittgenstein retired upon the grand army. On 
the 12th, Napoleon, with a considerable part of 
his army, was at Barenstein. It was in vain tha^ 
the Confederates waited for him with nearly 
150,000 men, in the same position which had prov« 
ed so fatal to Vandanime. Napoleon appeared irre^ 
solute, and drew in his advanced posts; the Allies 
followed step by step ; and he returned to Dresden 
on the 13th, his army taking the following posi- 
tion towards Bohemia. Count Lobau was posted 
with the 1st corps at Nollendorf; Marshal St 
Cyr occupied the heights of Borna, and the defiles 
of FUrstenwalde; Marshal Victor stood in posi^ 
lion at Altenburg, with the 2d corps; and 
. Marshal Mortier was in camp at Pima, with the 
young guards. 

. It wias deemed proper to recontioitre the whole 
of the enemy's line on the 14th; and, for this purf* 
pose^ several corps were piished on in advance, 
who succeeded in obtaining some advantages. 
Napoleon, in judging that the Allies meditated 
a grand attack, left Dresden on the 15th, and 
advanced, with his whole disposable force, q^ 
the route to Bohemia. On the 17th, he reached 
Nollendorf; some partial affairs were favourable 
to the allied arms, and he was repillsed with 
\oss, to the heights near that place. It ho( 
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lying iti the plan of operations laid dowtf By Ibe 
Conf^erates, to pursue Napoteou through the de- 
files of the Saxon mountains, he was permitted td 
retrace his steps to Dresden, where he arrived 
once more on the Slst of September, from his 
unfortunate expeditions into Bohemia. The proxi* 
mity of Bliicher's army urged him to leave it 
&gain on the 22d ; and his return, on the 24th, was 
accompanied by no laurels, no arrogant bulletin^ 
and no one mark proclaiming the presence of the 
conqueror of Europe, and '^ the first captain of the 
ageV 

The affairs of the Confederates assumed, at thi^ 
epoch, the beginning of October, the most fa- 
vourable aspect at all points ; and from their uF- 
terior operations during this month, the most' for- 
.tunate results might be with confidence expected* 

* Early in the month of October, Napoleon held a council 
of war at Dresden, at which all his Marshals and Generals, of 
Engineers in the field assisted. After some very unimportant 
matters had been discussed, he demanded their undisgubed opif 
luons on the state of things, the positions of the enemy, and the 
situation of his army* 

They all unanimously gave him the advice to withdraw, with 
the grand body of his army, behind the barriers of the Rhine^ 
to organize it anew, and then to face the Confederates in th# 
field. 

On hearing this. Napoleon started up in a rage, vowing tha^ 
if they had lost all confidence in him, they mi^^ht of themselves 
seek their way back to France ; but he should, for his part^ find 
^aas; indespite of theii)^ to crush the enemy hunself. . ' 
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A cotivention was signet!, otf the* 8th of October, 
between Prince Reuss and General von Wi'ede, by 
virtue of ^Ihich Bavaria made a cditinjon eati^e 
with the allied powers; and her powerful co-ope- 
ration for thd indi^pcndence of Germany, might 
be daily elcpected. We hasten, in consequence^ 
to give a detailed description of; those military 
events whldhf will ever render this month memo- 
rable in history, and endeavour to facilitate the 
perception of those stratoctatjc manoeuvres, that 
have immortali2ed the name of Bliicher and the 
august Allies, by stating the exact position of alt 
the allied armies on the 1st of October, 1813. 

The grand Bohemian army was still in its posi- 
tion Hear Toplitz; some detachments of its light 
troops bad penetrated through the defiles of thft 
mountains into Saxony. General von Bennigse^ 
had arrived with his army, and taken post on th« 
J right wing. 

The Silesian army occupied the right bank of 
the Elbe, from Stolpe to Elsterwerda, and had its 
advanced -posts cl6se to Dresden. The head- 
quarters were at Elsterwerda. 

The Northern army observed the right bank of 
the Elbe,, from Hertzberg to Zerbsl, kept up a 
direct communication with the Silesian army, and 
detached light troops on the left bank of the Elbe. 
The French army was in a manner surrounded 
and liedged in by these three armies. Napoleoft^ 
was at Dresden with his guards^ and tlie Ist^ 
S 
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ScV 5th, nth, and the shattered remains of tlie 
IS til corps of his army. The 2d corps stood near 
Freiburg; the 8th, together with the cavalry, un- 
der LefebvreTDesnouettes, near Penig and Alten- 
burg; the cavalry of the Duke of Padua at Leip; 
sic ; «and the 6th corps was on its march thither^ 
where it arrived on the 2d of October. , Marshal 
Key was with the 4th and 7th corps, inear Dessau f 
and Marshal Augereau, who had left Wur^burg on 
the 26th of September, was on his march to Jena, 
having orders to join the grand army with the 
greatest celerity : his corps was estimated at 
16,000 men. 

It was easy tq perceive that a simultaneous and 
.combined operation, on the part of the allied 
armies, verjging to one point, must very shortly 
produce a decisive blow. 

At this important period, the whole of Europe 
felt within herself a shuddering fear, an anxious 
•state of incertitude, that kept e2;pectatrou wound 
ijlp to the highest pitch, and set at nought the 
issues of cool reasoning and deliberate reflection. 
It was clear to the coQiprehensiou of every ijiau, 
that, a mighty conflict, at once decisive and 
destructive, must be approaching. The Teu- 
tonic nation, miserable and oppressed, disgraced 
in their honour, and humiliated in their name, 
longed for the hour of retribution, and consequent 
liberty, that they might return to the enjoyment 
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rf those happy times^ wheo^ blessed with in^^pend' 
ence, no foreign, foe dared attienipt to rob them of 
tlieirfoirth^rightSi The priorevents of this campaign 
lad caused a (K>q$iderable agitation in the mind» 
9i the pepple in Germany. , Patriotic zeal hadL 
^^idODoed afresh^ and the ancient deadly hate to^*^ 
"^ards the Frcfnch had taken deeper root than ever: 
sources from whence that enthusiasm mainly 
sprimg, which proved so disastrous, in its effectSj^ 
^o the fortunes of the cruel and unrelenting. Des- 
pOtpn the. plains of Leipslc. . 

; The. forces of the Confederates, by the arrival 
of Q^ieral Bennigsen with the Polish- Russian,^ 
arniy pf 40,000 m^n, had been considerably aug-, 
inented^ and the plan of the Ailies» of crossing the 
Elj^ w'ith'their se\'eral armies in conjunctron, could 
miM^ be carried into execution. ^ 

* S^nniga^n could occupy t^rince Schwartzen* 
Ijerg'*^ ppsjiion in Bohemia, and the latter march. 
hi^^fmy into Saxony in the direction of Leipsic,, 
tfi.fOfm a jonctipn with Blucher and the Crown 
Pri$cei who wefe to. come from the right bank of 
the Elbe}:an^, by this combined manoeuvre, con*, 
verge the whole mass of their effective strength 
in the rear of the. French army, and thus compel 
]^apoleon to quit his strong position at Dresden,. 
sgotd qon^train him to a general decisive battle. ^ ^ 
A more, daring promptness, vigour, and alacrity,^ 
in carrying on an op^ation with an army, than^ 
our bold, enterprising Hero showed, when effecting 

p 
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his passage over the Elbe, were surely iiiMrer exl»* 
bited in any former exploits of the like nature* 

General von Blucher, at the head of the gallant 
Silesian army, broke up from Elsterwerda and its 
iicinity, oh the 1st of October, and waa the ftrst to 
commence oiFensive operations, by a sudden, rapids 
toid unexpected march, that completely confautoded 
the enemy. After leaving the two corps of Generals 
Count Bubna and Prince Czerbatow, before Dres* 
den, he reached HerBberg on the 1st of October^ 
and Jessen on the 2d, with his whole army; audi 
though clogged with the conveyance of two 
1>ridges of pontoons, he marched with such asto* 
nisfaing rapidity, as to reach Elster, a village situ- 
ated between Annaburgh and Wittenberg, near 
Ae confluence of the river Elster with tlie 
Elbe, on the evening of the Sd, and succeeded in 
thrcrwing two bridges of pontoons over the Elbe 
the same night, in the face of the enemy; atfd 
«irly in the morning of the Sd, the Silesian army 
began to defile over them. (See Plan of the Battle 
qf J)ennemtz.)'^GeneT2i\ Count l^ertrand, who had 
departed from Dessau in the night of the 1st of 
October, had already taken up an klinost impreg* 
nable position, with about 20,000 men, near War* 
tenberg, on the left bank of the Elbe, The corps 
of General von York was the first to pass the 
bridges, dtid they soon encountered the enbmy, 
who in vain endeavoured to prevent or bbstruct 
their deploying over. Prince Charles of Meek* 
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lerfburg Tras ^etacbed, by General von Bliicher, to 
turn the enemy's right flank, in the direction of 
Bleddin ; glaring which operation, Bliicher himself 
attacked the front- of the enemy*s position. Princo 
Chades harl a warm affair, and the French retarded 
his advance nearly two hours ; but the village of 
Bleddtn W4S stormed, and the enemy driven from 
bis position. 

At two o'clock, p. M. the Silesian army had gain^- 
ed a complete victory, although only von York*$ 
corps had come into fire, the Russian troops hav- 
ing followed later, and been drawn qp as reserve. 
The enemy fled towards Kemberg apd Wittenberg, 
and was hotly pursued, sword in hand, at all point3. 
The trophies consisted of 11 pieces of artillery, 
^ tumhi'ils, and above 1000 prisoners. In conse- 
quence of this fortunate combat, General von BlU^ 
cher moved his bead-quarter$ tp Piiben ojx tbt 
5th of Optober », . 



* Bliicher received, soon after this victory, the firflowing at)t 
tograph letter frotn his Soyerei^; 

♦* General yon Bliicher, T^UtZy Oct* 8, 1818» 

<< The manner in which you have forced the passage 
of the }^t porps d'arm^e oy^r the Elbe, i^n4. the advantages yo^ 
liave guned oyer the enemy near War^enberg, have exal^edi 
^oor fame still higher, and l^d fresh claims to tny thanks. Jn 
ttfuressing them to yon, I 4dd the wish th^t you may tliereiii 
^d the greatest proof of my satisfaction, combined with xpf 
jn^ntion pf malting them publicly Icnown to you. 
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No sooner had the new« of this grand move- 
• ment of Blucher's reached the head-quarters of the 
Ctown Prince of Sweden, than, with a readinefs 
<that reflects upon him great honour, and solely 
;bent^on a powerful and immediate co-operatio^ 
-^he marched the whole Northern army, under his 
^command, over the Elbe at Roslau and Acken, on 
the 4th and 5th of October, Several, other corp$ 
j^assed the Elbe at this period. General Count 
*Tauenzien marched to Halle. The Crown Prino? 
.took up his head-quarters at Dessau, and pushing 
forward his advanced-posts to Raguhu and Jesniti^ 
opened a communication with Bliicher's army ; 
and on the 7th, the Crown Prince and General von 
Blucher formed a junction with Prince William of 
.Prussia, at Miihlbeck, on the Mulda. The joint 
forces of the two armies, amounting to 125,000 
jnen^ had taken ^ a firm footing on the left bank 
of the Elbe. None but the most active measuje; 
were now adapted. In the interim. Napoleon had 
left Dresden, marched on the 9th to Eilenburg, 
Jtiiid on the 1 0th, to Diiben ; he seemed to hav^ 
the intention of attacking the Silesian army, and 
to' entertain hopes of meeting it singly in the fieM ; 
but buf veteran General had foreseen his move* 
rhents, and, in conjunction with the Crown Prince^ 
|eft his position on the Mulda, marched onwards, 
and passed the Saale. The. Silesian army marched 
to Halle, and the Northern army to Rotbenburg; 
and Bernburg. • The Crown Prince ordered Gene-: 

•' • .. 3 
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I'kl von Tauerizien to proceed to Dessau, to observe" 
the passage of the Miilda, to cover the bridge af 
Roslau, and, if necessary, to collect all the detach- 
ments on the right bank of the Elbe, and, accord- 
ing to circumstances, to cover the Marches of 
Brandctiburg from the enemy. This corps con- 
centrated itself at Dessau oii the 10th of -October, 
and the General pushed his advanced-posts to Ora?^- 
nienbaum and Worlitz. '^ 

" This bold march of the Silesian army astonished- 
Napoleon; nay, it almost confounded him: he* 
little expected such manoeuvres, so well conceived,- 
and a combination of movements, however coni- 
plex in appearance, yet so' simplified in their rapitf 
execution. He found the two armies drawn up in* 
battle array on the Saale, and wisely desisted from* 
any attack. 

Frustrated in his plan of fighting Blucher sepa^ 
fately, Napoleon seems to have suddenly changed 
his line of operations, and to have intended ftiak-- 
ing Magdeburg the centre of his ulterior enter- 
prises. To follow out this plan. General Reynier 
Was ordered to march to Wittenberg, and to act 
on the right bank of the Elbe ; and Marshal Ney 
was to proceed to Dessau, and occupy that plated 
These movements were executed on the 11th of 
October. General Count von Tauenzien, on the 
first report of these events, felt, very strongly, 
tlie possibility of his being attacked by superiof 
pumbers, and therefore determiuied to withdraw' 

*3 
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6ver the Elbe, to call* in all detachments, and; iti 
tODJunctipn with General von Thtimcn beford 
tVittenberg, take up a defensive position to covei* 
Berlin^ Aflel* some partial afFairs with the enemy^ 
the two Generals marched to Zerbst on the 12th| 
and from thence to Potsdami in the mean time^ 
General Reynier, with the fth corps^had only 
made a demonstration, and had returned to Wit- 
tenbetg. This operation, however, of Kapoleon^ 
^t the moment, induced the Crown Prince of Swe<* 
den to suppose that he bad the intention of throw* 
ing himself towards Magdeburg, in the direction 
of Wittenbfcrg, down the right bank of the Elbej 
^t)d to paralyze, as mttch as possible, the effects of 
this manoeuvre, his Highness made his army re** 
))ass the Saale> and march towards Cothen. This 
was a very judicious step, and proclaimed the 
inilkary talents and penetration- of the Crown 
Prince in a very eminent degree, forming a strikr 
ing contrast to those tardy, vacillating measures 
that) subsequently, in so unaccountable a manner^ 
directe4 the operations of the Swedish army i for» 
if Napoleon really intended to reach Magde- 
burg by the way of Wittenberg, the Crown Pi-ince 
could thus encounter him at Zerbst, and force him 
to give up his plan> or else to fight; in which case 
the Silesian army might act with success in Napo^- 
leon^s rear* Early on the 14th, tlie fth French, 
corps was at Wittenberg ; the 8d, at JDessau ; the 
6th^ at Delitsch > and the imperial guards at DU« 

4 
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i}«ii^ In direct opposition^ however^ to all , th^^. 
seeming intentions of reachii^g Magdeburg, Napo-, 
leoi^ on this day, caused all his corps d'armide ta 
fyce about, a|id|,by fori::ed marchesi to direct their 
rnute to Xeipsicy where be arrived at noon the $zxo^ 
ijay with his guards,^ taking up his quarters at 
Eeudnit/*9 a short distance from that place. Tlie 
•ound policy of this inarch is ever, to be doubted^ 
synd it will always remain a problem why Napo^ 
]eoa did not prefer the fine position behind the 
S^Lsd/df soieasily in his power to take, rather than, by 



* On the 14tWof October, Napoleon took up hirbead-qutr* 
Mrt lit the oouAtry-houie of a banker of Leipsic, at BettdBita, 
miMr that pkce. The ap^i^ent he occupied wa^ huny roiin4 
tKith a few exceUent English print9; representing wome of the 
last melancholy scenes of the life of the unfortunate Lewis XVI, 
The prints must have arrested his attention; and what an im« 
ptesaioA musft they not have made iiiion him i what Mrious re* 
f0tSioM niust they net have create4 iahtiniinill The sane 
Ikircme hom wluish he had shaken ba)f the i^oternments of Eu« 
jofe to their foundations, was stained with the blood of him 
who here, in the last momentis of his sufferings, seemed to re* 
fnind'hhn how fleeting and evanescent is human greatness. No 
Moedi unjustly shed^ filled him with i^ieuioree ia the hour -of 
4en^ who wi^ once befeved to endiusiiism by lho s^o^e pe9|^ 
WW griHming under N^ipoleon's iron sceptre^ 

7o have observed the eniotions of thisi gloomy man, when he 
glanced his eye over these mementoes of fallen^ degraded ma* 
jesty/n^ight, to many, have been invaluable ; and it may be pre* 
-aumed that thecie faii|t resemblances of the departed victims of 
.popular ftttyjQMdeadib^r frapaessioD on the tyv^t tb^ntbehosU 
9( ffn^^^V^'^^^^'^f^^M^^^^^^^ ^t th^n ^DTTQunded hioir 
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marching to Letpsic, suffer him^f to be iurtrdund-* 
€d by the allied armies, and no choice lefb him; 
but to give battle whenever the Gorifederates 
pleased. The Grown Prince marched his army to 
Halle on the 15th, and General von Blttcher ad-^ 
ranced the same day, with the Silesian army, to 
Skeuditz. 

♦ We will now turn our attention to the puoceed** 
ings of the grand Bohemian army, since the Is^ 
of October, that our readers may be prepared t* 
ibrm a clear idea of that unequalled scene which 
was preparing to be acted on the wide field <^ 
carnage aroijnd the city of Leipsic. 

The grand Bohemian army bad put itself in ra<M 
tion in the beginning of October, and, in the dl^' 
ruction of Gommotau, proceeded in several heavy 
columns to Saxony. Prince Sch\vart2enbarg left 
Jpplit? on the 4th of Qetoberi and arrived at Ma» 
rienbucg on the 5th. Th^e EmpercHr df Russia,^* 
Emperor of Austria, and the King of Prussia, likes 
wise followed the route of the grand army. On 
the 5th of October it occupied, thp follo\(ring pos^- 
'tio^s : tl^e Aust^^ia^i Fi^ld-mar^hal Crenneville w« 
^ostpd, with the light troops, at Zweckau; Geae^ 
ral Meerveldt's corps at Marienburg; General Kle- 
*iiau*s corps at Chemnitz ; the Russian an^ Prus- 
sian corps, under General 9arclay jle Tolly, an^ 
the reserves under the Grand Duke Constantiq, 
i stood likewise in position near Zweckau; General 
ypn Bennigserij and Oount Colloredo, with thei^ 
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^veral corpsj reoccupied the positions of thd 
grafid Army near TopKtz. It being known that 
Napoleon was strll in Dresden with the major* part 
of his apmy, this precaution was indispensably^ 
necessary to cover Bohemia from any irruption onr 

this side. 

. General Prince von Lichstenstein was ordered, 
will) a corps of light troops, to advance;, by tfad 
way of Eger, Hof, and Schleitz, and, in co-opera*i 
tion with General Threleman, to retard the n^a^ch 
of Augereau's corps upon Leipsip* 
. Some partial engagements took place hy the ad^ 
vance of the several corp& durmg the 6th. Gener 
lal Count WJttgeasteia marched with his ^corps^ 
on the 7th, to Al ten burg ; and General Rlenaa or* 
dered General Mohr to occupy PenF^, which, aftef 
a smart action with th§ enemy, was t^k^n 4>o?se$r 
sion of. . The head-quarters of the Commander-iiir 
chief, Prince Sehwartzenberg, were transferred to 
Chemnitz, on the 8th. The adv^ced-gaard of 
General Mohr drove the French from tfie lieights 
near P^nig, and forced them to fall back pp9n 
Rochlitz on the ^th. General Count Flatow 
scoured the country in the vicinity of Leipsic^ and 
endeavoured to op^n a comirjunication with the 
Crown Prince, . , 

The offensive movements of the allied powers, 
pow undertaken on a scale bold, grand, and ener-- 
getic, are not, perhaps, to be equalled by any .mi- 
litary operations recorded in modern history. Th^ 
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Confederates^ by their exeoitioo^ exposed theb 
richest provinces to the inroads of the enemy, and^ 
by attempting to throw themselves between Na^^ 
poleon and France, left close in their rear an 
army of 200,000 men \ headed by an enterprising 



* According to dispatches, which afterrards fell into the 
hands of the C^^nfederates, it appears, from the Mtuter-maater* 
geoeraTa return, Aat the F!r««cl| army, prior to the battle of 
X«e^ic^ consisted of the foliowing corps and eiiBctive aiunben^ 

Blen; 

Qldgmurds ..r*^-*- 4,000 

Young guards .*-...*.,--- 24,000 

Cavalry of the guards - - * - - * - v- * - 6,000 

ist Corps d'arm^e-'-MiSulon-Lobati** * * ^ • ». 6,eoe 

ffd ^ • • ^ >' Victor * - w y -. - - •'I .18,000 

jW • * - • - Ney - - * 22^000 

4th * ^ ^ • >. Bertrand ^ ...... . 14,000 

fth . ^ . - - Lauriston - - - - - - . 10,000 

^th • - o - • Marmont ....*..« 20,000 

9th Beynier ..*.•>*** g^ooo 

Sth Poniatowsky 10,00P 

11th « « - . Macdonald 14,000 

14th - » - . Goiivion St. Cyr - * * * - 20,000 

. i . . - » Auget^au . - i * - - - 10,000 

|8tDivisioiiofcavalfy-^Latour«MattbOurg* k • • 6|000 

Sd - - • « * - Sebastian! 6,000 

Sd Padua S,000 

4th ... * - . Valmy 4,000 

5th ... * ^ - MiUiaud i,000 



The tst and 14th corps remained in Dresdei^. 
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ttitiitary genius^ and a number of strong holds well 

garrisoned) while they themselves had no fortified 

{>Iace to serve them as a rallying point, or as a pa* 

sition to rest upon^ But the. superiority of num^ 

bars which the Allies, now possessed, the glow oC 

patriotism that pervaded the country into, which 

they had entered, and an unbounded confidenai 

in themselves, placed them out of fill danger, at 

to the consequences,, however (Exceptionable such 

laeasiires might be^ when judged by military rules. 

Napoleon, meanwhile^ hastily left Dresden, with 

the King of Saxony, on the 7th, to prevent fai$ 

being completely cut off; and arrived at WurzeA 

on the 8th, accompanied by the Sd, ith, and 1 1th 

(porp6> and his guards. To mask, in somemeasuN^ 

his march, Marshal Macdonald, with a small corpii 

attacked General Bubna near Stolpen, but was te*- 

pulsed with loss. On the 8th, General Biibna pui> 

«ued his advantages, and stormed the t^te de pw^t 

at Pima. 

On the 9th, the advanced-guards of the grand 



l%e conlederate army, at this period, hifti been iestimated as 
foDows: '* 

Mcii# 
1. Grand army, under Schwartssenbetg • •' * • 14(^000 

S- Northern army, under the Crown Frmce - - * . 50,000 
is. Silesian army, under Bl&cher ..*••• 50,000 
4^ Russian-Polish army, under Bennigsen ^^ » - 40,000 

880,000 
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Bohemian arttiy drove back the eiiemy at different' 
points, near Mittweyda and Walheim, and took a 
number of prisoners. i 

General Prince von Lichtenstein, in conjunction 
with Gtoeral Thieleman, attacked Augereau on the 
10th, near Naumbutg; and, after an obstinato 
conflict; in which the French lost 1500 men, the' 
Allies were, at last, obliged to yield to the superi-^ 
0i*ity of numbers, and to retreat to Zeitz. 

The advanced-guard of General Count Witt- 
genstein, under the command of General Count 
Pahfen, had a warm affair on the lOCh with the 
cavalry of Marshal Murat. The latter made ar 
vigorous resistance, but was, at the close of the 
affair, taken in flank, and obliged to fall back to* 
the advantageoHs position of Eylau, - 
' The grand Bohemian army, during these events; 
made progressive advances. Prince Schwartzen* 
bctg's head-quarters were removed to Altenbtirg 
on the llth; General Count Wittgenstein an'& 
Lieutenant-general von Kl^ist were at Boma", rfnd 
-Count B^ibna at Pillnitz. The general of artillery^ 
Jpount von (Jiulay, inarched, on the 12tb, wkh 
his corps, to Weissenfels, surprised Naumburg on 
^hp night of the 12th, made a number of pri- 
soners, aiid liberated 8 officers and 150 meiv, which 
the French had taken, in the affair at Wethau on 
the loth." ... 

The advanced-guards of Generals Count Witt-? 
^enstcin and Klenau were engaged in several wa^^ft 
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,attacks on the 12th and Iftth; repulsed the encmy^ 
^and took from hini€00 prisoners; pending whidh^ 
the grand confederate army advanced upon Leip^ 
sic, narrowing, at every step, its circle of opera- 
tions^ 

It being held highly important, under the pr(»» 
isent circumstances, that the CommandeNin-chiei^ 
J^rince Schwartzenberg, should know the. exact 
strength of the enemy, General Count Wittgen- 
stein wajs ordered, on the 14th, in combination 
with General Count Klenau^ to reconnoitre the 
enemy's positions. The French had evacuated 
Grobern and Gossa early in the morning, showing 
themselves in great force on the heights of Wa- 
cliau and Liebertwolkwitz. ..As soon as the advan- 
ced-guard, under General Count PahkQ, supported 
by General Wijttgenstein's cavalry, had penetrated 
beyond Grobern and Gossa, the Russian horse- 
artillery .cannonaded the enemy V masses of infan- 
try with great effect ; the allied infantry follow- 
]i^g,. drawn upin echelons^ 

. General Count Klenau directed his march to 
Liebertwolkwitz ; and, on finding the enemy had 
thrown a considerable body of infantry into the 
place, he stormed it at the head of the Archduke 
Charles's regiment*. The enemy, in consequence, 



^ It seems very probable that Napoleon^ on the' 14th q( 
October, was taken by surprise through the offensive ope- 
rations lof th^ Confederates from the side of Liebertw^kr 



Digitized 



by Google — 



1133 CAMFAIon 09 

drew up tlieir cavalry, near 8000 strong, into 4 
solid, compact body of great xlepth, supported by 
a nmnerouB and heavy artillery, and were led to 
the charge by Marshal Murat in ^person*. The 
first lines of Count Pahlen's cavalry were obliged 
to gi vet way to suofa superior numbers, and a fu-i 
ftous and bloody conflict with cavalry ensued cm 

■ ■ .mi -. f ■■ ' - .A • • ■ I II ., J II . 'm 

wltz. H^ W9S at bi8 bivouaok, near the gallows, not far from 
Leipsic, vrhen be or4er^(l one of hia adjutants to inquire of 9, 
Baton ofllcer, in what pan of the country the tOFrain of the 
ficM ^ bfijie Uy. Tbe Sawn ofllcer hiring given in bis db^ 
|aib, l^e wa« again asked, to be veiy particular and exact in h^ 
^scripUon, as the Emperor was anxious fqr informatim op 
which he pould depenji 

^ It is almost needless to observe, that much has already beeH 
before the public concemii^ tbe origin of Murat ; but whether 
irell-founded or otkenrise, we wil) not determine ; We sbaU contenl 
ourselves with stating that, from sources, the i^uth^nticity of 
which we have no reason to doubt, it has been ascertained that 
Murat is the 'son of a very rich landholder {n Provenpe, and 
was sent by his father to Toulouse to study theology, being in4 
tended foe the church. Toung Mur«t|, eafly «ad deeply im-* 
bued with an atli^ghment to military studies, devoted the occsff 
sional leisure afforded him, during his residence in Toulouse, to 
ihe cultivation of the art of war. After regularly finishing his 
theological studies, he, it seems, entered, without his father's 
consent, as a common si^ier, in the Ardenne rifle-^jorps. Iii 
die year 1792, we find him a Lieuteu^int in the constitutional 
guards of Louis J^VI. which were soon after disbanded. And 
itk 1793 he served in the army of the West as a violent repub^ 
Hcan, against the {loyalists; from which period Fortune has beeii 
pausualiy lavish tQ^9^xi» Ww m ibf distrfbutipn of her Hckl^ <*^* 
▼QWft 
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the plains of Wachau. The Russian horsci iti 
their usual brilliant style, charged the enemy on 
all sides, and repulsed him. The French cavalry 
tallied four times, returning each time with re- 
doubled fury to the charge ; but the Prussian oui<* 
rassiers and dragoons, under General Klenau, with 
conspicuous bravery resisted their impetuous at* 
tacks, repulsed them, and finally put them to the 
rout. Five hundred of the enemy lay dead on the 
£eld of battle ; and several hundred prisoners fell 
into the hands of the victors. General Count 
Wittgenstein, having now gained certain in^ 
formation that the fid, 5th, 8th, and Augereau's 
corps, under the immediate command of Marshal 
Murat, were in the field before him, ceased all 
fiirther attacks, and a heavy cannonade was qow 
kept up till night was far advanced. 

Prince Schwartzenberg's head-quarters were 
transferred to Pegau on the 15 th of October, an4 
the Austrian army likewise advanced iu the same 
direction. 

These positions of the respective armies render* 
ed a battle inevitable ; and it was resolved upon, 
at the head-quarters of the Confederates, that the 
general attack should be made on the morrpw,-^ 
(See Plan of the Battle of LeipsiCy No, I.) 

To present a faithful and striking picture of this 
gigantic battle of nations, fought in the environs 
of Leipsic, may be accounted the most difficult 
ta»k that ever was imposed upon a writer. This 
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migbty conflict seeks in vaiu for its equal in his^ 
tory ; its political consequences will extend through 
remote ^s; and all the dreadful evils that had 
been engendered out of the. detested French reVo-. 
}ution, and the diffusion of Jacobin principles, du* 
ring, a period of twenty-five y^ars, were, at on«^ 
l>lo\r, reduced to iwthing. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Victory nem^ Miickem — Battle of Leipsic — Progress 
of the Allies. 

Our veteran General, at the head of the Silesian 
army, left his position near Skeuditz, early on the 
l6th, to attack the enemy posted at Mockem. 
Marshal Marmont*, with the 6th corps, occupied 



* During the first week in October, Marshal Marmdnt 

had taken up his quarters at the country-seat of , at 

Sdionfekk, near Leipsic* The Serjeant, who one day com"* 
manded the guard before the house, had, by his insinuiftting ad- 
dress, gained the confidence of the steward left in charge of 
the premises, to whom he appeared an amiable, well-'informed 
young man. In the course of a conversation with him, he gave 
him to understand that his parents were people of substance in 
MaCrseilles, and he was a student at the University, when the strict 
enforcing of the conscription-laws had obliged him to march, 
although his father had already paid for a substitute. He had 
devoted his time, he said, to the arts and sciences ; but, like 
many thousands of his countrymen, had been compelled at last to 
make a campaign. << Ah, thus we are treated by our Emperor! 
•l4hils we iare driven to be slaughtered by his insatiable ambi« 
tion !" he exclaimed in a tone of despair — ** How often have I 
not sustained hunger ! what privations and fatigue have I not 
endured 1" A long string of degrading epithets against Napo- 
leon then followed with great volubility. The apparent frank- 
ness of his heart, and Ids youth,.excited pity ; and he was kindly 

Q 
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the position of Mockern and Eutritsch, havmg 
strong detachments at Lindenthal and Radefeld^ 
Marshal Ney, with the 3d corps, had stood on the 
right wing of the 6th corps as a support ; but ob- 
serving, at ten o^clock, a. m. that no enemy ap- 
peared on this side, he had inarched his corps off 
the ground in the direction of Connewitz. Ge* 
neral von York advanced on the road from Skeu- 
ditz to Leipsic, and General Langeron took th* 
route of Landsberg to the same place ; General 
von Sacken followed with the reserves. On Ge- 



treated with wine and a hearty meal by the good-natured, un- 
suspecting steward. 

The next morning early, the Marshal left the bouse wkh his' 
suite. Soon after, the whole of the poultry was missed from' 
the yard ; not a hen was left. In the course of the daj, the 
Marshal happened to return, with his troops, to the neighbour-* 
hood, and sent one of his adjutants to bespeak a good dinner at 
his old quarters. The robbery was immediately pleaded as an 
excuse for the impossibility of serving the table with poultry to 
the French taste. Marshal Marmont seemed much esuttperated 
that such delicacies should have escaped him> and ord^ed the> 
guard of the day before to be searchedi when, lo ! seven dS- 
Ike purloined cocks and hens were found, without their h^ads».tAi 
the possession of this young student of the arts and scienccSf. Hei 
received a sound flogging; and was placed at. the gate, with a: 
aentinel over him, for three hours, exposed to the taAinta And 
bitter jokes of his comrades. 

If every criminal and act of this kind in the French army 
had received such a punishment, that, and the whole army of. 
the Confederates together, had hardly furiushed sratinels ia: 
sufficient Dumber* 
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beral Langeron approaching Radefeld^ he fiell ia 
with the enemy at Freyroda; and after a sharp, 
engagement drovd them out of both places, con- 
tinuiiig his march to Gross-Wetteritsch, by the 
way of Breitenfeld. General von York pushed 
forwards his light troops, close to the river Elster, 
and dislodged the enemy, after a feeble resistance/ 
from the villages of Stameln and Wahren ; during^ 
which. General von York marched, with the main 
body of his corps, to Linden thai, carried the vil- 
lage, and drovTe the enemy towards Leipsic. Be- 
tween JEutritscb and Mockern, General von Yofk 
encountered Marmont's army, drawn up in order 
of battle. General von Bliicher ordered an imme- 
diate attack, about two d'clock, p. M, ; and a warm 
contest ensued. Marshal Marriflont supported his 
infantry by a battery of forty pieces of irtillery^. 
and General von York's whole corps came into fire ;: 
^nding which. General Langeron, upon the left 
wing, h^d- taken, lost, and retaken, alternately^ the 
villages of Gross and Klein Wetteritsch, and Mar- 
shal Ney had advanced again in support. The 
combat having continued for some time with du- 
bious fortune. General von Blucher caused the re- 
serves under General von Sacken to come intp; 
line; but before they could arrive on the ground, 
the two gallant corps already engaged had decided 
the day. The enemy were completely, beaten near 
Mockern, driven- out of this village, and com-^ 
pelled to quit every point of their position j thq 

q3 
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allied cavalry broke into their masses of iofantryj, 
a^d sorely pressed them as far as Eutritsch apd 
Gorlis, when night put an end to the pursuit.. 
Marshal Ney had arrived as support, but came too 
late to renew the battle with any prospect of suc- 
cess; and, as General Langeron pushed on with 
vigour from Wetteritsch, Marshals Ney and Mar* 
mont caused their two corps to cross tbd riv^r 
Partha at Schonfeld, leaving the villages of Gohlis^ 
Eutritsch, and Mockau but weakly, occupied, and 
taking up their head-quarters at the manor-house 
of Schonfeld. The Duke of Padua and General 
Doiiibrowsiky had withdrawn their corps to Pfaf- 
fendorf, and a part of their troops occupied the 
suburbs of Leipsic. The trophies th&tfell into the, 
hands of the dauntless Silesian army on this day^: 
consisted of I eagle, 2 standards, 43 pieces of can- 
non, 30 tumbrils, and above 2000 prisoners. It was 
at a critical moment of this battle that the brave 
General von York put himself at the head of his 
cavalry, and rushing, with the overwhelming force 
of an imprisoned flood, upon the enemy's bjattery, 
charged and carried it, taking thirty pieces of ar- 
tillery, with all their appendages, in the space of 
a few minutes. The invincible courage and intre- 
pidity of the Prussian cavalry were never more 
eminently displayed than on this day. The con- 
flict was murderous in the extreme ; but the a^-^ 
vantages, so dearly purchased, paved the way to 
that victory Qf victories which afterwards crowM4 
3 
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fbe allied arms on the plains of Leipsic. General 
von Bliicher's head-quarters were, on the 17th, at 
Lindenthal, near Breitenfeld ; General Langeron 
siade^.movemient with his corps towards the 
right wing of the enemy, drawn up in the. rear of 
Eutrit^ch. There being every reason to suppose 
that the Silesian afiny, in having so closely press- 
ed upon the enemy *s line, would be attacked in 
the course of this day by the united strength of 
Marmont's and Ney's corps, aided by reinforce- 
ments; the Crown Prince of Sweden was urged 
to hasten his march from Landsberg to Breiten- 
feld, to serve as a support. The Northei-n army, 
in coi^sequence, formed a junction with the left 
wing of the Silesian army, late in the evening of 
the 17th *. Lieutenant-general Wassiltschikoff, 



♦ The Northern army, under the command of the Crown 
Prmce of Sweden, had marched, in the morning of. the 17th, 
Irom its poisitioD near Landsberg, and bivouacked at noon on 
tjh0 heights of Breitenfeld. It was pretty generally known at 
head-quarters, that, when the Confederates resolved to retiew 
the attack- on- the positions of Napoleon, Jiear Leipsic, on the 
18th, the Crown Prince of Sweden was adverse to the measure, 
and started many difficiilties and objections. On this coming 
tfi^ the ears of our veteran General von BlUcher, feeling 
anxious for the events of the day, he determined tQ talk to the 
Prince himself, and therefore entreated Prince William of 
Prussia to accompany him to the Crown Prince, as he spoke 
no French, and understood the language but imperfectly. Ac-* 
^rdingly, very early in themorningof ^he 18th, they proceeds 
0d tQ IJis Hpyal Highness's head-^arters, at Breitenfeld. 

qa UpcKa 
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with a body of Cossacks and four regiments of 
cavalry, menaced the enemy's line between Eur 
tritsch and Schonfeld; a heavy cannonade ensued; 



Upon Prince William^s opening the object of their visit, men- 
tioning that the attack must at all events take [^ace, and Gene« 
raF Bluoher*s wish for his powerful and decisive coroperation ; 
the Crown Prince, in a hurried and hasty tone, exclaimed : 

^* Do but consider that you have to act against thejerocioiu 
uniameable spirit of a ti^er ! Reflect, thfit it is with Napoleon 
you enter the lists y toho has never as yet lost a battle!** 

Our veteran eagerly inquired what the Prinoe said, and, on 
bebg informed, replied in his usual firm manner : — << Tell HiS: 
Highness I shaU attach the enemy wherever I find him^ this 
morning, and shaU beat him too ; let mho fviU support me. De^ 
lay is all tve have to fear. Indedsidh can alone undo us.** 

The Crown Prince, however, still continued to state and 
repeat his difficulties and doubts : upon which Prince WilUam 
of. Prussia declared, ia the name of the Allies, << That aU 
though they could not prevent His Highness Jrom adopting those 
measures tiohich he might judge most Javourable to the issue of the 
campaign ; yet, as the general attack was determined upon, they 
should, on his refusal to co-operate in this momentous houPy be 
obliged to leave His Highness no other troops to command thtm 
his oton Swedes*^ 

Hereupon the Crown PHnce, with much warmth, replied:— 
*< What is it you mean? How am I to construe this language f^ 
Napoleon himself never dared to utter such abrupt remarks to^ 
wards me, as Marshal of France ^ which your Highness now thinks 
proper to make to me, as Crown Prince of Sweden.**^ 

Blucher, on these observations being explained to him, re- 
joined, with evident irritation and impatience :— ** If His High- 
ness is qfraid-^ifhe does nvt think himself strong enough, 1*11 let^ 
him have Langeron*s corps (which he actually did) ; but by G — 
/ shall make a greater impression on thejoe^ with my handful 
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and tiie French having drawn up their cavalry 
on their right wing, they were instantly charged 
sword in hand, anc^ driven with irresistible impe- 
tuosity into the rear of their owftinfantry, from 
whence they fled as far as the suburbs of Leipsic. 
Herei they were overtaken, the major part of them 
cut in pieces, and the rest made prisoners. The 
enemy's masses of infantry remained immoveable, 
during this brilliant and bold attack in their rear, 
and only kept up an irregular cannonade. The 
Prussian hussars brought back, their prisoners and 
five pieces of artillery, in safety, to the main body, 
though galled in their retreat by a heavy fire of 
musketry. The enemy then made a retrograde 
movement behind the Partha, drawing themselves 
closer round the city of Leipsic. Thus even the 
events of the 17th proved glorious to the Silesian 
army. We will now revert to the operations of 
the grand army of the Confederates since the 15 th. 
The Commander-in-chief, Prince Schwartzen-^ 
lier^,' issued, on the 15th of October, the follow- 
ing order of the day to his troops, frgm his head- 
quarters at Pegau : 

of men f than the Prince, as I see, mllmth his tens ofthousands*. 
Procrastination tpiUplay the devil with us. Here, I observe, toe 
may lose time. Let us be gone.** As Bliicher spoke these last 
words, the cannonade of the Bohemian army was distinctly 
heard. The Crown Prince did attack, but his artillery was, by. 
his tardy moTements, still too much in the rear to be up in 
time. 

V JUlated U th$ editor iy Saron vm K^ft, 

Q 4 
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'* Brave warriors ! The most important ^ock 
qf this sacred struggle is arrived.. The decisive 
hour is striking ; prepare for the fight ! That tie: 
il^hich binds puisaant nations together for one and 
the same object, will be drawn closer on the field 
qf battle. Russians! Prussians! Austrtans! you 
combat for the same cause, you combat for the 
liberty of Europe, for the independence of your 
country, for the honour and immortality of your 
name. 

*^ Onp for all ! All for one ! Let this be youa 
rallying cry, wlien rushing to battle. Be faithful 
to it in the decisive moment, and victory is yottr&: 

" Charles, 
Priuce of Schwartzenberg^ 
Field-marshaL" 

This energetic appeal could not fail of excitiftg) 
the greatest enthusiasm in the army, which eveiH 
tually gave victory to the allied arms, and liberty, 
and independence to the Teutonic nation. , 
. On the morning of the l6th, the confederatei 
army took up the following positions: (See Pbrn^ 
of the Battle qf Leipsic^ No. I.) 

The 3d Austrian corps, under the command 
of General Count Giulay, was posted on the left 
bank of the Elster, near Klein-Zschocher, and had, 
orders to attack the 4th Frendi corps^ staticaMd. 
near Lindenau. 

The 2d Austrian corps, under the command of 
General Count Meerveldt^ was placed on the left 
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bank of the Pleisse, having oirders to force the 
passage of this river, in the rear of the enemy'* 
right wing. 

The Austiian reserves, under the command of 
the Hereditary Prince of Hesse-Homburg, were 
drawn tip between the Pleisse and the £lster, near 
Zobigkerand Prodel. 

' The Russian corps d'arm^e tinder the conmiand 
of General Count von Wittgenstein, in conjunct 
tion with the first Prussian corps, under General 
vofL Kleist, took a position in the direction of 
Grobem, Gossa,.and Storm thal« The left wing' 
of this combined corps was ported in the rear of 
the village of Grobern, under the immediate ordessi 
of General von Kleist Two divisions formed the 
centre, posted behind Gossa ; and two divisions* 
of Russian grenadiers, under General von Rajew*^ 
sky, were drawn up as reserves in their rear. . 

- The 4th Austrian corps^ under the command' 
of General Count Klenau, ^ith a brigade of Prus** 
sians, under General von Ziethen, formed the- 
right wing, and occupied Gross-Possna. Those 
fine corps of Russian and Prussian guards, both 
foot and horse, with three divisions of Russian 
cuirassiers, formed the reserves of the whole grand" 
army, and were drawn up near Magdeborn ; the' 
cavalry under the Grand Duke Constantin, and 
the infantry under the oidefs of General Count 
Miloradowitsck 
The \yh0le of the Russian and Prnssian troops. 
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wefe -commanded by the General-in-chief Couul 
Barclay de Tolly* 

The troops were all under arms at six o'clock 
in the morning, and the attack commenced at 
agbt. 

Lieutenant-general Count Kleist made the first 
movement, by advancing by Grobern and Croster 
■witz towards Markkleeberg, opening upon the 
enemy a smart cannonade, and brisk fire of sharp* > 
shooters. They were soon dislodged from the 
village, and, in spite of repeated attacks, he con- 
tinued to maintain himself in it throughout the 
day. At the same time, the corps of the Prince 
of Wiirtemberg moved upon Wachau, attacked 
the village and the wood near it, carried them 
both, and forced the enemy to retire. The Prince 
of Gorcaakow advanced from Stormthal upon 
Liebertwolkwitz, but arrived later on account of 
ibe distance. The right wing, under Count 
Klenau, marched by the way of Gross-Possna,. 
and took post upon the heights to the right of 
this village, menacing, by this movement, the 
flank of the enemy's position at Liebertwolkwitz. 
. The 2d corps of Austrians^ posted on thie 
extremity of the left wing of the grand army, 
commenced likewise the. attack, by opening a 
lively fire of riflemen, from the low woods on the 
If ft bank of the Pleisse ; but the ground presented 
so many insurmountable obstacles to the bringing: 
up of artillery^ that tjje pl^n conceived, by th? 
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Fielcl-marshal Prince of Sc^iwartzeuberg, could pq^ 
be promptly execqted. 

Napoleon was not wanting in making fais dish 
positions, on the first approach of the confederate 
columns. The whole of the 8th corps, unde^ 
prinpe Poniatowsky, received orders to defend the 
village of Dosen, .and the passages pf the Pleiss^ 
from Copnewitz to Markkleeherg. ^lavshal Vict 
tor, with the 2d corps, defended Wachau; an4 
General Lauristop, with the 5th corps» the little 
town of Lieljertwolkwit?. The whole of his 
guards were marched from Re^idnitz to Probst- 
beide, forming the reserves, pf his army. Thq 
11th corpsy commanded by Marshal Macdo*r 
nald, advanced from Stptteritf towards .Holzr 
hausen. • 

The cannonade and fire of musketry contini^d^ 
with u^iabated fury, on both sides, from tea 
o'clock till near eleven* At this period Mai&hal 
Macdonald showed himself in advance h^xa 
tlolzhausen, and, , in conjunption with Gexiefzi, 
Lauriston, succeeded in forcing Greneral Count 
Klenau to evacuate the poskion he had occupied ; 
two divisions of the young French guards, under 
Marshal Mortier, having been detached by Napo-? 
l^on to Sfirve as supports. 

Coupt Klenau too^ up a fresh position betweeu 
Cross-Possna and Seifertshayp, and ordered a sue* 
session of attacks to be made on the wood occu- 
pied by the enemy : these posts were taken au<]^ 
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retaken several times, with variable succiess; and 
on this wing the issue of the combat remained unr 
decided, as, towards the evening, both parties had 
kept their positions. An attajck of cavalry, undef 
General Sebastiani, who, by dint of superior 
nmnbers, had forced the Austrian horse to retire^ 
^as repulsed by two regiments .of Prussian cuiras- 
siers, with their wonted bravery and dauntless 
intrepidity. 

• On the side of Wachau too, the enemy, aided 
by fresh troops^ t3egan to press forward about 
eleven o'clock. Napoleon had sent Marshal Our 
dinot, with the two other divisions of his guards^ 
to this important point, as support for Marslml 
Victor, together with General Drouet, with 
the whole of his reserve artillery. These coo-^ 
siderable reinforcements rendered it necessary 
for the Prince of Wiirtemberg to order a retro* 
grade movement, his flank being thereby me^ 
naced; but he made a lively and obstinate resist- 
ance; and as General von Kleist had kept his 
position near Markkleeberg, he was promptly sup* 
ported, some fortunate attacks held the ^enemy 
^n check, and five pieces of artillery were taken 
from him. 

Perceiving the advantages which the enemy 
liad, in some measure, gained at this point. Ge- 
neral Barclay dc Tolly detached General von Ra- 
jewsky, with two divisions of grenadiers, and the 
third division of Russian cuirassiers, to the aup-i 
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port of the Prince of Wurtemberg. The attack 
of the cuirassiers proved unsuccessful, • but the 
brave grenadiers stood their ground against the 
tnemy with firmness, and the effortis of Napoleon 
to follow up his temporary successes proved in^ 
effectual. 

As soon as Priilce Schwartz^nb^rg was apprised 
that Napoleon was throwing the whole of his re* 
serves upon Wachau and Liebertwolkwitz, and 
was straining every nerve to break through a| 
these points, he immediately ordered up into lifi^ 
the whole of the Austrian reserves, under Prince 
von liessen^Hpmburg, that were posted "at; Zobig^ 
ken At the moment that the head of the Austrian 
reserve cavalry, under Qeneral Coun,t Nostitz,t 
was debouching in advance of Qrobern (about onf 
o'clock, p. M.)^ the French dragoon guards and Vq^ 
lish cavalry, under General Letort, had already 
Ip^n^trated to the vicinity of Grobern, and many 
of their battalions of infantry, drawn up in square 
masses, were following in close order. Geperal 
Count Nostitz, with inimitable promptitude^i 
charged the enemy's cavalry, at the head of thre§ 
regiments of Austrian cuirassiers, broke and dis- 
persed them on all sides, cutting in pieces several 
iquares, of the French guards, or putting tfae^ 
entirely to the rout. The division of Bianc^hi ha4 
^.ebpuched out of Grobern, in following the ca- 
valry, and now advanced to Markkleeberg, wher^ 
they ;relieve4 the -troops under Qeners^ yon K^ist 
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Gfeneinal JBiancbi cannonaded the flank of tfi^ 
toemy^s advance, towards Wachau/ repulsed theni 
with heavy loss, atid took eight pieces of cannon. 

The enemy, on finding all his attempts to gaiil 
ground, at this point, frustrated, now turned intd 
anew path of operations, by repeating his attacks 
npon the eorpls of the Prince of WUrtemberg; for 
whith purpose the corps of cavalry under .General 
Latour-Maubourg, headed by Marshal Muratj was 
brought into action. Th^ French infantry was 
snuch superior in number to that of the -Russians^ 
and there were only ten squadrons of their light ca-» 
valry on the spot The enemy, favoured in part by 
thie terrain, advanced to the charge with impetuo* 
sity, and were actually on the point of breaking 
through the centre of the confederate army, and 
cutting it off from the right wing^ when the Em- 
peror Alexander, ever at the post of danger, or* 
flered, at this decisive moment, the regiment of 
Cossack-guards to charge the enemy. That charge 
was irresistible, the French horse were broken ahd 
dispersed, and 24 pieces of artillery, out of 26^ 
lost but a few minutes before, were retaken. 

Animated by these transient successes, €h^ 
enemy's columns again pressed onwards to the left 
of Wachau; but the Russian grenadiers fought 
with unshaken resolution, vigorously repulsed 
every attack, and at last drove the enemy from 
oiF the field, at the point of the bayonet. 

Towards three o'clock, pr m. the whole of the 
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Austrian reserves had arrived at the different 
points assigned them, and the Russian ^nd Prus* 
sian reserves, posted at Magdeborn, were drawn 
nearer. Prince Schwartzenberg now ordered 
a general movement to take place in advance, 
to put himself -in absolute possession of the 
glacis of Wachau. The Russian guards and the 
division of Austrian grenadiers, under General 
Weissenwolf, were posted in the centre, to serve ^ 
as supports wherever they might prove necessaty, 
during this renewed attack. In the mean time^ 
Napoleon was not remiss in reassembling his 
troops. He concentrated his cavalry at Liebert- 
wolkwitz, and occupied the heights in front of 
Gossa, on which he planted a numerous artillery. 
Towards five o'clock, some strong columns of the 
enemy's infantry attempted to take this village by 
assault; they had already entered it, but the 
Prussian brigade under General von Pirch, droviB 
them out again. The enemy continued to form 
fresh columns of attack, and advanced once more 
with fury to the assault. In the mean time; 
Lieutenant-general Jermoloff, at the head of the 
Russian foot^guards, had advanced to support the 
position, and the artillery belonging to the Rus- 
sian and Prussian guards, were placed on an emi- 
nence, to the left of Gossa. Their fire was tre- 
mendous, and produced the greatest effects ; the 
imemy lo^t an enormous number of men, were" re- 
pulsed, and driven into their first position, while 
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tbe Allies gallantly maintained themselves at all 
{>oints in and near Gossa. At the ter miuation of 
this bloody conflict, the night was far advanced^ 
Althougli the desperate and sanguinary charge of 
Murat had not been unsuccessful, and he ac-» 
tually did, in some measure, succeed in breaking 
the centre of the confederate army, yet it effected 
DO material change in favour of Napoleon's posi* 
tions, and the Allies could with confidence feel 
that no diminution of their relative strength was 
the result. 

We have already observed, that General Count 
Meerveldt, on the extreme left wing, had en- 
countered almost insurmpuntable difficulties, in 
executing his orders of forcing the Plejsse, with 
the intention of turning the enemy. An attack 
in the front of Cdnnewitz was rendered irapos-* 
$ible, by the enemy having broken down the 
bridges, and well lined the dams with infantry 
and artillery. Several attemptaf to pass the river, 
at JDolitz and Lossnig, had proved unsuccgssfuL 
Towards the evening, General Meerveldt succeed«f 
9d in forcing a passage at the htad of a battalion; 
but, being attacked by a great superiority of nuoi* 
bers, was obliged to fall back. On this occasion. 
General von Meerveldt was unfortunately taken 
prisoner, his horse being shot under him, and 
liimself slightly wounded *. Thus ended the battle 
^ . — . ■ . ■ # 

: ^ The Count was immcdktely bumed, though wotinclea nxA 
bleeding, into the presence of Napoleon* A seriea of abrupt 
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of the I6th, on the right banks of the Elster and 
Pleisse. Pending these events, the corps under 
the command of General Count Giulay, posted 
on the left bank of the former river, di(^ not re- 
main inactive. General Bertrand's corps had 
taken a position in front of Lindenau and Plag- 
\vitz. He was, however, so vigorously attacked by 
General Ghilay, that he was obliged, at one, p. m, 
to evacuate Plagwiti, and soon after Lindenau^ 
leaving two pieces of Gannon in the hands of the 
victors. Bertrand retreated behind the Kuhthurm, 
drawing up his infantry in squares^ and keeping 
-a brisk cannonade on the advance of General 
<5iulay's corps, that now occupied the left bank 
iof the Ltippe, near Lindenau. Napoleon having 
sent strong reinforcements of cavalry, from the 
.«ide of Leipsic^ General Bertrand again moved 
t)nwards, and, after suffering a very heavy loss 
of men, carried the village of Lindenau*. Ge- 

■ '■ ' ' ■ ' ■ I ' —^—1 « II I > *■ ■ II I . m 1 1 II I I I m II n ■ 11^. 

Questions opened the conference. Under the pretence of com- 
miserating the Count's sittiation, 'Napoleon liberated him oii 
Ids Wbtd of honour, but likewise commissioned him to make 
splendid proposals for an armistice to the allied powers* The 
principal conditions were t 

1. An uninterrtipted retreat for his army over the Saale* 

2. The evacuation of all the fortresses on the line d the 
Vistula and the Oder. 

d. And then to negotiate for a peace. 

* At this period of the battle. Napoleon sent ojf a dourier to 
tihe King of Saxony, at Leipsic, with a note, written by hlm« 
'Mlf^ coxUiuning the fbUowisg words t 

R 
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neral Giulay then took up his old grottuct, near 
Klein- Zschocher. 

Such were the results of aU those bloody com- 
hats tha(t marked a ciril^ of tnaiiy'miks in circuni- 

• f - t • . ' , - , , ' J . • . 

'' Abtej axions ^u succh ; on niattajue du c6tS de Lhidenau, 
mats on se cassera le tiez* 

muph. attached tp Buonapart^,. ipad^ i^^j, additions to. tbe 
ccmtents^ during his audience of th^ Kin^, so as almost to per- 
suade lijs Majesty that victory was certain. ' The Duie of 
BassaiVOy who hatf accpmpaided tile Kiti^ ft'onl threid^, was at 
«lu» period cOBtJnuaSy withUm, an (oetcacb.Qf impiortiBg tke 
motf auepcioiv news of the batito ; bul, after i^ se^eal 9f the 
French anay was in some measure arranged, his visits were 
discontinijiedy with excuses of ill health, and great fatigue. 

On the n^oming of the 19th, the King iem doldiiei' liyssel 
to theEniperor of Russia, with the offiBt of m capituUtloD, to 
sav6 th^ dly> di, aKml^toot when the SNikn^PiiduataBimded 
t€ die macitttrftles^ with iinpertoui»threils^ a4ieliUh unsjomMw 
of fiftee» Gwt. of ^tdi «id tar, tiiat hensi^^g^^tbii ttihH]iii&.Qn 
fire with {^eates oeteiilgr : |iad this beeikdibbe/'t^^0t4ld6^Qn 
would h|»ve been ascribed to the Confederates*; but tbi^ba^e^Qt 
of pei^y was preven^d from perpetration^ My ifaeiEttmnetit of 
the magi.6t;i{ate6» in refusing the delivery. ' ' " '. 

The Crown Prince of Sweden paid the /Hkig a v7silv soo^n 
after he entered Leipsic, and a lon^ and, ioai^eafimoe, very 
l^iei^dly confeflrence, was interrupted by the report t&at the 
Emperor Alexander was riding towards U)e King's, qttarteis^ 
The Emperor did alightin the square opposite, aivd: the Ctown 
Prince, aft^r the exchange of a few compliments, proc^i^d to 
his hotels X)n the Ueisne evenings the Ehiperdr Ai^ssanderhad 
u hotir's etover^tdn #Itbihe QtL^ii of =^i£KdDy iJdtr4,'^hi ktr 
own apartsS^^ht.^ The nexiT niorhiiig t^ King, eetutlu^dl the 
3 
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fbreBce, and of which Leipsic may be said to hare- 
formed the centre* It cannot be aflSrmed that 
they were altogether so favourablei or so decisive 
for the aUied aim^, as the hopes of the most san- 
guine might suggest; yet Napoleon could by noi 
means boasi o£ a victory in any shape, although 
it must be confessed that the . French troops 
fo«ghty on^ thig day, with singular bravery. Those 
itu^tAetrt^ry ad^iitigesv acquintfd by their courage, 
'were however- productive of tlo important conse^ 
i^ueaces y for they did but lose again, in a fe\^ 
,.«0Bie©|;*>*ftfflfMfaa?d8, what they had obtained by 
^« hornWe and'inoooeeivaUe prodigality and wan* 
^W vi^ttte of hunfift Wood*. The heart of man 

..«Chiiins.PfIdee*jii$bi|^ biit bl»d acr conBtr^ee whatever with the 
rioi(|^]iAn^^fteMitf«i fanning MtlywrkteQ' a few Imecr to the 
: IktftalstMJmiBmM. Ro^fea^. ' Xh» Kiog. of Pciueia, on die 
foDov^ lOqr^ ipaua^ Bis Mn^y ^ ^ u4qnae^ be might 
.ii:1ic»«M(iiy[ij^]^lilpe.^.'7^deDce> iQor^ i^eeable to hioa^elf,. tbaa 
:i<<i&^i4^p40Pi:J[)rfU34^ could possibly be. 

ji^ Juti^Kj C .J. ^' • , ■^ ■ 

lo e*jnS^fti*Wf 7?^"*^^-^ ^^^ ^^^^ *^ authority of mvuf 

officers^ wbo Have beeoL^^yorwi tresses to the fapt, that Napo^ 

^ lepn^^. ajl times after a battle, showed cousiderable asperity 

^^d^-JjjCftaouf, whenever a regiment filed off before him, that 

, j^^^jlpepj^.^r^i.^an^.k^.bi^i jBew men. H« would searceijf) 

^.^Miffib^^^!?^^ ^h ^^9^^^ ^ ^^^^ ,^^ ^H^ commaoding ofieer> 

j^ie^ ^i^^O^it jt^Sgi^eu^.]?^ t)^:pp«te^ wHexe it had li»d m 

^^H WtWyi y,!? 4^>jB^i^ it^^^ ir» reglm^Pti on the othet 

W^n&^)^^te|?f i^ jQppi][|)(t<i^^t fi.v^n,M wa ii^urlafttly ia 

.^a|ari«ed. tjbem. ^y Qfpe* even^ a3^1of ^s fcaptfuns* .. JBut, y/tibm 
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must eyer shudder at the, reQo\lectiqt>. ^,Xhe right 
wing of Napoleon's army had lost the important 
^er,r^i.n qF Maikkle^berg.„ T)ie Q§ititr9J>/»Jhe con- 
fif ^er^te. ,army had, j^oiajfted in "^pjosji^ssioii, of, t][ie 
pO,sitiQi> it ha^d.^^^na^ thp ^p^romcrncenaent of 
t^e.,.b!atU^^,. Marshal l^armoat had also Ibeen 
conjp^^oty .l^^^^w. - Consequently, the AUie* 
il^ijght boldly appropriate, to theropelves, the palm 
of yictpi;y, apd calinly,li2a,v?.th«^ciuestiQn toposte- 
tity, how far Nappl^OflLcpuldtlp^i justified in yain- 
gjonpiisly bpastiqg to tl^e wotW,/ that he had 
wrested it^Qut of their hands, jjti^ tjme wl^en the 
battje ,w?<5 nfttf eyej;i ended, xp w^K ^S^ decided. 
,.T^]fi^ Prpwp Princct of $.v^ed^n» on finding that 
the pipyjement of General Reynier towards Wit- 
tenl^^rg hftd 9ply turped out .a sin^i^^^^d^pqns 
^on,,^lei4 pff hi3. army from HjiUei to I^^»berg« 
General Count Bennigsen, having left a consider-* 
able ^orps, under the orders of General Tolstoy, 
before Dresden, had put himself in march to join 
the grand confederate army, and was tp ^rive, on 
the l^th, at Colditz. GeneraV CoHoredq^ who 
had marched for the same purpose, . ii^ the direc* 

he'mm^lanmBtbm^fcL*reffmeD/t^ ratonuDgodfof Utde^ not 
faccefding^f liie ^p^gHk ^ a CQmpaii7»;lnB trMuportt seemed 
wkl^y^ bpi^dij^ He.ywUi ^tm^vmly condescend to speak to 
some of the pmates personally, generally ending with these 
expressioni : << You are no^ tiooHhy of me! Your regiment kmt 
oxperiencedan envkikkfaUi tMch everjf trove eoUUer mutt toUh 
fitrr 
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tion of Freyberg and Chemnitz, could only reach 
Borna. 

The gra^d army of the Confederates, in expect- 
ation of a genehil attack from the' side 'df the 
French, Wasdraitn up in orde? of battle, by break 
of day' on the I7th. ' The dut-poiits were, 'in many 
places, only a liiuslcet-sh'ofs distance from each 
other, ' On the heights in' front of Gossa, the 
enemy had formed large masses of infantry ; and, 
in the vicinity of Liebertwolkwiti, a long line of 
cavalry presented it«etf. After some useless de- 
fiionstTatibns, hy marchhig and counter-marching 
hi« troops,' Kapoleon still showed but little incli- 
nation to attack at any point. Prince Schwart- 
^enberg, being willing to wait the arrival of Ge- 
nerals Benfiigscn and Colloredo in the line of 
operations, likewise, oH hi^ part, deferted the 
attack. /y'^' ' '■ r '• ^' •' ' ■ • 

^^ X^^^gra&d^ council of war, at which iPrmee 
Schwfif tzenberg presided, was held in the after- 
noon, at the village of Sestowitz. It being re- 
ported n>at^ General Bennigseh could not readi 
Naundorf before thfe evening; that General Count 
CoHorette was in march from Boma ; and that the 
arri*al«^bf tihe Grcw^n Prin<5e of Swcdenj t© support 
Generkl'^voh JBItichcT, was stiFl' lincir^ln ; it was 
' ifnariimousty resolved' t(J defer the attack uiil^ir the 
J8tb; xt being taken into epi3|#jdQr^t;ioji .t^hat, on 
' ^he» jnorro wi A^ ^wyi^ tl^^A^mmm^d im fein- 
forced by nearly 100,000 men, and thereby ^n«ure 

»3 
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-with greater certain ty, the teiost ' brilliant rewlte. 
The power of acting on the offensive had at least 
undergone rip piaterial alteration '«inbe die l^th; 
jind a wise General could, without feaf, adofrtj^for 
the present emergency, the revere of that pi)ikfy 
which tnight ihen have Wn' didiight advisaMfe: 

General Beririigsen effecte(3 hrs junction ' witli 
the alU^4 fbrces^ at Niaundbrf, ih thi^ evieirmg; 
^ad Genei^l CoUoi-edb to^k -tip a* pbsition near 
Gr6ber% at about four o'clo(5k in; the dftenwop. 
. The Crown .Prince of Swede^ quitt^'Landsberg 
at two o'clock, 4. M- OH the 17^^ and encaipp^^d 
•with his whole army ^ |3rMt6nfdd. Generftl 
Win^ingerode occupied Taucha; ' 

In this manner Napojeon pennittey €he JTthr^f 
October tq pasi^.away in a state of inectiob; that 
prov^ to him an irreparable losi of time; 'His 
motives appear the more inconceivable, a!s it may 
be presumed that he could npt be igtioraa^^t of the 
approaching accession of strength which the Allies 
were on the point of receiving, aiad whicbj '^hen 
once united^ must eventufllly anniliilate' hi)s' ariiiiy, 
already half beaten. It is equally feeytmd cod^^p- 
tioB, why this great cpptaia ^id; not occupy 'fte 
line of liie ^aaje, on the IJtk and ISt^, ivbeti^o 
obstruction whatever lay in his way. ' ' ^* 

The reinforcemei^ts which the Cohfbdefatesiiad 
received, and the menacing attitude of thteir ^6$i« 
tioBi which threfU)@nf4 ia vigorous attack on ail 
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^idea»,iRft^?2Qurfi^ (^f t^e foUovving day, acted as 
powj^rful. inducements for Napoleon to narrow the 
va»t,cjfiqJ^j3f ^t^rr^ain, whicfb. hi^ amy occupied on 

the i l^^\} fit^4* hZ^i,i^V'^^^^\^^^9^]y. forced him to 
tak^ ., up )^ fPP^ip, ^xiqi^c^n^trated . position! He, 1i> 
cojMftquj^c§, . ^^usf^d a^ .the advanceci jcorps to fal^l 
back in the night of the 17tli, and,/ early in the 
fliorpjittg Q§.^t\^^ lSt}|,,^j?osted his arniy as fbllo\vs"• 
Tljj^ 8 th> , 2d, SLj^d. . . 5 th , ^9^J?h under the spe- 
cial (Qrd^s^ o|^, Mufatji ^topk post hear Conuewitz^ 
th^ JJg^t. wi^g heii^g commanded by Prince 
PoiHafowsk^; tbj? .eeatre, at Probstheide, lender 
Marshal Victor;, and the left wing, under Genqral 
I^ufist^ J^^f. Stotterit^.. Several detajchment9 
were pj^q^d m advance of the line, occupying tl^e 
villa^^qf Politz^ Posen, and Zuckelhausen, and 
tbp 8h^pher4'g Jipu^e at Meysdorf. Marshal Maic- 
• dpi^l^ .tfj^pK, upraj^ljo^it'i^^ with the 11th corps, 
^,^ e^^l^.^^f W\» kfpping up a communication 
wijth ttie J^^,,>Ying^pf the. army under Ney. Hi^ 
.g^^^^j w^je ,4i^wn up in solid square masses, on 
.the,3^1^C^f4)jef^, ^^^^^^ tobacco-mill, wh3re Na- 
polepn T^niain^ 9. grgatpart of the 4ay. ,^The old 
,gu^rd^ fofinc4^fo\ir columns, ready t;o advaiiice 
upon any four, paints that might b^ threatened. 
Mari?h?il Oudi^ot w^s afterwards ordered to^ sup- 
port Prince Poniatowsky witb two divisions of 
the young guards, and Marshal Mortier W9s 

Ii4 
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T^^ ^IJieCi^ ^r,wy va^ . under arms byt breal 
of (|^yj,.p|pQUf^yiDg.,l)i;ai;ly tjiqir, .f^^ positions, 
except tha^^njtjie right Nyiag, tl)e.advanced*giiard 
of tlop .cQ|:p3|.uflder (general Benni^en bad taken 
post at Seyfart8h?yj^ . 

A? 8(\9Uras^it w^^ reported ta Prince Schwart*- 
zenl^erg^^tb^t the eiieJ!ny4h2|dfi}ed off from Wachau 
and Deb^^rtWQilktWitZy, be immediately caused the 
necesppy di^ppsltions to be made for a vigorous 
assa^f., Jb^, whole of! the grai^d army of the 
Conj^detate§j>- und^r bis command^ was divided 
into Jtly^^ /separate pqluinns* The first coltim«, 
unde^^ ^ '{^oinmapd of /General Cpunt Bennigsen, 
was,^cpi][|pp$e4, 9^ ^i^ ^wn corps, (;bat of General 
Counf ;KJeiwu,r^j?9i4 th§ brigade of von .Zieth^, 
and recej^d.oj^deJTs to, proceed from Seyfartshbyn 
and ^ros$^-jPjO$^a, in the direcj^ion of^Holzbause&/ 
The, sqcpnj^j^oJun^n, under the command of Gene- 
ral B^j^ay.de Tolly, was formed of the eorps of 
General Count Wittgenstein and Lieut«nant«^geoeh 
ral v^ri|KJipist, -haying for reserves all the Russian 
and P^^^^x^s^aj^ guards, and being destined to ad- 
vance ag^iis.^^fj?e heights of Wachala. - The thiid 
colu^^n,,v}I^^cr.t|^e orders of Geneiral Prince^ vteh 
Hes^n-f^oijf^hurg^ Av^s composed of tfaa diviatone 
of Bianoli]^ Priiiqe Aloys Lichtefisftain,* Count 
Weissenwol:^ and the reserve cavalry, under Ge- 
neral Count Nostitzj tlie corps of Count Collo-- 
4 
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redo'formitig its reserve. The division Lederef, 
from the 2d Austrian corps, remained on the left 
bank df th<e Pleis^se, 6p|)6site Coiinewitz, as the 
third' 'colimin ^adVaricM^^ii^on Dtlscn Untf Dolitz. 
(See Plan of %he Batik 'df'Leipsie, f^o.tl!) '^ r 
The-flrst'fcolttrft*9^ duVdivi(ftci into' tHi^fefe divi- 
sions, began to advance at aboift eigHt 6'clock, 
A. M. •The'-coi'j^s'iof littss^ati^/ im fhe ^Austrian 
divisioii uiid<*!^6ufeii^;mda bflF^M'iJife cfii^e6tion of 
Zwcinailendotf, }^' vf'hKh 'ni6vemeriV'Mii?dbiiald's 
corps mm mit-^fl^nk«J/ dfad toried t6 VeWf e to S£6t* 
terit^;* iGen^ral y^n ^ B^ni^seir, meeting with 
mere detachments tO op^e his ptogfess,^'ildvan» 
ced rapSdlfy, and drbVe theenetfiy bkck" toMSlkau. 
The 4th^ At»str?ih 'C(5rp^, under General Kt^tiW^ 
^1ar<5h€d upoA Hdlibaus^n; and cai'ri^d the Village 
after a Wartn actio*!: General vott^Ziethen's bri^ 
gade, 'destifHid to kee^\3p th^ eommunrcktfbii be-» 
tween ^he cofj^s of Betmigseh and Klemici, and 
the ceirtre k^olifftiti; ^knshcid foi'wards at the same 
time'ta Zu^k^^lhaiisdn; a!nd took the village after 
some^r^stande'/ 

• Tbe'^teoohd tb1»imi, commanded by Genera! Bar- 
clay deTdlly, was assembled near Gossa; tiire Prus- 
sian voVps, snider <S^ral von Kleist, fbrmedlts ad- 
vanced^gU^tvt;^ These generals began to '^ut their 
troQp9f>in> "Hftif^h about eijght o'clock^ but found 
IV^achau deserted by the enemy. The village was 
occupied, and two brigades were advanced be« 
tweea Wachau ajid Liebertwolkwitz^ that soon 
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feputsed '»0Me 'deta^bmetito led ' 1ter6^ib3r the 
tsnetny^i The brigade of> von Pirck ifound the 
^hephetd'^ hoiBBC at Mey&<)orf «iiH «>coii]>iddt>j'thlb 
FriAhdi, ^ii4io retraated ontp^cei^riag prajxarations 
W€^ 'tiMking^ ibr ^ serious attttdc. The teaen^ 
4ttt^ixtty lte{>t c^en the <;oinimiiiication with the 
left '\rhig;' i^ii^l 4!he thu^d oolunm. The cofps.jof 
iU(^to»<iiqder^Ckmnti Wtetg«(nstein fi)Ua\fed gIo^ 
iifK)il^ th&waref^Kieist'airarfiSy a»d the two cor|)« 
idMw^{>4ir^attie avray, iciMiat destant from Brabii^ 
hHi^ 'Tihe Bulsira JdDrdKBmssiflrDaguaoB^ Jkciol^ 
|iMfr.esMr6ie^e9 ueai) the.bridcHkUaay> ntketoj^f 
4M«imeid)irougheut the<de^i> « x -j... ^ i. /. * ^ 
.i^lCAir4ls4m(rat^s4WQ<)tetoQk, ft.iur^ thaib/tho. two 
jMgidte> wifaewfed bf Prince Aai^stjifcariof! Piruasia, 
AStd OdMrad ^ir^n Pirch^ beloagiDg.jto^jPfikl'a 
jeodlpa, .vtoeived orders to stwrn ^the:>tviHj|g0< i^f 
^B^abatheide;/ .This -village f&axi^^ ia aOdte is^ea- 
lauce^ tthttfcetxtieof Napoleon's |io$(tio%afli4inight} 
aodtfed^r-hesaocbunted the key t»ib, vNo^jw^^bdiy;, 
Aheo, < ithftt J^iEgpoIdOD ^ net only ixicqitf»edvii^ iwidtea 
large force, consisting of the Jgl4i(I0il^i >!llidiV 
M^jaAxArWktari, and a fparttif :tbe l$tl^) hut 9ske- 
wi^i lihitofe ia/from.laind; to timo r ^iDirisiidergM^ . 4a- 
*4a£bfedimttt8r feral hie gnarda ian^orve, ,, . jT^.'^OAriy 
*thiaip«)l^tffiii^ io defended^ «aa; eertainJyi-iH} smy 
Ibas^iundijlrtsriamgwe TTbd piace itai^f :!»^a^il^»ifiied 
(bjrindnp/tisiaif.^^ aiidi>attoriQa Qiif^^c^ 

.«^s^«rfiotftie'?i^lage^ a|>]^ iua4 d0stmcti(m 

.ail aDeiimd.L .But noliiips appalled the i^aUant 
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stormed an<| carried it eAXh0 j^ofiwt of 'ihe b%jf)Qi^ 
The Frenpb, baftk^d by rmfo«re«fteflt% .^octo ife- 
turacd to thiB cl»fge, and tbe^Pr^ei^a^ft/S^ffB 
forced to yield io .si^ierior ftuqa.be^,.,^l^vrfife^j>t 
to the end of the village. Ji cgjpps ftf jHh^^Qiiy 
atteqipted al this joQomQDit to take jth^m i^/fl|[fij(, 
but a re^tnent of. Wpst-PrwftiaDS; nspuUedi tJlfifi 
with loss. This odra^atage. ei3;abl$d .tJic^)llW9[ V^ 
gades to stonxi and carry .the.. yillagQiaj^aeiill^ 
time; and for thesecond timey.tbe:,eMin;iy, bj^Jtl^ 
mere focoe of ^ numerical strength^ agpta^ucce^^yl 
IB driving the Prussians out of it . Xbe)i>i%iilis 
rallied at a short distance, in . the,4]iiosit gallaat 
manner/ and, assisted by a (detachment of .Caualt 
Wittgensteisi's .corps, commenciBd a lieary xan- 
nonade on the solid masses .of the snemjr's, inlaa- 
try, ^bouichiag out of tlie village. Their Iws 
wa& ^eiMwmous^ . and eyery . atten)^ . the FjFcmi^ 
made to^advance was j^foalsed by a moat^^- 
atnacti^ieeaiid murderous fire of grape^ihot, that 
lasted tiJltlate at toight ^ i lu 

The > third )calumn^ under the x^^rtt. ofrtke 
Prince ^ Hessen-Hotnfaurg, advanocatlr lik»irMe 
about height' o'dock, a. u» oix Ae. .ri^^^bankuiif 
tiie Pteksej ajad took posfieaeioii of ^j^^i^iuim- 
tweeh'^Doden axtd- Lossnig.. Tfa^ flMmy V i^qIm^- 
menCs ift^bose vUli^es were either dis^MArm <1M- 
ven In ; and this^^H^lomm then moved Jbfvard^ in 
line with theaecoador oentie eolunm. T<be PrtMd 
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was wounded in Dosen, and the command de- 
volved on General Bianchi. This general,' being 
shortly afterwards hard pressed by the enemy, was 
supported by the corps under Count Colloredo, 
and the position was not only maiutaincd, but 
the ene^my repulsed to Connewitz. " 

Prodigious as were the efforts made on this day 
by the confederate army, to make an impressiou 
on iJfapoleon's line of positions, yet the conflict 
was marked by jao particular feature. Striking vi- 
Ci9$iti}d€s cm either side were not experienced, nor 
did any one bold manoeuvre turn the fortune of the 
day. But a series of regular assaults, bloody and 
o^tinate, seemed to form the general character of 
the battle on thi9 side of Leipsic* 

^M^ilst the allied army were acquiring these ad- 
vantages^ the Silesian army, under our veteran Hero, 
aiid'the Northern army, commanded by the Crown 
Prince of Sweden, did not remain inactive j the 
latter being now much further advanced, the 
main '^ attack was made by him. The I^ortheru 
aniiy left their camp at Bieitenfdd ateight o'clock, 
A.M. arid filed off towards Tiucha,/^herej^^ folr 
ibvAng die- dispositions laid down, they were io 
^ai^ the Partha, in conjunction wi'&i General Lan- 
j§*rciri*s^ corps, so as to unite their left wing witli 
6i^erar ^Benriigsen^s army, ^e caValry under 
0*|f^fai^^inzin^^ and the corM of Lfeute; 

AMt-pferal^iiloV, tW formeii the extreme left 
M0^i&i^'iikw: the airection of tauchi. 
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General .Baron von Pahlen made a .most brilliant 
attack on the place, got possession of it, and 
made a battalion of Saxons that defended the 
town, prisoners. Getieral Woronzow, with a corps 
of Russians, passed the Partha at GrasdoriF^ The 
Corps of^tSeneral Langeron was to pass the Partha 
at T^ucha; but General von Blucher, judging, /by 
Ae position of t|ie enemy, that there would be no 
difficulty in forcing the passage at Mpckau, \yhich 
step would much facilitate the debouching of the 
Northern army by Taucba; gave'fcW^ to attack 
a^ that point. -The enemy made but little resistanc^^ 
and General Langeron^s corps passed the ^P^rth^ 
and advanced iiooh Leipsic. 

Marshal Ney vras soon aware that nis^^osjition 
behind the Partha was forced at all points/ byJ;bQ 
Northern army moving forwards from tapcha, 
and immediately changed his order of battle, by 
ppsting the three corps under his command, in a 
line between Schonfeld, Sellerhausen, and l^tiintz. 
The 7tb^ corps was drawn up in two Ijpes near 
Paiinsdorf. The brigade of cavalry belonging to 
this j|orps, the light artillery, and a^ battalion iof 
light infantry (all Saxons)^ as likewise a brigade 
of ^Wiirtemberg cavalry, under General ^Nor^ns^UBi^ 
yrere posted between Paunsdorf and Taiipl^. 
These troops were upon the point of beijn^ 
charged by the Russian cavalry, wben t|Wy TOarcK- 
ed hastily forwards, the infantry^shjuild^^ng tlj^iy 
firelocks, and the cavalry shea^ia^ th«ir ^sword)^ 
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after a considerable loss of men, and four piec^l 
of cannon. Tiiese progressive advantages enabled 
tlie Northern army to advance in several distinct 
columns, towards Leipsic. At this moment, the 
enemy showed heavy masses in the direction of 
Molkau, and seemed to menace an attack on the 
flank and rear of the allied troops^ It was Napo- 
leon himself tliat attempted this manoeuvre. As 
soon as the disaffection of the Saxon and other 
{German troops was reported to him^ he detached 
General Nansouty^ with the whole of the Imperial 
horse-guards, and 20 pieces of cannon^ to take 
the advancing column^ of the Allies in flank, while 
oe himself proceeded in all haste with a division 
bf his guards, to Reudnitz, to oppose General 
Langeron. General Nansouty, on debouching by 
Molkau, supported by the infantry already posted < 
there» found General Count Bubna ready to arrest 
his progress, this experienced general, whose 
position was near the right wing of Bennigsen's 
corps, having caused his troops suddenly to change 
iheir front j which manoeuvre forced Nansouty to 
halt, and forego his intention* The Prince of 
Hessen-Homburg was in the mean time dispiatch- 
^ with his brigade to the same points The 
Swedish artillery, by some unaccountable delay, 
nof being up, the guns of the Saxon artillery that 
had come over to the Allies, were now turned 
jtgainst the enemy; they were supported by a battery 
of Congreve's rockets, and the French were repulsed 



Digitized 



by Google 



PIELD-MAKftHAL raiKCB BLUCHBR. 357 

on all Bides, and Napoleori^s designs completely 
defeated. General von Bulow had macched for- 
wards from Paunsdorfy and, in spite of an obsti- 
nate defence, had dislodged the French fron^ the 
villages of Stiintz and Sellerb^usen. ;.,_;/;, 1/ 

Napoleon, from bis post at Reudixit^y P))?}]f4 
forwards a division of his guards^ to support ^^* 
shal Marmont, who now $ucce$ded. in forctf)£^ 
Count Langeron to retire from Sc^dafeld^ B^ 
the Crown Prince, ; having caused the $W4^dJ9^ 
General Cardell to advance with twenty :pieqes ,of 
cannon, to maintain this threate^ed^ P^^j^^ ^n^ 
at least to keep the enemy in cheeky. Genex^ 
Count Langeron was enabled to retake the villag<p 
towards the evening^ 

Our veteran Hero, whom we left on the 17th -at 
his htad-quarters near Lindenthal, promoted, by 
his dispositions on tlie 18th, the general good 
cause, and divided, by his well-diretcted ope;;ations, 
the forces and. attention of tihe epemy.. General 
vmi Sacken was directed td attack the suburbs, of 
Leipsic, ,and the Rosenthal. General von York's 
corps formed on this day the reserve; but as Ge- 
neial von Bliicher pbserved that the enemy V(jas 
sending off troops in bis rear, on the ro^d^^t^ 
Weissenjfels, he, with his usual foresight , and 
promj^^titude of action, detached GeneraJ yon 
York, with bis whole corps, on the evening or 
phe lStn,;towar.ds Halle,. V,^'5??yi^?9§^9f|^^Si,j^i^J' 
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on the left bank of the Saale^ he migh^ reach 
MerseJberg and WeiasenfeU before thd enemy. 

Thus ended the third day's battle^ and the coiir 
jfaierate aradied bivottatiked for th^ night on the vic- 
torious plains of LeipsiQ *. The allied armies^ after 
lixe most obstinate cojui^ats, and theiiefore the more 
glorious, had surmounted every obstacle before 
them, and by bearing ip from, all, sides, at one 
and the same moment, had: established their united 
£>rces within a few miles, nay, withia sight. of the 
gates of Leipsic. All efforts of resistance on the 
part of Napoleon had proved fruitless, or had 
spent their, rage, in vain. To maintain himself for 
a few hours in Probstheide, Napoleon had sacri* 
ficed an enormous number of menf, merely to 

* During the best of action on the 16lh and 18th of Oc- 
tober, there appeared in the afternoon of each day a most beau« 
tiful rainbow in the west, which, beaming in full splendour^ 
spread its vivid arch over the field of battle. Could the pious 
observer t>f events, and the unprejudiced son of Christiamtj, be 
blamed in hailing the i^peaf ance, not only as a type and ein« 
blem of heavenly grace towa^rds siitful man, but as a forerunner 
of victory in the good cause ? 



f During the battle on the 18th, a private French hussar, be4 
longing to Napoleon's guard of honour, was carried thvoo^ 
the gate of Leipsic on a bier, accompanied on foot by. an oflker 
of very high rank. The unfortunate youth was covei«4 wilb 
seventeen wounds. The officer endeavoured to procure him ad* 
mittance into one of the hospitals^ but in vain-^they were all 
full. After passing along some streets, exciting the pity and 
commiseration of the bjstanders,^ unable ta afford or to procure 
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undergo the degradation and shame of retiring 
discomfited and broken^ under cover of the 
night, accompanied by no cheering prospects of 
idtimsite success* It must, however, be admitted 
that he was net absolutely beatea out of the field; 
yet by awaiting the results of the next day, if 
ike battle. were renewed, he could hai^dly indulge 
the hope of making farther resistance. Napoleon 
must now have been convinced, and convinced 
too late, of the necessity of a retreat, an opera- 
tion which might have been performed under 
mach more auspicious circumstances on the 1 6th 
and 17th. He no longer delayed retiring by the 
only road left open. lu the evening of the l&th, 
he returned to Leipsic, and with Murat took up 
his quarters at an inn. A retreat was determined 
upon, practicable in riie direction of Weissen- 
fets alone; and consequently, during tlie night, the 
Ijeavy baggage, a considerable part of his artillery 
and, cavalr3% and some of his guards, defiled by 



relief, he i^rrived with his proteg6, at the market-place, con* 
juring those near him, to Aow him to the house of a sungeon : 
the hussar, he said, was the only son of one of the richest and 
most ancient lamflies in Finance, and he should have the cruel 
QWftification to see him expire in his arms for want of surgical 
assittaBce: h^ offered 40 Napoleon d'ors, the whojecontents of 
this'pttrse, to ai;iy one that would eithcnr sbpw him the way, or 
procure him a surgeon f but such was the state of distress and 
confusion all around, tlint no one was to be found to attempt the 
gpjning so high a reward I 

' sS 
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the road leading to that place; and the other corp» 
followed as they came up in succession. The 
main body 9f Napoleon's guards remained in the 
vicinity of Leipsic, till the morning of the 19th ^, 
when they filed off through that placa 

On the 19th of October, in the morning, the 
Tictorious armies of the Confederate, headed by 
*their gallant commanders, made every preparation 
to storm Napoleon in his lasti^etreat; but the light 
troops soon reported, that the lines the enemy oc- 
<:upied the preceding night had been, for the most 
part, abandoned. No impediment obstructed the 
■ -■ ■ ■• ■ — ■ — .. - 

♦ At a very early hour in the morning of the 19th, Napo* 
Icon's he^-quarters were at the Dutch wind-mill, to the right 
of Stotteritz. Seeing himself surrounded 00 all sides by a poweiv 
ful enemy^ his corps driven from position to position, and a 
total defeat almost inevitable, he here made the last preparations, 
and issued the last orders to cover and regulate, in some degree, 
the flight of his discomfited army through Leipsic. An adju* 
tant of Marshal Murat, from whom wehaveHhis anecdote, was 
very near him at this crisis, and had opportunity to observe his 
most minute actions. Rage and fury were but too visibly de^ 

'picted on his countenance : he gave his orders in the most brief 
and hasty manner, and answered all questions with little more 
than monosyllables. After the audience to the numerous general 

' officers, iScc: had ended, Napoleon dismounted, and, to the sur- 
prise of every one present, tlirew himself, apparent^ in a fit of 
despair, ^m his face on the ground/and, with a eonvulsire mo- 

' tion of his bands and feet, seemed to strive to bury himself in 
the earth. A few moments elagsed, when, suddenly starting up^ 

4did4^aift mounting his h<»rse> he rode off at full speed towards 
Letp^c, to pay a visit to the King of Saxony. 
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miTch of tliel allied columns a momettt, towards 
Lm^ie* To ensurji^ his retreat, Na{K>leQn had* 
^[Qfifided the idefence of the city to Marshal Mac- 
d<Hial4' and Prince Poniatowsky, whose troops 
were pasted: for this purpose dose to the wallsi and 
which, about nine o'clock, a. m, were the only 
points ttey ^occupied. 

n Tlie gFandarmyof the Confederates approached 
Leipsiq: an assault was determined upop^ and a 
hombardm^nt comnaenced. The Emperor of Rus? ^ 
sia and the Kjngof Pruss|a had hardly joined the 
army froni Rotha, when a Saxon oflftcer, with a 
flag of-:truce, arrived, and, in the name of the 
city, begged for mercy* The messenger was re-» 
ceiyed by the Emperor Alexander in person, whq 
announced to him, that his request could not bet 
granted ; and the preparations for the assault were 
continued with alacrity, when a second flag of 
truce appeared from Marmont, with an ofler to 
deliver up the rest of the Saxon troops, if the 
French army might be permitted to retire unmot 
jested, and tlie city spared a bombardment. Such 
proposals being only made to gain time, were in- 
stantly rejected : especially as the allied troops 
had already penetrated into the suburbs, and th§ 
^nei^l attack had begun round tUe town* 
< General Baron von Sacken had advanced to the 
north side of the city, ^nd, after a severe action, had 
taken the intrenchments in front of the Halle gate, 
. A g^ling firp pf grape-shot somewhat retarded his 
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progress ;1)ut assdon as Gfeiwfral J:Mttgevon^ by 
order J6f General von Bliicher, had filed off a b^dyi 
of troops for his support, through the mcaA>tW 
on tbci Partha, the enemy was Iforced to* abatidt)li^^ 
the Hall6^ gate, and tfee Russian soldiery entered 
a$ conquerors into the city. 

Towards the east side of the pl4ce, th6 Nortbfen* 
arlhy domnienced its' operatit^ns. Tb^ Crown 
Prinze of Sweden cbinnianded Lieutenant-genef^i 
von Biil6w to attack and occupy the fcity. The 
gates were defended with obstinacy, but nothing 
could withstand the Pruissian bayonet r the French 
gave way, aiid, in deifiarice of all their attcni|>ts 
to rally in the streets and hotis^s, the intrepid 
Prussians biecanie masters of the town on thii 
side*/ The advanced*guard of General Ben^' 



* When the Prussians drove the French b^ore them, in gal- 
lantly forcing their way, through the gates, into Leipsic, the 
inhabitants, in joyous exultation, threw bread and all kinds of 
rfefi^slHneiitB out of their windows, to the hungry nrustiima, 
who harcjly stopped ith^ impetuosi^ of their porsuit, to tQcnee 
the calls of hungp, but devoured their morseb hi the act of 
marching. One of these brave Prussians, with part of a loaf 
of bread in his hand, on which he was feeding with avidit7> saw 
an unanned Frenchikian, crawling' along before hinCi, on whofid 
countenance hunger and disease were frightfolly dt^kiUfd ; bt 
stepped iovv^rds him, and the poor object inatintly ftU en hit 
knees^ imploring quarter* The Prussian offered him his brtaAf 
saying : ^* There, take and eat ; thou want'st it more than I do." 
In uttering these words, he marched forwards, and a few mo* 
ments afterwards levelled his mui^ket, and shot 6ne of the flying 
French* . - 
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nigsenV «miy imtered the city atMieariy the 
same time^ after a severe engagement in some oSf 
the 'ftvetiues leadkig f nto the place. The immense 
quantity of baggage, artillery, and equipages of 
every description, ^that the J'reneh had itelinquish^ 
ed on their tumtiltuous retreat, had choked up 
every street, gateway^ and Outlet; and the retreat'^ 
ing troops We^e tlius thrown into, a chabs of con^ 
fusion, while each sought his individual safety 
in flight 

Napoleon did not quit Leipsic till ten o'clock, 
4. Mw only a few-minutes previously to the entrance 
of the Allies.^ He escaped thax)ugh the Peter's 
gate, and when he had passed the bridge at the 
^tremity of the entrance, ithlew lip, and all the 
troops and materiel in the rear, were left to the 
djaeretion of the conquerors. The whole of the 
fear-guard under Macdonald and Poniatowsky, 
weiie * either kitled, wounded, or taken prisoners, 
by the Confederates. Towards noon, the French 
Avere driven from all points*, and tranquillity 



'"^ Sonle instances can be'giren of singleacts of despmr, that 
' most fordbty ttarfcthe character of'thi French soldier; 

During the irregular retreat of the 'l^rench through Leipsicji 
pn ^e 19th, a French soldier stood at the corner of a street, 
andy levelling bis musket at a Swedish orderly dragoon^ riding 
1)y:at^ftill gallop;^ SSted, and tnissedhim. The dragoon pulled 
' up his hqrs^, biit in the nbt of cutting at the Frendimanwidiliis 
' $ihre, the latter threw down his musket, dropped on his knees, and 
^gg;ed Tojt quarter. The Swede way generous enough to give 

M 
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was once more restored to the itthabiiants of 
Leipsic; 

A moderate calculation from an official source 
states the number of ktUed on th0 part of the 
French at 13,000. More than 30,000 ptisooersi 
all effective men, fell into the hands of the Confer 
derates, besides the £3,00Q sic|c and wcmndec^ 
found in Leipsic. The military trophies Gonsiste4 
of 250 pieces' of eannon, 900 tumbrils an^d l^ag- 
gage-waggons, and 40,000 firelocks. 

The allied Monarchs, * except the Emperot of 
Austria, who arrived somewhat later, proceeding 
from difierent quarters, at the he$^d of their 
guards, mad0 a solemn entry iqto th^ city about 
one o'clock, p. h. and met in the great square of 
Leipsic *, amid the joyous effusions of th^ del}- 



him his life ; he had, however, scarcely turned round his horse, 
when the wretch took up his musket, loaded it, and, as the dta- 
goon was gall9ping off, fir^ ugain ^t him, b^t luckily without 
effect* 

Enraged that l^is generosity should have hfitn so SJl requited, 
the Swede soon overtook the runaway, who again implored 
quarter; V No,'-' si^d he, *^ we pardon soldiers, but no mur-* 
derers : die tl^ou must I ^ an4» with a lussisg stroke of his si^e, 
cut hkn down^ neve^ to rijse niore^ 

Frmn «« eye-wUnetfy 



^ The Emperor of Austria, the Emperor of Russia, and tlie 
King of Prussia, were scarcely assembled in %he market-place, 
when General von Bliicher approached the thpee Mooarchs to. 
pay his reqpectSi The Enqieror o£ Russia, the moment be saw 



Digitized 



by Google 



FIBLD-MA^4Jf 8RINCB BLUCHER. ^^S 

^re4 42itkiui6) and the lively and unfeigiied ac^ 
clamations of the victorious soldiers. It was 
a moment of ejcultation that richly reiirarded 
ibose who bad au0ered ^p many years of misery. . 

The unanimity of the Confederates, combiAed 
with an energy of co-operation that blended wis.* 
dom with ^promptitude^ repdered the stupendous 
battle of Leipsic such a brilliant exploit in arms 
^s may ever seek in vain for a parallel. 

^ever had any field of battle, in modern hif- 
tor*y, lieen so inundated with huinan.gore^ But 
tlius, and thus only, could the inordinate vaia- 
glory of Napoleon be for ever eclipsed, offering 
9 metpento appalling to nature, but truly benefi- 
cial to mankind. It will show to posterity, that, 
though daring enterprise may attain to vast domi- 
nion, it cannot be preserved at the expense of the 
rigiits and feelings of the vanquished ;; and th^t 
thoMgh thp pppressor, in the day of his prosperity, 
and ill the haughty ponfidenqe of his might, may 



our veteran, dismoui^t^d ^^ embrace him with the I^eartiness of 
the most intimate friendship, called him the deliverer of Gerr 
many, and presented him with a yiduahle |^oId-hilted sword, 
set with brilliants. The Emperor of Austria was profuse in 
his encomiums; and his grateful Monarch did but look at 
him, but with a look that spoke the oyerflowings of his heart, 
with more doguence, than the well-tui'ned periods of languid 
f ou]4 have expressed. On the following day, the King prp- 
||iotf4^9' ^^^ ^ ^^ '^l' ^ Gepsral-Field-Marshal^ 
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scorn the voice of the oppressed^ yet power never 
can be supported by violence alone. 
- The results of this tremendous conflict of four 
sudceskive days, in which the nations of Europe 
ifnJ^de so noble a struggle for their privileges 
as citizens, and their birth-rights as men, were 
tequal to the interests that were to be decided. 
The tyrant and oppressor of the age could now 
with agony exclaim : " That game is lost ^ for which 
Iplayedy to gain the empire of the worf^J^ Jt was 
liere firmly fixed, that the precepts of Christian 
morality should maintain fheir dlie iinflutace over 
the civilization and improvement of the human 
'race. Its effects restdrdd religion to its wonted 
energies ; and thie wily serpent, whose pestiferous 
breath exhaled selfish atheism, and destruction to 
^11 moral order, had now cast his skin of infallU 
bility, was sunk into hopeless bondage, ind con* 
demned to bite his chains, detei^ted and abhorred* 
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CHAPTER X, 

'Ttdd-marshal Blilcher pursues fifapokon^ after the 
Battle ofLeipsic — Co-operation df Bavaria — Gc- 
ncral Count JVrede — Pattle of Hanau^-Blilcher 
passes the Rhiyie-^Progfess of the Crown Prince 
of Sweden — Hamburgh. 

Xh£ immediate consequences of this stupendoos 
and ' sangainary battle of Leipsic, this splendid 
an4 immortal triumph, that avenged the injured 
cause of mankind in so singular a manner, were 
nothing less than. Napoleon's retreat in all haste 
to'the Bhine; a retreat that soon degenerated into 
a disorderly flight. The corps of General von 
York, as part of Field-marshal Bliicher's Silesiau 
army, that had been detached, on the 18th, to the 
Saale, reached Halle am the 1 9th; and the rest of 
the army, under Generals Sacken ami Langeron, 
followed the same route, on the evening of that 
day. General von Bliicher passed the Elster, in 
the rear of Skeuditz, and, pushitig forward a co- 
lumn to Lutseen^ Burprised a body of 2000 men of 
the en^my, and made the whole of them prisoners. 
The corps of Sacken and Langeron now took the 
road to Merseberg, while that of von York filed 
off in the direction of MUcheln. A bridge was 
soon thrown over tlie Saale, and the main body of 
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Bliichcr's army inarched close on the heels of the 
flying French, towards the Unstnit. A part of 
Bliicher's advanced-guard fell in with a convoy of 
Austrian, Prussian, and Russian prisoners, near 
Nebra, consisting of 200 officers and 4000 pri- 
vates, dispersed their escorte, and released the 
whole of them. Our gallant indefatigable Hero 
overtook the confuted multitude of retreating 
French, on the 2 1st, near Freiburg, when attempt- 
ing to pass the bridge over the Unstrut : a bloody 
conflict ensued, in which the enemy sustained a 
severe loss of artillery and men. Towards three 
o'clock, p. M. the French troops gave way, and fled 
in the utmost disorder over the bridge. Bliicher's 
artillery thundered upon their masses of all ahna, 
and made a most dreadful slaughter. His nume- 
rous cavalry charged at every opening, and cut in 
pieces alt that made resistance. The passage over 
the bridge was actually blocked up by the crowds 
of fugitives, that attempliid to pass. Tile bridge 
broke down, and, horrible to relate, hundreds .were 
precipitated at once into the flood beneath. It 
was a terrible sight. The Dumber of men that 
.here found their grave in the Unstrut was $o gr^ti 
that the current was obstruoted» and the nv§r 
overflowed its banks fw $( ^oQjiiderabl^ distance^ 

Numerous hodi?^ of Cppsjack^, under the Het- 
mann Platow, having Joinpd the confederate army, 
theic rapid marches, aithiS:period^ most essentially 
aicjed th^ ope^:atiog§ of th^ AUie^ Jhey formed, 
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ilnder General Czerniscbef, strange as it may 
appear, the advanced-guard of Napoleon's retreat- 
ing army. They surprised Gotha on the 24th, 
and made above a thousand prisoners. They oc*> 
cupied Eisenach soon after, at the time that Na* 
poleon had only reached Gotha; Their services 
proved here of infinite value ; and as light troops, 
te harass the enemy, intercept his supplies, heal 
up his quarters, scour the country, procure intel- 
ligence, and, above all, to prevent intelKgenoe 
being obtained, no troops in modern warfare caa 
be compared to them. Terrible, merciless towards 
the foe, mild and obliging in quarters, pious in 
their deportment, gentle and humane in their in- 
tercourse with strangers; who has^ever passed at 
night-fall a Cossack bivouack, and unmoleste4 
stood listening to. their evening hymns, that will 
not bear witness to the inoiFensive character of 
this truly brave and honest tribe of untutored 
warriors ? Their fame needs no eulpgium * ! 

I ■ « I I a «■ I I « I I II * I I ■ I f I ■ ■ I 1 ^ I III I li . ,1 II ^1 

» In the tumult of the retreat through LeipsiCf a Cos- 
sack> in tunuog the confer of a by*street; catue suddenly upon 
a French foot*8oldier, who, at the sight of the Cossack a pikie, 
threw down hid musket, and, falling upon his knees, bc^ed 
for quarter. The Coassack dismounted, broke the Frenchman's 
firelock against the stones, and strippe4 him of his knapsack and 
• bundle o£ moveables : it happened that a citizen of Leipsic saw 
the transaction from his house-door, andy to show his loyaltjr, 
brought out to the Cossack a bottle of brandy and a loaf of 
bread, just as he had finished his. search, about the person of his 
prisoner. The Cpssack smiled at the sight of the bottle, tooki), 
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Napoleon made rapid strides tti reach Erftirt^ 
iirhere he paused awhile, to orgaQtze and rehesh 
his jaded troops. Bliicher's army, in conjunction 
with Bennij^aen's, followed clo^e upon his rear, 
and caused him a daily loss of artillery, haggage, 
and prboners. The road to Hanau was covered 
with the wrecks of hi^ disorganized army. Near 
Gotha, Colonel MensdorfT, of Bliicher's advanced^ 
guard, had a warm affair'with the enemy. Field* 
inarshal Bliicher, on reaching Eisenadii, on the 
g6th, caused the place to be taken by assault, and 
l»ceupied the road to CasseL General von Ycnrk 
l^naountercd the enemy, when iri full march 
through the Horselthal, not far from Eisenach; he 
attacked him without delay, drove him from the 
ground, and carried the village of Eichrodt, by 
which operation he cut off the fourth French corps 
from the main body, and forced them into the 
.Thuringian forest, whence they were obliged to 
reach Vach by a circuitous route. On the 27th 
4)f October, Field*4narshal von Bliicher's army 

»- .'') ': — r-« : • i , . . , , ■ , , , 

idtfd made s^ns that be wished for another ; it wasbrou^t hbH^ 
•6iit> to the astofiii^nieiit olThis benefactor, it now appeared that 
W wanted it empty. His request was complied widi; and he 
instantly poured the half of his brand5r into it, broke th^ toaf 
'iflilo two equal pieces^ and shar^ Ihem both with his pria^er, 
iiialaBrig signi for him to eat Mid drmk, iiv^e he did fhe some; 
• and then, wi& a nod of thai^ tothedon<^, he mounted hk 
'horsey and drore his prisoner before him. — ^Where ia there an 
«MUkerent d Napoleon and his principles Aatwonld have 90 
^«et^d? 

3 
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passed the defiles of Eisenach^ aod pursued aud 
harassed the enemy in all directions. Here we 
have to lament the consequences of a foresight^ 
bowever wise and laudable it might be thought^ 
that formed a portal, through which Napoleon 
actually reached the Rhine, with the shattered 
remains of his bumbled followers and worthless 
Satraps. The Bavarian army, under General 
Count Wrede, was known to be in march on Ha-^ 
nau, to intercept the French army; and a very 
natural conclusion was drawn by Marshal Bliicheri 
tliat Napoleon would, in all probability, direct 
the course of his columns On Coblentr, to crost 
the Rhine at that point, rather than throw him- 
self, weak as he was, into the arras of Wrede. 
The supposition, was an unfortunate one* If our 
Hero .had <fbik)wedu^p bis maich,^ Napcdeon's total 
defeat and capture at Hanauxould not, aecording 
to all human calculations, have been averted. 
But the Silesian army changed its line of bpera^ 
ticMUf ; and .Napoleon,, somewhat relieved from hi; 
apprehensions of beiug placed, between two firesi 
hurried on to Hanau, regardless of those he left 
behind; as, upon reaching that place, he could^ 
by his superiority of numbers, with safety enter 
the lists with Wrede* . 

In ^beginning of October, Bavaria deolaDe^ 
lierself as the ally of Austria, and, by this step, dis* 
menibered for ever the Confederation of the Rhine* 
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General Count Wrede *, a most distinguisbed war« 
rior, was appointed to the command of the Bava- 
rian army in camp at Nymphenberg, to which n. 



. * Memoirs of General Count Wreie. 
' Hiis renowned General was bom at Heidelburg, on the 29di 
Df April 1767. He was destined for the profession of the law, 
and^ .after finishing his education at Heidelburg> was appointed 
coonseilor ^f the court of justice at Manheim ; being at tbs 
same. time high bailiff of Heidelburg. 

During the war of the French revolution, in 1794, he was 
a commissary of war for the Rheinpfalz, with the character of 
brevet-colonel in the Elector of Bavaria's service. The repeti* 
lions .of jtriq»rudence bad had, it seems, no charmsfor our <2e^ 
fieral; and he, at this period of his life, turned his attention 
entirely to arms. His important occupations required his con- 
stant attendance at head-quarters, which he continued to follow 
(during the ensuing campaigns, until the year 1799, when he 
received orders from the Elector to organise a battalion of his 
'Own, for the purpose of protecting the Rheinpfalz. At the 
head of, this battalion, supported by cavalry and artillery, his 
spirit of enterprise had several opportunities of showmg itself, 
by some fortunate expeditions against the French, by which he 
acquired the public thanks of his Sovereign, and the esteem of 
Ifis brothen-offloers. On the 19th of August 1799, the Elwtor 
<>f Bavaria appointed him a colonel of the general staff; and, 
on the llth of December following, his Serene Highness in- 
vested him with the honorary military badge, as ti, gracious 
fnal^k of his satisfaction for his distinguished services* In 
Mardi 1800, Count Wrede was promoted to the rank of Mi^(»f- 
genecal, and commanded a brigade of a body of troops, at thsie 
lime in the pay of Great Britain. He headed his brigade at 
^e battles <\£ Moskirch, Neuburg, and in the unfortunate affior 
of Hohenlinden, with determined bravery and prudence. 

When peace was condudedi he was appointed comoiaBder of 
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corps of Austrians was added; and, on the 15th 
pf October^ he put himself at the head of this 
confederate army> which did not exceed 30,000 



the brigade in Suabia^ havii^ his head-quarters at Ulmi In 
the year ISOiy he commanded a corps of infdntry, forming part 
ipf the Bavarian army encamped at Nymphenberg; and,,before 
Ae catap broke .up, Was advatieed to the rank of Lieutenant* 
general. 

In di^ war with Atetria^ which commencted in 1605» he 
commanded a division of the Electorls arbiy, protected the en- 
irirons^ of Miinchen) and subsequently advanced into Moravia* 
Kapoledn made him grand officer of the legion of honour, and 
his Sovereign, when peace was established, iq 1806, invested 
him with the Grand Cross of the military order of Max. Joseph. 
IThe Bavarian army having returned to their several garrisons^ 
^ifter the peace of Pi-esbufg, Count Wrede wais appointed com* 
mander-in-chief of the province of Suabia. The war. against 
Prussia and 'Russia, which soon followed, afforded General 
Count Wrede many opportunities of distinguishing himself in a 
most signal manner, at the head of his division^ The battles of 
Glogau, Breslaw, and Pultusk, bore witness to his intrepidit}^ 
On the return of peabe,he'again resumed his military command 
in Suabia. When die Cojigress was sitting, at Erfurt, in 1808, 
he was intrusted with the command of the Bavarian ariifiy, then 
.k) camp aear Augsburg, which soon bfoke up, as the threaten* 
ed hostQities did not take places 

France, by her ambitious projec^ts, having again, in ] 809, 
lighted up the flames of war against Austria, our General com« 
DBtanded the second divil»ion of the Bavarian army, and fully 
j«»9tified, by his eminent servicfes, that confidence which His 
.Mi^esty the King of Bavaria and the nation had placed in hira. 
At the. battle of Wagram ha received a dangerous wound. 
The excessive fatigues of this campaign, and the effects of his 
.woundi induced our experienced General, at this period, to 

T 
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ineUy to commence his operations agai&st the 
common enemy. By a series of forced marches, 
he reached Wiirtzborg on the 24th of October, 



dediiie all public functions, and to retire to one of his estates, 
to re-establish his bjured constitution. After a short interval 
of repose. His Majesty promoted him to the rank of General of 
the Cavalry, as a proof of the high esteem in which Jiis great 
and meritorious services were held by his grateful Monarch. 

About the middle of February 1812, when the Bavarian 
army took the field in the memorable campaign of Ni^eon 
against Russia, the command of the second division was given 
to our General. At the bloody battle of PoUoak, the Bavarian 
Commander-in-chief, Generld Count von Deroy, being mortaUy 
wounded, General Count Wrede took upon him the command 
of the army^ With the miserable wrecks of this fine corps €t 
Bavarians, Wrede retreated over the Niemen and Vistula, and, 
under difilcultied almost insurmountable, brought back the 
brave remains of his army, by his wise dispositions, in safety, to 
the frontiers, but breathing insatiable vengeance against the 
blood-thirsty author of all their calamiti^ 
f When the famous campaign of 1813 was opened, by the 
inarch of the confederate armies into. Saxony, a Bavarian 
army of observation was assembled in a camp near Njrmphen- 
berg. It consisted of nearly 25,000 men, mosdy volunteers 
firom the national guards, that had offered to serve in the line. 
General Count Wrede took upon him the command of this 
army on the 15th of October, now strengthened by a corps of 
Austrians. The army immediately left the camp, and, Jby. a 
series of forced marches, reached Uffibnfietm, a distance of 
more than two hundred mQes, on the 9Sd, where head-qtiarten 
were fixed. Here Greneral Count Wrede received intellir 
gence of the victory of Leipstc ; on its being made known to 
the army, it became a spark that kindled into flame a thousand 
fires, that had till now been glimmering under the ashes* An 
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summoned the place to surrender, and, on refusal, 
commenced a heavy bombardment. On the 26th, 
the place capitulated. General Count Wrede, with* 

enthusiastic love of civil liberty burst forth throughout the * 
ra^ks, and the same enthusiasm for the good cause proclaimed 
itself unanimously, as in the north of Germany. The march 
was directed on Wurtzburg, which capitulated on the 96th; and 
ihe head of the columns reached the vicinity of Itanau on the 
28th. The advanced-guard of Napoleon's discomfited army, 
on iu irregular retreat to the Rhine, showed itself on the road 
from Erfiirt. Our General lost no time in making his disposi* 
tions, both prompt and vigorous, to stop the enemy's progress. 
Several bloody encounters ensued: in one of tiie latter, our 
brave General was again severely wounded. When recovering 
from his wound in Hanau, the Emperor of Austria sent him 
the commander's cross of the military order of Maria-Theresa, 
accompanied by the following letter, written by himself: 

« My esteemed General of the Cavalry, 

Count Wrede, Fulda^ November 2d, 1813. 

*^ The gallant deeds that have covered you and the confede« 
rate army under your command, with glory, have induced me 
to give you a proof of my grateful sentiments, by sending you 
the grand cross of the military order of Maria-Theresa. Most 
sincerely do I wish your speedy recovery from your dangerous 
wound, hoping that Providence will preserve for his country 
and the cause pf Germany, an officer at once so brave and 
prudent. Francis.*^ 

His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias had sent out 
General, prior to this, the order of Alexander Newsky : on 
which occasion he received the following letter from the Rus* 
sian cabinet minister, Count Nesselrode : 

** General, Meinungeny October SO^A, 1813. 

'* The Emperor has directed me, as a mark of his particular 

esteem, and proof of his satisfaction at the great services which 

t S 
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out delay, continued his march on Itanau, where 
he arrived with his whole army on the 28th, in the 
morning. The Austrian- Bavarian army took iip 

Your Excelleney has so lately rendered the good cause, to sencl 
you the insignia of the order of St. Alexander Newsky. The dis-- 
tinguished talents of Your Excellency will most powerfully pro-, 
mote the further success of the confederate army ; and His Ma- 
j,esty places the most unbounded confidence in your operations, 
and in the sentiments by which you are animated. I esteem my- 
self peculiarly happy in being the organ of those flattering opi- 
WSDS which the Emperor entertains towards you, and to ofier. 
you the assurances of my high esteem. 

" Count von Nssselrode/' 

-' In fine, all the confederate Princes were loud in theic eulo< 
giums on thie cdiiduct of Wrede. His energetic exertions to 
reach the enemy, his personal bravery, and the wise circum- 
spection of his plans, gave birth to an admiration at once well- 
founded- and general. Having happily recovered from his 
wound, he crossed the Rhine at the head of his corps of gallant 
Bavarians, and forming part of the grand confederate army, 
that entered France at the commencement of the year 1814, 
shared the glory of the victory of Brienne, on the 8d of 
February. On the ISth,^ General Count Wrede attacked,, in 
combination with Bliicher, Marshal Victor, at Nogenty and, 
after an obstinate conflict^ forced him to retreat. A series of 
partial affitirs now followed, and, on the 16th, the Bavarian 
corps directed its march to Sezanne, and^ on the 17th, paissed 
the Seine, after having formed a jitnction with Wittgenstein* 
Our gallant General and his eorps, in sliaring tlie fatigues of 
those eventful days between the 27th of February and the Slst 
of March, partook of the honour and glory, so dearly pur- 
chased, of entering Paris in triumph, as part of the grani 
confederate army. His grateful Sovereign has since raised bin* 
to the dignity of Frince of the r^almv 
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a Strong' position near the place; and, as the van- 
guard of Napoleon's retreating masses was in ad- 
vance upon Hanau, General Count Wrede made the 
necessary dispositions to obstruct its progress, and 
delay its march. Some partial affairs only pre-' 
pared the way to a most bloody and obstinate 
combat The head of the first French column 
began to deboucheon the SOth, about ten o'clock, 
A. M. out of the Pupperwalde and Lamboy-wood *. 

* On the 30th of October, three hussars belongbg to the 
imperial French guards, entered the village of Laogendijesbach, 
and ordered the bailiff pf the place to follow them to the Em- 
peror* The man refiised, 9aying, that, in his absence, liis 
house and bams would be certainly plundered. Two of the 
bussars then offered to remain on his premises, as a guard, if 
be would venture to accpmpany the other to the Emperor's 
quarters: to this proposal th.e bailiff agreed. Qn arriving 
1^ N^polecm's )>ivouacky he foimd him seated on a bundle of 
^traw, near a watch-fire, and a number of maps before him. 
Without any introduction. Napoleon asked the bailiff (through 
an interpreter), whether he knew of any passable by-roads, by 
vhicfa the high-road through Hanau might be avoided. He 
^swered in the affirmative. Horses were instantly ordered, 
and the bailiff was obliged tq ride with Napoleon into the 
floods, and to point out every by-road and out|et ;n the neigh- 
bourhood. 7hey were nearly five hours together. On his be- 
ing dismissed^ without any bfier of a remuneration for hi^ 
trouble, he begged Napoleon to let him have a sauve-gard for 
his village, in return for his local information ; a gloomy scowl 
followed, but no answer* He repeated his request, and Napo- 
leon sullenly remarked : " Lefebvre has the necessari^ orders. 
He vaiU take care of&very things** 

"^l^e biulil^ somewhat elated at this assurance, hastened b^9^ 
T3 -■■■-'■ 
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It was driven back with great loss* Napoleon 
made a second attempt, which met with the sam^ 
fate, and the French were repeatedly repulsed till 
near three o'clock, p. m. The French horse-guards 
now presented themselves, drawn up in a soli4 
body, and, in spite of a heavy cannonade, de- 
bouched, then formed with great rapidity in three 
lines, and charged the Bavarian and Austrian 
horse; they were met with intrepidity, and re- 
pulsed ; but at this moment a battery of French 
twelve-pounders, that had been planted in ambush, 
in the rear of the imperial horse-guards, opened a 
destructive fire on the flank of the allied cavalry, 
and they were obliged at last to yield ground. 
Napoleon had now opened himself a passage, and 
the first column of his troops, consisting mostly 
of guards, filed off on the road to the north of Ha- 
nau. General Count Wrede, having received rein* 
forcements on the 3 1st, took post to the south of 
Hanau, having evacuated the place early the same 
morning * : some brisk attacks followed, with va- 

to his Tillage, H^ found it (could any one expect otherwise i) 
completely sacked and pillaged. And the two hussars, left in hk 
house, had been the first to set the example, by emptying it of 
every portable article of value. Such are the piroofs of the gra- 
titude and honour of Napoleon and his satellites. 



* A deputation from the magistrates and inhabitants of Ha* 
nau was admired to an audience of Napoleon^ in PuppenWalde* 
He was seated in the front of a tent, surrounded by a crowd of 
officers. Upon their being mtroducedi by one of Ibs adjutant^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



FIELD-MARSHAL PlIKeB BLUCHEB. 99^9 

rious success, and Hannu was stormed by the 
Bavarians, towards three o'clock, p, h. with the 
view of cutting off some part of Napoleon's troops* 
Genenil Coufit Wrede was wounded in gallantly 
leading on his troops tp the assault* During the 
night, the rest of the Fi'ench columns took the road 
to Francfort. The loss, on both sides, was very 
severe. General Wrede, in his attempt to arrest 
Napoleon's career to the Rhiue, showed the most 
htvincible courage, in maintaining this very uur 
equal contest The attempt was crowned with 
glcn'yf w he suflS^ned no positive d^feat^ and yet 



Napoleon addressed them in a smgularly abrupt and unceremo* 
1^118 manner: 

** Ton Mie the deputation teem Hanau? It is the w<Nntt cfty 
Sb Germany. The citizens have received the Bavarians an^ 
J^uatriana with every mark of exultation and Joy. I know I 
cannot force them to love the French ; but, methinks, common 
sense should have told them to show at least more attachment 
to France, than to Russia. The one is much nearer to afford 
#nocoiir and he^, when necessmry. But, however, as a pu^ 
nishment^ I bombarded the town last night. Has the fire 
done much damage ?*' On being answered in the affirinative, 
he replied) ** It was my intention to have burnt at lea$t half the 
city about your ears.'* And then turning to Augereau, who 
stood near him, demanded, ** What he could say in favour of 
HanaU?"* The Marshal, in. his answer, ^ave some praise to 
^elr former conduct*. 

•* Cest bon^^ replied Napo^Ieon ; "^e ioM fue ks m^gistratx 
sont de irave gens, mais la bourgeoisie est de la eanaUle: — ^for 
"this ^me, let'their present punishment suffice." And they wer^ 
<1t«i disinitfiftli 

t4 
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kept Napoleon at bay for two days, disputing 
with him every foot of ground ; and only by tb« 
overwhelming force of numbers, did the enemy 
open his road to Francfort, and General Wtede 
find himself unable to stop his further march to 
the Rhine. Napoleon halted not at Francfort^ but 
pursued his march to that river, in the direction 
of Mentz, where he crossed it on. the 7th of 
NDvember, It was the last battle which Napoleon 
fought in Germany to save himself; and his in* 
fluence and dominion over it were thus for ever 
destroyed. The dawning prospect of better time« 
seemed already to indemnify the Germans for so 
many years of misery ; and the scum and filth of 
the French nation, that had been raised to the top^ 
by the force of their vices, and by such talents as 
they devoted exclusively to purposes of immoral 
tendency, had received a chastisement, that, if it 
did not promote repentance, at least humbled them 
in the dust . > 

In now casting a retrospective glance over the 
operations of the grand confederate army, subse- 
quent to the battle of Leipsic^ and preceding the 
passage of the Rhine, we do but pursue the thread 
of our narrative^ 

Napoleon, to secure his retreat from Leipsic, 
had destroyed every bridge oyer the Elster, and 
the numerous small arms of that riv^r, and the 
Luppe, between Leipsic and LindenaUj^ and was 
thus able to remain in the latter place XiU near 
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three o'clock, t. m. of the 19th of October. The 
extraordinary efforts of the allied army, during^ 
the last six days, had produced, it cannot be 
concealed, such a general state of exhaustion 
throughout the troops, that not only the impedi^ 
mente thrown in their line of march by the enemy, 
but the absolute necessity of some hours of repose 
to the men and horses, obliged them to halt for a 
while in Leipsic and its environs. Their light 
troops alone continued, without intermission, to 
harass and distress the flanks of Napoleon's disor- 
ganized masses, and prepait obstacles for their 
future movements, which only a war like the pre- 
sent could render possible. Naumburg was occu- 
pied by a corps of Austrians, and a strong column 
advanced by the way of Pegau, to press on the 
left flank of the enemy, and to prevent their con- 
centrating themselves behind the Saale. The 
Northern army pursued Napoleon's right flank, iiu 
the direction of Querfurt, Artern, and Spndershau* 
3en, detaching strong corps towards the Weser, 
The head-quarters of the grand Bohemian army 
were at Weimar on the 24thj continuing its march 
parallel with the left flank of Napoleon's forces, 
whose advanced-guard, composed of his young 
guards ; his centre column, of the wrecks aiid re- 
^lains of all his other corp§ ; and his rear-guard, 
that covered the retreat, of his old guards, were 
incessantly exposed to the bold attacks of the 
(Jlos^acks on all sides. His retreat was of a d^;- 
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scription that almost exceeds the limits of possi* 
bility. Clouds of light cavalry were advanced 
before him, breaking up the roads, destroying the 
bridges, and removing every article of human 
sustenance. The route of bis troops was marked 
with an hourly loss of men and warlike stores. He 
reached Hanau on the 29th, and the Rhine a few 
days afterwards* 

General von Bliicher had, for very cogent rea- 
sons, directed his line of march from the vicinity 
of Eisenach to Coblentz, on the 28th of Octc^n 
The intelligence of Napoleon's retreat on Mentz 
soon reached him ; he entered Francfort on the 
Maine, at the head of his gallant army, and, 
on^ the 30th of December^ issued the following 
proclamation : 

" Brave Warriors of the Silesian Army I 

** Your gallant progress, from the Oder to the 
Rhine, has torn provinces out of the hands of the 
^cmy which he had formerly subdued. You are 
now to pass the Rhine, to force the enemy to ac- 
cept of peace, who can ill brook the having losf^ 
in two campaigns, his conquests during nineteen 
years. 

^ Soldiers ! I need only point out the path of 
glory ^o the victors on the Katzbach, near War* 
tenberg, Mockern, and Leipsic, to be sure of the 
resvlt. But it is here incumbent "upon me to im» 
pose on you new duties. The inhabitai^ts of the 
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left bank of the Rhine are not inimical to our 
causse. I have promised them aafety and protec- 
tion of property ; I have done it in your name. 
You must keep this promise sacred. Bravery con^ 
fers honour on the soldier ; but obedience and dist^ 
cipline for^i his brightest oroament3« 

*^ ^L3CH£iU'* 

The Rhine seemed^ as it were, to form a kind 
of barrier to the fnrther operations of the victo* 
rious allied armies at the end of October and the 
beginning of November, particularly for the 
centre and left wing ; ai^d, during the wjhole of 
November, no serious preparations were made to 
pass this river with the main body. Mature deli^ 
berations, in the mean time, on the part of the 
august Allies, produced a welUdigested plan of 
future operations, which, towards the middle of 
JDecember, was put in execution, with a harmony 
and unanimity, blended with a general enthusiasm, 
^at gave fair promise of the most brilliant results 
to the arms of the Confederates, 

At the commencement of the new year, 1814, 
all the corps of the confederate army had passed 
the Rhine*. The grand army, under the com*' 



^ An official statement of the strength of the allied armies 
and corps that took the field at the opening of the campaign 
Jato l^rance may not be unacceptable to our readers. 

Bayarift 
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mand of Prince Schwartzenberg, consisting of the 
corps of Colloredo, Lichtenstein, Giulay, Crown 



Coontrief* 

Bavaria. ........... 

Hanover 

Braoswick 

Oldcalmnr .•«.<•.*• 
Hanse Towns! ..,',.. 
Mecklenburg - Sch we- 

rin 

Saxonj .).:«.«••..)• 

Weimar 

Gotha« 

Scbwarzburg 

Anbatt 

Hesse-Cassel 

Berg: 

Waldeck 

Lippe^cbaumborg. . . 
Nassau.. .......... 

Coburg 

Meiauogen 

Hildburgbausen 

Meckient^uif-StKlitz 

Wurtzburg 

Parmitiutt 

Francfort and Isen- 

buig 

Reu3Z • 

Wurtembeig 

Baclen ..^.... 

Hobeasolleni 

Lichtei^stein . . . 
'the Austrian armies 

in France and Italy 

The Hi^ssian moJLt% , , 

The Prusf ian armiea, . 
The Swedish arm; . . • 



Nyunben. 

86,000 
20,000' 

e,ooo 

1^00 
S,500 

» 1^000 



Oenenb^ 



} 



} 



Wrede. 



Armies. 
G^randanny. 



>rl>i|ke of Broqswick. North army. 



Weimar. 



^Q,00pl 

800 [ 

1,100 rOuke of 

650 I 

800j 

12,000 .Prince of Hesse. 
5,000* 



400 

650 

l>680 

400 

300 

200 

600^ 

2,000^ 

4j000 



^Doke of Coburg . 



North, iicmy. 
Silesian army, 

SUesiaa army. 



>>Prince of Hessc-Homborg Grand army. 



2,8oq 

450j 
12,000^ 

^^'lll Vprince of Wurtemberg . . , 

osn nnn / Fi«W-inarshal von Hiller . . 
**"'""" t Prince of Schwartarenberg 

r General Barclay de Tolly 
25Q^000^ General Wittgenstein . . . . 

(, General Bennigsen 

-^/» A/»*v /Field-marshal Blucher. . , . 

*^^'^^?lGeneralKleist 

SOjOOa i^rown Prince of Swedei^, • 

874,160 



} 



Grand aimy^ 

Italian army. 
Grand army. 

Grand army. 

North army. 
Silesian army^ 
Grand army. 
North army. 



^ N. B. The English army, including, Spaniards and Portu«, 
guese, under the Marquis of Wellington, the auxiliary corps of 
Danes, the Neapolitans, and the army of the Netherlands, ar^ 
to bq Ridded to the above number. 
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Prince of Wiirtemberg, and Wrede, as likewise 
the whole of the Russian and Prussian reserves 
under General Barclay de Tolly, directed their 
inarch through the western part of Switzerland^ 
passed the Rhine^and moved onwards into Alsace, 
towards Langres and Chaumont, after leaving be* 
hind them the necessary detachments to blockade 
and besiege the several fortresses which they had 
left in thieir rear, , 

Field-marshal von Bliicher began to pass the 
Rhine, by Kaub, Bacharach, and Coblcntz, with 
his Silesian army, on the 1st of January 1814. 
General von York's corps had the honour of lead-? 
ing the march, and was the first that crossed the 
Rhine. In the night of the 31st of December 
200 tnen, of the regiment of Brandenburgh, land- 
ed on the left bank of the Rhine, and, after a 
trifling resistance, drove in some of the enemy's 
out-posts. About ten o'clock, a. m. nearly 4000 
men, infantry, had crossed the river in barges. 
Bacharach and Ober.wesel were taken. The bridge 
of pontoons at Kaub was ready the same day, and 
the corps of General Langeron, and the main body 
of the army, followed on the 2d of January. Ge- 
neral Sacken crossed the Rhine, with his corps, at 
Manheim, and General St. Priest at Coblentz, 

Marshal Bliicher issued the fbllovving proclama- 
tion to the inhabitants of the left bank of the 
Rhine : 

" I have led the Silesian army over the Rhine, 
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tliat the freedom and independence of nationa majF 
be established^ and peace acquired. 

" The Emperor Napoleon has incorporated Hol- 
land, a part of Germany, and Italy, with the 
French empire; he has declared that he would not 
give up a single village of these conquests, even 
if the enemy appeared on the heights of Paris. 

" It is against this declaration — against these 
principles, that the armies of all the European 
powers are on their march. Will you defend these 
principles ? Well, then, enter the files of Napo- 
leon ; try the chance of battle against that just 
cause which Providence so evidently protects. If 
not, you then find protection with us. I shall de-^ 
fend your property. 

" Let every citizen, every peasant, remain tran- 
quilly in his dwelling — every magistrate at his 
pogt, and continue, without interruption, the em- 
ployments of his office. But from the moment the 
allied troops occupy a place, all connexion with 
the French empire must cease. Whoever acts 
against this ordinance commits treason towards 
the allied powers, will be brought before a court- 
martial, and be punished with death. 

" VON BLUCHER." 
On the left bank of the Rhine, 
January 1, 1814. 

It was now that France experienced all the disk 
advantages resulting from an unsettled, tyrannical 
government, and that all her power and aU her 
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strength had been employed merely for the purpose 
of acquiring conquests^ that had neither secured her 
boundaries, nor rendered actual invasion impossible. 

But before we proceed further, we think it ne- 
cessary to call the attention of our readers to the 
minor operations of the extreme right wing of the 
confederate army after the battle of Leipsic. 

The Crown Prince of Sweden *, at the head of 

• Memoirs of the Croton Prince of Stoederu 

Charles John Beniadotte was bora on the 24th of Jun^ 
176S, at Pan, near the foot of the Pyrenean mountains. Hil 
j&ther had attained considerable eminence in the law, and gaVt 
his son a liberal education. On reaching manhood^ hegair# 
way to his favourite propensity, and chose the profesdon ci 
arms ; and his first campaign was made under Rochambeau, in 
America: he was there taken prisoner by the British forces. 
Wlien the French revolution broke out, we find him, in his twen- 
ty-sixth year, in the regiment of royal marines. He became a 
ataunch republican ; and, having distinguished himself during 
the subjection of the Low Countries, he was made a General of 
Divisioja. He gave singular proofs of his conduct and bravery 
at the battle of fleurus, 1795, and at the crossing of the Rhine 
in 1796, being at that period attached to the army of General. 
Jourdan. His division blockaded Mentz for some time ; and 
had, afterwards, a considerable share in the success of the 
battle of Neuhoff. General Bernadotte was detached, with his 
division, to strengthen the army of Buonaparte in Italy, which 
circumstance gave rise to a very intimate acquaintance between 
these two personages. Napoleon ordered him to take Gradiska, 
whicft he accomplished. After the battle of Rivoli, Buonaparte 
sent General Bernadotte, with the colours taken from the enemy, 
accpmpanied by a strong recomniendation to the Directory, ifli 
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the Swedish army, and two divisions of Russians 
and Prussians, directed his march, from the victori- 
ous plains of Leipsic, towards the Weser. and arrived 



favour of the GenefaL He was received in Paris with distin<< 
guished and very flattering marks of respect ; and was there« 
upon appointed commandant in Marseilles. Soon after tha 
peace of Campo-Formio he repaired to the Austrian capital at 
ambassador from the French republic. The displaying of the 
three-coloured flag before his hotel, caused a vehement popular 
commotion in Vienna, and General Bernadotte was Induced to 
retire to Rastadt, to await the decision of the Directory. On 
the breaking out of a new war, General Jourdan was appointed 
io the command of the army intended to act against the Arch« 
Guke Charles, and Bernadotte was intrusted with one of the 
wings. This army was soon obliged to repass the Rhine. Ge- 
neral Bernadotte was now placed at the head of the war depart* 
ment. The Directory, a short time after, commanded him td 
resign his place in favour of Mallet-Mureau, and to repair again 
to the army. . It appears that this abrupt conduct of the Direc- 
tory gave considerable offence, as Bernadotte made immediate 
application for his dismission, which was granted him, with a 
pension ; and he retired from all public affairs to his estate in 
tiie country. Ties of relationship attached him to the family of 
Buonaparte, his lady being the sister of the wife of Joseph 
Buonaparte, eldest brother of Napoleon. The army of the. West 
was intrusted to his command; and, at its head, he contributed to 
the destruction ef the faithful royalists at Quiberon Bay. Th6 
peace of Luneville being ratified, he resigned his command to Ge- 
neral Laborde ; and was on the point of proceeding t« the United 
States, as ambassador, when hostilities again broke out betweefi 
England and France. In the year 18G4? the First Consul sent him 
to Hanover, where he succeeded General Mortier in his com- 
mand, and, by the mildness of his measures and suavity of his^ 
manners, he made himself universally esteemed by the Hadove* 
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at Hanover on the S5th of October, pushing for* 
Wards his left wing, towards the Ems. He halted 
with his army, a few days, to. refresh his troops, 
and to give Denmark an Opportunity of making 
overtures. Meanwhile Marshal d'Avoust*, who 

ri«D8. The year foUowing^ the First Consul declared himself 
Emperor of the French, and invested Bemadotte with the dig- 
nity of Marshal of the Empire. He assisted at the battle of 
Aiisterlit2, During his stay in Germany, in 1 806, Napoleon 
tereated the Marsh^d a Prince, as Pirinee of Ponte-Coryo, at 
the same time that Talleyrand was made Prince of Benevente* 
The Prince distinguished himself at the battle of Jena^ and at 
ihe affiiir of Liibeckyiigainst General von Bliicher. From the year 
1807 to\869 he commanded the army of observation in the 
ttorth of Germany. At the head of the Saxon troo^, he took 
part in the battle of Deutsch>-Wagram. When peaee was 
signed, he retired, in 1810, to his estates, at Lagrange Ik Pre- 
vote^ near Melun ; from whence he was called to inherit the 
throne of Sweden, by the unanimous voice of the Swedish na* 
tion. As Crown Prince t>f Sweden he powerfully assisted in the 
ddiveraatce of Germany, which must ever be remembered with 
gratitude by the natiom 



* Memoirs of d*Avotist. 
it is the part of the biographer to relate stubborn facts; 
he is obliged, not only to detail the virtues, but tlie deceit and* 
cruelty of ihdividuars, their ambition and avarice, their mean- 
ness and violence* The task may be useful, but no one will 
have the hardihood to say, that, it is, in the latter case, a grate- 
ful one; for the man, whose duty it is to point out an individual, 
as an instance of unexampled moral turpitude, to the inquisitive 
World, niust be donscidus, not only of the utility, but -of the 
feelings of abhorrence, arising from his exertions. Each sentence 
he pens presents to his view some horrid, monstrous, and diabo- 

U 
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had been suffered to intrench himself up to the 
ears in Hamburgb, had taken up a strong position 
between the two Hanse towns of Liibeck and 



Heal trait of character — some feature, stamped with the ap* 
palling image of a black and callous soul : greatness, found^ 
without generosity^ — valour, without mercy— and wfidom^with- 
out virtue. The subject of the present memoirs is i^uch a por- 
trait. ' The tnass of authentic anecdote, dispersed throughoiit 
this chapter, portrays, in striking colours, his prominent fea« 
tures. 

D'Avoust has drawn-down upon himself the et^nial hati^ of 
all good Germans, in a much higher degree than any other of 
Napoleon's Satraps. The -origin of this deadly hate may 
be traced to his persecutions of Germah audibrs *, his 
avowed contempt of every thing relative to the Teutonic na- 
tion, hrs eager inclination to diiscover, in the most private coii- 
nexions, imaginary conspiracies against France; and, above 
all, the unnatural severity with which he at all times e:^ecuted 
Napoleon's decrees. 

A few minute particularis concerning the Hfe of tkis man, 
will no doubt provi^ acceptable to our readers. 

D'Avoust, Duke of Auerstadt and Pk'inoe of Eckmfiiil, was 
bom at Annou, in Burgundy, and is descended from a noble 



• Mr. Becker, an admired German writer, and CouncillOT of the Court, at 
, Gotha, was arrested, conveyed to Magdeburg, and thrown into a dungeon, 
in direct Tiolation of the rights of nations. The DuVc of Vt^eimar endeavoured 
to procure his release, and caused represents tiona of his innocedce to be made 
to Manihal d'ATOUst, to which he rietamed the folfowitf; brutal and insoletit 
answer, in a letter still esctant, in which, aft^r a positive refoaal«f Hbentioti, 
be proceeds tbns : *' And, besides, the Gtemaos aie, altogether ft. stabbom 
, people ; and they will hardly become tame and docile, until I have made some 
striking examples, by hanging up, on one tree, a German prince,, a man- oS 
letters, and a merchant, as a warning to the rest l^" 
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Hamburgh. After the denunciation of the armis- 
tice, a Corps under General Wallmoden, and a di- 
vision of Swedes under General Vegesack, in the 

family. His father had more than once exercised the functions 
of an ambassador. He was killed, by accident, on a shooting- 
fMurQr, leaving his son an ofpfaim of tender years. At a auitable 
age, youtig d'Ayoust was placed in the military school at 
Brienne, where he imbibed the first rudiments of his knowledge 
of military tactics. It is singular that Napoleon was formed at 
the same school. 

Jit what period d' Avoust first entered the army„ and obtained 
A commission, we are unable to say ; but we find him, in the 
year 1785, as 8econ4 Lieutenant in the royal Champi^e regi^ 
l&ent of cavalry. 

When the revolution broke out in France, the greater part of 
his brother^officers emigrated. D^Avoust's mind Sfsemed, how- 
ever, adapted for the scenes of the revolution ; and, although 
exposed, as a royal officer^ to boxbq vexations, h^ declared 
himself a staunch republican* In the year 1790, d'Avou«t wa9 
i^pointed Gomn^ander of a battalion of volunteers of the Yonne# 
was attached to the army of the north, and was present At all 
the a£^irs pf Dumourier's campaign* When Dumourier deserted 
the cau^ of the r^ublici toad came ovef to the Austrlaas, il 
Was d' Avoust that made the daring, but frustrated Attempt to 
prevent him^ §nd take him prisoner as a traitor. He waa mad^ 
a General in 1799, and si^rved in the army of the Moselle. He 
soon afterwards passed the Rhine Under Pichegra ; wfis l^ t0 
defend Manheim, and taken prisoner in the place. Upon being 
exchanged, he again passed the Rhine, with a division, in 1797* 
P^ci was friade; and d* Avoust accompanied Napoleon into 
Eg3rpt as General of BVigade in the corps of Dessaik. After 
Che convention of El Arisch, he embarked, witli Dfessaix, for 
France, and landed at Toulon. He was immediately called to 
Paris by Napoleon, and received the command oiP the cavalry 

tT2 



Digitized 



by Google 



2^2 CAMPAIGNS or 

whole about 20,000 men, bad b^en left in Meefc* 
lenburg-Scbwerin, to observe and kec^p d'Avoust 
in check. I'he strength of d'Avoust'* corps, in- 
cluding from 10 to 12,000 Danes, might be mo? 
derately estimated at 32,000 men. He had, therer 
fore, a considerable superiority of numbers. In the 
course of the month of August, d'Avoust pene« 
trated to Schwerin *, the capital of the Dutcby, 



attached to tbe scrtay in Italy, atid finished the campaign undef 
Brune. In the tenth year of the republic d'^AvorusI was appoint- 
ed commander-in-chief of the grenadiers belonging to the Con« 
fiular guards. When Napoleon styled himself Emperor tf 
France, h^ was made a Marshal of the empire. He commanded 
a corps d'arm^e at the battles of Austertitz and Jena, and in 
that of Deutsch-Wagram. Subsequent to the peace of Tilsit, 
he commanded a body of troops in Germany, having his head* 
quarters at Erfurt, from whence he took up his residence in 
Hamburgh, on being appointed General Governor of the Han- 
seatic Pepartments. He commanded a corps under Napdeon 
in the famous campaign into Russia, and returned to Ham* 
burgh in May 1813, to beeome the instrument of Napoleon's 
rancorous malice and vindictive thirst for revenge. We need 
not enter into arguments to prove the true character of d'Avoust ; 
his inhuman acts cry aloud to the uttermost comers of the 
earth, and leave an impression on the minds of every good 
Christian, that is difficult to describe, but very sensibly to be 
fcU- • 

^ * When d'Avoust arrived at Sdiwerln, the capital of the 
0utchy of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, he expressed hunself much 
surprised to fipd that all the authorities and opulent inhabitants 
had left the place. He sent for Mr. Roder, chamberlain of the 
£Ourt, and gave him to understated what mis^rie^ «Vfaited the 
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atid bivouacked his army on~ strong ground near 
the lakes. Here he remained, for some time, in- 



country when -deseriked by its magistrates, and bid him repair to 
the reigning Duke, and tell him, that if he did not immediately 
send thebailifis of the crown baillages, and other members of the 
civil power, to perform the functions of government, he would 
ixiake mayors of his hussars, and lord-lieutenants of his gens- 
d'armes. " My first step," he added, *< will be to order the confla« 
gration and destruction of all the Duke's palaces, castles, and 
moveable property of every description.** The Duke, however, 
very properly disdained returning any answer to such brutal 
threats, more worthy the commander of a body of Vandals, 
than a Prince of polished France. D*Avoust, on the whole, 
treated Mecklenburg with some lenity, and an outward show of 
moderation, but in doing so, he was actuated only by his own 
private and selfish views ; and these were, Uiat Napoleon had 
iKetually promised him the Dukedom of Mecklenburg-Schwerin^ 
with an inereased extent of frontier. 

. ^ At a conference which Mr. Bulow, Grand-marshal of the 
court of Meddenburg,4iad with d'Avoust, during his present 
4>ccupation of the Dutchy, the latter mentioned, in a haughty, 
supercilious manner, that the Emperor of France had already, 
at a conference, on the 9^th of April, with the Duke of Wei- 
HEKUP, at Erfurt, previous to diofifaaxtle of Lutzen, fixed the fat6 
pf M<ecldenburj^*8 Duke, by speaking of him in these terms: 
*< He has ^ased to be reigning Duket I shall give his territories 
to another more worthy <^ my confidence. He was the first Ger- 
man Prince to desert the Confederacy of the Rhine. I shall 
trust him no move.'^ 

. {t was remarked, as ratlier extraordinary, that, regardless of 
' the above-mentioned threats, the Duke's residences, castles, 
jkvnains, gardens, &c* were particularly spared, and carefully 
Icept up, by d'Avoust during his stay in the Dutchy. He made 
V^y detailed inquiries concerning their number, their value, 

V a 
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active*. A division under General Loison xy^ 
advanced to Wismar. General WaUmoden ancji 
General Vegesack occupied Neustadt and Rostock^ 
near which latter place some partial advantages 
were obtained over the enemy. The intelligence 
of the complete defeat of Marshal Oudinot at 
Gross-Beeren, reached d'Avoust about the latter 



and the revenues of the Duke's private property and estates ; 
the peasantry of which hitter were less pillaged than the x>thers. 
To obtain the necessary information he did not e^cruple employ* 
ing the vilest vagab(Hids — people who, unde|: the govemnienfi 
pf the Puke, had been guilty of embezzlements pf the wors^ 
description. A man, in particular, of the name of SufBcmih]^ 
a name branded with every attribute belonging to the character 
of a traitor, became one of his most intimate coaosellors. 

ReUUed to $he editor hjf Bwrm vm JT— «i 



^ In' the month of August 1815, the haad-quaitefs of 
d* AvQust were at a favourite hiinting^eat of the Duke% 4Mdie4 
Frederick's-Thal, near Scbwerin. Many petty dilapidations 
and robberies were committed by Us suite, to mention v^plH 
would be doing them too much honour; but that thepublid 
may kbow the man, we will hese relate one o( those niM^roua 
' acts of piUful peculation and rapine of this sateOite of Napo)epii| 
as being done under his own immediate eye and direption. 

In the banquetting saloon hung those four w^ll-known fing^ 
lish caricature prints, by Row}andson> of the Pox-ehase and 
the Fox-hunting Dinner. They seemed to strike d^AvouM'i) 
fancy mightily, and he gave express direotions to one of his ad- 
jutants to have them Uken out of their frames, earefldly rolled 
up, and sent to Hamburgh i^ these orders were immediateiy put 
in execMtion* 
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end of the month, and he forthwith made a retro^ 
girad^ movement with his army in the night of the 
3d of Septf mber^ and> by a forced march, ri^ached 
the Jine of the Stecknitz, near Ratzeburg. Hi^ 
retread did not escape the circumspection of Ge^ 
neral WaUmoden, whose light troops, consisting 
of the i^lunteers of Mecklenburg, the Hanseatic 
cavalry, the Hsnoverian sh&rp-shooters, and th^ 
free corps of Reiche and Liitzow, pressed hard 
up<Hi d'Avpust's rear-guard, and took from it above 
a- thousand, prisoners, besides a considerable quaur 
tity of bagga:ge and stores* General Wallmoden 
pursued the enemy, and took position at Boitzent 
burg. D'Avoust threw a corps of about 9000 
men, imder General Pecheux, over the Elbe, with 
the view of making a diversion on the side of 
M&gdeburg. General Wallmoden having received 
early intelligence of this intended movement, passr 
ed the Elbe at Domitz, with a part of his army, 
and, after a warm affair at Gorde, on the l6th of 
September, completely beat Pecheux, taking from 
him 1800 prisoners, 8 pieces of cannon, 12 tum- 
brils, and much baggage. . The shattered remains 
of this corps afterwardsr found their way back to 
Hamburgh, by the rputepf Lunenburgh, D'Avoust, 
with fi singular obstinacy, still remained immove- 
able in his position on the Stecknits; till the month 
of November. 

The hopes of the Crown Prince of Sweden,^ in 
yegaiid to the politics of Denmark, were not re^r 
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lized ; and, consequently, towards the 'm?ddle of 
November, his advanced-guard of 6000 men put 
itself in march from Hanover, to jom Genera! 
WaUmoden at Boitzenburg, and his Highness 
crossed the Elbe, with the main body of his army, 
near the same place, on the 80th of November, 
After forming a junction with General WaUmo- 
den, his Highness made the necessary dispositions 
to assault the almost impregnable position of 
d'Avoust behind the Stecknitz ; and a corps was 
ordered, as a diversion, to cross the Elbe at 
Geesthacht, and thus to threaten d^Avousfs direct 
communication with Hamburgh. This detested 
adherent of Napoleon found himself in jeopardy, 
and in all haste evacuated the line of the Steciknitz, 
retreating behind the Bille, or, more properly 
speaking, throwing himself and his army inta the 
devoted city of Hamburgh. 

^ The Crown Prince pursued him till under the 
walls of Hamburgh, and, leaving a corps of ob- 
servation before the place, directed his march on 
LUbeck, which place opened its ^atesi to him on 
the 6th of December. The auxiliary corps of 
Panes, attached to d'Avoust's army, filed off from 
the Stecknitz* towards Segeberg and Rendsbtrrg, 
The Crown Prince detached a corps to observe 
their operations, which marched by the way of 
Neumiinster. Some well-contested affairs took 
place, and the Danes made good tlieir retreat to 
Kwdsburg on the l^th of D^qember, after a very 
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severe and bloody action, in which much bravery 
was shown on both sides. * The Prince of Hesse, 
who commanded the Danes, now offered terms 
for a cessation of arms ; they were agreed upon ; 
and an armistice, till the 29th of December, was 
concluded. Meanwhile General von Bennigsen 
had arrived before Hamburgh with his army of 
Russians and Poles, and the Crown Prince bein^f 
relieved, retracedhis steps towards the Weser a^d 
the Rhine. Hamburgh was now strictly block- 
aded on all sides * ; and the brutal d'Avoust had 



. * l^ When the Russian army was on the point of investing 
Hamburgh, d'Avoust issued an order, commanding all owners 
of horses of every description to provide themselves with forage 
for six months. As soon as^this was complied with> at an enor- 
mous expense^ another mandate appeared, ordering that all 
horses, not belonging to the garrison, should have their throats 
cut, which was immediately put in execution ; and the forage 
collected by the citizens, was then seized upon by d'Avoost, 
under the pretence of its now being useless. 

2^. The inhabitants were commanded by d'Avoust^ upon 
pain of expulsion, to provide themselves with six months pro« 
visions, with an assurance,- publicly announced, that private 
property would, in every event, be respected* Hardly had 
eight days expired, before a new regulation, in two separate 
ordinances, appeared, by which elach member of a family was 
bound* under penalty of exile, to deliver fourteen pounds 
weight of provisions into the French magazines ! 

3^ A i^ery eminent physician of Hamburgh, on vi^nttirihg te 
make remonstrances to d' Avoust, concerning the converting hyi 
)u>use into an hospital, at half an hour's notice, stating that it 
ff^ the onl^ relic of his property still left untouched i (hat bk 
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free scope to exercise his monstfouQ p«ssion fo« 
devastation, and the srght of human misery in all 
its gradations. The fate of Hamburgh will fornix 
for ever, an epoch in the history of French priur 
ctplesj wlien describing their effects, and the acr 
tioQS of their propagators, well calculated to in^ 
cite every well-wisher of his native country tQ 
bold them in utter deteiitation. D'Avoust wat 
General-governor and Commander-in-chief*. His 



^kooksy his physical apparatus, his anatomical colle6libn, &c* 
^ould not he moved in so short a space of time, and would in? 
evitably be destroyed by the lawless soldiery; d'Avoust answer^ 
tdp in his usual brutal riiahher: "How, Sir! your property? 
Where can you have property? (And then,' laying hold of a 
liutton of his coat, added,} Not even this button can be called 
your property; it bdongs to the Emperor. Yoii must tiim 
out of yoUr house within half an hour. Begone !'* 



t P« At ^ ccmferetioe wbifib d' Avoi}8t had with one of the Se? 
nalors of Hamburgh, goon after his reoecupation of the pUce^. 
^e casually f^taarked^ that he should tm^ punish the crim^iaL 

** Wha may they be ?** inquired the Senator. 

" The rich,** he rejoioed, scoffingly. 

gT. The Generalafd'Ay0U8t'sEtat-maJQrobserved,in the course 
of a conversation with the Editor^ ** that the city had shown 9 
lurious enthusiasm at the eight of the Ru|»aianS| for wbicb th? . 
ii^abitants would> in return* have the pleasure of seeinj^ their 
pockets turned inside out." To this the General addedarem^^ 
which at t;bat lime had much point ; '< As to the English^'' he 
said> << they had accustomed themselves to travel too much p;;i 
the Contident ; they wQoldy in future, have l,6ss J^rtjr and opr. 
j^ortttoity," 
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preparajtiona, for. defence were upoiv a large spal^ 
and he appe^r^d determined to defend himself tq 
the very last extremity^ His acts of oppression 
jBxceed all human conception *. Nothing seeraec) 

r— r — ' ^ 

f The rigorous measures ^opted by d^Avotist agaihst tik^ 
personal interests ef the citiatens of Hamburgh^ can wit)i di& 
fioultybe defended by uny kind of sx>pfti8tr3r; and the 8tat<^ 
0i men's minds in the north of' 'Germany cbuld not but 
serve to render every action df t^is satellite of Napoleoii de^ 
tested* D'Avoust, in his subsequent defence, seems to lay 
much stress dn his asserting that ^he defies any one to proT6 
bis having done ah action unbecoming an officer and a man oi 
honout '/■ or, in ' other words, confesses- btf was only a subordi* 
Bate iBStrumeht in inore powerftd hands. But can mercy and 
forbearance foe less necessary to an officer in bbejnng the otd^i^ 
of his sovereign^ tbitn tQ a |>riTate citizen f ^o sorefi^gi^ e^^et 
issued mandatiee to make war uj^on private individuals. W^ wiU 
allow d*Av4>ust every advantage to be derived fVoih tlie basil 
on which bo founds bis innocence and exculpation— we will 
pot even dispute his right to seise Iris means of defence where^ 
ever they ^^ve td be found, ei^i^ in the bank, in the hbusel 
of the eitizens, or in their lives and propeHy. The honour or 
dishon6uf of e^cecutijag cruel mandates to their utmost extent^ 
instead of modifykig them by*^e laws ef humanity, we will 
leave to be determhied by that diversity of <fpinion which niUst 
necessarily exist| and only from plain, unvarnished, and au- 
(ihentic facts, venture to mark his character with those Mots of 
atrocity and inhumanity, which, when once fixed, it is hot, tiot 
evai cani)e> ui his power to e&ce. 

His master's orders were to defehd the place, and to completift 
)t8 fortificatiotis. A glacis of suftciei^t e^ktent fVom the bUt- 
werks was a main object, the obtaininig of which must hav'e ap- 
jpeared necessary from the first moment of his re-enteritig the 
pity, A ^ood engineer know§ tiHb space required accord« 
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sacred to him. The private property of the citi- 
zenS; placed in the bank*, was greedily seized 



iDg 10 the nature of tbe ground ; consequently the suburbs, 
vHIages, and houses lying In the way of forming such a gladi 
could be ascertained on the first survey of the out- works by the 
Q^eral of Engineers, and reported aoeordingly to the Ca&i<» 
snander-in*cbief : that sudi reports were made, are facts that 
cannot be controverted ; but it would ill have suited the thirst 
for vengeance that rankled in ihe heart of this cat's-paw of 
despotism, towards the inhabitants of a comer of Germany so 
recently in a state of the hig^iest enthusiasm at the transieni 
tecovery of their freedom, to havc^ shown them any marks of 
mercy and forbearance* Instead of a general warning to the 
inhabitants of all the suburbs and villages, that the site of their 
houses, grounds, and gardens would, or must, form. the glack 
on this or that side of, Hamburgh, they were deceived and ca* 
joied into a belief of safety, that their property might become an 
easier prey to Napoleon's plundering hordes; and d'Avoust 
could glut his malicious animosity at the sight of individual dia« 
tress, and the elegant retreats of the brave citizens of Hamburgh 
a prey to the flames. The Fr^n^h re-entered the city on the 
30th of May 1813 ; and it was only in Decemb^ foliowing^ b 
the middle of winter, that the orders, fi>r biiniiBg and destroying 
were issued, with a specious notion of forty-eight hours' timorto 
quit, but which ws^ iiever in any instance observed* We will 
here relate the eyen^ ^t Hanun, a large village, fuU of oou&i 
try-seats, aod beginning close to the out-works an the east side 
of Hamburgh, as a coipterpart to what parsed on tha north, and 
west sides, and leave the questiqn tqt be depided by oiir readers, 
whether d'Avoost did act the bocoming part of an officer and 
a man of honour towards the citizens of Hamburgh and ita 
vicinity. In the *second week of December an adjutant from 
Goneral Gengoult brought the mayor of Hanun an order, thai 
f Seepa^S03t 
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Upon. Thousands of indttstrious families were re* 
dttced to absolute beggary and starvation. He con- 



it was Manhal d' Avoust's will to have every house in the villagt 
of Hamm, to the number of forty, as lar as the church, burnt 
and levelled to the ground ; but that the inhabitants were to bm 
favoured with forty-eight bours^ time to remove their property i 
several of these houses were then full of fugitives and proper^ 
saved from dwellings burnt prior to this, it being the fourth 
time, within the last fortnight, that the mayor had to announce 
«ich heart-rending tidings to the parish ; and, dreadful to re* 
late, hardly thirty hours were elapsed of this prescribed time, 
before A swarm of pioneers, with their firebrands, biurst, before 
break of day, into the houses .like furies, and, turning a deaf 
ear to all the mayor's remonstrances^ devoted to the flames, or 
pQlaged, the beds, clothing, and property of many a widow and 
helpless family. The church and churchyard became their 
asylum. Hie monstrous barbarity of setting fire to houses b0« 
ibre the expiration of the forty-eight hours so solemnly grant* 
ed, and .before the inhabitants had left them, induced the 
mayor to .write a letter to 4'AyQUflit^ of which the following is 
anextcftct: 

"' M^nselgneur, ffamm, Dec. 13, 1813. 

" The officer who brought the order for burning all the 
houses as far as the church, assured me, tliat you had graciously 
been pleased to grant to the poor sufferers a respite of forty- 
eight hours, to enable them to remove their property. It is a 
pamful task for me to announce to you that the respite has not 
been attended to, the pioneers having, by break of day this 
morning, set every dwelling on fire, although the respite grant- 
ed expires not before three o'clock to-morrow morning, The re- 
maining inhabitants of Hamm beseech you, in the most pressing 
manner, to inform th^m how far the burning of their hous^ 
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verted in ojiulent^ popuious city iatd a desert, and 
smiled, with horrid joy, when viewing the rain he 



nay yet ^xtettd, fis they only deniaiid time and notiee to re- 
move theif ^ffeeto. I entredt to be fktoured i^/ith a ftrord of 
ednsbktton on tlin dead, tliat I may ebmmiiniclite it to the di<i 
lre«8ed parishioners; B^:-, Miyor.*^ 

• Geneva) Gengoult dndfeftook id deliVei* the letter; but, in* 
Mead of an answer, he next day showed the mayor a lettef 
A*Om General Loisen, containing very pointed praises tot M 
having merited the thanks of Marshal d'Avoust, for the puhc- 
lualky and celerhy with which his orders had been executed* 
?rhe riiayor received no answer whatever to his lettei'. But, on 
ihe ^3'd of December, General Gengoult gave him a verbal 
Jftsstirance in the name of Mari^haT d'Avoust (thus wfe save our 
hondur ; we let others act the hangman's part — we ate inno* 
cent), that he was authorized to announce to the inhabitants 
Biilf occupying houses in Hamm, it was his (the Mari^bai*ib} in« 
lention not to devote any more of them to the dames* • Two 
€ays afterwards, -however, came the order to ciit down all the 
trees within two hundred and fifty yards of the present line df 
posts ; and^ on tlie 15th of January 1814, d'Avoust sent an 
order Uiat every remaining house in Hamm should be burnt the 
same evening; so that only two houses were left staudinff 
in this beautiful and romantic village, once studded with 
the tasteful edifices and gardens of Hamburgh's opulent mer- 
chants, and extending, in a straight line, nearly two. miles and 
a half in length from the out-works of Hamburgh. The coun- 
try-seats, houses, bams, and stables last set on fire were full 
of fugitives, with effects and property of every description that 
had been saved from earlier conflagrations ; there was, howeveri 
ho time, no means to save an article, tlie whole was consigned 
to the flames, and, like a troop of parii^h paupers, the popula- 
tion of Hamm were turned out into the high road, in the midst 
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had caused. The iniiabitants that remained id the 
place, were exposed, every hour» to acts of diaboli- 



of a very severe winter^ to seek a shelter — to seek a mdrsel of 
bread ; and we may say, drilren to speechless despair at the 
Bight of many a household relic, treasured up for years in A 
family, feeding the flames of the watch-fires of their iitfuriate 
persecutors. It may he advanced in extenuation, that d* Avoust's 
means of defence required these barbarous measured, or wer^ 
i^rengtlieaed hy them ; but the sequel proves the falsity of such 
asaertioips, and places thfe airt in a more glaring light of atro^ 
^tousiiess atid malignant personal revenge. Oh th^ 26th of Ja« 
puary 1814, at ao, early hour in the morning., the Russians at« 
laefcedy with three colunns, the French line, of posts In Hamm, 
drove them in with a trifling loss, and the whole -of the French 
m H^mm, who had retreated to thfe church, consisting of hin^ 
officers imd three hundred men, wtre taken prisoners i A ver^ 
QAttgral consequence^ by the first attack, as, according tb tinU^ 
lary tactics, the position of Hamm, with regard to the out* 
wiffkft of Hamburgh, ia only. a defile to be defended by sharp- 
jib^O^eTflT; for, when the enemy is in possession of WattdMieck^, 
it tfSbrds no ofifenjive position, because it can always bd is* 
saulted from the commanding grounds on the left flank* 



* f Referred to in p^ SOO.)— After the bank had been com- 
pletely gutted by d' Avoust, of silver coin and bars, to the valu0 
of nearly i^00,000 sterling, he refused paying the salaries in ar^' 
jrears (not exceeding a few hundreds) due to the clerks «m1 book' 
keepers, many of whom, with their &milies, were thus reduced tp 
a state of actual want. Mr. Pehmpller, one of the worthy banl;^ 
directors, commiserating their forlorn situation, was indiiced, qn 
the 19th of April, to obtain an audience of d' Avoust, to mi^ re- 
presentations of then* distresses. This unfeeling Marshal answer- 
ed Mr.. Pebmoller's very pathetic description of their miseary &i 

S 
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cal tyranny. A look was sufficient to caiisc any 6n6 
to be thrown into prison-espies swarmed in almost 
every house-^ women were. forced to dig in thd 
trenches — the intiocent were shot without mercy^ 
for the most trifling offence* To cohclude: d'Avoust| 
it will be seen, laughed to scorn all religious insti- 
tutions^ all moral precepts *« 



ihe following terms : ** He had but one object in vie#y to wtiicH 
idl others must become subserrient : his peculiar situation de^ 
i^anded this of him, and that wa«^ to defend the place to th6 
last extreittity.'A^Economy was requisite in making use of th^ 
funds he had taken* Nctthing but a g^ierai peacd could induce 
him to leave the city ; the enemy Vpuld liever force him to eva^ 
cuale it* In this state (jf things^ the pefs<ms belonging to thd 
bank had done much better to have quitted the town. He should 
give BO oi'der for tbeif being paid their arrears.'* And thetf, 
waving h]0 hlmd^ Uie cmiversatidn ended. Mr. Pehmoller had 
no other eohsolafion to soften the pain caused by sueh diabcP^ 
Ifcal apathy, than the conscious feeling of having done his dAtfi 
^e of these families was afterwards fomad in a state orabso"' 
lute starvation I • 



* Everjr one must be seized with horror on reading the talerf 
of i^6e caused by d' Avoust's inhuman orders to clear, in a few 
hours, the public hospital for the Insane ktxd infirm, near Ham- 
burgh. The sacred rights of huihanity werd thereby most baf- 
Uarbusly violated with bitter scorn and deridioii. If any thin^^ 
were wanting to fill up the measure of d'Avbu^t^s crimes, here 
nothing that is detilish, accutsed, and horrid, dould be added. 
The shrines of Christianity had been beastljr insulted by drunken 
loldiery ; infants murdered at the mothers breast; but here the 
poor insane wretch — the squalid idiot — ^the melancholy maiden— 
the raging madman— the blind, and bed-ridden-^were tumbled 
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indiscrimiiiately together, into the open fields, in the midst 
of winter, and left exposed to hunger, cold, and a miserable 
death, the sport of bantering gens-d'armes, the object of every 
species of ill-treatment ; and their fits of convulsive laughter, 
weeping, cursing, and praying, were alike permitted tb be 
the soldiers' scoff and- mockery ! Most of them, near five hun- 
dred in number, of both sexes, passed the night in a-field co- 
vered with deep. snow, without [the least shelter;, and, more 
than thirty were found dead the next morning ! 
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CHAPtEK XI. 

The March of the Silesian Army into France-^ 
Battles of Brienne and La Rothihre — Progress 
of the allied Armies. 

The corps of Russians, under General Co^jit von 
Wittgenstein, reinforced by the troops of the 
Grand Duke of Baden, had passed the Rhine at 
Fort Louis, and, after blockading the fortresses of 
Strasburg, Landau, and Schlettstadt, continued 
their march, by the way of Zabem, towards Join- 
ville. 

General Count St. Priest ordered General Bis- 
tram, with his brigade, to attack the intrench- 
ments which the enemy had thrown up opposite 
the Lahn, and, after a slight resistance, they were 
earfjed. Upon this. General Bistram advanced 
towards Coblentz, took it by assault; and 7 pieces 
of cannon and 500 prisoners fell into his hands. 
General von Hiinerbein drove the French out of 
Rheinbellen and Waldalgesheim, and marched 
into Kreutznach on the 2d of January, in the even- 
ing: General von Yprk now followed with the 
whole of his infantry. 

A division of the enemy, under General Riccard, 
which occupied the banks of the Rhine, from 
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M^ntz to Coblentz, endeavoured to make a 
stand at Zimmern, on the Hundsriick. General 
Count von Henkel marched in that direction, 
burst open the gates in tlie night, stormed the 
place, and made above SOO prisoners in the several 
affairs* 

General Coutti von Sacken concentrated his 
troops near Manheim. Tlie French had erected a 
strong pallisad^ work, mounted with four guns 
and two howitzers, on the other side of the 
Khine, opposite the influx of the Neckar into th&t 
river. General Sass was sent over with a detach* 
ment, in boatS) and carried the works by storm. 
The commandant, 7 officers, 300 priwtbs, and 
thcf artillery, remained in the hands of the vic- 
tors. General Count von Sacken now directed 
the march of his corps to Frankenthal and Worms, 
detaching G6neral Prihce von Curlaiid, with, his 
brigade, in the direction of Alzei, to open a com- 
munication with the corps of von York and Count 
Langeroni. He found a small body of the French 
poised at Alzei, which he dispersed, making a 
Lieutenant-colonel, 5 officers, and ISO men pri- 
soners. In the mean time, Major-general KarpofF 
ha^ charged eight squadrons of the enemy's cavalry 
at Mutterstadt, and dispersed them on all sides* 
Three Lieutenant-colonels, SSI officers, and 198 
dragoons, were on this occasion taken prisoners. 
General Count von Langeron occupied Bingen, on 
the Sd of January, and drove the enemy into 
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'Mciitz. Jj)uring these three days, 13 pieces of 
I cannon arfd 1500 men were taken' from the 
enemy. . . 

:The Silesian army: spread itself over: the. terrajn 
i between the Moselle suidManheiin, and pu&hed 
forwards in the direction of Metz and N^ncy. 
Hie ) greater. pact of Langeron's. corps remained to 
I blockade and besiege Mentz; and. several other de- 
I tachraents x>f the Silesiau army undertook to o\h 
-serve the fortresses of Luxemburg, Thiontill^, 
:*M*t«, Verdun, and Loagwy. The army w^as in 
- consequence much weakened; but on the. other 
.handj it was considerably reinforced by the junction 
-of the Brussian corps under General vonKleist. 

'The following corps were at thjs, period placed 
i under the itnmediate command* of Fieldf-mar^l 
.filiiGherr 

1. Th^. 1st Prussian corps tmder General van 

York, and the GenJerals of Division, (paries von 

•Mecklenburg, yon Horn, and von Hiinerbein : 

i S. ntheSd Prussian corps, under' General von 

.Kleist,'and the Generals of Division v.on Rliix, 

Prince Augustus F^dinahd of Prussia, .aiMl VQn 

"Pirch ; 

S. The .Russian corps, under General Count 
. Langeron, von Backen, andTscherbatoff: 

4. The Saxon corps, under tlie iDuke' of Wei- 
. mar and General von Thielman. 

The two following corps joined soon after- 
i ward^ : 
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4[. The 4th coips^of . German = troqpd, coasUtiog 
of He^siausi under, the Prince of Hesse ^ 

6. The 5th corps^of German troops, consisting! 
of de|achn>^9nts from Berg, Waldeck, Lippe, 
N;a«saiU| Cc^rg^ Meinungi^n, Hildburghausen^ > 
and. Meeklenburg-Strelitz. 

ForiiTjing,. in. the: wbok, an efFeotive army, of., 

150,000 meih well providedrwith every appendagfr^ 

to take the field. 

. Marshal. Bliicher issued the foUpwing.proplam^ ', 

ttons ;. tlie one: to his soldiers, tha other to, the 

Frenali^ on .entering. their- territory : 

•#" ■ 
Field^marshal von BlUcher to the 2d Prussian 

Corps, and the 4th and ,5th German Corj?s. ., 

^* The allied Monarchs are satisfied with the. JSi- 
lesian army*: they have, proyed this, by doubjiing , 
its stfe^gth^jin adding ^ its files the brave sol-^ 
dj^rs of the 2d Prussian corps, ^yho fpughtrunder 
the eyes pf theauguSt Monarchs at Gulp, and in\ 
the bloody conflict of Leipsic : and you, honesty 
Hessians^ who, never denied, your. German cha- 
racter, nor fajled.in. being faithful to the Prince?^ 
bora in your country ; and you, : warriors of the^ 
fifth German ,corpS| who never Jost sight of your , 
name, even in the. ranks of the enemy^ although^ 
composed of several tribes, yet are you firmly 
united by the same sentiments, the same abhor^ 
T^nce of foreign dominion, tlvit has sq long oppress* 
ed and degraded ypu« 
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"Soldiers! I feel myself most highly honoured 
in being your commander.- The Silesian army of 
1813 receives you as brethren— as worthy mem« 
bers, with whom they will joyfully share every 
thing. The Silesian army of 1814 will continue 
to pursue the path of honour^ And you, Ger- 
mans! led by your hereditary princes, be assured 
that it will become my first caie, my highest 
pride, to let the arrogant enemy feel the force of 
your arms, that he may confess — whatever success 
wily craft may have formerly had — that the ancient 
Teutbnic bravery still lives in us, and that by your 
heroic deeds a lasting peace may be secured/' 

To the inhabitants of France the Field-marsbal 
issued as follows : 

'* Frenchmen ! do not let yourselves be deceived 
by scandalous reports, spfead abroad by the evil- 
minded. See in the hosts of the confederate So- 
vereigns, the friends of humanity, whose only 
enemies are the enemies of peace. 

** Your relations, your friends, your brothers, 
your children, prisoners in a foreign land, unite 
their wishes with ours, for the attainment of a 
peace^ who&e first benefit will be for them to re* 
turn to the bosoms of their families^ 

** VON BLUCHIR,'' 

In the cities of Worms and Speicr, General von 
Sacken^t corps found hospitals of the enemy, and 
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a quantity of military effects. On the Sd pf Ja- 
nimry, General Lukofkin had a brilliant, affair of 
cavalry near Neustadt 

Marshal Marmont was posted on the 5th, with 
his corps^ near Kaiserslautem, and passed the 
Saar, n^r Saarbriick, on the following day, after 
heing joined by the coi^s of Generals Dui'utte 
and Riccard, who had retreated from Hundsriick, 
in the direction of St Wendel. 

The enemy broke down the bridges over the 
Saar, and occupied all .the passes. They were 
briskly pursued by von Sacken's corps towards 
Saargetniind ; a number of prfsonerjs were taken, 
and another military hospital fell into their hands 
4t Zweibriicken. General von York's corps 
advanced upon Saarlouis and Merzig, by the Way 
of St. Wendel. Colonel Count Henkel entered 
Triers on the 6th, and more than a thousand 
sick and wounded, and a quantity of muskets, 
fell into his hands. The enemy were pursued^ 
tp Luxemburg. It seemed his intention to hold 
a firm posiition on the Saar, so as to gain time to * 
provision his fortresses, and reorganize his new 
levies. A p*rt pf longeron's corps marched as re-: 
sprve towards Saarbriick;. Marshal Blucher fixed- 
his head-quartern, pn the 0th of Jaijuary, at St. 
Wendel.. Iii the course pf the day. Major-general 
Karpoflf puslued over a detachment of Cossacks to 
1th? other side of the Saar near Saargemiiud, ob- 
liged thp enemy to evacuate the plaice, and began 
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to re^establbh the bridgtf: In the meaiii wbile^* 
General vod YofIo bad caused'another brkige^ toi 
be thrown over the Saar, near Beokingyaiid otith»> 
ibth; passed it at the head of hia cavatlTyi; : botthe 
enemy had deserted all his positiona, and-rttreatedf 
to St Avoid. Towards ^oon, the bridges. at Saar^ 
briick^ and Saargemilnd were ready/ afid the lights 
troops of both corps penetrated as far aa^ovsbach^. 
On the 11th, the enemy's advanced^uUrd were; 
still at St. Avoids but on the appearan^se^of a bat- 
talion of Prussians, they precipitately fled, towards:^ 
Metz. General von York pursued them on thi»i 
ro^d, leaving a brigade to blockade S^rloui8;.a»<£ 
detaching another tQ Thionvil)$ suid Luxemburg.* 
< Jhe retreating enemy were overtaken^ anij^^ 
d<iven> sword in hand> to the gates of Metss^- 
Sacken's corps now advanced to Nancy and Ppfit-lt^' 
Mousson. The cavalry of the advanced-guard' 
reached the latter place on the' ISthof Janu^ty.- 
Th^ enemy, however, made no stand at any point;: 
he evacuated the line of the Moselle on tlie 14tb;^ 
retiring to Toul, and Major-general Prince vo»- 
Curland presented the keys of the city of Nancyto: 
General Count von Sacken. The rapid march of^ 
the Silesian army, after the passage of the RhinC) 
was but little expected by thb enemy. Our veteran^ 
Field-marshal paused not a mome&t,' but pursued 
Iris course with a numerous and wellHappoiQfeed^ 
cavalry without intermission towards the Meuse. 
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The 'Field^mal'sfaal removed his head-qtiartets 
on the l€tii from Si Avoid to Nancy- 

Tbe grand Austro-RasBieu army advanced iate 
IVance from the south towards the* nortb-west^ 
ai^ BliieherV army from the north-east towards 
the so0th; and the two armies formed a juncttoli 
on the 15th of January! between Langre$ in Cham'- ' 
paigne and Nanoy • The head-qiiiarters of K^rshal - 
B}$eher were still at Nancy on the ]7th/atidthose 
of General Count Wred^ at Charmed. The enemy 
had withdrawn himself over the Meiise, but stUl oc- 
cupied Toul with infantry and artillery. General * 
von- &cken advanced by the way of Pont^Vm- 
cetit; Reld^marshal Prince von Schwartzenbergr 
havi&g reported" to our veteran Hero that.Langi^ 
was taken^ aod the ^enemy driven at all points: 
over the Meuse, he- ordered Toul to be stormed^ 
from the side of Woid. The dispositions wer^: 
made: the enemy did not, however, wait the at* 
tack, but surrendered at discretioq to General von - 
Lieven. General von SackenV corps marched in 
advance, to clear the Meuse of the enemy, a^ict: 
General Langeron occupied Toul, as reserve* Ge^: 
neral von York's cavalry were posted before Ver»' 
dun* The corps of General von Kleist marched: 
upott Metz. TWo of General von iSaeken^s co^^ 
liimns filed off in the direction of tiigny and Jcie^ 
viHe. In the afternoon -the emimy debouched out^ 
of Ligny, with a force of a^ut 2500 horse, and,, 
after cannonading the^ cavalry under Generafl Wa--' 
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siltscfairkoff, retired, on seeing that not .a fool of 
ground was yielded to him. Ligny was stontieii 
and carried jon the 2Sd| by order of our veteran 
Slarshal, by the division of Prince Tsqherbatpff; 
anid on the S5th, the FrtBcb were driven out of 
St Dizier, and pursued on the road to Vitry, by 
the same general, who continued his march to 
Brienne on the fiSth, to ibrm a junction with the 
other port of Sackens corps. . St Disier was kept 
occupied by General tanskoy, with 800 drago6ns, 
to await General von Yrnk's corps cojning up from 
StMihieL. 

During these unimportant marches and ad« 
vances^ Napoleon had left Paris for the army. <m 
the QSth, and arrived at Clisions on the S^th, in 
the evening. He here comn}enced an attempt to 
act on the offensive with an army of 80,000 mcn^ 
by proceeding to Vitry. Being, no doubt, in** 
formed, that Prince Tscherbatoff had filed off from 
St Dizier, he seized the opportunity of attacking 
General Lanskoy at that place with a force of 
25,000 men, who was, in consequence of such 
numbers, obliged to make a retrograde n^ovement 
to Joinville. But no^ sooner was this event re^ 
ported to our veteran Hero, than he made his dis* 
positions with his usual foresight and vigorous 
promptitude. Having removed his hea<i*quarters 
from Nancy to Tonl on the S8th, he drew in Cci* 
neral Lanskoy's detachment, concentrated the 
£orps of General yon3acken, aqd a division of 
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Langeron'sv corps, under General Olsufieff, near 
Brienne, pushed detachments of cavalry in ad- * 
vance towards Arcis and Troyes, which the enemy 
had occupied with infkntry ; and in this position 
awaited the developement of Napoleon^s further 
operations. 

'The 4th corps, under the Priticet)f Wiirtemberg, 
and the Sd, under General Count Giulay, were In 
position near Bar-rSur-Aube ; the former spread it- 
self towards Thiland Doulevent, to form a junction 
with the 5th corps, under General Wrede, which 
corps, as well as tHat under General Count Witt* 
genstein, were ordered to arrive at Joinville on the 
S9th. GeneralGiulay extended his corps in thedirec- 
tion of Vandarodn, and General von'Kleist's corps 
was to pass the Meuse by St Mihiel on the Sd 
of February, to support the corps of General von 
York. The remaining corps of the grand army 
were on the march to Bar-sur-Aubei^ but which 
they^ould not reach before the 1st of February, 

In this state of affair^ Marshal BlUcher saw 
himself, at the moment, under the necessity of 
depending solely upon faia own strength and the 
good countenance of his troops* 

Napoleon's intentions were very obyi^uis, being 
no other than to attennpt cutting oif Blusher from 
4he main army, ot to puijh him> by ni^msuvring, 
• 1K>. far aside, as tof have it afterwftrds Wt to his 
own individual choice^ which army vto attack 
f Ngl^ to tlie ^eatest advantage. But hece^ a^in| 
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the niilitaryijkalents of our Hero sIioii6>fQrthim all' 
their native splendour. To effect a march upon. 
Nancy was every thing/ to Napoleon, and • noae ' 
but those movements whicii our vetema so<cooUy 
and intrepidly performed, <:ottM have placed so 
great a barrier in Napoleon's way. They swured . 
Bliicher's': cbttimnnication and' junction with the 
grdnd army, and the enemy was unable to foU(iw> 
up his first plan of* operations^ General voar 
York in tlie mean time^remained standing wtthfhis> 
corps between N^ncy and the Marne, to obsatvi»/ 
Metz^ and the occurren aw that *might take piace-) 
in that quarter. Thus situated, . NapoloMi; was? 
compelled to follow the .movements o£tfaer;Sileaiaii^ 
army. With the main bodyof his troops^ coii8isl>4T 
ing of the corps of Marshals Yictoraind MsLnaoutf. 
jthe major part of his guards, and' tlie brigades! of^ 
cavalry under Generals Milhaud, Grouchy, . and/^ 
Colbert, he movedioUito^Vassy on the S8th^ and/ 
pushed' forwai^s, by the way of Montier^Mtev^.taW: 
wards Brienwe on the 29th of JawiDary. It wns 
impossible for tlie Field-marshal to judg^. wha£i 
the real intentions of Napoleon were; wbetfaer^ 
^q attack, to manoeuvrei or only to make de-. 
monstrations. At* all events, h©wever> he conti- 
nued to coheentrate his^ forces round Jhrienne, 
General von* Sacfcen*s corp$, which had.marched- 
to Lesmont, now returned, and General. Gouut,- 
Pahle«5 who had joined, at this junqtur^,^ the. Sile- 
sian armyj with the advanced^goaixi of Count: 

3 
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'Wittgenstein's corps, coyered this i movement of 

Sacken's, in (he morning of the S9tli of January^ 

and at the same time ob^^H^ed the deploying <»f 

the enemy s forces. >Some:impoitant disipdtJrhes 

of the enemy happened to. fi^ll into tlie hands 6f 

Blttcher, on this d^y. They contained orders: for 

IViarshal Mortier^ who ^ Mras . still in posittoa at 

Troyes, with a part of the guard^^ to leaiv6 this 

place, and the Aube,and to post himself oii the Hght 

wing of the French giiand army. , U w»s therefore 

clear, that Napoleon intended to unite. the whole 

of his forces^ This induced* BlUcher to^attempt 

' approaching the cotifederate. army still nearer, as 

a complete junction could not take place, at! JBar- 

8ur-Aube before the. 1st of February^ aiid a sec^e 

-position at Trannes, which extended to Maiaons, 

. where the Prince of Wiirtembefg -was preparing 

. to po$t himself on -strong :gi'Ouftd, offered /him 

many peculiar advantages. Our Hero was upon 

the point of making this movefnent, when the 

enemy advanced with numerous strong columns 

upon Brienne. This event instantly changed bis 

plan of operations/ arid/ as it was near three o'ddek, 

p, M. he determined to accept battle, although }^e 

. well kn^ew the numbers of the aiemy were much 

superior to his own. 

Brienne le Chateau is quite ^ri oped place, with 

no walls, composed of wooden houses, and lying 

at the foot of a hill, on tvhicfe the; castle or Bianor- 

. bcrtise stands; drising.grosund, stretches itself Trom 
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thence towards Lesmont; but, on the side to* 
wards Montierender and Trunes, the face of the 
country forms an extensive pl»in. 

The corps of General Olsofieff still occupied 
Brienne^ and that of Sacken was drawn up in co^ 
lumns^ on the road from Brienne to La Rothi^e^ 

A considerable body of the enemy's cavalry began 
to debouch in front of General Count von Pahlen, 
and made it necessary for him to retreat oh Brienne, 
in order not to entangle himself with such superior 
numbers. The enemy pushed on the right wing 
of his mass of cavalry to the foot of the heights, 
with the view of out*flanking hint, to prevent 
which. General Count von Pahlen marqhed, with 
his division, through the tqwn, and joined General 
Ton Sacken. In the mean time, Napoleon pro- 
ceeded to attack Brienne, with columns of infan- 
try, supported by a numerous artillery; he com- 
menced a brisk cannonade, and set the town dn 
fire in several places. These movements were 
made from Napoleon's right wing, the cavatry 6f 
which, after Count Pahlen's retreat^ remained 
inactive. On his left wing few cavalry were 
posted. • 

The g;allant General OlsufiefF succeeded m re- 
pulsing all the furious simultaneous attacks of the 
enemy • His Russians fought with their wonted 
intrepidity, and every attempt of the enemy to 
lodge himself in the place proved of no avail. 

Napoleon, who was in the field, here committed 
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9L fatal add unpardoaable error, in tke disposidoa 
of his troops. General Count von Pahten having 
retreated, and Napoleon's mass of cavalry, on hi# 
right wing, becomivig, of course, useless^ it was 
highly incuinbent on him, as a good general, to 
have filed them off to his left wing, where alone 
they could prove of service, and be dispo$able. 
But' this he did not do; and this egregions error 
did not escape the vigilant eye of Bliicher, who 
iastantaneously gave orders to execute one of 
those bol49 decisive, and grand movements, by 
which doubtful contests are decided. Our Heto 
commanded the cavalry of General voa Sacken*« 
corps, and the cavalry brigade under Count Pah- 
icn, tb act in concert^ and to throw theittselves 
upon the enemy's left wing* His commands Were 
obeyed with precision and alacrity. The close of 
evening favoured the secrecy of their approach ; 
the Russian dragoons rushed to the attack, charg- 
. jed, and overthrew whole coltunns, cut in pieces 
all that made resistance, and pursued the fugitives 
towards the town, sw:ord in hand. The wliole of 
the enemy's left wing was broken and dispersed, 
and tw^ve ^jieces of csuinon taken from themu -A 
noble emulation seemed to fire the Russian ca^ 
valry, and, if possible^ they (surpassed then>se]ves. 
The enemy, however, from the points of his 
right wing, continued to renew his attacks on the 
place, with fresh troops; but they were again re* 
pulsed, ' During the night, the French found 

4 
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mean»i frott the, side of the castle, thfough an 
insoccupied p93^ to get possession of a part of 
the town* Bat the ccH-ps of General von Sacken 
advanced, and stormed the. place at eleven o'c.lock 
At nigbt: the whole of the town fell a prey to tlie 
flames, the Russians kept possession of it, and 
only a few French riflemen occupied the castie. 
The troops fought with tliat ferocious animosity 
whidi .generally accompanies night attacks, and 
the loss of the French was immense. 

Mafshal von Bliicher ; postponed his intended 
inarch upon Trannes till the fallowing' day, and 
kept Brienne occupied with a detachment of ca* 
valry. 

On ^be jSlst of January, the enemy advanced 
his reinstated .'left, wing, and, towards noon, push- 
ed on bis columns of infantry tp Brienne, and 
commenced a heavy cannonade ppon the Russian 
cavalry, posted behind the plac^; upon which the 
latter drew back slowly into tlie position of 
Trannes, 

Napoleon now followed with his whole army^ 
which he drew up in two lines,, his right wing 
lesining on Dienville, his centre on ^La^Jtothi^rei 
arid his left wing on La Gibrie. 

General von York had, on the same day, ad- 
vanced upon St Dizier, attacked and carried it, 
forming, at the same time, a junction with. Geiie* 
lal Count von Wittgenstein's corps. 

The enemy deployed a great bpdy of his- cavalry 
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in front of the position of Trannes, in the morn- 
ing of the 31st of January, with the inteiitioii, 
most probably, of ascertaining the exact strength 
of the confederate forces. He occupied the wood 
of Beaulieu, being the only point from which the 
allied position could be attacked to advantage; 
The strong ground at Maisons was taken up by 
the corps of the Prince of Wtirtemberg, in the 
course of the day, by which occupation he formed 
the right wing of Field-marshal Bliicher's army. 
General Count Giulay posted his corps, as a sup- 
port, between Bossancourt and Arsorival. Gene- 
ral Barclay de Tolly collected the Russian and 
Prussian guards in reserve, between Colombe and 
Bar-sur-Aube, to be able to support any threaten- 
ed point. The corps of General Count Wrede 
having been concentrated between Joinville anil 
Mussec, on the 30th, was, in conjunction with 
General Count Wittgenstein, to have attacked 
Vassy on the 3 1st; the dispositions were already 
made, and • the Bavarian- Austrian army was in 
march, beyond Joinville, on the morning of the 
31st of January, when the report was made tha;t 
Count Wittgenstein had carried it in the night. 
This circumstance, added* to the advance of Napo- 
leon to Brienne, determined General Couiit Wrede 
to direct his march to Soulaines, where the enemy 
had posted from 5 to 6000 men; but they dW 
not wait the result of an attack, the placie being 
evacuated at midnight. 
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. " It was resolved to^tnake a general attack upon 
the whole line of the enemy v on tlie 1st of Fe^ 
bruary. Prince Schwartzenberg placed, fij)r this 
purpose, the corps of Count Giu lay, the Prince of 
WUrtembeig, and the reserves of Eussian grena,- 
diers, WKler^the imfwecJiate command' of Mars^hal 
Bl richer, independ^itly of his own army. With 
these gallant and tried troops onr Hero was to com- 
mence the onset, the disposition^ being entirely 
left to his judgment. 

Marshal Bliicher determined to make the attack 
at noon, hi three columns. ThePdnceof Wiirteov- 
berg had orders to* break up from Maisons^, and to 
arrive at Eelance at twelve o'clock, to attacfc 
Chaumcnil from this point General Baron v«i 
Sacken was to attack La Rothi^ci and Count 
Giulay, Dienville. The Russian grenadiers were 
drawn up as reserves. >^ - 

T^ battlp commenced by the Prince of Wiif- 

t^mberg attadcing, with his corps, tl>e wopd m 

front of Eelance, while La Rothifene waa assaullMd 

in a grand styl^, by General von Sacken's infaeibry. 

The cavalry of this corps charged .tha^t of Ihe 

enemy, though superior in number, but\yere at last 

^obliged to fall back on their infantry. H^vit^ 

l)een reinforced, they renewed the charge with 

undaunted bravpry ;- a severe conflict ^nsued^ 

^♦hich las^d some time with satjguin^ry objitinacy; 

thiB Frenfh were driven from one raUylnfg ^>oint 

to the other, and finally broken and disperjsed, 

4 
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with a terrible loss^j their infent;rj; wej-e put into 
disorder, some batteries charged .sword in ^atid, 
the field of battle was cleared-- of the, enemy ei> 
tirely, and tbir.ty-two pieces of qannon ^foripqd 
part of. the trophies ^ <Jearly earn^d^ by tjl^e firijj- 
uess^ .discipline, and courage of the. Ru^^ian jcar 
yalry in particular. It may be 3aid, tliat from this 
moment the battle was won, .lalthpugh Napqleou 
still occupied Dienville, La Rothi^rQ, and Chau- 
menil. 

A brigade of Russian, gr^adiers was si^nt, by 
Marshal Bliicber, to reinforce the Prince of Wiiy- 
temberg ; and General Barclay de Tolly moved 
in advance to La Rothi^re, with the reserves of 
guards under his command. 

At this period of Ihe battle, our Hero put hin\- 
self at the head of the columns that were intended 
to force La Rothifere. He led them personally 
^ntQ: $re, .with the animation and energy so 
eoiifipicuou^ in his actions, when the hour c^f 
^loergency and danger calls them forth. A Cos- 
sack was shqt dead, close to him. But the place 
w^s Carried, ^nd the enemy dislodged out of it^ at 
the approach of pight. Nature seemed to have 
iiided in rendering this combat most grievously 
paiflful. iA dreadful fall of snow hid, at inter- 
yjad% the columns from ^ach other, and the wind 
cdrave it ia the faces of the. troops with such via- 
lencp, that it was utterly impossible fpr them, at 
tinjes^ to 6re in steady platoons. 

Y a 
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Our Hero was present every where ; he executed 
hi^ dispositions himself, fearlessly exposing his 
person. His chivalrous example electrified his 
troops to an uncommon degree, and great was the 
increase of his fame on this glorious day. How 
admirable was the coolness he displayed, in lead* 
ing, arranging, and heading the grand assault 
upon La Rothifere and Chaumenil, which he, with 
so much foresight and penetration,, had deemed 
the most important points to be gained ; although 
the enemy, by way of a demonstration, pretended 
to threaten the flank of tlie confederate army ; yet 
no artifice could mislead, the judgmentof our expe- 
rienced Captain and Commander. The instant the 
enemy began to fly from La Rothiifere, the Prince 
of WUrtemberg pushed on his troops from Petit 
Megnil, fell upon their right flank, and took five 
guns. The French still obstinately occupied the 
bouses in La Rothifere, and defended each lik^ so 
miihy forts. Napoleon, at the head of his guards, 
stormed the town three times successively; but 
all his attempts were in vain. Russian grenaidiers 
maintained the place, and the fame of their ancient 

glory* 'fii 

» • - I .. 

* We have had opportunities of remarking, that the Russian 
possesses, in an eminent degree, nearly all those qualities tBat 
are accounted necessary to form a good soldier. Obeidience, 
devotion, patience, courage, bodily strength^ and a good con- 
stitution, are in no nation of Eurppe sq generally to be found Bfi in 
the Russian. They may be reproached with the want of dean- 
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Iii animating his troops, Napoleon several times 
exposed his person ;* he strained every nerve, and 
fought like an exasperated tiger, to boast of hav- 
ing gained the first victory over the Confederates 
on the French soil, and to restore the tost confi- 
dence in the fortune and omnipotence of his arms. 

During these important events, General, Count 
Wrede had advanced, with the 5th corps, from 
Soulaines to Brienne. His advanced-guard, under 

— M^l—i^^— ^B— ^.^W ■^h^— ^1^— I I ifc— M— ^— — fcl < I II ■ !■■■ ■ ■ I 

liness, by the superficial observer, because, when in the field, 
the niceties of their dress form their least care ; yet, whenever 
a clear spring presents itself, they never neglect to bathe them- 
selves, even in the severest .^ireather. But in no situation inci« 
dent to a soldier's life^ is the Russian so much superior to the 
Frenchman, as in an hospital. An hospital full of sick and 
wounded Frenchmen is a den, where despair, melancholy, and 
base dejection brood in gloomy silence. That of Russians, on the 
contrary, is a scene of cheerfulness and merriment. A Kussiah is 
resigned, but it is a resignation intermixed with a grateful sense 
of God^a mei'cies, while a Frenchman's resignation degenerates 
but too easily jnto selfish despair. A total neglect of every 
measure of cleanliness is always evident amongst the French in 
such a s^te, while the Russians occupy themselves with nothing 
else. The latter have a custom in their hospitals which may not 
be unworthy of imitation, as being preferable, in many iilstances, 
td. wetting the floors, when cleaning them, which is this : fresh 
sand is regularly spread ovet the floors, half a foot thick, ^ery 
morning* and a large quantity of pine or fir branches, chopped 
small, is then strewed over the surface, which affords a fragrant 
and refreshing effluvium, that overpowers, in some measure, those 
unpleasant smells that arise, arid seems to clear and rarefy the 
foul air engendered from the steam of perspirations so general 
in crowded hospitals, and which s^ often prove contagious. 

y3 
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General Hardegg, made such an impetuous attack 
on the enemy, tha-t their junction with the corp* 
• at Chauipenil was completely prevented. General 
Count Wrede, ^ith the view of co-operating with 
the corps of the Prince of Wiirtemberg, $torined 
the village of Chaumenii, without loss of time, at 
the point of tlie bayonet, and carried it Niapo- 
leon soon perceivecl that he had thereby lost an 
important point of his line of operations ; andy by 
ordering up the artillery of his guards, endeavour- 
ed, by a heavy and murderous cannonade, to dis^ 
lodge the Bavarians out of the place. But his 
sanguinary efforts proved fruitless, when coming 
in contact with Bavarian infrepidity. They "brave- 
ly stood their ground. The Bavarian Colonel 
lyiezj with a brigade of cavalry and a regiment of 
/Austrian dragoons, seized a favoiirabkf moment, 
,and throw wghim^eif on all sides aj: pncey onlthe 
enemy's square J masses of infaritry, that covered 
th^rr batteries, succeeded in breaking .them^ and 
hotly pursued the flying fot tiH^ tiight wa» far 
?idv^nced. . A battery of sixteen pieces of cannon 
.wa3.takCT>,g^^orjd, iuhand. 

The right wing of Napoleon's army still kept 
its-'^gfouttd' at Dienville. Count Giulay. here ex- 
liibited ' much gallantry and resolutioti; hef ad- 
. yaflqed at the'he^d of his troops to thd assault six 
several to^s,. Repulses i^d, rallfjBs trod clos^^ 
the heela of each othej, buttthe w^Utknowji sj:pady 
codlnesi of Austrian bravfery overcame every ob- 
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atacle; and, by the sixth assault, near twelve at 
night, tlie place was carried with a dreadful car- 
nage. It was about this time that Napoleon iijade 
the la^t, but fruitless, attack upon La l^othi^re; 
and the trumpet of victory was now sounded at 
all points, in honour of the allied^ arms. 

Grand and glorious were the trophies that 
graced the martial, deeds of the gallant Confede- 
rates on this d^y*. Our Jfero Jiad tp boast of 
having taken from Napoleon, in the field, 73 
pieces of cannon an^d,12j000 prisoners, including 
two generals and a. proportionate number of 
officers. 

The Emperor of Russia and the King of Prus- 
sia had placed themselves in the centre of the 

* •'•^^;rV > ■. r: ^^--r r : — ^ ;: 

. * ,,Th^ i^eiKt worwpg, by break of day, the intrepid Field* 
jQdarsfaal, on findiog' the enemy, had relinquished the field of 
battle, rode dowii the front of the Russian coliimise, at the head 
of hiar numerous 9^taff, and paid due honours to these iiioatiious 
i^rpa, vho ha^ hdoRTed in .so dlstittguished ^ imnrxer^ and 
endued nolUotg to. show ihat he knew what, it wa9« to he well 
B^tyeA, l)y acknowledging their merit in. the strongest terms. 
As he approached the several divisions, he addressed the troops 
Bud officers in the moat emphalical manner, in nearly the- foUowr 
Ing words : - . «: > o ' 

. <^.Bi:aw>cpni»d09i iBftVms! IsbnUthank ypur, JSiipperpr for 
|iavii^ doi^Q tm the honour to comwaiiid such excellent.soldij^rs ! 
,This,hpnpur» find this pleasure^ will accompany me to. the grave r 
The commanding officer explained these wordd in 'the Ruf- 

aian kngua^e to thie troops, and shouts of trhasporfi rem the 
^tf '. 'The- irump^ti «ounded victory^ iind finery eyei jglif tfned 

wifh joy and (Sapiurous ddig]|t* ; It was .an /eca^ti^^S(;^f^< 

Y 4 
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confederate army, between Trannes and La Ro* 
thifere, and animated the troops by their presence. 

Napoleon was several times in danger o^^being 
taken prisoner by the Cossacks. His troo)>s 
fought, desperately, and their obstinate defence, 
under Marmont, Mortier, Victor, Colbert, and 
Grouchy, fully proves what exertions Napoleon 
made to step forth as victor from the combat. 
But he was beaten. Bliicher*, the gallant, and 
the brave, the Marshal Forwards of the day, bent 
Napoleon, and forced the stubborn tyrant to fall 
back discomfited, with the main body of his army, 
from Lesmont toTroyes. >. 

Napoleon made good his^ retreat by twoi routes. 



* During tl\e battles of Brienne and La Bothidfe, the army 
had to struggle with many privations. Its yeteraii Chief shared 
thein with evident cheerfulness. For sev^hd days nothing was 
served at his table but iioiled potatoes; of which^ hejpartook in 
a maimer that endeared him to his troops. 

;flrp and intrepid, and at all times affable^ jocosOi and in 
high spirits, whether in a shower of balls or in a shower of raiv, - 
whether sleeping on sttaw or on the bare gi'ound, whiHiier in a 
storm or' in sunshine, no nfan. certainly ^ever sboiTfid a greater, 
equality ,^ temper, stea^ess of character^ ardour, and aeal^ 
than Bliicher did at this period. 

Silent and.^^ptive, sitting before 'a watch-fire, smoking his 
pipe, he would listen to the counsel and opinions' (if^his staff 
officers,' i&id'jAt last give Bis jiidgtnenl'for and Bigticak^imfk hir 
own peculiar'>^nergy and-decisibn*. Oweivscrttpuloni considera* 
tions nev<^ had any weig^j;. with him, and what he had once 
determined upon, he executed, at the. head of the advance^ 
fightuig and commanding sword in band. - 
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With the main body, he took the road by the way 
of Lesmont towards the Seine/ along which river 
Schwartzenberg's corps, on the other side, endea- 
voiured to fall on his rear. The reservieS) under 
Marmont, posted on the heights of Brienne, to 
cover his retreat, were ordered to march on Vitry. 
Every day, at this period, was.marked by an affair 
of ouUposts, at once bloody and disadvantageous 
to Napoleon. 

That pur readers may be the better enabled to 
comprehend the subsequent occurrences^ and ope- 
rations of the several conflicting armies, we pre« 
viously lay before them the following observations 

The line of those operations which were car- 
ried on by the belligerents, migi)t be compared to 
a ' triangular figure, of which Paris formed the 
point, and a line dja\yj|i from Cologne to iSeneva, 
the Ixisi^; the north side, from Cologne to P|tris, 
fdutid protection from the emancipate^l Lov 
Countries, assisted by^'Great Britain; and the 
south siflp, from peneva to Chambery, should 
have been protected by Switzerland, but this 
couotry did nothing whatever for th^^jfftrtlieKanqe 
of the good catise. It was therefore necessary thajj; 
the Confederates should divide their strength, that 
tbjey jnight cut off tl}e south of France from Raly, 
.an4 make {threatening movi^n^eijts i^ th^ rear of 
the Viceroys butat the same .time..to^vAnce Mffia 
Lyons, to obstruct a concentration of Napoleon's 
.forces on the Seine. ^ 
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The Silesian army, tinder Blucher, and the grand 
army, under Schwartzenbergj were to come ia 
contact with each other on the Marne. The on^ 
drew his reififorcements from Brussels and Liege, 
and the other by the way of Baslcf. 

The Crown Prince of Sweden foraiedf with h\9 
Northern army, the last link to the chain. He 
tad, however, exclusively of his SwedeSj.a con- 
siderable body of troops, under Generals Biilow, 
Winzingerode, and CzernischefF, which he had 
marched, in November, towards Holland, and. that 
now, in conjunction with the Dutch army> and 
^he Saxons, under the Duke of Weimar, joined 
the right wing of the Silesian army, and took part 
in the principal combat ^ 

It must here be obvious to every one^ that the 
line from Geneva and Basle to Paris w-as the 
weakest and the longest, in the reai:^ and /in- the 
wings of the grand army ; that is, it was tli0 most 
distant from its supports. The cojps of Bubna 
and Simbschen were evidently . too (Weak- The 
line from Diisseklorf or Cologne, to Paris, ac- 
quired, by Holland and the. sea, a mucb greater 
i^gree of safety. The support was M^Lmh The 
number of fortresses did, to be sure, in some mea- 
sure render communications and ad varioes^ some- 
what difficult; yet the eneray^ under Carnot and, 
liaison, could only act on the defensive. 

On the' other hand, Augereau, in the sdiith of 
France, having at bis disposal ail the forces of the 
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country, could act on the offensive ; in which case, 
the fortresses were of in finite service to the success 
and continuation of his operations. 

Consequently, if the forces of Austria should be 
broken through, between Basle and Paris, ' tnucli 
might be lost:' It-is thi^ very cifcuTnst'anccl/ma- 
turely weighed j whicTi ' fully Explains the slow 
advances of Prince Sell wartzehberg; 

Marshal Bliicher was compelled ta advance with 
all possible celerity. If he were beaten (and this 
coiild -only be possible in front, or on his right 
wing, near which the graftd ariiiy stood), he could 
fall back without difRciilty on the Northern army, 
recover' his losses, andtectuit'bis strength. 

But Schwartzenberg was so pe<iuliarly situated, 
that he could be beaten in front, on his left wing, 
and in his i^ear ; and if th<^ enemy should succeed in 
throwing back Biucher's army more to the north, 
he wais actually surrounded on all i^ides. After 
the bloody combats in February, he was therefore 
cautiolttd of not advancing too rashly. He kept 
his eye* upon Lyons, upon Mentz, aind upon Basle; 
and could, by so doing, • under the pressure of un- 
favourable events, be prepared for actihg. ' > 
; This was the i^asoning, and these w^ere the reflec- 
tions- crfHhe Commander-in-chief. Thdre is just ^ 
littlcMfouhdation for blame, in the measdi^es adopt- 
ed by Prince Schwartzenbeg, ais in th^J^ore active 
conduct of our veteran Hero. "BlUdher must 
tnarch forwards^ — he must advance — he must bid 
open defiance to the enemy • 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Bliicher marches his Army on Paris-^ Retreat /• 
Chalons — The Field^marshal out-manosuvres Na* 
poleon — Forms a Junction with the Corps of BiU 

. l(m\ WoronztyWy and JVinzingei^ode, 

It is certain that Napoleon, laid down the plan 
of his operations, upon the basis of the review 
drawn up at the end of the last chapter. It was 
his intention to break off the right point or cor- 
ner of the Confederates' triangle of operations, in 
his desperate attacks 'upon Bliicher's army» form- 
ing that point, and then to destroy the left point 
under Schwartzenberg and Bubna. But three times 
was he forced to recoil, from Bliicher's gallant 
resistance; twice did Schwartzenberg humiliate 
him ; and, from Lyons to Geneva, Napoleon fail- 
ed entirely. The course of the events will afford 
a copious theme for explanation. Marshal Blii- 
cher, after his signal victory at La RothiSre, pro- 
ceeded onwards, in conjunction with General vou 
York's corps, to Paris. On the 3d of February 
General von York conducted his attack on the 
united corps of Macdonald and Arrighi, and the 
divisions of cavalry under Sebastiani and Excel- 
mans, with so much. address, that he drove them 
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back on Chalons-sur-Marne, and summoned the 
town to surrender. This being refused, he storm- 
ed the suburbs of the place, on the side of Vitry, 
and set the town on fire, in four places, by a 
shower of shells which he threw into it. A de- 
putation, from the inhabitants came out of Cha- 
lons, with the permission of Marshal Macdonald, 
and entreated that hostilities might cease* It was 
afterwards arranged with the Marshal, that all the 
stores and magazines were to remain in the place, 
and neither be moved to the rear, nor in advance, 
and that the town should be delivered up in its 
present state. The victorious Prussians marched 
into it on the 6th of February. But the Mar- 
shal, after consenting to these conditions, did 
not scruple immediately to violate them, by 
causing the stone bridge over the Marne to be 
blown up, notwithstanding the representations of 
. the inhabitants. General von York, however, in 
spite' of this breach of faith, passed the river, 
and followed up his pursuit of Macdonald to- 
wards Paris. The gallant conduct of General 
von . York, on these two days, Avas very' conspi- 
cuous, arid afforded his troops an opportunity of 
distinguishing themselves in the several attacks. 
Meanwhile Prince Schwartzenberg, with the 
grand army, kept in a line, and in the same direc- 
tion with the Silesian army, along* the banks of 
the Seine. 
Tiie two armies were separated, most probably, 
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to procure themselves easy me?ins of 3ub^Uteii<;e3 
buk they were near enough to each otlier to act 
conjonc.t]y if necessary. 

Napoleon having, received reinforcements out 
of Spain^ sv|cccedecl in ^throwing. himself b«;>v€|ca 
the two armies, with a forfip of at lea$t lOO^OOO 
nien^ and^^n sue}) a positiop, tha)i|he.had :i>t in his 
power to press l^^ard upon the right ajad left of the 
confederate armies, as best s.uite4his viewsj.. • 

The army of Bliicher, on i.ts w^rcii to Pajis fin 
the 10th of February,, occupied., jij lijao^ yik^ch ex- 
tifuflpd from Vert^s, whpre B^iiqh^r ^pd: L^Ogf^iW 
had their head-quarters, . by tlie waypf Champaur 
bert and Chateau Thierry^^ to La Fert^-^oi|3-Jou- 
arre, on a plain of nearly si^ty mifes. i^ extent. 
It Was thi& circumstance thatjrenderpd. Napoleon's 
.attempt to break through i% bqjt. to^TiMSuccofsful. 
Cenej[al AlsufiefF was posted at.Gbi^mpaubert/witb 
4000 men of Bliic|)er's army^jwliere he was. as- 
^iled by Napoleon on the lOth, .^d jO^Wig^d tp 
relinquish the position he Imd assui;^ed,withj89- 
yer<? loss* He himself wa$ taken pr^AQier. G^- 
B?niIs,von York and von Sacken formed: a i^pid 
junction in this precarious £iituation ; but, with all 
ttieir i^evoiq, exertions on the Uth, they coiild not 
force their way froni Montmirail tq join ]}liii;^r, 
OQ t^e fliortf^t route, and from wl^om they were 
in a .Bi£U)ner cut off. They, in qonsc^ueiaice, with- 
drew over the Mame on the 12th, near Cb^tgf^i 
!Xhl^rr£;> s^d m^ch;e4 upon Cb^^n^^ JVk^$hal 
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Mortier followed hard qpon them, and crossed the 
Mame on the 13th February. In th^ mean tini^ 
6ur veteran Hero, with the corps of Kleist an4 
Langeron, had, with the most strenuous efforts^ 
Ionised Marshal Marmont from Etoges on Montr 
uiiraiL Napoleon, having reqeived notice of this 
hold and unexpected advance, that favoured the 
operli^ian^ of Generals von York and Sackei^ 
Jiastened back by a forced inarch in the night of 
the tSth, with his guards, aYid divisions of cavalry^ 
from Chateau Thierry, whither he had followed 
Mortier, and formed- a junction with Marmont 
His great superiority of cavalry enabled Napoleon^ 
after an obstinate and bloody conflict, to surround 
^iitoher^s army ; which eveiit he vainly regarded 
at the time, as productive of the total defeat of 
the Fiekl-'marshal. But, instead of this, our Hero, 
with the greatest energy^ foresight, and presence 
of mind, formed the main body of his army into 
square phalanxes, braved with dauntless valour the 
gathering st*OTm, and fought his way, at the head 
of his invincible Prussians, in the direction of 
Vertus to Chalons, under a constant fire of mus- 
ketry and charges of cavalry. 

A retreat of this kind was accompanied iKfith 
considerabie difficulty, as the contest was widi 
superior numbers, and every thing was tt) be ef- 
fected" by ti)G good countenance of the troops 
aidiie. ' The following minute particulars of this 
•unieiiti^pled retreat may not ytove unaceeptikble 
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to the reader. The scene in which our Hero hap- 
pened to be principally occupied, was equal to the 
scope of his abilities, and it noaj be also said, 
that it was worthy of his talents. 

Marshal Marmont, in pursuance of his orders^ 
made a retrograde movement, on the 14th, out of 
the village of Fromentiferes. Our veteran Com- 
mander, who had bivouacked during the previous 
night, near Champaubert, determined on follow*^ 
ing him. The enemy retreated as far as the Til- 
lage of Joinvilliers, at which place a considerable 
mass of the enemy's cavalry was observed to have 
been posted. In the heat, of pursuit, six pieces 
of PruAian artillery, that were too far advanced, 
fell into the hands of the French. But the Prus- 
sian cavaliy, under General Ziethen and Colonel 
von Bliichct, a son of the Field-marshal, charged 
instantly, with furious impetuosity, the enemy's 
horse, that ^vere endeavouring to secure thek^ 
booty, repulsed them with loss, and retook the 
guns. From the intelligence obtained from the 
prisoners, it was ascertained that Napoleon had 
just arrived on the field with his guards and a 
considerable body of cavalry, having made a 
fatiguing forced march during the night from 
Chateau Thierry. Meanwhile Bliicher's infantiy 
kept advancing upon the village, in columns and 
battalions^ on the open grounds from both sides 
of the high road that led through the place. 
T\\e enemy's horse, strengthened by reittforct- 
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tBec[ts> soon returned to' the charge, penetrataed 
the weak advanced-guard of Bliicher's armjr^ 
and fell upon the infantry drawn up in columns 
««i the plain. This movement and manoeuvre 
of N^oleon was, however^ foreseen by our Hero. 
The columns having been previously formed into 
square phalanxes, they received the tumultuous 
charges of the enemy's horse with unparalleled 
firmQesS|>^tood their ground as if rooted to the 
spot pnr which. ithey were postedj andkeptupan 
n{ir^itti«ig^and' /destructive fire of musketry from 
aU^ides on tbet advancing enemy. To the Tight 
oC th^ village six of the Prussian squares were 
^taokfft at one und >the same; instant, and were 
all equally sui3cessful in driving back the daring 
adversary. BlU^er's cavalry having again rallied 
upde( the protection of the infantry, the Frenc}|^ 
instead of j^ing the a^^ilaptSi now found them* 
s^ly^ attacked in their turn. ; the murderous, fir^ 
9f the Prvslifkn infantry had tbrawn them into. 
dWrder^ and /the charges of the-Prus^an horse 
were attended with the most? brilliant success*. Na^^ 
psol^oui ho\^fever, still continued to bring freslik 
troops into action, and large bodies were observed 
in motion on both flank?* Two battalions of Blii^ 
cbfr'js advanced-guard^ that had already penetrated; 
into the village^ had scarcely time to form into, 
squares ; a.nd a large portion of them *.were ^ther 
killed or wqunded^ The cayalry of the Field-. 
2l3y»]cshaji's army did not exceed 1 100 effective meuy, 

z 
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while (he enemy showed at least from. 5 to 60OO 
horse in the field : no actsof bravery- could donn*^ 
terbalance so great a disproportion of nAmbers, in 
an arm so very essential in the open cduhtry* 
wherein our Hero was now posted. To prevent 
the serious consequences that might eventually re- 
sult from further resistance^ the Field-mai^hal re-^ 
solved to withdraw himself from a position ex^ 
posed to such an unequal combat, and gave orders 
that the infantry should put itself in march^ form^ 
ed in alternate squares and columns/ with the ap« 
tillery placed between the open spaces that sepa^* 
rated each column. Numerous bodies of sharp*^ 
shooters, with divisions of cavalry, covered the 
flanks and rear : and in this order the retreat be« 
gan. The country^ round the line of operations' 
was without inclosures of any kind, and only in* 
tersected here and tliere with spots of underwood, 
which caused the movements of the enemy^s ca-^ 
valry to be less exposed to the observation oF the 
Allies. To render success more oertain, the inian* 
try carefully avoided throwing themselves nader 
cover, and, by proceeding along the high road in 
firm columns, could keep the enemy more eSeo* 
tually in check, and ensure their own safety from 
being endangered by the numerous bodies- of ca- 
valry that now hovered around them. A continual 
succession of attacks and repulses followed each 
other, at short intervals, from the village of Join* 
vilHers to half way between Chartpaubert and* 
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EtogeSi being a distance of nearly twelve miles. 
Every column and every square was charged oiT 
attacked in turn, and exposed to the enemy's gall* 
ing fire. The Prussians, nobly supported by tiieir 
allies the Russians, were not backward in returh* 
ing their fire with steady precision. Marching/ 
loading, and firing alternately, and yet preserving 
the most perfect order, the most exact discipline-^ 
no hurry — no confusion— their retreat more re- 
sembled the evolutions of a review, th^n the stre* 
nuous efibrts of a haudful of brave men, headed 
by an adored Chief, to extricate themselves, by 
dint of personal courage and resolution, from the 
toils which a wily enemy had spread for their de- 
struction. The French cavalry, in the heat of 
charging, often precipitated themselves between 
the Prussian columns, and their disorderly retreat 
soon attested the success of the Confederaties* 
bayonets; Several heavy and regular charges 
were attempted by Napoleon, whenever the ter- 
rain offered a favourable opportunity, all of which 
were ultimately repulsed with heavy loss. 

Towards sunset it liiras observed that the enemy 
•had succeeded in turning the flanks by a bye-road, 
and throwing hiniself across Ihe high-way, in front' 
of BlUcher's ad vanced- guard, between Champaiibert 
and Etoges. It was^ Napoleon's obvious intention 
to block up the Fielcl-marshars line of march en- 
tirely. The masaes of 'cavalry ivere numerous. 
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and not otily occupied the road Itself^ but thr 
open country on both sidea of it, 

It is not to be denied, that the em€irge)acy of the ^ 
moment was greaty* and big with ey'ent; 

Our veteran Hero saw himself actually sur* 
rounded on all sides. To the sudden, but vigorous 
resolves of the : gallant Bliicher, thjp troops Ti'jere,^ 
indebted for their safety, their honour, and their r 
glory 'f and these were no other than to force his. 
way, at the point of the bayonet, through every , 
impediment, without loss of time, ^ It was evident^ 
that nothing but delay could prove vitally danger- 
ous to the Field^marshaL After ordering up his 
artillery in advance, that began a heavy cannonade 
upon the enemy's horse, the columns of infantry, 
continued their march, although incessantly galled, 
on all sides by the French rifle-men; and, when; 
within musketshot, opened a regcilar fire in pla- 
toon^ upon the cavalry that opposed their pro- 
gress. 

The enemy's cavalry could not withstand such 
undaunted resolution, assisted by an enthusiasm 
that rendered the most desperate enterprise easy 
to such warriors. They were obliged, after a se- . 
vere loss, to relinqui^ the high road to Bliicher's 
army^ and to content themselves with partial at«, 
tfigks on the flanks and rear of the Prussians. The. 
columns and squares, poste^|;advantageously on 
the flanks and rear, were att^ed, but none of 
them were either broken^ put into disorder, or 
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chltgjbi to yield ground to the enemy, icK>mst than 
their line of inarch demanded it. 
T , As night apiMTOSMched, tliie cavalry in advance iras 
attacked ag^ip by infentry ; but the m^v^h of th» 
army continued without interruption tpy^ardy 
£toge$. The jbfroo))^, qn entering the village, were 
fired upon by the enemy, pointed in the houses and 
gardens. In driving the French out of the placoi 
the divbions ufider General von Kleist ai^d Gene- 
ral yon K^pzcewitz partioujady distinguished 
themselves; they cleared the village of the enemy^ 
opened a passage for themselves and the remainder 
of the arn>y, and, covered with glory, bivouacke4 
for the night on the heights of Berg^res. 
r ^ Marshal Blu<^her's loss, on thifs memorable, re* 
/tr09.t, m»J be ipprnputed at 3500 men killed^ wound* 
4d^ )ind ^Vf^ prisoners. Napoleon's object wjais tQ 
crush the whole^ corps : bi$ jti^ans of offence werf 
49MtfCi than double to those of Bliicher ; of ca- 
yalry he bad £hree times the niamber; find yet, 
with this dj&cisiv^ superiority, he aphieved b^t 
Jittl^. Nor oyght it to be omitted, that the ef« 
^t$ of the enterprise,, instead of proving disas- 
trous to the general cause, were, on the contrary^ 
calculated to abate the energy of the French tropf^ 
^tfid destroy ^11 cpi^^dence in themselves. 

£lucher> artillery yf^ more i^qaerous, and much 
J)f tter ^ved, th^ t^l^t of the en($qfiy ; and the 
dreadful chasms it at times produced in tb^ 
jbof ^e ciavalry^^ by ^ weU-direct;e4 cross-fire, m\ift| 
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htivfe oeetiioned ah enomidus tserifioe of tmn bn 
the part of the Frinch^ 

The gloty of the Prussian ud Ru^iiaii oi^nis 
wa$ not only Isuppofted by the sible, i^Imit, land 
jmeritonous conduct of the troops Engaged, buttfa^y 
Itcquired fresh splendour at thh itfiportalit aud cri^ 
tical €era, by their mtrepid resist&ntre a^hiist 4 
poweirful and adventurous enemy. 

The happy union aiid perfect harmoay wliich 
was preserved betweeh the Prussiati and Russiaa 
fbrces^ and the vifonderful exertions ^ wisdom 
and policy in their heroic Comtnanderi must be r^ 
fleeted upon with singular satisfaction/ by etery 
well-wisher to the good cause. 

Victory might be said, although retfeatiuig, to 
follow their standards, and to carry alcmg with 
her a Series of successes through ab extended ^1nl>> 
riety of attacks of difiiculty and danger. • ' - ■ / 

The excellent dtspostxions of General v<m Gti^ 
senau, who directed th© inovements 6n tfee high 
road, and the Conduct of Gefteral von Ziethen^ 
and Prince Augustus of Prussia,"^ did not a little 
conti-ibute to the success of the retreat. Tlicir 
regular co-opemtton proved of the moat signal 
«ei*vice. • • • • -^ — • :..■■:. 

These operations "hiaving teen happily iefiected. 
Marshal- Bittcher itetermirred upon tekingup the 
position at ChalduS; while this movement J)resenl>- 
^ a teingulwr. kdVarttage, by ensuring his juuctioti 
with ihe c^her Wp* of hii army^ .Oenerats voa 
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;Y€trk:^afid. Snckea ba4i according to i^te^i^I|oe 
received, ocaipied lUieiin^^ and General Winzin* 
genode wa« ^y )tvvo or three marches from that 
city ; tfacK corp» foi:medi in consequence, a junc* 
tipn, tp their iQitfual gratification; and, on the 17th 
of February, the whole Silesian army was again in 
Jinein the vicinity of Chalona *• The Commander- 
.innehief permittted his brave companions in arms 
to .enjoy a day's repose on the 18th of February; 
bojt, on the next day> ^gain put his army in mo* 
tioOt a4vanced on the fi 1st to Mery, and joined 
the Qorps of General Count Wittgenstein, posted 
iH^ that neighbourhoodv The enemy assaulted 
M^ry on the 29d. £yery necessary disposition 
was madf to defend the town» and the bridge over 
the: Seine. But a variety of unforeseen impediments 

^ At this time, when the Fie)d-marsbal hail made good his 
' Teir^t to Cbaldns, to form a junction wiUi the coips of General 

von ' Ydrk, focken, and Winnngerodeb aod tho .Co9federafeei» by 
^ the affiur, at Montereau, ver^ thrown into a temji^rary conateroa* 
, tion, pur Veteran wrote the following very Ia€ODic» hut cheer* 

ingVords to the Emperor of Russia ; 

.^^ Let not an;iie|y^ for a momeotf plant a wrinkly on yon? 
Mitjesty's Vow'; for I shall catob him (meaning Napoleon) at 

* ^t. ; BLilCHJEJU'* 

(tHB OKIOntAk GEIIMAK,) 

^Eure Mqfe^St mJajgmi Sick kein graves Hoar toagksen lassenp 
ich vftr^ ihn 4Qch sehm upi En^effingen^ BLIJCHEr/* 

-■ '■ • g-4, ■ ' . 
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-occurred; a terrible fire iMroke out in the Wgfb 
street^ the artillery was obliged to. be withdrawn^ 
and the town evacuated* It was re^attAcked bgr 

'the Allies on the 89d, the French, driven out of it 
after a desperate reaistancei and the place main- 
tained* . ' 
In the mean time Napoleon had seen himself 
forced to direct the whole strength of his armyxm 
the Seine, in ordei^ to check the progi^$3 of tlie 
Confederates under Prince von Schwartaenberg. 
Marshal Victor and General Oudinot, althoB^ 
rehiforced considerably by detachment* frdm Spain, 
fpqnd themselves too weak to act on the diSen- 
sive against the grand army of the Allies under 
Schwartzenberg. The latter had left Troy^ on 
the 10th of February, storined Nogent ami Sens 

.OB the 1 1th, and driven the enemy over to the left 

,l^c^Qk c^ the Seine 09 the I4th. General Qc«mt 

..Wrede, at the instigation of filiicher, forced, the 
pasMge of the Seine in the night of the IStfa, at 

'Nogent, towards Provins,yand the Prince of Wiir*? 
temlberg, General^ Biancbi and Giulay, near Bray 
and Montereau. General Cotmt Wrede and Ge*i 

jieiral Count Wittgenstein' forming, with thw 
corps, the extreme ai^vanci^ of the ' grand army, 
Avere posted near Nans^is, on the 15th of February, 
not being more thai^ forty leagues from^ Paris ; the 
detachments of Platow and-Hardegg occupying 
I'ontainbleau on the ITth.' General ^6ubt Wrede 
was on tfie point of ^ecuting the orders of: the 
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^Fifndc von Scbwartzcnhargj to advance 'upon 8e- 

'^anBe, in tbe rear of Napoleon's line of operational 

"wben he was obliged to halt It seems NapoleoQ 

^ad battened back agaiD^ bynnotber forced niarcby 

in the- direction of La Fert6 sous Jouarre^ and, 

falling suddenly, with an pverwhelming superiority' 

of pttmbers, on General Count WittgenUein's 

corpSr had compelled him tq pass over to the left 

-bank of the Seine. During his pursnit, Napoleba 

fell in with the Prince of Wiirtemberg's corps 

neair Mpnter^ii, whose detachments had already 

Qcpupj^ Melun, . The Prince defended himself 

with signal bravery and . .obstinacy for riseveral 

|iours» but, after a great effusion of bloody, was 

pbliged to fall back. Napoleon marched onwardiS 

by the way of Nogent, and took poases^ioii of 

Troyes, which, by virtue of a convention, bad 

Ijeen previously eyacuafed by the Allies. 

^Before farther progress could be made, the ener^^ 
g^tic ponduct of our intrepid Veteran pi^yented 
any fatal consequences ensuing from Napoleon^s 
ephemeral successes. Blncher's movetnetita were 
>ap)d and well digested ; and his support rescued 
,:(he Confederates from an unpleasant situation, the 
(:on«e(]¥ience of some mischances, for wluch no q^/e 
can^in the least degree be censured. Bluchtr*a affai? 
with the evttif\% by Mery, on the Seine, t)n the 21 $t, 
^n which he maintained his position, materially pre- 
vented. General Count Wittgenstein's cprps frotjcv 
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digreei the retrograde ii\pyaB^]it .of tbe ?r|iiqe of 
jSchwartzenberg, which he wa« oiakiiig along the 
Aube, u f»r as ColumlKtyt to the aortb^weat of 
Ch^uiiiaot,. where he . ^rived on the iSth of Fe* 
binary % The Field-m^rshal had . acted \n d ir^ 



^ The manly and independent spirit of Marshal Mtidier' 
ccrtild' ill hrook silteaee vben raililary 0peration6 were aboat to 
.tdffi i^ace^ wfakh dbd aot ejUMStly coincide with his own judgf 
^ept. ,The retr^^^ade movement 4)f the grai^d apny to Co* 
.lumbey was not made with his concurrence ; and in his lively 
zeal for the good cause, he presented the following forcible re* 
marks, drawn up with his own hand, both to the Emperor of 
•Rosda and King of l^usoa: t - 

« It has been reported to me by Colonel von Grollman, that 
'llie grand army is to make a retrograde movement. I think it 
my duty to ky before yo«r Majesty the unatwidadble, dimstroUB 
^cmsega^^es that ^lus^ ensue from suc^ a step, 

*^i\ The whole French nation will be under arms, and that 
part which has declared itself for the good cause, will be 
'ruined* 

^*9?. Our victorious army, flushed with success, will bedome 

. /' S^ Our retrograde movemfnts.must be made through ^ 
country, where our troops, urged by want, will deprive the in- 
habitants of thdr last morsel, and drive them to despair. 
** 4^ "Napoleon will thereby recover from the shock which 

**oilr rsqpid movements have caused him, and ' regain tiie opinion 

iaf;the'i«t&0aria'biafinrD«c. / < i ;. .v ^ 

. T f\T^% your im|i^ial Mf^ty has permitted mo to iact again 

^pn.^e offensive, .cl^ms^ my^most unfeigned thanks. I -ca^ pro- 
mise to niyself the most briU|ant success, if ypur Majesty 

'Would 'be graciously pleased to bsue positive orders that the 
efrpi ^ Gendral vott ^Winzmgefode jteS <l«ii^aI,yoii'. jl^Mr 
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cot\^9Qtiofi with the grand <K>«^(bdeFate army Imt 
a few* hours, wh^n be ordered his to move for* 
wardsi imd after repulsiog Marnioot^ who etides^* 
voured fio stop his progress^ or to iotemipt hta 
pbn of jQperatioiis, he eroased the Aube, directing 
his march t^ Lit Fecl^ Gaucheiy, and consequentijr 
towards Pati9« His principal objeot waa to 
imitci hi$ forces with those pf Generals Biilowv 
Woronzow, and Winzingerqde, formeHy attached 
to the army of the Cfown Prince of Sweden, but 
who were now. pressing forward with alacrity 
into the .scene of glortQius action, towards Kbeim^ 
BJDid Spissoos. The Field-marshal's army would 
theiOL be strengthened to 100,000 men. And with 
this army, animated with eAthusiasaa, and intoiu^ 
cated with victory, he proposed to.nndertake the 
bold and decisive march-direct on Paris, from 
the north side ; by which Jnan<euvre Napoleon 
would be rendered unable to face and make faefad 
against both Schwartsenberg and Bliichor* with 
the whole of his army, without leaving the one or 
the otber an c^en field of action, on which he 



may obey my directions. In co-operation with these Generab 
I shftli march forward* ^o Paris> and shall be as little afraid to 
mest Kapokyoa as any-of lijs Marshals, if they skonld oppott 
my advancing* . 

<« Permit mcito express to your Imperiid Majesty the satis- 
faction I shall feel in fulfilling your Majesty's comoumds and 
whhes at t}>e head of the army intrusted to my care. 

^< j&ry,>rf. 22,18 J*^ ^ -BlUchEr/* 
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cotild carry on those operations that must ultimately 
prove fatal to Buonaparte. This nibv^ment of the 
field-toarshaFs upon Meauxy^vhich would cut olF 
the enemy's comniunication with Paris, and which 
caused great apprehensions in that capital, forced 
Marshals Mortier ^nd M&rmont to evacuate £a 
fPerti$ sous Jouarre; and the Comiiiander-'in-cliief 
{Missed the Marne, without atiy obstructioBi ^^ 
ihe «8th of Febiiiary. ^ 

The reports of this march had scarcely reached 
Kikpoleon, before he broke tip with the flower of 
Jiis army from Troyes, otj- the 27th of February^ 
in hopes of striking a deadly blow against the plana 
and views of the AUtes. fie left behind him a 
|]»lf))ng force of ^,000 men, to observe the Prince 
4Df ^cbwarteenberg, \^ho$e army might be estv> 
related' at this period at 80,000. . • 

Napoleon crossed the Marne on the 1st of 
March; but, to his great vexation, General von 
pillow was already in possession of Soissons ; by 
whitfa circumstance all the single corps that were 
to form Bliicher's army, and come undei Ills conn 
mand, could be united in tbi3 pentral and very 
important positioii, 

Soissops WAS- & point of singular importance} 
and the junction pf tlie several corps was formed 
in the following manner : ' 

; On the 26th of February Generjil vpn BUlow 
undertook au expedition from I^aon against. L^ 
Ferp. The covering of his ri^t wing, apd thp 
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s^cufi^ ^f bis suppli^ ; TfodepeA the <>c<siipaU;iQi^ 
of this . fortress of. great . qome&t^ : and, cq^^m^? 
queDtly,,G<^neral yon; TbUmea^iw^as ^etacl)«4 with 
his brigade against La Ferfrj^ai|24>%9^9AS|ury. musk/ 
ber 9f l^owit25ers to^ bombird tl|e .^tov^n. * The bri- 
gade advanced upon the ptacerand this h%hly va- 
luable aod meritorious. oipQcer d;is]^layed his usual^ 
zeal. After ^browing shells into thci bpdy. of 
the town for a fpw hours, and ^hea supimoning jtt 
to surrender, • the comnoa^dant capitulated, and 
General von Thuoien marched in, at the headiof 
his tropps. The, possession of the place was^ ia 
every point of view, of great importance; but, 
under the present circumstances, it.pijoved a moift 
severe loss to the enemy, as it contain^ a grand 
arsenal for the artillery in all its branclies^: mop^ 
than a hundred pieces of brass cannon were found 
within it, as well as immense stores of every article 
appertaining to an artillery-train. » .: 

The certain intelligence of Fieldrmarshal filii- 
cher's intended advance upon Paiis having reach* 
ed General von Biilqw, he again put his corps k^ • 
motion on the 1st of March, towards. Sojsfons, 
after leaving a small detachment in La Fere ; an^j 
at the same timo, General Wiuzingerode move^ 
from Rheims by the way of Fismes* 

General von Billow arrived before Soissons on 
the 2d of March. This town is surrounded with 
ditches filled with water ; and a high stone wall, 
flaCnked by towers^ renders the place secure against 
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a ccHip de main. The garrisdn coiittsted of ftom If 
to 1400 men, mostly Poles, the best troops which 
Napoleon had at this time in the field, and they 
were well provided with artillery. The opening of 
a communication with Bliicher rendered the pos- 
session of the place absolutely necessary ; but 
the attempt to take it by main force might 
have cost the Allies several thousand men. 
In consequence of this considefration, after the 
town had been briskly cannonaded, articles of ca- 
pitnlation, very honourable to the garrison, were 
proposed by Generals Winringerode and Biilow : 
they were accepted by the commandant, upon 
Captain -von Martins, who was intrusted with 
the negotiation, making some successful represent- 
atitos concerning the hopelessness of relief i and 
hewasfiermitted to march out, at the head of the 
garrison, with the honours of war. 

The necessity of occupying this town was even- 
more pressing than the possession of La Fere. The 
wealt <Jorps 6f General von Kleist was already' 
thrown back on the road from Soissdns, on the 2d 
of March ; and on the 3d, the day after its occupa« 
tion, the main body of the Silesian army arriveil 
inr its vicinity to assume a position. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Bliicher concentrates his Army near Soissons — Fic^ 
tory qf Loon — Progress of the allied Armies-^ 
Triumphal Entry of the coiifederate Monarchs 
into Paris. 
-# 
In this inarch of the Field-marshal^, from Mery 
to the heights of Soissoos, of s.uch a novel and 
critical nature, the gallant Herp displayed his acr 
customed foresight and judgment, and conducted 
it in a most able and judicious manner. NotWitht 
standing the celerity of the movement, the utmost 
regularity was preserved, aQd no one untoward 
circumstance took place. 

* It was towards the evening of the 4tb of March 
that the complete union of all the corps was formr 
ed, composing an enterprising army of 100^000 
warriors. Blticher immediately directed Soisaoo» 
to be occupied with 10,000 men, belonging to Ge«i 
Betal von Langeron's corps ; and the. main body 
of the army assumed a position behind the Aisueii 
Meanwhile Napoleon had marched, in all haste, 
upon Fismes, made a booty of some baggage left 
in the rear, and occupied Rheims ; by which ope- 
ration he. cut off all communication between the 
corps of Gcoend St Priest, the gn^d army luxd^c 
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the Prince of Schwartzenberg, and that of BtU* 
cher. * 

■^ But the Field'^roarshal had penetrated the pro^ 
bable manoeuvres of hi* adverseery \vith prectsibii 
and ability. He had sacrificed willingly all his 
communications, and, in case of ne<iessfityi ttcj^nt 
to trust to the strength of the Netherlatid*. It 
was not tlie developement of Napolcoti^s plans 
that urged him to act, but the execution of-hii 
own deep-laid operations* To establish a«footing 
^n a new line of offence^ presents^ a/^spectaele of a 
movement of an army, nev^er surpassed in the*niii 
litary annals of the world, and is a 'cincanistanice? 
of glory that, in itself, would iiAmortalize 'the 
same of .Bliicher. "* % • ^^ • < 

c During the 5th of March, Soissoos was kc^ 
occupied by two Russian trorps, aiid- tb^ Bield^ 
marshal appointed Lieutenan^trgeBeral'^RiidcfjewiG^ 
to be gov^riior of the place. * ; The-army>.s till bW 
vouacked/ behind the Aisne. * - > ' > 

V .The ope^atrcfiDS of the «nemy cx)imaenced^ii th# 
6th. He endeavoured* to .obtain pbisrsession of the 
suburbs of Soissons^by a heavy *Ganncmade.vIihi:. 
attacks were repulsed by the bravery of tbevtroopa* 
ai>d the' able disposttiohs of ^the go^mtipr^ and/^ 
though they were cont^ued tiU^ntgbt/ yet'tiie^ 
French gained not a foot of gn»uid. , ^ »r4^ f r i-r> 
' On the 'afternoon^ of t^ same i day. Napid^oaf 
had succeeded inigettmg possessfiJ>a of the fenfiear 
at Betrt-au-fiaof and pnaked ^rmbi Us - XrtM>f% to 
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Corbfeny, Genexsi von Winzingerode ^ent a divi-* 
fiion to Crannes to oppose his progress ; and the 
army was drawn up on the heights between L'Ange^ 
gardien and Crannes^ so as to make front against 
,the enetny, and to act upon the offensive by the 
.■^rayof CranneS) if necessary* 

, Towarids noon, on the 6th of Marchj the enemy*s 
.cplumivs began to deploy from Berri, and to ad- 
vance more to the right The Field-marshal von 
.Bliicher immediately ordered his army to advance 
upon the high ground running in a straight line 
from Crannes, to be able to debouch into the plaia 
.from that place. But Napoleon had already occu- 
pied Crannes with his guards, and had filled the 
woods and defiles with sharp-shooters, so that some 
consid^able difficulties presented themselves, in de- 
bouching the army. The glacis was also too con- 
fined for a body of 80,Q0p men to act upon with 
effect i and, it being repprted that an enemy's co- 
lumn was on its march, by the way of Corbeny, to- 
wards Laou, the Field-marshal determined, at seven 
o^clock in the evening, to detach General Winzin- 
gerode, with 1 1 ,000 men, mostly cavalry, and a due 
proportion of horse-artillery, with orders to march 
off to the left, to intercept the enemy in the di- 
rection of Corbeny, on the road to Laon, and tp 
act immediately on the offensive* 

,.Genei;al von Billow was likewise detached to oc- 
C)]py the position of Laon^ and thereby to ensure 
h^ communications witb the Low Countries, . 

A A 
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' When it was reported to the Coininaild»M» 
Thief that General von Biiiow occupied Isox^t h^ 
directed the Generals von York, ron Kleist, aini 
Von Langeron^ to mm^e towards Fetbiei^x, lo sfr¥0 
%$ supports to General Winzingerode. Tlie^^^i^pp^ 
of General Wihzingerode still rema^ne^ '4<ftW> 
lip on the glacis near Cranned. General SaclfiBn's 
corps formed bis reserve. The Field-niarsbs4 'b94 
^calculated that the detached cavalry undei' Oene- 
itilTon Winzingerode <x)uld arrive near Fethieuac 
"before break of d^y/and that the infantry wouW 
^each the same point in time for 'his- supppi^k 
But, unhappily, the whole of these complicated 
'^movements could not be executed with that pr^ 
^cision so necessary for their taking effect. Some 
difficulties occurred to General von Winzingerb^ 
hi crossing the river Cette, \vhich detainedhtm an<l 
'" the corps that followed; General von -Kleist fortu- 
nately surmounted every obstacle; aiad, altbeugb^be 
was detached ten hours later, yefe hearrired beli9fe 
'General von Winzingerode in the • position afeFe- 
threux. Meanwhile Napoleon impetoovsiy -at- 
^tacked the corps of General Winzingerode with 
*the whole of his forces. According to^pperioiis 
instructions, General von Sacken, who con^man^- 
''ied the right wing, retired slowly, * and in the 
finest order, from height to height, fceepJng* iip^ 
brisk arid well-directed cannonade upon the etiemy. 
^he exertions of the French were particularly di- 
recteiif to turn, if possible, General- von* Saeken^s 



Digitized 



by Google 



l^tfsil^mi, mtA t6 pil^BS him hard by their superionty 
tff caVafry^ In this actwt^, a favourable result: was 
lie&ndd of* su^h impoftance by Napoleott^ that 8e>- 
ITdmi of his Marshab performed the duties of Ge- 
ti^*als <6f Brigade and IMVisioo, and t^tctor an^ 
©rduchy were Wountiedi This obstinate combat 
cndiidriv^ith the day^ without Napoleon having 
Mdcitoded iol'br^ak-itig through^ or making any 
impresiiod otrlflieiin^ of the Allies, whose troops 
nfl^atnoftbrnobie stastd against a superior forcoi 
'Witfaoutilosikig ait^ugifd piece t^ cannon qr a prif 
2KMisn Indeed^ it'tis <barely f^oasi.ble to do justice 
!tO' the gsdlanbpy and stead^imess of the Russian at^ 
iillery and cavalry tm. thisday> which will thereby 
be ever conspiosously memorable m the annaif 

Itt tHe>ooiHM'Of the night> General von Sacke^i 
^o^wididrew* into the position of Laon, in whic^ 
M)ef!idd;«smbai /had ^determined battle should b^ 
^giH^ii> ^ Under these oircDm/staQced) as; 3oissons 
wks'dciatitute of^lveiy artiqls of sui^nance^ 4t was 
it c^»fle<|uefiC6«vac«ajbed by General Rudcawictf* 
^/Thd whcde of Bijiidier's army was concentrate^ 
^InndfLaum oii;the 8th of Mtu-ch. The corps of 
Id^raemliB^low occupied the town and the glaci^s. 
3'he cot^ia of Laageron, Sacken, and Wineingerode 
Btood to the rights and thoae of von York and 
von Kleist to.the left . ' 

Twer battalions of infantry, belonging to York^s 
oorpi^ kepit possesuon of the village of Atbi^s.; 

A A S 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



356 6Ai*^AlG«« Cf . 

The 2d 'and »th brig^d^s, tahdtt'iPriiicfeWilliainctf' 
Prussia, stotod in tlie -fkrt ii&ej' the' lit 'and 7tll 
brigades in rescrte. ' » •» • . : :b v..-,: 

Towards evening tht 6ncmy advaMi^d^ i^/ptm 
tlie roa[d from Soisrsons, and fbrGed'4he sdv^BMed- 
guard' of the Field-marshars Uttt\y lipott &tiai^. 
Early in the mofniiig of the 9th, nndir cjover o^a 
Very heaVy fog', a body of rtie* tiAemy't* infimtry 
idrov^ in the but-posts, and ckrrr^ tb^'village^'dr 
Seinillv'and Ardotj; ^Bift About efevett^63clock,'A*m 
IIS the fog began to^ ctear afivay, thft" FieM^marsi«al 
directed the oorpsr of Gettfemt voU Winziiigeiwte 
to att on thfe offensive. The two villages weir^ 
ifetaken, knd Winzingerode's fight wing repQl&ed 
%he eneiny to Lasnicourt. ' - • .i..'> \i' 

About three oV:lock, p. m. it was tep6rt€id 'lo the 
Commander-in-chief that thfe eheih^w^^e ill ad- 
vance, in strong columns of all ai'riis,^^duj)ptef ttid tiy 
i numerous artillery, ft-bm the side' "offiftf^ints. 
As tlie combat on Bliicher's rljghC \rtng had^lM^ 
pily taken a favourable turn, and lifd itdi^rfent 
operation was to be expected frdift tMs ^de^^d&ir 
veteran Hero was naturally led to e*plBdt^*lftiat 
Napoleon intended his principal attacfk ^&h<mld 'be 
made' on his Ifeft. The safety of BlfiKiher^ left 
Wing was indeed of the titmost iflrportante."^ The 
cavalry in resei^ve was intrusted to the command 
of General von Ziethen; he passed the broak near 
Athies, aqd took up a flanking position towards 
the cavalry pf the enemyy which tlireatened tt> 
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ittTii. the left wing on the firat favourable e()ening« 
lOn tb^. right .wing the corpa of G^er^l vpn Bii- 
Jqw acted entirely on the defensive, 
ro<MaiKh8l.BMicher HOW prdere4 tiie CQfp9 of jvou 
&M>ken And. LMigercw i to. advance to, th^ left. as. x^ 
^efsyes to .the corps, of von Yprki and Klei^V <U- 
»re0ting. General von Yorjk, 4s soon *s. thejse xf- 
-jBCTVifStWiere. cpme.np^ tft assail the enenjiy by a 
tsadden and geAeralinQveii\enil;;fQr wards.,. It ho^- 
he^nxx tO) grow 4ark r^ Jhe.;res«rv^$r arrived., Ge- 
neF^&yon. Yorjf^ an4iKle}^t5i pirompt in the execu- 
itwUf of ..orders, re^owWied th§ir pacg in iidvan- 
^ug upon the pplnmns of the enemy's. infantry* 
Th^^^ut attack ftll ta t^hi5 lot pf Prince Wjlliam 
, of Prussia, leaving the byrAipg village pf Athies 
^ liltl^.itQ . tbe.right. The attack of Prince Wil- 
liaifl WIS suppprtied pn this sidQ of the village by 
rGeneralyon Porn with his usual g^llantrj; he 
»atacn49d, .at the Jii^d of his tropps, an enemy's 
iMtttf^y with; si^ch. rapidity^' that pnly one round 
wa9.;%«d before .the whole of it,fl^^ into his hands. 
Meittiwhil*^ Qmenl von !5ietlien executed so 
admirably thps^. Jpanff u,vfes with whiph he was 
intrUi^ited, iwhg^ hCJ had turned the right fiapk pf 
t^ enemy, .that the dei^t of Napoleon .was thus 
jrenderied complete* . G.ejoyBral vpn. Kleist com- 
menced his attack alpng th^e low bushes lying in 
!bis,£ront> so as to concentrate its effects with that 
of the pth^r corpci on, the high rpad from Rhciijns. 
Tbegg .operat^n*; ;Were happily effected, nptwith-s 
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standing a variety of impedimcnt^^camed^ bo«l» 
from the nature of the ground^ and the de^iperate 
resistance inade by the enemy, Tfee comtnfliidei«i» 
however, perfbrmed the service committed to tl^ir 
care with much precision, s^bility^ smd'pdurage. 

^e eneihy W4s ovi; th6 point 6f opcapying 
Athies witli iseveral heavy columns, -when he had 
to meet th6 attack of Prince William. All $ring 
was strictly pvotitbited, and the bayonet only waa 
to be used; The troops; pressipd forwards Wilii ^m- 
loaded ^rms, rushed qpoQ the Memy, and thsdrged 
with fixed bayonetit ; the effect produced by sueh 
gaU^nt conduct was such As niightfaav^ been exn 
ipected ; they forced the French tci retire in qoaifu^ 
^ion, and the allied battalions $till moved omrardisj^ 
regardless of a most terrible and contrnued dis^ 
charge of grape. But a short time, h0l«r«ver,i 
elapsed, and General von Kleist had completely 
repulsed, and thrown into disorder^ the whole of 
the masses of the enemy's right wing, as Ukewisie 
the corps of Marqiont and Arrighi. In f^e pieai^ 
time, General von Ziethen had charged th^ rear 
of the enemy, sword in hatid, and |)ut t^ena ei^^ 
tirely to the rout ; and ^ conflict the tno$t $6vere,^ 
lyas terminated most gloriously for the Allies,^ 
leaving in the haiidfi^ of the victory forty-sij^ 
pieces of cannon. 

l^he bold and well-directed manner tn wh^cl^ 
Prince William forced the enemy to fly from the 
high woody grounds near Athies, paved the way 
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4(1, jvifttoijfr TJiie l^eavy fir^ of nj,u§ketry poure<J 
^WQ upon them from the heights, could not for 
ft onwnft^Lt.^pfest the progress of hU troops, who 
UTQi^BimlMly.^^vinfid the ^Q^uce, eager to closf 

» . Xh^^good fcirtfjp^ 9Xi4 J^raver^. of the Prussians 
fFj^v4ile4 m 4;hi3 . jmemo^'aliile night-attack, notr 
wijbfcstmding ih^i multitMtJe <?f obsitacle^ Qpposf54 
to their HWcpesSt The cfefe^t pf the enemy soon 
becama gm^v^$. aiftd he fled \n the greatest, disr 
<H'der ftiHl confusion. General vpt\ Ziethen, at the 
head of )4sri9^y airy, aijd supported by four batta,- 
^ipips, of iuj^tpy froin tjie corps of Prince WiV 
Ji^:and.Gie»eral;Horn, pursued tjie French, and 
pceupjwdthj^.defijefroni FjBthieu^j f:p Alaison-rougeu 
: (Renewal yon York cpptipued, after surprising 
44ifflP^Wt^3^6Pirp^% $0 foUow up his advantages^ 

' ^^----^ ■' ' ;^ • ■ : -..—^ . 

.^^M^sl^al Marmctnt's carps yras here completely taken bv 
suiprise. They were in bivouack, and busily employed in pre- 
paring fliefr suppers. The Prussian fcavalry approached through 
-^e-»1f0afd8> irilent as death, foHowed hy a battery. The infiui. 
ff^yf &Mr^ hy A wood, ^ot close upoa tfaem« The I^reivph^ien 
<fpj^b^ very plainly «een lying fo^^d their watqb-fires. A ter* 
^ibl^ cannonade, and vollies of musketry now suddenly opened 
upon them. The bugle-horns of the Prussians ^ere heard fro.ih 
all sides* The terror, confusion, and flight of ^he French baffle 
irU attempts at description. It proved a bloodless hunting- 
^^rty for the gallant Prussians* Pj^e^y thing was left behind ; 
.the whole gf their artillery^ baggage, }\orses, and waggons^ fell 
^nto the hands of the Confederates. Marmont was driven^ 
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till Idte ^tf tb€^<ey«nlng/> t^hig a^great ^tetmlfbir ^ 

In the mesiil'tiiM; Napo)4k)n st^fU^i^o»d :']n*^&« 

thcM l^JCh «o^r^a«''hkM attacks ^4i{)^ ^e -^dtttflw 
and tbe^igiit'^^ing,' \in4er Billow ahd^v^ii^itige^ 
rode. *>>»jBtit' the Field^^artfhM^^antielpcitGfdF the 
anemy's'^hiteErtfons, by 'ifistriilg ^bi^ri t(^ Oem#i^ 
von Wmmgerode to faiH''o» the et^nyh^eft 
yfittgy' 'While General Langeroti'^^ras t^^^^raMhhis 
tr)oii«neiit8 J Napoleon's offensive operation prov- 
ed^ tht^refore, tnu^uocessful; The^^grot»id affordU 
ed weveiy advai&4ag6 ^ *t& Napoleon; ^ «Dld by ke^ 
i»g upi<a severe ' eFantionade and fire^ bf gyaf>6- 
<hot, ^'he h^ld Ibe' f iH>nt ^f fiUiche^'fii lioe iti ^beck^ 
till the close of the eveiii»g, trheni^he ag^n^ re- 
dewed a^fgenerar attade* Me «au6^ ^e suburb 
Semilly^ oi the r(%d tp ^ois^om; Ij^mg at the Ifoot 
q£ .da^ilhiil 6n which Ijaon sftands, to be «usisaited 
by some battalions of infantry. This suburb wa4 
occupied vbyfiiilossr's corps, aad >he defend^ it 
with une;xi|inplediisf)int and ooolneb>: :he^>res(st04 
the i^)p6ttlostt^^ of /the Fi^e^jpb • in&^t^y, >P0pul9^ 
ed'evep}s^ ^repeated attack, ^nd >the>4e9emy were 
^t last^ai^ell^d to retreat>^t^U pointe. ^-It^is 

^ " ■''' ^" ' ■ ' ■ - ■■ ' '" ' , 1 • > v ' j. n ". ' .^i. ' ' . ■ ' " .; " ■ ■ " f 

with' tne shattered remains of hiscavalry, to the Marne; an(| 
General Von" VoVk r^iirillld ir'cim th1e jltiriBuit, to fall again itif^ 
line with the^Field^iharfehid's ai^myfls^oVf '<ll)r«afteai&^^ i^ytb^ 
#tt^c)j:rtlfa«afr(W[**Na|ial«0Ht . . -; - :" 
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^iery p9efaafcle,«tl|at ^e attad^ was ^iiJy'a feint onr 
the side of Napoleon, to prevent, if pos$iblei th« 
tojbaldestEuetioniofrMsvaiontVcorpsc^ > - 

, Xh«iTtjvrafbl^yict(9ry/i which th^ve^pran Fields 
Hraf«)igUgftified over Napoleon on the 9th and 
lOthr^ifi Mar<^b^ f»ear;Xaaa, cost the -lallied army 
hut alft^^iupansiclerable nucftber of wen^ while tho 
lM»;4»f:tl)e FraE^h may be modorat^ estimated 
a:t 18,000^ ta kiHed/ wounded; ayid priseiieps. 
. NtppJeon's retreitrt vca^i ||oadev» the most dis^ . 
orderly manner, <and was th^:.6n]y step he could 
take^ to .pievept his c^itip^fte ' discoinfiture. ' He 
l«fi all his waun^b^ men' behind. himi in his flight 
to^mi^s the J^isney the light troops of filueher's 
armyi pressed bard upcm his. reir, and caused hioi 
a gmat loss in men and nmterieU ^^ 

This was the second g^and battle>-m which 
victory was wrested by our veteran Hero from 
the iron grasp of Napoleon on the French* terrif 
tory. 

The^reat arid unremitting exertbns which the 
iu:my had .made during the last four days» and the 
unuaual fatigues^ they bad undergoae> rendered it 
absolutely.necfasary that- it should now haveisom^ 
xepOse, «nd, consequently, all the advantages that 
might have been derived from briskly following 
up the pursuit of Napoleon, the Allies were, at 
the moment,, Qbliged reluctantly to forego. A 
pause, therefor^t^emsu^d inthe operations of BlU* 
pber's array, which lasted nearly eight days. 
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'^)^^FteId^miira^)tefl's e«iiduct and^cotiUiiattd aeli^ 
♦Hjr mtiKg this hi^mombfe battle glided him tke 
Itdmii^tfon of tlie "wbdle atmy, exalted m' i^ «ni^ 
inetat degree the bopour of his country, and gave 
plddg^a 6f his being ranked attH>ng6t the niostii^ 
^tl^tyioils i^ffieers c^f thei age^ UW inerk . cau 
^fctfi'eidly' be \iquMled ; ' hi^'e^r«(on«', ' ^l^ersona) cour 
rag^; aitid'ybiliey '<^totHbut«d itiuth«) the success 
of the co^bttt, aud't(yefihande^4hat'€hameiei' 4if 
iirfHtarJ^feftiei 'to> whfeh his>|bt1n^f '«pryice««^tac| 
ii6 jJMtfy ehCitled'htm.-' i -^ ^ ^ ^ ^ « u.- ;..;)• i ^ . • - . .-^ . • . , 
^*<rhe ohiy affair dfiiWpi^Ftan^^^'Whifjfe: took 
^c6 immliftdi&t^dfter 'th6> bafttle firt" Laot), was 
ih<^ oe^^pistion of Rb^mi^, On-th^ tdth «f 
ila#^,C(^eial Coniit St. Priest aVtsick^d thlt^Bity^ 
carrv^d it, and took about 1000 tnen prisoners. 
The^n^noiyy With su{>eHor fbfc^, a}9p€fared>liefaK 
AeplWe-on tllfe^Sth.-^ G^eral' Count »t, Priert 
sd^ipopted the unequal contest Wfth. gr€Jat4>f^Yefy, 
but was at last obliged to give way^ with MK^ 
n disparity o<^ nutnb^^ undw ^bia eopimaQ^ '^ he 
ftimS^'WaS wl[^UTidedv A partofMs^Coi^witlss^ 
^tew to Chalons/ and another $ni«|l^difGat^4>f 
'Bfeny^B^Bke, to join the fiMeMapr arnftyV - 
- Wj^ WiU no# draw the att^tidn xif xMir n^sidera 
fo tfb^operafiom^ of the c^fedMat^' armies. 
' The CrowBi Prince'of- Sweden, having been «©• 
iieved \tt Hol»tein/and in the blockade of ^Avouat 
IB Hamburg, by GeneralBennigseq, put bis «nny 
in march towards.the ^R^noi oi) -whic^ hei arrive^ 
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Q^lif^k^f^mA r^acbftdf W^ge Qft the 2^th of f©^ 
bruary,. whpro the Prince fiijied his h^drqwartew. 

HIhI $lvogqA0iF, \vwe 4«itacWd W^JQia^BlU^bs^ 
3ut an ioaqt^vUy^ DiQip^ shpwed ils^lf iA.th^i&r^Ar 
p|^raU(^pu» of th© Swedish carmjri.tbe^^us^M^f 
whk^ is enve4flped: mr;a^v^l of my^tmy^ wen to 
this-day^ The i^^^ish aroaynwas ca];^iie4; on: t;^ 
l^euse : the head-quarters remained ioi JJeig^ faad* 
Jb^ scMne unaQW>\witaWe fatolity^iit w^.b^^eaved 
pf sharing tthe>h€9iour<af tbotie glorious d^y9» ^t^l^f; 
^ BQOi^ follQW/sd'eacb other ia quiok!WC(pe«^$iqi4^ 
^ After' the g^imr ^t JPaf-sur-jAube, betWQfmrtke 
FreKbch ^ud qonfaderata armies, the former retired 
towards Troyes (m the S5th..of February, and toQk 
up a p^sitioi^ in front of the town, betweea^febe 
<Aube'f«Jid the Seioa Generals von Wttigenstdai 
«uid Tou Wrede briskly attacked the enemy in 
theip siring pQsiti(Wron the Sd of .March,, took the 
vviliageft in ^hdrceatre by assault^ SJ^ duove .tbe 
.ffemh ipgfieiLt idiwder into Tr^es. A aumber 
pf pannoniand pffisoxiiers fell into the hands o£tfae 
^l}MLt'C!on£sderatesr Troyes was aisaUed and 
parried on tH(»4th^ for the second. tkmi.,ai9Ml tiofe 
fGeneralfinrcbief, ^Prince Schwart^ejobei^^i (fixed 
Jfiis bead-quartef^ in the place an fthe/6th 4jf 
/||farcb« ■>"- - t '. " • M.. 

^ , A column was pushed forwards^ in pursuit of 
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tlt€v enemy/ vrho)'Tetriated on the roocttdiNogentL 
Maaiswlitlel»he:iBriQce:)Cif Scbwlrtsenberg took up 
stroi\g groiindK with ihis army ki the idircict&en.^of 

b !Elm Prince of ' Wiirtecnberg wa^ on -the StJt 
jlgain in occupation of MontereaU) that had once 
CGfit l)im mioh^' a number ofitbrafv.ejmen^ ^ ^^ <. ,1 
. TheiHettman Blatoxvy at I;he>liea4 of a» verj 
Uniaerau^ bodyof fCossacicdi soouredi^bej countrjr 
sft-all difeoti^8'i2K3tw:een.the Sehse abd^theJl^ani^ 
Jcept up the most advantageoususeiieffy of inteBI- 
^ence oootfcetnin^ the><}iffeKenttfocpsjof the &ovtr 
ledemtes, .ami harassed the enemy at allpbiute^ 
^priving him of his conveys of provisions, .and 
is<rfatingrb»m even in< the irfidstiof his oiira pr<>» 
vttices. -• -' •• • ^j •• .'-' » -• .!■ • • • 

-Napoleon vms no^reduced to^Iay ajdesperate 
j^nae^ .After the unfortunate battle at*Iiaan,'he 
threw himself, as if in despair, on the awifeiiemte 
army; now standing on the Aiibe> only leaving a 
moderate corps, to observe- tlie Mame. *He £bu«d 
ius opptment drawn up ready tobreoeifVB} bkn^ibe^ 
twe^i: Pkncis and Arcis, bis foncefticonseiitvated, 
ofdroQ, strong ground. He crossed the Aube oa 
the S^tboF. March, and, in the aftamoonf' passed 
^roughA ^Arcis, at. the heacl of 40|000 men;: here 
hn waoi. instantly attacked by the Prince von 
Sohwartzenfaerg, who repulsed him ^ith heavy losS| 
taking irom him 1 1 guns, and 400 men of -his inD* 
perial guard. The Congress at ChatiUon was dis<> 
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0oli»i/tfar^ni6 day/ The Pitbicepf^Schwri^ 
ber]^^ itot'Sdti^fied ^with td>e)partikl''ald9attt8]gmk](f 
the'^^th^ eoat'miied4iTs attack on^tioe* Si st^ znd 
droviB him through the town of Arcis- To covet 
Iftis iBtreaty Napoleoiifoecup{ed l^fae^plac^ .with a 
Jarge^body^of troops till 'thfe morniiQg^o^ thertS^i^ 
"when, havin^i oosne du t< >o£ tke- defile f w bioh had 
served lo protect ^ hiiir the^ dsey befcrDe^J her; Was 
briskly attackedfim'^the'^UHii by a diyislon of>Bu9* 
is»n Ifuards^defeaited/abdrbiidiiweDtyrdiisfe pieoM 
of »tillery''tifcen-fiw»rhim/i.L .<^^. ,- , «. '^•m 
NapuDle^xn ^ found rj hnnaidSi > nepulsed^ ^md\ 6tive$f, 
hvtck) by the Prinoe of SclwaictKenbetg j fafttt st$U 
cybstinatelybentton^eKeouttnghis platiky' ofrkeepiag 
ikhi9army^iid^atofrBliibohfir sq>arated,h9Jei3i|tsd 
to think no sacrifice, no hazard tx)0 great, to^.dbf 
tfumalns « ponpose : >and he n^w. hastened 'i to- 
'usards^f.thef llp^ec Matrae^ tQ talce £rm footing c^t 

:liie^«lise<^ K.-^ fro' -\'. .-W i( , '^- ,.ii •i'-.-!> 

i^ Prince SbhwairtsMftibel^, j however, wair not tp 
^idActHed 'hfyi' tlii9<nian«&ttv<ring i^staprch df Mapo>- 
itfin^hat paroeeeded'tohdetoch a corpse tor&tmigt^caa 
jQ]!0f;€tnhiiiui>ieatfons oftii the Saotoe aiit^ Bhone|:^tOh 
<iraBds«the:soDttb/ ^Another corps, wtder^Wattgoif' 
^toemy^ of aboist '^0,000 nlen^ mo«lrly can^lity^ iah 
jiHifedr>Napo4ttOn/ ste|> by step^-ta,^phter^chifti, 
and, 'With) the nidn >bi^y^ the* Gk^^ 
cfaie&marl^hdd/stmight aoioasr the Cfiiwti^^toii^ni^ 
the iISIame> to Join Bliicher, who was ^dv^nciii^ 

^. ■ * - "S 
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frDto^thatJr?Vei*, and^ by thfe daring !ffcftftu**^,?li 
cut off ^l^ap^oti at bwee ftom Pa^il'' •• ^^^ » . 
During these opterations, Pieid^fnarihaliBr&chlefi 
idPter his army had enjoyed that reposft sa tiiaffly 
fiedfessai^, cottimenced atJtmg agftiii bn'^e oiRlAii 

The<Wrps of Oettetafe von Ydik^ftd Vdta HS^ii 
is^fere directed to a(Jt^n(?6 updft'FiAih^. General 
Wmzitigferode ofectipietf llhfeSteS.^ Oeneral Voii 
Sacken's corps tiiarfch^d tbwi^cte Vally, and tftiarl 
of General von Biilow in^frorit of ^Soissons. • -Thtt 
main body of JWucherV army l^asfced tl»6'i^lrad 
bn the 19th of Mirch, at Beity-atf-®ic and Pon^ 
aVaire. "^ . ' •*•-:•• ^ - ' •. 

On the 22d, the corps of VOn Ybrk aild Vdtt 
Kleist pursued thenr route uf^on Cha!!eati Thierry* 

TThe corps of Langeron, Sackett; awl Wihafege* 
rode concentrated themdelfes at RhfeiAis dtfHli|f 
theSSd; and, General von Btilow kept- Sditeoti» 
blockaded. ' ^Jo? / 

The grani^: confederate army stood i:i^t^^^ittf 
en the S4th, at the moment ilb^t'^iAli^i^iififtM 
Kiicher had arrived with his armyiil^ChaMfii att4 
Rheims: ''-" "»'*'-• 

The two alired armies no\#^ formed a cotopleil* 
junction in the very rear of Napolcotfs poisition^ 
a'COTtibination, to frustrate which^ Nap6Iebii had 
iii taita exerted all his talents and all his phyilicjA 
eiideavoursp His grknd imanteuvW actfordirrgly 
Droved abortive, and was for him only the foterun- 
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mtr xfi gre^v 4i3)^ter$) whiter, ^(e wa$ -pFi^E^q^ 
fresh triumphs ipr the. galfaflit gppfe^^^tes.tt . w.- 
. It ,if)E|s mw *deterixiiae4 r\h^ tk^cP^p'r^Kf'4^^ 
«b4'tiU4 m9ke.a,cambiii6d forced maf(4)r,upop.<Pari% 
p,vp .up all commuiuf^atioii -. .with rtlae {ihia^^^^^ 
hy this energetic but judicious measure, prod^f:^ 

The march of Prii^c;?* S^c;hwafrtzei^bfii:g^,^finy,a% 
Vitry coBtrJbuted'>tq inpastk .ti^iij^teat^9tiis.4[)f Al)0 
AUie^i of tia^jng^te th? light ahoat.oB^ proceeds 
mg to Paris, ,.:whei;i joined. by Bliicher. 

General Wi ttgeu;ste}»'s. cavalry ; kept .lite, f e^ o(f 
Napoleon's army, upon ^he.al^rt^ and .served tf) 
prevent the corps of Marshals Marmont and.JJ^o;^ 
^er from joiningrbim- . . c ; 

In the rinterimi Napoleon, after the. a^air i^ 
Arcis, had retired on Vitry. Fearful of fighting 
» pitclied battle with Schwartzenberg, who seem? 
ed too -much prepared for him at all points, Nar 
poleon hoped, by this sudden flank march on Yitry^ 
%o cau^> .the>. Confederates some apprehensions 
ecm<)^niing.theirc communications in the re^r,. ani^ 
*fa}r tbek; dispositions, in consequence^. tQ/kei^ 
them open, enable him to draw them still fartbor 
fjpom Paris* ; On the 22d, his owa head^qH^rtecs 
were at.Qbcomte, between Vitry and Sit^i)i2ier, 
spreading his army in the direction of JpJnyiU& 
Ligny, B^-lerDuc, Ch^tunont, and^JLangi^; in 
; which position he remained till th^ $lit;h ^f 
March, 
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According to all the rules of military tacticalir 
* after the grand union of the two armies, no other 
measure was to be expected than the giving Na- 
poleon battle : it was, indeed, what he had pre*- 
pared himself for, during the last two or three 
jdays; but instead of this, the confederate forces 
no sooner came in contact, and shook hands upon 
their happy meetings than they instantly began 
their steady, daring march upon Paris^ 

The. corps of Ma'rmont^ Mortier, and Arrighi, 
liad followed the army of Field-mar§hal Biiicher, 
Wfth the intention of keeping him on the Aisne ; 
.and when* Napoleon made his retrograde [uiovd;- 
ment on Arcis, they were on march between Vi- 
try and La'F^re Champenoise, to join hinu .' Mar- 
tnont pushed forward a fcorpjs, in the night of the 
S4th of March, upon Yitry, without knowing thAt 
it was still occupied by thfe Confederates, having 
supposed, that they had fcJllowed the movement 
of Napoleon. v 

The Prince of Wiirt^mberg and General Ra- 
jewsky, with their several corps, the Russian re- 
serve cavalry of the guard, and a part of Bliicher*s 
catalry, fell in with MarmonVs corps, charged 
and broke it, the ren;iains retreating to La /Fert^ 
Gaucher, on the road to Paris. ,vA very large and 
complete artillery-park fell,' on this; QtcaaiQn,intp 
tlie hands of the Allies. The two divisions \of 
Pactod and Amey were surrounded, and^ after .a 
warm affair, the whole of them were taken pii- 
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Wners near La ttre Cliampenoisd. The Emperor 
Al^^xander an^ the It^ihg of Prussia happened to 
he piresent at this engagement. 
' There is not, perhaps, in the history of modern 
campaigns, a straf ocratic manoeuvre upon a grander 
scale to be found,' tlian thai: which the Confe- 
^deVa'teS had now put in practice, Iby interposing 
themsetves between Buonaparte and Paris. The 
Iboldness of this memoriible operation of the Al- 
lies, evidently unnerved Napoleon's whole system, 
^overturned theWsisof hisplans, and placed him 
in th6 State of a mariner endeavouring to steer 
JiJs vessel wit houit a comJ)ass» He faced about, it 
is trtie, making a feint of marching, by the Way 
df^Bar-^ur-Aubcj direct to Paris; but, as if stunned 
and eonfoundPed, instead of proceeding on the line 
of this Marrie, 't:o throw himself oh the rear of the 
AllieV ^dio offer battle, whatever it toight cost 
Wmi lie made* ai frank marcli from the' Marne to 
the Aube, and from thence behind the l^eiiie, and 
li^ this 'short-sighted and' Bewildered measure 
liisl^tfed iii ^Superlative degree Ills oWn downfall 
iand dfeytfudtibn.' ' ' 

" yifeld-marsliarvoh" filucher, at the head 6f 
Hs Sile^ad army, entered EtQges on the 23th of 
^ardb, and pressed forwards by the way of Mont* 
mirair towards Meaux. ' ..;•** 

; Marshals Marmoht and Mbrtier" drew b^bk to 
Sezanne. Generals York arid Kleist, having ar- 
rived the same day at Montmlrail, detached a bydy 
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of their cavalry on the road to Sezanne, and 
broke up by break of day on the 26th, to cut off 
the en^my in the direction of La Fert6 Gaucher* 
They found La Fert6 occupied, sOon dislodged 
the enemy, and established themselves in the place* 
The French fled towards Coulomiers, closely pur-_ 
i&ued by the Prussian cavalry and a brigade of infan- 
try ; they were overtaken near that town, charged, 
and dispersed ; and SOO prisoners, together with 
a number of tumbrils, were taken from them. 
The Silesian army reached Meaux on the 27th, 
in the most perfect order and regularity. In the 
afternoon the rest of Marmont^s and Mortier's 
corps appeared on their march from Sezanne to 
Coulomiers. The powerful and well-directed ar- 
tillery of York*s and Kleist's corps, which, opened 
their fire upon the French columns, as they march- 
ed in advance down the road, forced them to file 
oflF from the high-way, and to throw themselves 
into the bye-roads towards the Seine, * If the allied 
cavalry had happened to have been on the spot^ 
the remainder of these two French corps would 
have fallen into their hands, or have been cut in 
pieces. ' . 

Between La FertiS Jouarre and Meaux, an attempt 
was made by a body of 10,000 national guards 
to impede the march of Blucher's army. They 
put on a good countenance, and seemed determined 
to dispute the further advance of the Allies; but the 
brave General von Horn being detached to charge 
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them at the head of his brigade of cavahy, exe- 
tcuted his orders with such celerity, courage, and 
firmness, that one of their masses of. infantry 
was entirely broken up and cut in pieces, the rest 
j)ut to the riftit, and the French general who com- 
tnanded them taken prisoner by General von Horn 
himself; 

The cotps of Marmont and Mortier, being noMT 
completely deranged, retired at all points, oii 
the 28th of March. When making good their re- 
treat through Meaux, they blew up an immense 
toagazitlc of gunpowder, without any previous 
notice to the inhabitants, and then pursued their re- 
irogpade ttiarch to Claye- The corps of York and 
feleist came up with the enemy at this latter place, 
and after a desperate conflict, which lasted till 
iate at night, they succeeded in dislodging the 
French, and occupied Ville-parisis and Montsaigle. 

During these operations, the Silesian army de- 
filed over the bridges of the Marne, near Triport, 
which had been re-established, notwithstanding 
the enemy's cannonade. 

It was on the 29th of March that the grand 
confederate army began likewise to defile over the 
bridges near Triport and Meaux. The preconcert- 
ed' udion bf Schwartzenberg's and Bliicher^s army 
^ds liow ftilly accomplished, in order of battle, 
Thti (iiiiifedferate af my pursued the high 'road t6 
Paris; Mobile the Silesiaii army filed off on the road 
. ftodi Mery to that capit3^^. ^ 
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Marslials Marmont and Mortier had advatlce^^ 
by forced marcb^Si with the shattered remama o£ 
their corps, by the way of Melun towards Paris| 
and had taken position in front. of the wood neas 
Xandy; they were attacked by the advanced^ 
guard, and driven back upon Pantin* The grand 
head^quarters were at Bondy on the Sdth ; in the 
mean time Bliicher pushed forwards two principal 
corps to the right, in the direction of Mory,, 
Drancy, and St. Denys, to reach Montmartre. 

The French had taken position in front of 
the heights of Montmartre, under cover of some 
hasty intrenchments they had thrown up, and 
lined virith 150 pieces of artillery; their line ^x« 
tended to the villages of Pantin, Romainville, and 
Belleville. The enemy's force consisted of about 
8000 regular troops, and 30,000 national guards* 
The canal, and the nature of the ground altoget 
ther, rendered his position a strong one, parti* 
culariy as the allied cavalry had no extent of ter^ 
rain to make a charge. In the interii^, Napoleon 
had issued orders to defend the capital to the hs^ 
extremity, being himself, as he announced, on his 
march to relieve it. ^ 

Field-marshal Bliicher's conduct, under the dif* 
ficult circumstances in which he undertook this 
memorable march on Paris, may be accounted a 
master-piece of discretion and firmness* l^be bold 
measures of the Field-marshal, th^ spkpdid^feitr 
be performed^ his weli-;chosen commanding posi« 



Digitized 



by Google 



9ISLD-MAR8HAL PBINC£ BLUCRSB. 3^3 

tionS; his energy of action, and the efHpiency of 
his dispositioQS <fn the field of battle, all alike 
point him out as a military hero, pot only worthy 
of the wonder and admirsf'tion of the aee in which 
ije lives, but of future generations, 

Preparations for a general attack on the enemy's 
position at Montmartre were vigorously carried on^ 
during the 30th of March, It was thfi pl^n of 
the Allies, that the. grand confederate army, under 
the Prince of Schwartzenberg, should assfiult th^ 
heights of Romainville and Belleville, while the, 
Silesian arm^ was ordered to carry thpse of Montf 
martre. 

Marshal BlUcher made the following arrange-t 
ments with the several corps of which his army 
was composed. General Count Langeron's corps 
formed his right wing, and those of von York and 
Kleist his left. The corps und^r the command of 
General Winzingerode remained in reserve, and 
that under General von Sacken was still in posi- 
tion near Meaux. General von BUlow covered 
Soissons. Our veteran General directed Count 
Langeron to take Audervilliers, to blockade St. 
Denys, if it would not submit, ^nd to advance 
with his main body towards Clichyi for the pur- 
pose of attacking Montmartre from this side. Ge- 
nerals von York and Kleist were ordered to as- 
sault Montmartre from the routes of La Villette 
|tnd La Chapelle. 

> 'Pie confederate grand army begiaii their attacl^ 

>»3 
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Upon the enemy's lines at Pantiu, at five o'clock^ 

A- M, ; that of the SUesian anny did not qonx- 

nience till near eleven, a. m. at which time Ro-: 

mainville and Pantin liad been already carried bj^ 

the allied army. The enemy still occupied Ferme 

le Rouyroy >yith infantry, supported by a battery 

of eighteen pieces of cannon, very advautageouslj 

planted. The advanced-guard, under Majoir-genCT 

ral Katzeler, carried the place itself, but could not 

debouch out of it, until the enemy's battery yrdu 

first silenced. The artillery necessary for thisi 

operation did not arrive oix the ground till near 

three o'clockj^ p, m. along with Winzingerode'^ 

corp^, whose operation^ \vere favoured by the corps 

pf York and Kleist filing off to attack in conjunc.- 

tion with Count Lahgeron. The reserve of grena^ 

diers, and a brigade pf guards appertainiug; to. the 

grand army, and supported by si^ battalionsj 

under Prince, William of Prussia, had JMSt mad^ 

^n attack from Pantin towards Paris, forc^pg thp 

ei>emy's battery near Villette to draw bacH its( 

right wing, as the reserves and the artillery of 

yon York's and Kleist's corps came info actioij^ 

and thereby enfiladed the whole of tbp French 

battery. The enemy retreated instantly, into Vil-? 

Jette ; but again face^ about, andj although |iarjl 

presse(|, endeavoured to charge with a jarge body 

of cavalry, supported by infantry and artillery. It 

happened that the cavalry of York's and Kleist'isi 

porp? had begun to form at Ferme le Rouyrovj 
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and two regiments of Prussian hussars boldly met 
the ehemy^s charge, repulsed thqm with heavy 
loss, threw themselves upon their infantry, and 
put the whole to rout, taking their guns sword 
in hand. 

Four battalions belonging to General Woront 
Ijow's corps, taking advantage of the favourable 
moment, stormed La Villette at the same time, 
^nd the enemy fled in the greatest confusion, 
leaving their artillery and materiel in the hands of 
the victors: they were briskly pursued to the very 
l>arriers of Paris. On the road from Pantin, the 
guards had likewise penetrated to the barriers^ 
from that side. The whole of the enemy's posi- 
tions were, in this manner, either turned or 
stormed, about half past three o'clock, f. m. wheq 
the firing ceased on both sides, 

Flags of truce now appeared, to entreat a sus-? 
pension of ho3tilities, asi the city of Paris would 
submit. They were conducted to the august So- 
vereigns, who had arrived near the barriers, and 
an armistice was granted for four hours, to afford 
lime for th^ French forces to defile into Paris. 

Imagination can scarcely form an idea of two 
Situations Riore opposite to ^ch other, than that 
pf one a^-my, Hushed with a series of continued 
Victories, and another, depressed with the morti- 
fying reflection of vinvaried discomfiture. The 
p^a rushes on with the cheerful confidence of cey- 
' BB 4 
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tain coxiquest; th^ other proceeds with a rehictao^ 
diffidence, resulting from a huiniliating retrospoo-, 
tion of experienced defeats. 

During theae events, the: corpse of Q^erat 
I^ngerot had continued its njoyement, those, of 
York and Kkist kept up a brisk cannonade, and 
advanced upon; Montinartre^ The village of La 
Chapellewas already^c^rried, and the assault upon 
Montmartre upon the point of being attempted, a« 
the int^Uigencje of th,e armistice reached them. 
But Count langeron being at a greater distance^ 
his infantry had already stormed the heights of 
Montmartre, :on that si^e^and taken twenty pieces 
of cannon, before the report arrived. 

PrioceSchwartzenbergand the veteran Marsha^ 
Blticher w^r^ now at the head of their respective 
annies,^ in positions^ from which they could cannon*- 
ade at their pleasure the city of Paris. The whole 
of the barriers were delivered up to the Confede- 
rates in the course of . the evening, and on the 
following morning, the 3 1st of March, the ca- 
pital of the French empire was in the hands and 
at tbe mercy of the confederate Monarchs. At 
seven o'clock m the xnorning, the whole of the 
French regular troops, under Marshal Marmont^ 
evacuated Paris, in virtue of a convention entered 
into for that purpose. 

The glorious trophies of the 51st of March 
consisted of 70 pieces of artillery, 3 standards^ anc^ 
5pp prisoners. 
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Scarcely were the issue of the bs^ttle at Ls^ F^if 
f^bampenoi^e and it^ ponsecjuences Icnown to N^- 
poleon^ when, on the S7th of March, after jpushin^ 
aside the two corps of Winzingerode and Czerpi* 
schefF, he hastened from Bar-sur-Aube to Trpyei^ 
aiidy on obeierving th^t Paris was Ios|t to ^im, h^ 
proceeded in the direction of Sens to Fontai]> 
bleau ; where, on the 4th of April, be issued hiii 
last order of tlie da^. Thus ended %hp plans he 
had formed for the welf^e of Europe, t\i^ 9.Vil>jecr 
|:ion of Russia, and to remain master of both Ger^ 
inany and Italy. But it must not be forgotten^ 
that Providence achieved the work, which it took 
entirely upon itself, that its hand might be vislbte 
to alK Tl^e German nation has iu. particulai^to 
hail the hour of its deliverance, with unceasing 
sentiments of pious gratitqde. It has recalled 
.it from a state of bondage to the bright certainly 
pf future honour and happiness, and prevented the 
f^iffusion of those principles which directly tend- 
ed, to destroy all property, subvert the )aws and 
religipn of a country, and to introduce the wild 
^a|id cufiian systeni of rapine, falsehood, espioo* 
age*, base tyranny, and impiety. 



f The foUowiDg anecdote, which we hare from an anthenlie 
eource^ is here introduced^ that our readers may form aonie 
faint conception of the extent to which espionage was carried 
'^der die reign of Napoleon. . ' 
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Jheir Majesties the Emperor Alexander and 
the King of Prussia put themselves at the head 
of their victoripus guards, and made theit glorious 



It hi^iened ihat Fouch^ f and th^ frince of $enevei^o^ and 
that U>o in the presence of NapoleojQ, fell into a dispute con- 
^enung a transaction, of which each of them could have acr 
quired a knowledge only by theiF several spies. They gr«w warm 
|ippn the futniect; Foach$ m^tained tfa^ biq iqtelligfhce of 
|he affiur was alone authentic, addiqg : 

<* I am so well served hy my spies, that I can tell yo.u, Prince^ 
the name of every person that has entered your house, and 
irhom you have seen, both to-day and yesterday, where yoi| 
iaw them, and how long you stayed with them/* 

** J£f*' !:^B^G<^ Ta^eyrand, *^ these be ^y merit u» ^i^ch kinA 
cf espionagCi I yalue myself upon being yqur siq^rifw in th^f 



«!• Wofacki -WM fofmerly a professor at Nantes, an^ wa^ a qiaster at tbe excels 
lent iDsUtuttoa of Uie Oratorion, so u^al to edif catiop. At ^e time Mi|poIe<)ii 
BopBapaite returned fyov^ Egypt wo find Fpuch^ minift^r of, the police, nndef 
tbe Directo^f. He took an actire part in the revolutioq of Bromaire^ aa4 
fietnyed the ZKrectory. ^lewas dismissed in 1802, but having been the priii* 
cipfl iiist^^ator of G^oi^g^es's conspiracy, bo osg^ mpro' came into (aTonf, aa4 
returned to the ipinistry. It was Fouch^ who urged and goaded Buoni^arte oi^ 
to the murder of the Duke d'Enghien, th&t Buonaparte might also stain hit 
binds with the Mood of ^ B<N2fb<)ns, a^ 4)imi«If bad Mready done, in Toliiii^ 
for the death of Louis the Sixteenths In the. year 1810, ^e sent a oonfido&tiat 
person, Mr. Ourrand, to London, for some private purposes. Oi^vrand return^ 
ta TntKM, waa ibvown into the prison at Vincennes, ^and Fonchi^'was a^^ain iii\ 
imgnet. Being appointed goiefnor of Bome^ bf Niij^ofeon^ be vecelTody qn 
the road to that city, an order from his master to retiice^ to Aix, ii^ 
PtoTence, as into a kind of ez]l«» f(>r haTiug ateadily refused to deliyfr up to> 
^lim the whole o»f his secret correspondence as minister of the police. When 
Niypoleoii waa unfortiiiiatf^ he was recalled ; but Camb^b^s, who is his swon^ 
cpfmy, and Savary, who war afrai^ of losing his pla^, baying caused fresh suspi-. 
cions of bis fidelity to arise, be was sept into Italy with an bonouxable missiop* 
but which WM nothing less than another exile. Uh rpturae^. tp Si^ wh«i^ 
Napoleon Bupnaparte abdicftted the throne for the first tiin^e* 
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triumphal entry into Paris, between ten and eleven 
p'clpck, A, M. of the 31st of March^ It was one 
pf those grand spectacles that Qccur but seldom 
during the course of many centuries. They were 
escorted and surrounded by all their distipguished 
generals, ^nd endless file^ pf heroes formed th^ir 
i:rain. Tbe gating n;iultitude s^aluted them a^ they 
passed with reiterated, apcUmat J pn^ of 

** Vive rSmpereur jilemndreT 

** Five k Roi de Prtf^sser 

^' rtve Louis XFIII.r 

^^ 4 bos Napoleon! La pair! LapalvP 

The allied Monarplxs proc?edpd thrpugh tl^p 
i|uburb St. Martjn, across the Boqlevardg to thp 
Place of Loui^ the Fifteenth, and from thence tp 
the Champs Elis6es, wherp their resjppciixe tr0Qj](;i 
defiled in thp most perfect order before them. 
• St. Deny s < capitulated on thp 31st pf Marc^ 
All thp military trophies which had been pr^- 
yiously taken from the Allies, were found in Paris, 
pr in the. Ppme.des Invalides^ from which latter 

«,. ' • ' I :- 

poifat ; for I not w\y know what has passed in your housei biit 
j/halt ijsi fx( take plac^ to-morrow.. I know evc^cj. f)is|i yon hate 
bad upon ypur table for this week past, and what has been 
9r4ered for the ensuing : even your t§te-a-tetes are not — p— '' 

Here Napoleon's patience seemed to be exhausted, for he 
interrupted all further reply, in Ivs usual abrupt manner: 

^* Hold your tongues, both of you ! You are a couple ef 
;foli9$ons \ h^i I alone can determine whiph is tbe gre^tfsir 
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place they were t^k^n away by detachments of 
Bujssiian and Prussian guards, on the 1st of Aprir<f 

Napoleon had^ in the m^an time, halted at 
rontainbleavi. His Marshals and Princes ict 
inounped their obedience to him, and appeared iii 
Paris, tp await their fate fronl the decisions of the 
august allied Monarchs. Upon this important 
occasion it was seen, that the Marshal^, who had 
hitherto acted as an united and formidable body, 
for the meretricious glory ai^d Hnjust aggrandize- 
ment of France, not only took part w^th the' Con- 
federates, but almost immediately accepted posts 
under Louis the Eighteenth. Many were pleaded 
to observe, " that the matter in Usue w^, in fac^ 
whether a good, just, and liberal constitution w^ 
or was not to be maintained in France; whether 
tlie wild ideas of universal conquest, and of thec^ 
jy, were to overwhelm th? wholesome maxims pf 
established practice and well-founded experience; 
and whether those laws, uijder which Europe had 
flourished for such a series of years, were to be 
tondered nuH and subverted by a tyrant, unsanc^ 
tioned by the people, at die head of a hated stra^ 
tocfacy/ and the dread and abhorrence of height, 
bouring: nations.^ 

As Frenchmen^ nearly and deeply interested m 

the real \^elfare of France, the Marshals seeme^ 

' to hasten to convince the world, that the happi* 

ness of the French people was their sole objec^i, 

They were eager to announce,, that ^hey hel4 



Digitized 



by Google 



the prlneiples and the system of their former 
liultan as treasons towards France, and incompa'* 
tible with the peace of Europe. On this great^ 
this solid basis, the august Allies listened to their 
arguments of secession, and believed and trusted 
their promises and protestations. It was a critical 
period. To have done less, would have cast^an 
^diiim on the noble and generous conduct of the. 
Allies ; and to have done more, would have implied 
a want of wisdom and sound policy. 

The Silesian army combated for the freedom 
ind independence of Germany, during a campaign 
of seven months and a half, in which it fought 
six pitched battles, three single-handed, and three 
in conjunction with the grand allied army; was 
concerned in eight bloody engagements and num-* 
berless skirmishes, took ^8,000 prisoners fro^ the 
enemy, and could reckon amongst its gloriousji 
unexampled, and immortal trophies, 4S1 pieces of 
cannon, with a proportionate number of tumbri^ 
&c« &c. 

It was composed of the best strength of the 
Prussian natioi^ ; and the veteran Bliicher kd into 
the field a host of heroes, worthy of the gieat 
Frederick, the names of their fathers, andheirapC 
their glory. Nor was this, faithful pcpple . liess 
backward in making voluntary sacnjSces at the 
shrine of loyalty ; the mother ofiered her. son an4 
her jewels ; the &ither his horse, his swgrd|- aii4* 
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wealth; the youtlv his life; and thk infirm thfeli" 
blessings ! 

Fidd-mat-fehal Prihcd Bluchefj as forming part 
of the suite of his august Monarch, arrived at 
t)over on the 6th of June 1814, on his way to 
London, <vhich hfe reached ithe day following; 

llis Royal Highness the l^rince Regent ho-^ 
iioiired our Veteran with a valuable mark of hiiJ 
esteem, by presenting him, in public^ ivith hi* 
miniature, set in diamonds, to be woth round his 
neck, suspfeAded by a blue riband. 

During his popular and interesting stay in Eng- 
land, which filled the whole country with con ver-' 
sation^ and attracted the curiosity of the publid^ 
in a manner that was seldom or never Witnessed, 
all ranks were eager to show their admiration of 
Butcher's hetoic deeds, to signify their pleasure at 
the sight of the gallant veteran, and to express 
their satisfaction at being honoured with the visit 
6f so famed a Genei*ah - 

He may be considered as one of the brightest 
members of that profession which has humbled 
the- vain-glory of a feverish enthusiastic people, 
ittd taught ^thie dotrbting \^^orld, that deeds iil 
iiifMii aided by honour and justice, mfercy and 
ioyalty, will and must ivtotually be crowned with 
success, when taking up the gauntlet of defiancei 
thrown down by the hand of imperious tyrainny 
tad base perfidy. 
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CHAPTEK XtV. / 

The allied MoHarchs mPam-^The King qf.Prui'^ 
sia returns to his Daminkm-^MarSh^l Prince 
Bluchtr arrives at Magdeburgh^^The Congress 

. at Vienna. 

The 31st of March 1814 was a proud day for the 
allied Monarchs, as it exhibited a gallant army oi 
£iithful confederates defiling in splendid triumph 
through the gates of Paris : a triumph which hail 
not only gi wn an additional lustre t6 the pa- 
triotista and loyally of theif brave subjects> but 
conferred an everlasting honour on the couiitries 
over which they preside. 

The banners of Prussia, Russia^ tmd Austria^ 
attended by victory, waved in the haughty dty of 
Paris ; tvhich, for nearly four centuries, had not 
seen a foreign enemy before its walls. 

Dire revenge might now be taken for the bur&- 
ing 6f Moscow; heavy contributions imposed 
for tto pillage of Vienna and Berlin; and Paris 
8tlfippett'6f those choice works of art and science, 
which had been her boast and ornaments. 

But the generous conquerors, full of noble sen^ 
timeDts, here displayed those virtues and traits 
which always distinguish their characterii, iwver, 
in aiiy relationis, to be perverted by the foul. 
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example^/ the chief of^ system that aime^ ki 
the oVerthroMr of all mdral principle* 

It may be isaid that Napoleon's greattiess was at 
its zenith in MascaWj^ and that .the goal of all 
his glory was at l^arii. I'be inan^ who foi^ so 
laany years together had brought down upon thet 
world unutterable miseries, was banished the con- 
tment ** Legitimate governments were restoreci^ 

^ ^ Tjte life o^ Napolebn Biionapartehas dispiayed a varie^ 
i»f extraordinaiy incidents; His careef of empire haa been 
ii^ort» biit it is hevlerilieiess wopcterfut apd istohishingi 

tt b^ biit ihe btber iay^ iku this singular man was only a 
lieutenant in a company of artillery, and, after overtiuiiingf 
thrones, and founduig a stratocratic empire, upon bases formed 
Qf perfidy and impietyi w^ have Uyed to witness him an eiuia 
from the continent of Europe. Under the influence of his 
^zling system, the French nation have displayed a gigantic 
atrength, and made congests that baffled all calculation* But . 
the hostilities of Europe took a rery diferent form to those of 
ancient times ; th^ did not, as then, aim at the possession of 
some trifling slip of territory, or the obtaining of some petty 
right or privilege ; but were openly avowed by Napoleta Buo* 
naparte, aa the main springs of action, to obtain universal domi« 
nion, and, upon the ruins of his conquests, to erect anf empire 
governed by laws that held revealed religion and socia} otdet 
in utter scorn and contempt, and that merged all power, all 
bfluence over the human mind» into that of the sword alone. , 

On closely examining results, we are not much inclined to 
admit that Napoleon Buonaparte 'showed, upon all ocfcasfon^ 
In the various turns of fortune he has experimieed^ and tiie 
icritteal rdations between himself and the belligerent powers fiC 
Eurqpe, those stupendous taleilts which have so long affinrded 
n theme for wonder and for praise. He attempted tofort^ the 
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Ihe thrones df ancieiit dynasties secured from per- 
fidious attacks, and the suiF^ring world tranquil- 
lized with the consoling prospect of a durable 
and general peade; 

The confederate! Sovereign^, iii testimony of 
their very honoiirible mof ives/**during a period of 
warfai-e which had acquired* ib energy utikhown 
in modern titnes, Yiatufally cbhteinplafted the giv- 
ing peaiee to- the world, and to France, not by 
liumiliating the nation itself, and jna^igg it suffer 
for the bloody deeds of the odbus t^caAt, but by 
hurling him for fever from his usurpediseat on the 
thron€J6f thfe Bourfodns. These generofts. intentions 
Were universally known and acknowledged in 
France, and particularly in Paris,- whose inhabit- 
ants greeted the iUustriouA personages with fevery 
tnark of enthusiastii aiid gratitude. '^Alexander 
the deliverer T'"—^" Frederick the harbinger of 
peace!'* was shouted from kit sides. 
— ■ " ' . ' ' ■--■-- -- — '- 

ftu^estioDS Of treason aod soiUid policy to behd U> his own ima* 
ginary.iiifallible «irilk An utir«lentiiig stubborimess marks the 
coarse, of all bis actiom, whioh led bilii'to comoiit the most 
absurd errcur^* • He is. a fellow of no prjiiciplet and the whole 
of his xonduct Aqd, j^reev exhibits a most flagrant and iinis- 
iroos aspect*. Can a nian make it prdpei* use of his talentid 
irithoat moral principles to curb the ebullitions of his passions^ 
mbga Ending to crime ? Jqipossible j The smiley of fort^une se* 
duce hi|n, his . passions, gain, the ascendancy, andap^ ^man 
proves th^ most -accnrsed scoui)ge to humaiutyy irhtn poorer to 
ifS evU. is thrdwn ,i»to the scaler of unusual and. splendid 
Abilities^ ^ - 

G € 



Digitized 



by Google 



:066 , CAlilPAlGKS M ^ 

The taking of Paris gave peace to Europe* i 
Napoleon Buonaparte signed^ on the Uth of' 
April 1814, in the most formal manner, an act of 
abdication ; adding, that, '^ there was no sacrifice 
which he was not ready to make, even that of his 
life, for the welfart of France :" and he arrived at 
the island of Elba on the 4th of May, 
. Thi9 singular personage thus clos^ed a career 
3«^?iich^ since 1^97, had excited the wojider and as^ 
tonishment of the world, filled every one with fear 
and doubt, and been the causetbat millions of th^ 
bravest warriors of Europi^ were sacrificed^ and 
the treasures of France squandered m Spain and 
Russia. He had overturned several thrones^ and 
erected others; but, by the downfall of his own 
usurped dominion, an end was put to the ephe* 
xneral existence of those to which he alone had 
given stability* There wbm a time^ when, in 
every comer of Europe, the words that dropped 
from his mouth were lield of importance, and 
esteemed as oracles; aqd now he owed his life 
to tlie consideration of one of his Marshak, and 
the noble generosity of those \vbose thrones he 
Jjad once shaken' to their very foundations. In- 
stead, like a man of sound wisdom, of fixing the 
happiness of France upon the firmest basis^ when 
he had destroyed the hydra of anarchy, he iai- 
posed upon her the more intolerable chains of ty- 
rwny and despotism. This man was, in a man- 
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tae^ worshipped till the yeat* 1813 ; ]bu4^ from this 
period, he became the scorn and abhorrence of. 
the world. The charm of his infallibility had 
been broken; and the triumph of revealed religion 
over gloomy atheism, moral rectitude over the iron 
hand of power, and virtue over vice, was com<* 
plete. The utter worthlessness of all Napoleon's^ 
satellites, the' monstrous progeny of the revolu- 
tion, was now open to the comprehension of every 
individual in every station. Napoleon Buonaparte 
^id not realize the summit of his ambition. His 
iportiflcation was, however, commensurate with 
liis former hopesj when he found himself exiled t9{ 
^e island of Elba. 

In military affairs Napoleon had , no doubt enr 
joyed a spring-tide of fame, and first appeared oa 
the theatraof war replete with fair promise of fu- 
ture greatness. Various cftuses aided Jiis ftt^ 
tainment of glory; but let it be remembered^ 
that none could ever make him the tyrant he 
was: the qualities of that monster amotigst ci* 
vilized nations were inherent itx the tnan, and 
they gradually expanded themselves as he rose in 
power and authority. No one can deny that^ 
Buonaparte possesses a decision of charactet; 
and energy of mind, combined with a pre-emi^^ 
nent genius for military command, that place 
him on a footing with the first generals of the 
present and former ages. It does not, hoWever^ 
follow, that he was faultless, or incapable of 

c c 3 
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cfrror. The events of this campaign, as well as 
df former ones> present numerous instances of 
hrt stubbornHess of character, of his comihtt- 
tteg 'great mistakes in military calculations^ 
atccompanied by an unpardonable temerity, that 
seemed to defy both fate, possibility, and the ele- 
ments. 

it his former campaigrts he had led on to vic- 
tory files of rcvolutioriary enthusiasts, and had to 
Contend with the automatons of military disci* 
pline. His la»t campaign was singularly marked 
by the contraty ; the mantling spirit of the revo-* 
hition had evaporated ; he had to combat with 
troops inspired with loyalty and a just sense of 
national honour-^and Paris was occupied by the 
Alliesj 

England was the only state In Europe that had 
tinifornJy refused to acknowledge the dynasty of 
Napoleon Buonaparte. 

The congress at Chatillon was dissolved on the 
26th of March, and' the Senate of France so- 
femnly called Louis Stanislaus Xavier, the brother 
of Louis XVL to the throne of that kingdom, and 
drew up a constitution^ which he was to swear to 
observe before he was to be proclaimed. His Ma* 
jcsty made hiB public entry into Paris on the 3d 
of May* 

Towards the middle of May the confederate ar- 
tnies broke up from their cantonments. to leave the! 
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^U of Fxancey and to repass the Rhine on their 
return to their several countries. 

Peace was signed between France, Austria, Rus* 
sh, Great Britain, and Prussia, on tlie SOth of 
May. • . - '^ ' 

The' frpn tiers of France were nearly those of 
1792. Swisserland renoained an independent state ; 
Austria received back her territories in Upper 
Jtaly; England ^ept possession of Malta; and 
to Franqe were restored th^ whole of her colonies, 
except Tobago, St Lucia, and the Jsle of France. 
All jclaiftis were given up respecting the heavy 
contributions formerly imposed by France, oa 
<pther countries, 

The victors returned not evil for evil, but left 
J'rance, though conquered, both great and powerful, 
Germany, if unanimous, CQuld have nothing Xq 
fear from France; and of .all the potentates that 
returned home, prowled with the laurel? of vicr 
tory and clemency, none could jbie more gratified 
than the Sovereign of Prussia, 

Deeply sensible of tjie debt of grj^titude this 
Monarch owed to l^is faithfu} sul^ects, he issued 
the following proclamation to his people qu th4> 
5d of June 1813, previous tp his leaving Paris 
for England: 

**That combat is now ended for which my 
people and myself sprung to arms ; and most bap? 
pily so, by the help of Qod, the faithful ass^st^Pg 
cc 3 
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of our allies, and the energy, courage, p^rseveranee^' 
and privations, which every one who calls himself 
a Prussian has conspicuously shown and endured in 
this severe struggle. Accept, for it, my thanks. 
Your efforts and your sacrifices have been great ; 
I know and acknowledge them ; and God, who 
watches over us, has likewise acknowledged them* 
We have acquired what we fought ifor. Prussia 
iiow stands before the present age crowned with 
glory, and independent by her own energies, 
existing both in success and in misfortune. AU 
as one, one for all, you hastened to arms, only 
one sentiment pervading my people throughout ! 
And such was the combat ! — Such sentiments, I 
then exclaimed, God alone can reward. He will 
now reward them by the peace which he has given 
us. Better times will return through thi% peace. 
The industriou3 farmer will no longep sow for 
strangers, but will reap for himself. Commerce, 
trade, and the arts, will once more flourish ; opu^ 
lence throughout all ranks will again take root; 
and tinder a new order of things, those wounds 
-will be healed which your long sufferings have in"- 
flicted. 

?' Fredbwck** 

PariSf June S, 1814# 

The Prussian monarchy regained its influence 
on the continent, as one of the first powers of 
Europe, not merely by increase of territory, but 
by the heroic eflFbrts of her army, and by a pure 
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Ik'ational spirit, which has shown itself ob many 
fnemorable occasions. 

His Mst)esty the King of Prussia no\^ hiistened 
to reward his brave Generals anci Commanders in 
the field. Our veteran Hero was raiseJ to the dig^ 
pity of Prince ; General von York was created Count 
York of Wartenberg ; General von Kleist^ Count 
Kleist of NoUendorf ; General von Biilow, Count 
Billow of Dennewitz ; General Tauensien, Count 
Tauenzien of Wittenberg ; ajid the Quartet-master- 
general vo^ Gneisenau, Count Gneisenau. The 
Monarch accompanied these tnarks of bis grati* 
tude with presents of domains equal to the ele*- 
yated rank of his intrepid and skilful commanders, 
and honourable to the munificence of fVedeTicJc 
the Beloved. 

General Count Kleist wag appointed to the 
command of the troops stationed on the Lower 
Rhine. General Count York was made Govei*nOr 
bf Liege. Colonel von Kraussenbeck was sta- 
tioned in Mentz, as Commandant. Between the 
Ho&elle and the Meuse, a Prussian army Went 
ill to cantonments, . - • 
- The King of Pilissia returned to Paris ft-om his 
Visit tb England on the S9th of June 1814, and 
arrived at Bierlin on the 4th of August 

Prince iPlticher of Wahlstatt, accompanied by 

the Crown Prince of Prussia and Prince William, 

His Majesty's nephew, reacihed Magdeburgh on 

their return to Bferlin, ftom the most glorious 9n4 

cc 4 
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l^loody campaign recorded io history, on the 24tl| 
pf July 1814. And the flower of the Prussiaii 
army, 66,000 men strong, under the command of 
Count Tauenzien- Wittenberg, made th^eir triumphal 
entry into Magdeburgh on the 4th of July. 

In the interim, a Prussian corps under General 
Count Kleist of Nollendorf, was stationed on the 
Middle Rhine ; another, under Count Biilow of 
Deniiewitz, near Coblent:? ; and on the banks of 
the Meuse stood the troops undfir the comms^nd of 
General Thielman. The head-quarters,of all thes^ 
corps were at Aix-la-Chapelle, General von Miiffr 
iing being appointed Quarter-master-generaL 

An army of British, Hanoverian, Dutcli, and 
BelgiP troops, vfas cantoned in ]3elgium, from Na? 
inur to Nieuport, and from the Meuse to th^ 
J^prthSea. , 

We ipKst now call the attention of our readers 
towards the Congress at Vienna, which, accord- 
ing tp the Convention of Paris of the 30th of 
May 1814, was to deliberates upon the future wel- 
fare of Europe, and pn th? issije of whose consult- 
ations the peace and happiness of so ^any mil^ 
]]ons of hum^n beings were tp depend. This illus* 
trioifs assemblage of European prince^ and e^pe^ 
rienced statesmen feeks in vain for a parallel in 
history. Their aypwed principle, intp which all 
Others merged more or less, of fixing the balance of 
power in Europe upon the firmest basis human fore- 
sight was capable of fpriqing, caused tl)is grw^ 
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(ioutkcil of state to become the most dignified in 
regard to its object, and the most splendid in re- 
spect to its members; and, no do^bt, it will prove 
for a long period, the most glorious memorial of 
unanimity and wisdom the Christian world may 
have to offer, The deliberations of this august 
assembly commeficed on the 1st of November 
1814. 

Whatever the opinions of politicians might be, 
or the hopes that were entertained, throughout the 
states of Europe, yet no one was found hardy 
enough tp oppose that i^ystem with which tbp 
happiness of ^11 was so closely intervvovenl The 
object wa» npt to serve one, but to serve all. Virtue 
and morality, long since banished from one cotter 
of Europe, were to be reintroduc^ed under th^ 
^uspic^s of a legitimate Sovereign, and the plea^ 
^ure^yielding paths of honour and esteem were 
again opened to those that had been led astray. 

This dream of future happiness kept up its de- 
lusive pQvers Jjut a few short months. The sit- 
tings of Congress were notevien eaded, when Buo- 
naparte, the scourge of mankind, banishing truth 
as well as virtue from his conduct, and leaguing 
with duplicity ap4 cunning,^ set at nought his 
path and his declaration to all the Kings he had 
warred with, again stepped forth on the theatre of 
parnage, equally perfidious, equally unjust and 
faithless tO' his engagements as ever he had beep 
Jjeretofore. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Napokon Buonaparte's E^pape from Elba^^Renewaf 
of Hostilities — Battles of Ligny^ Les Quatre^ 
Bras^. and Waterloo — Our veteran Prifwp Blii-i 
fher enters Paris a second Time. 

Jn detailing the particulars of Napoleon Buonar 
parte's escape from the island of Elba, we present 
a picture of perfidy and perjury on the part of thi$ 
usurper, of a most striking and impressive nature. 
On the 26th of February 1814, Napoleon seiz- 
ed some vessels iit the harbour of Porto-Ferrajo, 
arid embarked with about 400 infantry and 106 
Polish lancers of his guard. He landed with his 
troops on the 1st of March in the gulf of Juan, 14 
France. On the 7th he reached Grenoble, and 
entered .Lyons on the lOth. He slept at Fon- 
tainbleau on the 19th, and made his public entry 
lnt6 Paris ot the ^Oth of March 1814- 
^ Thus terminated this momentous enterprise. It 
"caused, in the interval of its exepution, no blood 
to be shed, proving, however, but a deceitful 
calm, as a prelude to the avenging storm ^h^t wa^ 
to burst over the abettors of this base act of 
treason and iihpious arrogance. A most profound 
emotion and sentiment of depression v^ye felt by 
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every one at seeing France once again fallen tinder 
the yoke of a military despot, supported by a per- 
jured amny. The constitution which the genero- 
sity of the allied Mouarchs had permitted France 
to fornV and to swear to support^ was here at one 
blow subverted. 

Prince Talleyrand communicated to the Hilled 
Sovereigns at Vienna, in the name of the King of 
France, the landing of Buonaparte in France, add- 
ing, that the kingdom was threatened with a civil 
war. The Sovereigns having assembled, gave on this 
occasion anew mark of that magnaniinity, of that 
chivalrous spirit which animates them. They 
iinanirnoiisly resolved not to separate till Europe 
should be restored to a state of tranquillity, and, 
weary of the agitations and misfortune^ which 
had so long oppressed their people, would not 
Jay down their arms till order should be every 
where restored. Measures dictated by prudence 
were immediately resorted to with energy.- Se- 
veral Prussian corps on the Oder, in Silesia, and 
on the Elbe, received orders to march to the Lower 
Rhine. The Russian army, under General Ben* 
nigsen, left Posen, their head-quarters, for Geri 
many ; ' and the Austrian and Bavarian troops put 
themselves in motion towards the Upper Rhinel 
The Prussian army under General Count Kleist 
nroceeded from their cantonments on the Rhine 
to iht French frontiers, and the British army in 
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the Netherlands received considerable reinforce^ 
ments. 

Those criminals who for twenty years have 
been employed in daily crimes, and their chief, 
who had acted as if there were nothing sacred upoii 
earth, but what he pleased to term his will, hast^ 
ened^ by their perfidioias acts, to receive that 
ample punishment for wljith their treasons and 
their treachery so Ipwdly called, but from which the 
noble generosity of the aljied Monarphs had hir 
therto suffered tfeeip to e3cape. 

The nations of Europe werp driven to afmi by 
the fearful apprehension of again seeing despotism 
and the sword extinguishing the rights of buma- 
nity. Their princes and their leaders had felt th^ 
direful consequences of the want of unanimity 
amongst themselves in former times ; and ^ith ai| 
unexampled poalescence of interests th^y once more 
tool^ the &eld against the comnion enemy of man? - 
kind. Their efforts haye bee^ c^ownied with y\cr 
tory, and the ruthless subverter of peace and tran? 
quiliity, of civic independence and religion, ha^ 
been stripped of all his meretricious n^ilitarv fanie^ 
9nd expelled socifstyf 

His Majesty the Kiijg of Prussia adfipted the 
most pronipt measures to bring aq aptive and effi-f 
cient ariny iptp the fipld, accompanied by the fol- 
lowing proclamation to his people, which was rpr 
f cived with entbijs}asra. In fact, the people of 
Prussia, always distinguished for their patriotisiPi 
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ikiVer gave more striking proofs of it than at thia 
moment. -Citizens of all fanks and ages crowded 
to enrol themselves, and more eager to dq>art 

" Viefma, April 7, 181^. 

" When, in the time of danger, I called toy 
people to arms, to combat for the freedom and ]n« 
dependence of the country, the whole mass of the 
youth, glowing with emulation, thronged rcFund 
the standards, to bear with joyful self-denial unu- 
sual hardships, and resolved to brave death itselfl 
Tbcfn the best strength of the people intrepidly 
joined the ranks of my. brave soldiers, and toy 
generals led with me into battle a host of heroes^ 
who hate shown themselves worthy of the name 
of Pfussians. Thus we and our Allies, attended 
by victory, conquered the capital of our enemy. 
Napoleon abdicated his authority : liberty was re- 
stored to XJermany, security to thrones, and to 
the world tlic hope of a durable peace. 

" This hope is vanished. We must again march to 
the combat ! A perfidious conspiracy has brought 
back to France the man who, for ten years toge- 
ther, has filled the world with sorrow. The 
people, confounded, have not been able to oppose 
his armed adherents. Though he himself, while 
still at the head of a considerable military force, de- 
clared his abdication to be a voluntary sacrifice to 
the happiness and repose of France, he now re- 
gards tUi3, like every other convention, as nothing; 
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He is. at tbet heard of perjured soldiers^ . who desir^ 
py render war eternal ; Europe agaiinis threatened :^ 
it cannot suffer ^he mau to remain on the thrones 
of France, who loudly proclaimed universal em* 
pirCs to he the' object of his continually renewed 
wa^s ; who confounded all moral principle/ by his 
repeated breach of faitb> and who can, therefore^, 
give the world no security for his peaceful intent 
tions. • 

. " Again, therefore, arise to the combat ! France; 
itself wants our aid, and all Europe is allied with 
us. United with your ancient companions in vie* 
tpry, reinforced by the accession of new brethren 
in arms, you, hrave Prussians, go to a just war 
^ith me, with the Princes of my family, with the 
Qenerals who have led you to com^uest. The j[u9* 
tice of the cause we defend will ensure us 
victory. 

" Thus united, with all Europe in arm% we again 
enter the lists against Napoleon Bugnapavte and 
his adherents. ^ Arise then, with God for your 
support, for the repose of the worlds for order, for- 
morality, for your King and country. 

. ^ « FuEDERicK William/' 

. The King of Prussia gave Prince Blucher the 
command- in-chief over the Prussian armies. Ge-* 
i^eral Count Gneisenau was at the same time ap- 
pointed Quarter-master-general to the army of the 
Lower Rhine, the staff of which was composed of 
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Cr^eral von Muffling^ ColoneU Pfiihl^ GroUmaan^ , 
(&C. &^. &c. 

The Prussian army tbat was now preparing to 
take tlie fi^ld^ amounted to about 230^000 m^ 
it was divided into saven corps. 

The \9t corpS| under the command of Lieute^ 
aia,nt*g6neral von Zi^.then; the Sd corps, undef 
the command of Lieutenant-general Count Biilo^ 
von Dennewitz j the 3d corps, under the command 
of Lieutenant-general von Borstel ; the 4th corp% 
under the command of Lieutenant-general von^ 
Thielmani composed the army of the Lower 
Rhine, under Marshal Prince Bliicjier, having its 
headquarters at Liege. Never did a finer and 
more enthusiastic army form under the bani^ers of 
a more distinguished leader, and never had SiU 
army a^ more righteous cause to maintain^ 
. Our illustrious veteran Bliicher took kave of 
his Sovereign, and departed from Berlin for the 
Pru3^ian army in the Netherlands, on the 10th of 
April 1815. On .his arrival at Liege, he addressed 
the following proclamation to his army : 

" Comrades ! His Majesty the King has been 
pleased to confide to me the chief command of 
the army, I receive this favour with most lively 
gratitude. I am rejoiQed to see you again*— tq. 
find you on the field of honour, prepared for a 
new contest, full of new hopes. It is given to 
us^ again to combat for the great cause — for ge- 

3 
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teral peace ! I congratulate you -iq^on: ^^ }Tiki 
course of glory is again opened to you; - Aa <>p^ 
portunity offers to increase, by iMyr deedB,i the 
military renown which you b^ve already aoq^i^ ! 
Placed ^at your head^ * I d(mbt jq($ r^f^ ^ertiHii 
ands glorioui» success j SI^qw ^c^,, iinr. tbid'cn^w^' 
struggle, the confidence y^ have .^Ifijed^.in^i]^^ 
during the last, and I am convincedftl^at jou will 
gloriously extend jthe fame, of yoiJ^J^UlJiaiit; deeds 
inarms. ,. ^ . .,. ,,.. ^ - .,, { ,[: -., : - 

.^. *; . •", v:- ' ? -'^-'i •• 
A declaration of the allied power<s^,^at^ifto«i; 
Vienna, pronounced in ^ «o)en)% flnA ^fcisjjre 
tiianner, " That there is^no ^eficp wUfe.jBuo^i** 
parte/' This great sentepi^e . Ipudly ij?ri)ol%ii9§^:f 
the desire of the belligerent Spvere^^ tgjpg^^urer / 
themselves a sure and dura^e peaoQ,<^l^,tii»a%j^y ^ 
Ivill never recognise a militafy despof^^lf4j^ th^^ 
iueans of incessantly threateoing ifa^ neii^^Ur^ : 
and which, would force other f qwprs .f^qtjtin^U^ 
to make efforts and new sacrifice*. ,., : v vj..,^ 

The Duke of Wellington arrived at: Brufselsi^oix 
the 4^h of April, as Cgjmmander-in-chaef .ci^tlie 
grandf^llied arany of British,. Dut^b^ aind Hanove- 
rians, collecting in the Netheilaud?, a,i;Lc^ had .sc«« 
veral interviews with Gtnei^al €punt Kleist of 
Nqllendorf, then commanding the Prussian forcesi 
concerning the intended operations; 
Field-marshal Prince Bliicher was at Brussels Mt 
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ihe $ISth of April, to be prissrent at a grand review 
of the British cavalry^ and had a long conference 
with England's hero. 

The Prussian army was cantoned in the neigh«* 
Inmrhbod of Liege, Namur> and Hanhut^ General 
von Ziethen's head* quarters were at Jemappe, Ge^ 
serai von Borstel's at Binch, and General von Bjx* 
low's at Hannut 

Hostilities first commenced between the Prus* 
smns aixd the French on the 25th of April, near 
Fainiignoiil) two leagues from Givet^ the French 
outrposts being driven back, with some loss, upon 
the latter place. 

It was for the common interests of Eurojpe that 
tUs grand assemblage of ^gallant warriors, under 
BHiober and Wellington, was formed, 'mutually 
incllBBd to respect and regard each other. United 
by one sentbnent, as well as by the general dan« 
ger, istanding in need of reciprocal aid, and 
breathing alike the same lofty spirit of honour 
and independence, the two armies never ceased 
to cultivate those ties that bound them closer to^ 
gether, and thus promoted an unintermpted h&r* 
mony in the councils of their illustrious chie&. ' 

Proudly conscious of the glory they had «i 
qiiined in the last struggle, and full of confidence in 
lliemselves^ the two armies awaited with manifest 
impatience the orders for marching beyond thefronf* 
tiers of France to meet their enemy in the field. ! 
The dther confederate powers were, meanwhitei 
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Uptlf^'hs^fut upon eamptoking thet/.dimloi^ Vi& 
pr^{^rmg them f^rm^vfmtfixl campaign^ an^lioft* 
tile entry iuto France^ from the mo»t vwioi^niih 
poiiito* ' — ' ' •'./'.•.'.••'.... 

j Th^eiiepj^ssityof waitiog till the whole of these 
W§h^ pr^^ratioo^ were fuUy jeompleted^ caused 
H'iHA ymod the aFmies of the Allies in 1^.Ifo» 
therlands to remain inactive. 
.; /N$p§l^u Buonaparte^ at the head of the milt- 
^ry fow^X of France^; adopted in. the inteiiai 
fv^ry coercive measure wkhinJiis gta^ to tear* 
ganize h)$ army^ and to increaae an^ft coasel^date 
bb means of aggression. The time tiult ndur 
rlaps^ in a state of suspense, presented in atlirfut 
Interval full <^ hope, doubt^ and feairi to mm^i 
ijalndSk It agitated the whole of EuMfie^.set iHk 
Tories of politicians at nought^ and left ilittleti 
e^sole the heart : of xnasL but eomfidcsK^ and 
trust %xk Divine Pxovidenoe. It seemed to iie .the 
lebiNrabte fate reserved for mankind, thsrt a atart^ 
of speiety m which all are soldiers-^iq whieh. e 
nHitaiy eode wais to jpBedominate over civil instil 
totiofasy and a eew situation afiecting the pplitiical 
reta^BQiis. of eveiry power and the private OQndi«- 
tionoferefiy ifudrvidxtat,^ . was going to be once 
moDQ reaiiflced* The month of May parsed, witb- 
<HiJk any event taking place vrortfay of Teeocd^ 
St was the interest of the Confederates to gaia 
tinic^ and to permit Buonaparte, to be. the fttst 
9ggi»SGr^' They were not ta xisk the danger 
4 
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<Jf exciting the popular feeling of France herself 
agaiMt their honourable views. It was the mani 
and BOt the nation, they warred with ; and a 
material point was gained, if the nation remained 
convinced that Buonaparte and his adherents alone 
were to be chastised, on the Allies again entering 
their country as victors. England, Prussia, Russia, 
aad Austria, therefore, avowed and declared their 
sole object to be the destruction and subjection. of 
a nest of thieves, that preferred a life of rapine 
and plunder to the peaceful occupations of hus- 
bandry and civic independence. ' 

Nothing that sprung from moral rectitude had 
been afale to control the perfidious despot; and it 
was resolved, that the fetters of penal restraint 
shdiSId^ now bind him fast, and disable him from 
all cbmmission of ftrrther eviL 
. The ftower of the Bsitish,^ Proissfan^ Dutcfa^ and 
Haaoveria&^armies^ concentrated th^nselves in 
the^NbliierUnds;. reinforcements daily joined^ Tifv 
fering a pledge for a- proportionate increase ^ of 
energy to their exeEtisns> when the campaign 
daouldopen. ^ 

: .The French army now assemUed on the fron- 
ti^s towards the Netherlands, might be ooiti-* 
puted at little short of 140,000 mra. Every nerve 
bad been-exerted, and all physical powi^rs stretch* 
ad to their extreme tension^ to bring it to ^ state 
of high organizatimi, and to improve its dtdcipliricL 
In iht stupendous attempt of BUonapar|:e, h^fStt 
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daring and important, of again rendering his seat 
lirm on his usurped throne, it is to be supposed 
that be would not leave a single soldier in his rear» 
as reserve, that was fit to take the field ; and con* 
sequently the whole efficient military strength of 
France might be considered as concentrated at thia 
point. . 

In the early part of JuniB 1815, Napoleon Baont*^ 
parte left Paris, and put himself at the head of 
five corps of the French army, exclusive of the 
imperial guards and cavahy, taking up a position 
between Maubeuge and Beaumont He com«^ 
menced hostiliti^ cm the 15th of June, by driving 
in the Prussian videttes and out-posts, and ad- 
vancing on the right and left bank of the Sambre, 
by Thuin> against Charleroi, wbicb^ after a trifting 
affair, was occupied by t^e Frracb. The points o£ 
Concentration of the Prussian army of the Lower 
Bhine, under our veteran. Prince BHicher, weieat 
Fleurus and Namun General yoa Ziethen had 
collected his corps near the former place, and afiber 
a very warm action with the enemy, on the 15th^ 
maintained himself there in his poaiticm^ The 
terrain of Sombref, about a league and a half from 
Flenrus, beings chosen by Field-marshal Blficher^ 
on which to meet the enemy, the three other 
corps of the Prussian army were consequently 
directed upon that place, where the Sd and 
3d corps were. to arrive on the 15th, and the 
4tb coyps on the .l6tb. hk the morning of the 
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P1E|:.D-MAR5HAL PRINCE BLUCHER. 405- 

Itfth, the Prussian army was posted on the height$ 
between Bry and Sombref(see Plan of the Battles 
€f Waterloo and Ligny), and beyond the latter 
place, and occupied, with a large force, the vil- 
lages of St. Amand and Ligny, situated in a ra« 
vine, . on its front Meantime only three corp9 of 
the army had joined; the fourth, under General 
Count Billow, was stationed between Liege and 
Hannut, had been delayed in its march by several 
circumstances, and was not yet come up. 

The French army occupied the following posi-* 
tions: the left wing, under Marshal Ney, waa 
posted at Frasne; the right wing, under Marshal 
Grouchy, in the rear of Fleurus, But, on Napo- 
leon having reconnoitred the strength and posi* 
tions of Marshal Bliicher's army, he, about noon, 
changed front, and marched his left wing upon 
Les Quatre Bras, and his right and centre upon 
St Amand and Ligny. 

In the mean time the Duke of Wellington had 
collected his troops neap Soignies and Brendleifon; 
and, on the I6th, Prince William of Orange, by 
order of the Duke, took post with his corps at 
Les Quatre Bras, to be nearer the Prussian army ; 
and, by dividing the attention and forces of Na- 
poleon, prevent his pressing with too great a su- 
periority of numbers on Marshal Bliicher's line of 
operations. The Prince of Orange was supported 
by the Duke of Brunswick's division, and a divi- 
^ioti of British troops, under Lieutenant-general 
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Sir Tliomas Pictoti; his left wing leaning on J^art 
k Maveline, and bis right on the former pTace. 
The Duke of Wellington directed the whole Eng- 
lish army to march upon Lcs Quatre Bras. Mar- 
shal Ney, with the 1st and 2d corps, arid the 2d. 
of cavalry, commenced the attack at about three 
o'clock, p. M. A wood, to the right of Les Quatre 
Bras, wa* several times taken and retaken ; alid 
Hhe village of Pierremont, on the left, was carried 
at the poiut of the bayonet. And; after a san- 
guinary conflict, the array of the Allies maintain- 
ed its position, and completely defeated arid re^ 
pulsed every attempt agaiist it, though repeatedly 
assaulted by large bodies of infantry and' cavilry, 
supported by a numerous and powerful artillery. 
. Our veteran Prince Blucher still resolved to 
give battle in his position at Sotnbref, althcugb 
his 4th corps was not yet in line, and his army, 
in point of numbers, was much inferior to that 
of tlie French ; but, notwithstanding, every fbot 
of ground was obstinately contested, and the po- 
sition maintained with unparalleled bravery and 
resolution. At about three o'clock, k m. great 
masses of the enemy, under Marshal Grouchy, at- 
tacked the village of St. Amand; it was defended 
with intrepidity, and its transient occupation cost 
the French an enormous number of men; the 
Prussians rallied, and it was again carried after a 
Batiguinary conflict; again lost; then stormed, for 
a third time, by a gallant battalion with our vete* 
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ran Hero at iM head, and the heights of La Hay6 
and Little. St. Amand were iEtt last regaincid,. and 
occupied by the Prussian artny. It was near five 
c^cloek, p. M. and the enemy now directed his ef^- 
fofts against Ligny : this is a large village, solidly 
built, situated on a rivulet of the same name. . It 
^as here that a contest begaii, which may be 
considered as the most sanguinary in history. 
The terrain of actioa was confined to a very^ nar* 
TOW space, fresh troops were, on both sides^ con- 
tinually brought into fire, and the combat was 
maintainefd about Ligny with unexampled fury* 
8y regaining the height of La Hay^, affairs seem^ 
ed 4:o take a favourable turn for the Prussian arm;*. 
5lie issue, however, seemed to depend on the ar* 
rival of the English troops, or on that of the 4th 
wrps of the Prussian army. In fact, the coopera^ 
tion of this tost division would have afforded the 
Keld-mai'shal the means of making immediatelj^, 
with th^ right wipg,' ah attacSk, from which great 
diltccesB might be expected ; but news was brought 
t^t the English division, destined to support Prince 
^tiicher, ^as violently sittacked by tlie Frencli 
«tiliy> liAder Marshal Ney, and it was ^ith great 
difficulty it had maintained itself in its position at 
Lea Quatre Bras. The 4th corps of the army did 
not appear; so that our veteran Marshal was forced 
to maintain alone the Cofitest with an enemy greatly 
fituperior in numbers. F6r four hours the combat 
about Ligny continued with the same fury, and 

DD 4 
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^e,9asn€ oquaJityf.pfijsttqptis; the danger Wi^cqe 
misery hour more and inpie yrgeQt; (mt d^untleti 
Hero, sword ixx ii^&dMr^>eatpdlyiJbed«his divMJ^a^ 
into fire i. the ^arrival mf^utlie cj^iaooui^ ib aoGk 
cessa)ny!W^:m Kain.inyoked^.^ there !um$. rifpi 
<any coipa^ in^jeserve to .suppopt the. profibgioiii 
^orU ofi ithei troops, 9iddt die pencoliaiihraMergrim^ 
<e;Kfin)pj[e of dwr . jiintMpi4 1 Biiiohen :: Jt, |>r©v«it 
ljowey^n^drawai)i>ft<ltlei 3» jiQ groutodr:^;^ io^ 
jcir wpu oiQ either, side^ eilTiON^Afd^.tiiiM mjthee^se^ 
iQg> ;Mjapole^i»j<atto^nf^di u^itb bi» Qnnses 4^; (}»<* 
,ijQliy^ i^ ^ttaMii:hb..oJ>iwt:.pf imti^rfeptiftg- tl^ 
/K¥Vin^RicatiiQn ,1)etw6etiv the ; ariiiies of Maishltf 
Pri^p BliichiM:audi!;b!B.Duke,QfWelU»^ i;33mi 
^ttacJcs;of tii<e;Fr?p«eb pavalpywere coolly lef^ilited 
.^yi the^Prussia© jofftntry, whwh now retr^ted.win 
g«Q4iPr4^ uppQ the. heights, wlience &e Pfwiilii 
WffiynfiPiaiiwi^d: kg retrc^nnde p|ftvei»e>i| up«i 
Tilly. . Jhe vili^gea of Bry apd Soinferef . ifrem^Jkepjb 
,qcq^pied duyipg the sight, mi> the QQr^ Ui«^d«r 
fQe^ifiral Jhieln^n beg^^n.5lpwly,,at day-hreafci tp 
j^trc^ tpwarids Gemblou:?:, wheffl the ^tih^.QOjpi, 
vi[u|er General Count BUlovi ^h^ad AQW arriysi 
ThiP I St ?Lnd §d corps prppeeddd, i«. the fl9L0ri^t^ 
„^l^ind^tlie dfifile of Mwnt §U Guiheft, Marshal 
^P^ino^. Bl^cher held ^t advisable, tp . take vp « 
.pof itia% pg, th§;eyening of . the 1 7th, near Wavre> 
that l)ei;iaight be nearer hiareififprceffietits, and he 
fbje to form a coipplete j^nctio^ vitb the aroigj 
of. the Allies, under the Puke of Wellington, 
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*-/rbeiloss;(>f^the Prussiaoi^at the battle of Ltgny» 
dUithi^ Y6thy was great; but no prisoners were 
tak<Mi<by the enemy^ except a part of the wound- 
^ vTh^' troops fought with ^a bravery whiob 
«cpiaUod e^^nery* ex pectatic^n; their fortitude le- 
liMUA0d)finshaken) because every one retained his 
eonfideiice ia" his own strength. On this memo** 
tdbie.day, however^^ F4eli^marsl)al Bluch^r had 
4m^omi4}ered« th^ greatest dangers. « A^ charge of 
^tavtdryled oo^ bykiofiselfy had failed; while tliat 
i^f the ettooiy was vigorously pursuing, a nmskefc-' 
«faot;stri]0k dieFreld^marshal's lioFse; the animal, 
far from being stopped in his career by this woi»n<i^ 
liegan^to galtep more furiously^ till it dropped 
4J6wi| deed. * The Field-marshal, stunned by the 
violent fall, lay entangled under the horse. Th« 
'^enei^y's cuiras^ers, ibliowing up tl>eir advan* 
tage, pranced ; th6 last Prussian hcNrseman had 
Ytlready parsed by the Field-marshal ; an adjutant 
akme remained with hin^ and had just alighted to 
0hai>ehis fete. >^^The danger was great, but Heaven 
^vatehed over hiiiK The enemy, pursuing their 
charge, pasted rapidly by the Field-marshal with* 
jprut seeing him; the next moment, a second charge 
pf cavalry having repelled them» they again paas* 
^ by him» with the same pr^aipitation, not per* 
ceiving him any more than they bad done the first 
-time. Then, but not without difficulty, the 
l^ield-m^rahal was f^isengftgeid from upder the dead 
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The- Prussian army bad concentrated ftsdf on 
lidvantageous ground, in the environs of Wavi?t 
The Duke of Wellington 'isswd the necessary or* 
ders to form a junction with Marshal BlUcher; 
the English army, in consequence, made a: corre^ 
sponding movement virith that of Bliicber's, and 
fell back upon Genappe, and then on WaterkK>; 
6p the morning of the I7th, at ten o'clock. The 
enemy did not attack Bliicher or the English 
army ip their march, but only followed with hia 
cavalry. * •• 

- The bat'tle ctf Ligny was marked by the pec^liaf 
fury and hatred with which the Prussians fought 
the French. Their m'utnal animosity was beyond| 
oofiception. The slaughter made by theOProsstans 
was immense; they refused to take quarter, a^ 
touch as the French refused to give it ; and it may 
be easily supposed that tliere never was such liavpa 
made as here, for, where men fight With e^al 
desperation, the loss on both sides is always ter^ 
nblew It was evident, from the tardine^ds of the 
pursuit,' that the French felt but ^ttle oonfictetice 
of success from ajay further effort^. 
• The loss of the Prussians may be ec^ipiate^ ?lt 
about 10,000 men, killed and wounded. 

Tlie Duke of Wellingtoa, after the kctioti of 
Les Quatre Bras, had taken up a positt(m with 
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the army of iht AlKes^ on the foad * t6 Bni^kU 
^^e P/fl^« of the Batiks of IVaterloQ mtd Ligriy)} 
having' his right wing te^Biiig upon Brahiela Ueu, 
the cMtre near^ IVfoiit St. Jetan, an^ the left wiii|; 
against Ter k Haye. The Duke wrote to thd 
Field-itiarshal, t^^at he was ri^dolvecl to a<::cept 
l[>attle in this |K)sittcm, if th^ Field-marshal woukt 
support hito with two corps of his army. Our yfe- 
teran Hero pi*omi*6d to eottie with his whole ^rmy^, 
He even proposed, in case Napoleon should not 
attaek, that th^ AiUes ^'tliemselves, with thext 
wholp united force, shofild attack him the Tf^exf 
day. This inay serve to show liowlittlc the bdttle 
of tliwj idth b»d di«organi^d the Pf ussiaij arftiyj 
or weakened its tfloral «tre^ngth. Thus ended the 
day df tlie 17th, ; 

pn Uhe ISthj Napoleon had detached bis rigWt 
wing, tinder Marshal Grduchy,;iil puilsuit'^f th* 
Prussians towards WaVre ; he himself fixecl hi^ 
head-quartfers at Planchet>ok, and, with his left 
wing and eeiltre under Marshal Ney and Jeronle 
Buoiiaparte, took ftp a p<5sition, with hi^ r?ght*on 
the heightsi in front bf Plaiichenoit, his' centr* St 
La Belle AlUance, and his left leiningon ^he road 
to Brussels, and nearly opposite the village of 
Mont Sc, Jean. The cuirassiers and \he guard's 
were posted in reserve en the heights behind* ^-J- 
(See Ptan of the Battles of fVaterlo&and Ligny.) 

The moveracnt 6f Prince Bliicher to Wavre, tn 
the 17th, had, as already mentioned, induced th* 
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Ptthe of Wellkgton to remoVe hb had^quwtbrs 

t The {wwlton «f Waterbia is m^jivmcib^^iki^ 
place, iwbere t^ VighDdadrfromrBnmieb' to^NiH 
mur Gtonea 'tfa^t wiii!^ leads « to Braiiie' ler^^Lmi* 
Tihctagb'tbis groirad ia open and witfacMSt any re- 
vaiikable feature, it riiest alii»^t siiddeniy 4fpon 
t}iia {»oiiit> to the diattuce afiiaH> a league;^ ^Fbew 
is at the right extremity of the ffcmtof'tkni el^ 
vatiosi, a fitrm, conBistiirg of a Mane houa^^ a^ wall 
round, the premifiesv arid a wood, inteiteeoteiti l^. 
natural hedges and ditches. 

it qRras.uptm.thiB ground, tfaffc tii& DtiisQ of^MSeU 
Hilton iteoked to waitffoi:!tbes«a«n]y^. He placed 
)iia^ba(ttetie8^ oQCcupied tfaeiami and the g^rdefn, ai)d 
iiangedhis army along the emineiieev^'prptedfed^fay 
xMhdBgktafroflLthfieBeoBjy's fire/ TiicBanti^l^elng 
oomi^oaedi ^of tri»pa of. ctiffisroit ^Battims,'. (be ^tMk 
the pusoantienr kojsupport «eacbof than^bf^&nf^di 
infiuttry,rtdlfidii^eisc|d iu.sucb a masmer^iEBfitD^bo 
silk tn^^ucbeUtf^tihenpoint* that was 'tboef^ . 

:ti€haoi^/^ljSl)h|;iitinQQn>Ltiie French army, joom«» 
Aanrifaid^Jl^lBuoiiafiairte^ jcommenced the .attack; 
btftr fintf effQrtl/.WtOre againat>tibej>&rQrof imbieh 
we have spoken. After sevfiial' uttQmpt&iiuK sue** 
tetidtdl) 9bo^. b^f.past iehu^ p'olock> i^/iuu' kiidis- 
lAdgif^ii^'m^) if^t <pf ^ the ; trpG|>a* ' The ' Dukp^ 
hastened ^jt^ s^o^i.iWfd.ordfredMtwo b»t<»licma 
tN^)f§t4)a§lNr, im4:tOv4efetid.thwiaelvi$s there to the 
last e:!^tre9!^ityut H^ orders were pjinctuKlly obeyed 
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^ Takers ftiietty ifato'^irected^ tiro jatrbng colamni 
against the centre. The Duke in person led 8(m)# 
b«ttel!ianS'Of iiifaiKtry against these oohHtifti^ and 
IdXtdJ^jkhriAgeC^ tile tia^aliy. . Tlmy charged wi^: 
tlM bagionet; 4heiFi*iioh triere "overpowered, anil: 
tbeii^mvalry^brohen. ^ In* ^is dsarge ^ere taken 
a^ eagle»r a. stamkiid^ and 1300. prisoilem;^ Tfair 
yiQt0riou» ifoops. instantly vetomed .to ' their ptace^ 
and agiin 'formed ^''.' ''.» -/:.-;:. .^^ .- • j .f-- 

llie attack «& ithe farnuoontmued;' ilie enemy 

penetrated to it^ but « ceuld ^never iestaMis& atfiio^ 

ingthere^ r-t.i.-.: ;..• ^; -^ • >'.^~ '''^.i..nuv 

: Bildnapakt^^ sedngrths;! heoonid not jobtain :aby 

advik&lagd, nwmeswvTOd^/v^ith all hie lodvalvyyan^isil 

part ,e£« hisc-iolanttjry 'tagacafit the right of ^^tfaeiAU 

l}ep/4ilt^npted to outflank $fc with 17^000 eavudi^V 

and vbegao] a»« taost tvigm'oos atfeadc^ The Btikti 

qiade liis^/^arraBgemoitS' aecbidi^^y* : f^ho j€Qft8tli)f 

of ftherttwo araues bhaiged; thesqQtiie8i<>ftiisfeptiy 

remained immovable^ and repulsed^ everyvattadki 

This, attempt of the enenhy was baffled. . <A« blst^ 

about suxiDjclooky^ he tnadeanother attarokoi^ooi^lhe 

(entre^.andjreaehed'tfae emina^ce* Th^^'D^ake-Jt^ 

ttoked hsnv overttteevr andpnrstied'hiiii) mkd &d 

roat sfioi^becaxne geaefah - '^^>' »^ 

Th0 aimy of the Duke of WelKngton- did HM 

exceed ;50,0G0 m^ij • Actually en gagedj'Thewtemjr 

ims^very.stipe#iofy»]9^r*)etiIiirly in ca^atry.*-'^ *^ ^ / 

The head-quartei« tof the Duke^of WeHmgtorif 

W:ere removed to Nivelles after the toittle.. -^ 
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, Me^iHvbUa /the^ amiy mider th^ cominaiHl: of 
^j^ftIvil,Brm<;^ l^Iii^h^r begsin ag^ia to mQve from 
ift>0 eBMtrotts.of W^vf^ kt breftk 6f day. 00:1 tbe 
)i9()»* .Th« 4ith aqc\ sd.corps viafqhed'by Stj Lam^' 
\^\ij ^W^th^y were tOQ6cupyapQsi|:i<iQ^ oovemd 
fey the fpf«6|» j»q»f Fvich^iont, to Wke tlbe enemy 
jn^ tfae.irmrwb^a tW fnoine^nl should ;apf>ear fk^* 
_ YourabW* The Ul; jporps.w^ to operate by Pludiii 
bn the right flank pf the enct^y ; the ad corps 
Was to follow slowly, lo^prdec to afford auccoiit in 
cfise of need. The con&ict began about ten, a. v« 
in a short time the battle became genetad. alop^ 
the whole line* It seems that K«pp)e«n J^iid the 
design 4», ^hrmv the left wing upe^i the centra 
jat)d .thM9 to effect the separatiiHi. pf the .B»giidl| 
aijmy from the Pruswan, which he .belieyed to^te 
aretreating npon Maestricht. For tkis^ purpoto: lie 
bad -placed the greater part of his reserve Jn the 
centre, against his right wing; and upoft tbb 
point he. attacked with fury. The English army 
fought with a valour which could not be surpassr 
ed« The repeated charges of the old guard 
were baffled by the intrepidity of the Scotcii 
legiments; and at every charge the French ca- 
valry was overthrown by the English cavalfy« 
^u^t the superiority in numbers of the en^ny 
was too great;. Napoleon continually brought for** 
ward considerable masses^ and with whatever 
%miiess the {English troops maintained themselves 
in their position, it was not possible but that audi 
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b^(^ exartioBs munt have a limit. It *wa$ hal^ 
pa$t lour o'clock. Th6 excessive difficultiedi at 
Ihe t>ass»g? by tlie defile of St. Lgtnibert) had 
^eatly retarded the inarch of the Pinisjsiaa eoy 
lumnfl, )ii);tha|; only two brigades of the. ^h 
CQip^had arxiyed at ^e covered position whidii 
wat WMigoed them* The. decisive mommt, was 
ixme; there was not a momeat to be loat Tbi 
Generals did not sufTer it to escape* The}* resolve 
ed immediately to begin the attack with the troops 
which they had at hand. Qeneral Count Biilow, 
therefore, with two brigades and a corps of. ca» 
valry^ advanced rapidly along the rear of tlie cme» 
my's right wing/ The ^nemy. did nat Joae rb^ 
pTe»Biice of mind ; h|& instantly returned hit iresecise 
i^nst the Prussiafis^. aBdaniurdejt)iis confl&ot fast 
gan on that side. The combat remained longunoert 
taiOf while the battle witli the J£ngliah army s£iU 
oontiimed with- the s^ne violence. Towsurds aij^ 
F. M. news was received that General TbieU 
QOSn^ with the 3d oorps, was attacked near Wavre 
hy a very considembie corps of the^enemy, and 
that they were already disputing the possession of 
the town. TheField-marshal,. however, didhotsufiw 
himself to be disturbed by this intelligence.; it 
was on the ^pot where he was, and no where else^ 
that the affair was to be deeided. A conflict^ coor 
tinually supported with the same obstiniacy, and 
kept up by freah tropps, could alone ensure the vm 
p^ry; and if it was obtained here, any . revera^ 
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Mistained near Wavre was of little com8eqUMia& 
The colunfins^ therefore, continued their ntov«« 
tnents. It was half past seven-^and thejsrae^f 
the battle was still uncertain* Hie wh6l» of the^^h - 
corps, and a-f>art of the 2d under General Pipchi<had 
successively come up. The Frendi fought witk a 
desperate fury ; however, some utioettaiii*y was 
perceived in their movements, and it was obserred 
that some pieces of cannon were retreating; - At 
this moment the first column of* General von2tetheii 
arrived .on the points of attack, near the village 
of Sffiouhen, on the ei^emy's right flank, and in* 
•tantly charged. This moTement decided the ie^ 
feat of the enemy. His right wing was broken is 
three places ; he abandoned his positions. The Isroope 
rushed forwards at the pae de ctu^gtf and attackei^ 
htm on all sides, while^ ut the .same time,: the 
whote i^lish line advanced. Circumstances were 
entirely favourable to the attack formed by thePrus* 
sian army : the ground rose in an amphitheatre, 
so that their artillery could freely open its fii« 
from the summit of several heights, which rose 
gradually above each other, and in tlie intervali 
of which the troops descended into the plain, 
formed into brigades, in the most perfect order^ 
• while fresh corps continually unfolded themselves^ 
issuing from tlie forest on the height behind. ThA 
enemy, however, still preserved means to retreatj^ 
till tlie village of Planchenoit, which he had on 
bis rear^ and which was defended by the old gui^r^ 
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WMrv a^^ aev^ral bloody attacks, caitied bgr 
St99&k'f. f. If i* '• '•♦ ' ' ' '• *> * ^•• 

fsMatithis droie-^fae retreat ^beootne « t6ut, thafe' 
ql}i4k)y.3|HroldthrM^boiit «be whole Fteoeh artnjr; 
wbiitW linn its fifavallfiil coafuston,' Imrryhig away 
feyeif(]r ^hiitqp' iba<' attempted to stop it, soon as- ^ 
8«0iad^^(i».apfnaLnaiB:e of tthe^gfat .ofab altny of 
b#rjbiWMb9.> : Itjwii^ b^ past^^ne : the Fietd^qaar^ 
sli^ as^fiiiUecloslb the 'superior officers, and^gaVe 
QiKterjiMto.:«enki\<^ laaut horse and; the last AisA ia 
puratfltsX^f xhe^eneinyl iXbei^an qf «be ^Pnissidtf 
army \wicehM»A itsonarob*. Tb^ French lamofyj^^r^ ^ 
sued vniliibttfc ifitbrlnflmion; was absolutely disoi^aA^' * 
ized. The eauMs^9(f prttfented the aj]r|Mtt9aMee ^f bA^ ^< 
imj»«EueL)s}upwteok >^f)t^w^cid¥e^ 
merable quantity taif xabnolli, clii^dt^ iearriig^ • '^ 
b^ggage)^armlll^Jand^Wr^<^ks 6£ everyik^ndL^ Tbostt^ * 
of tbi$^ttsmy^wbo\Jiadi^atteiiiptedx46 mp]^se^ferW * 
tim^ i^%dl thad!B«t<expeGdted'to %e:so«>quicfk]^y:fMr^ : 
8ued,\wc!r€/cl{riveD from more than ftifieS biV^Uacki^r 
In ;sanieiviUagestbey 'Attempted to mai^t^iti tli^n\-< 
scWes ; .but as .so(aii:as*tbey heard^ the bi^atiiig of ^ 
the Pju»ianj;drufl9Qsi (pr the soundrof the trucripet,-,:^ 

* Napoleon's corps of old guards was posted at Planchenoit . 
as reserve. It was the 15t1i regiment of Prussian in&nfry, led' 
on hj Major von Keller, and supported* by some biAtall(^9 Uf ^^ 
Pnuaiaai laadwebrp tl^it stormedr their positiojQ, aod embp^tely \ i 
put the^i to the rout.. ^ The greater part of them ,were bayonet* i . i 
ed-ip-no prisoners we^e made, and no quarter was given.. 
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they either (led or threw tbemed^ifes intoflie 
houses^ where they were cut down or made prison- 
ers. It was moonlight, which greatly favoured 
the pursuit; for the w^hole march was but a contt* 
nued abase, either m corn-fields or the houses. 

At Genappe the euemy had intrenched himself 
with cannon and overturned cafrfages, attheap* 
proach of the Prussians. Suddenly they heard in 
the town; a great (noise and a motion of carriages; 
at the entrance they were ei^posed to a brisk fire 
of musketry, which wa;s replied toby some cannon-, 
sh^t, followed by a hurrah ; and an instant after 
the town was theirs *. Thus the affair continued 
till break of day. ^ About 40,000 men in the most 
complete disorder, the remains of the whole army> 
saved themselves by retreating thrbugh Gharleroi, 
partly without Arms, and carrying with them only 
twenty-seven pieces of their^^numerous artillery. 
- Few victories have been so complete, and there 



* It was Major von Keller^ at the head of the advance, that 
charged into Xrenappe at the time that Napoleon was* driving 
through the place in his carriage, attended b j his suite in -seve- 
ral ether vehicles : the Major's movement was so suddeoi tbat 
Napoleon had only time to mount a horse to escape falling into 
his hands. His hat and sword were found in the carriage. His 
treaisureS, his jewels, his imperial mantle, and the whole of his 
baggage, fell into the hands of the Prussians, besides maps, 
dlarts, and military plans, withdut nuiisber'; and, above all, 
bis personal pi^rtefeuilie, containing-the whole of his private and 
f ecret correspondence. 



Digitized'by 



Google 



B*I£LD-MAllSHAt i^KllTCS^BLUCHER. 41^ 

is cfertainly no example that an army, two days 
after Idsing a battle, engaged in such an actioii, 
and so gloriously maintained it. Honour be to the 
troops capable of so much firmness and valdur ! In 
the nuiddie of the position o<:cupied by thie French 
army, aild exactly upon the height, is a farm call- 
ed La Belle AHiance* The march of all the Prus- 
sian columns was directed towards this farm, 
which was visible from every side. It was there 
that Napoleon w^s doffing the battle— it was there 
that he gave his orders, that he flattered himself 
wifth the hopes of victory — and it Was thel'e that 
hi9*ruin was decided. There, too, it vf^^ that, by 
a^ happy chance. Field-marshal Bliicher aiid thfe 
Duke of Wellington met in the dark, and mutually 
Mluted each 6ther as victors. » 

The allied army tinder the Duke pursued the 
flying French, till, overcome- with ffetigue, thfc 
troops oould follow them no further. But Buona- 
parte was not suffered to rest ; the Prussians, un- 
der General Count Gneisenau, -started afresh in 
the pursuit, where the British army and the 
Allies stopped, and hung on the rear of tlie- 
fugitives fpr the whole night, avenging, amply, 
the fate of 10,000 of their brave countrymen, who 
had so nobly spilt their blood in the battles of the 
IJthand l6th. . 

Marshal Prince Bliichfcr*s head-quiaf ter* were at 
Genappe on the morning of the 19th, from whence 

££ 2 
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he dated the following autograph lettcir to the Go- 
vernor of Berlin, General von Kalkreuth : 

'* I havd to inforpi your Excellency, that, in 
donjutlction with the British army under the Duke 
of Wellington, I yesterday gained the most com- 
plete victory over Napoleon Buonaparte, that^ever 
was obtained. The battle took place in the neigh- 
bourhood of a few houses, situated on the road 
from hence to Brussels, called La Belle Alliance ; 
and a better name cannot well be given to this 
important day. The whole French army is ia a 

. state of perfect dissolution, and an extraordinary 
number of guns have been taken. Time will not 

. pisrqiit me to state more particulars to your Ex- 
cellency. The details shall follow*; and I only 
b^ you to impart this news immediately to the 
loyal citizens of Berlin. 

<< Head'fuarters, Genappe^ June 19, a BluCHEB. 

Half past Fvoe o Clock, a. m.*" 



* At the conclusion of the battle the Mandial also wrote the 
following letter to his lady: 

^• 

<^ MT 02AR WIFE, 

^ You well know what t promised you, and I have kept 
my word. Superiority of numbers forced me to give way on 
the 17th; but, on the 18th, in conjunction with 'my friend 
Welliogt<m, I put an end at once to Buonaparte's dancing. His 
army is completely routed, and thi^ 'whole of his artillery » bag- 
gage, tumbrils, aad equipage are in my hands. The insignia 
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Tlie battlfc of Waterloo was fought by BuoBa* 
parte with every power called into action; he 
knew that he must infKllibly lose all' if victory 
did not overawe his foes and encourage his well* 
wishers. He made 6ne desperate, bloody struggle, 
and^ — ^he failed. 

The immediate fruits of this victory were be- 
tween 20 and 30,000 prisoners, with more than. 
250 pieces of cannon, and the' almost complete 
destruction df the only French force which could 
properly be called an army. 

The following proclamation was addressed by 
Field-marshal Prince BlUcher to the army^ 6f the 
Lower Rhine, to be read at the head of every 
battalion, after the victory of Waterloo, on th« 
ISthof June 1»15. 

^' Brave Officers and Soldiera of the • 
Army of the Lower Rhine ! 

" You have done great things, brave com- 
panions in arms— ^you have Fought two battles in 

of aQ the orders be ha4 worn are jqst brought me, having been 
found in his carriage in a casket. I had two horses killed under 
me yesterday. Buonaparte's affiur will now soon be terminated* 

*^ BLirCHEK," 

* * • . ' 

<<P. St fWrUm kjfiis 9onon ih^roadio Oitnofped Fa« 
ther Bliicher embraqied Wellington in so hearty a maiiner, that 
every pne present said it was the inost touching scene that could 
be hnagini^.'' 
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thi^ days. The first was unfortunate^ and jet 
your courage was not 'broken. You have l^ad to 
struggle with privations, but you have borne them 
with fortitude. Immovable in adverse fortune,, 
a^r the loss of a bloody battle, you inarche4 
with firmness to fight another, relying on the Gq4 
c^ Battles, and full of confidence in yoqr com? 
manders, ais well as of persevera^ioe in your efforts 
against presumptuous and perjured enemies, intoxi- 
cated with their victory. It was with these sen* 
timents you marched to support the brave Englishi 
who were maintaining the most arduous contest 
with unparalleled resolution. But the hour which 
\vas to decide this great struggle has struck, and 
hfts shown who was to give, the law-r^whether m 
adventurer, or governments who are the friends 
of order. Destiny was still undecided, when you apr 
peared, issuing from the forest which had concealed 
you from the enemy, to attack his rear with that 
coolness, that intrepidity, that confidence, which 
characterizes experieitced soldiers, resolved to 
avenge the reverses they had experienced two days 
before. There, rapid as lightning, you penetrated 
Ws already shaken columns, Nothing could stop 
you in the career of victory. The enemy, in his 
despair, turned his artillery upon you ; but you 
poured death into his ranks, and your progress 
caused in them disorder, dispersion, and at last a 
complete rout. He found himself obliged to aban** 
don to you several hundreds of cannon — and his 
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army u dissolved ! A few-days^ will suiBoe to,an« 
nihilate those pdrjured l^ions who^ were coming 
to consummate the slavery and theiSpoliation of the 
universe. All great commanders^have xegardi^ it .a3u 
impossible immediately to renew the combat with, a 
beaten army ; you have proved that this opinion is 
ill'founded; you have proved- that resolute warriors 
may be- vanquished, but that their Talo^r is npt, 
shaken. Receive, then, my thanks, incomparable 
soldiers^ objects of my esteem! You baye ac^^ 
quired a great reputation. The ^itnals of Europe 
will eternize your triumphs. It is on y^\^ im- 
movable columns of the Prussian monarchy! 
that the destinies of the King and his, august 
house will for ever repose. Never will Erjusi^a 
cease to exist, while your sons and your grand* 

sons resemble you. 

" BlCcher.'* 

Marshal Prince Bliicher continued in march on 
the left of the Sambre, and orossed that river 
on the 19tb, in pursuit of the enemy; and his 
army entered the French territory on the 21st, 
by Beaum6nt *. . .The wrecks of Buonap9.rte's 



* The allied forces which were on their march into France at 
this period, have been estimated as follow : * 

Men. 
The Russian army ' - -"- - - - - - - - - 225^^000 

The Austrian axmy .--• - • - --•• - 250,000 

Carried forward . 475^000 

E P 4 
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army retired upon Laon in the most wretched 
state; and, in addition to its losses in battle,, 
vast numbers deserted continually. On the. 



f 



Men. 

Brought fbrWurd 475,000 

The Pnundan araiy -. -». 150,000. 

The British, Dutch, and Hanovorian.army^ * ,* * ..100,000. 

The Saxons --..--•..-•.- 15,000^ 

The Bayarian army .....•...•• 40,000 
The Wiirtemberg army - - -* - . - -* . i * 12,000 

The cdatiDgeots of the German .Princet * < •">«. ^ dO,000 

The troops of Badm . ^ • i .,-•..« . 10,000 

T«tal 822,000 



Our gallant Veteran issued, at this time, the following pro- 
damation : 

*' Marshal Prince Bliicher to the brare ^elgmils. 

^* My army being on the point of entering the French ter- 
ritory, we cannot leave you, brave Belgians ! without biddmg 
you farewell, and without expressing our Uvdygratitude for 
the hospitality you hav* shown to our. sddicp. We have had 
an opportunity of appreciating^ yoiu; v^rtues-^you are a brave, 
a loyal, and a noble people. At the moment when dagger seemed 
to threaten you, we were, called to giye you aid \ we hastened 
to come, and it was much against our will that we found our-. 
selves compelled, by circumsunces, to await so long the com- 
mencement of tbd contest, which we.sbould have. been glad to 
see begin sooner, ^The presence of our troops has bern bur- 
densome to your country, but we have paid with our blood the 
debt of gratitude which we owe you; andabenevolent|[ovemment 
will find means to indemnify auch of you as haye «uiered the 
most by the quartering of the troops, 

<< Adieu, 
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S4th Marshal Bliicher took possession of St, 
QointiQi after it had been abandoned by the ene-^ 
•my ; arid, by the little resistance that was every 
where made, it was found that it had been im- 
possible for the enemy to collect an army to make 
head against the Allies, and obstruct their direct 
inarch on Paris* The spkit of the French soldiers 
was broken, the infallibility and invincibih'ty of 
their General was no more, and the chase of glory 
was given up at once as an idle dream. 

The Prussians, flushed with victory, pursued 
their rapid march on Paris; their van-guard wa» 
attacked at Villars Coterets on the 28th; but Mar* 
shal Prince Bliicher coming up with the main 
body, the enemy were repulsed with the loss of 6 
pieces of cannon and about 1000 prisoners. Thw- 
small body Of the enemy, on being for&d from off 
the high road from Soissons to Paris, . got upon 
that of Meaux. General Count Bulow fell in with 
them on this road— he briskly attacked them, took 
500 prisoners, and drove the rest across the 



^ ' ** Adieu, brave Belgians ! The remembrance of the hospitable 
reception which you have afforded us^ as well as the recol- 
lection of your virtues, will be eternally engraven on our 
hearts* May the God of peace protect your fine country- 
may he remove from it, for a long period, the troubles of war 
— may you be as happy as you deserve to be ! 
** Head-gmrterSf Merbeu-lc'ChaieaUf Farewell. 

June 21, 1815. BLiJCHER.* 
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Manie. Their shattered remains afterwards got 
into Paris. On the 30th, Marshal Bliicher passed 
' the village of Vertus, and^ moving to bi& rights 
crossed the Seisie at St . Gerav^ia ; continiuB^ 
his ma^rch, he posted his right, pn tlie 3d of July,, 
near Plessis Pique, his left at St Cloud, and his 
reserves at Versailles. The enemy had strj^ngly 
fortified the heights of Montmartre^nd the.towii 
of St Denys; and, by means of the little rivers 
Rouillon and La Vielle Mar, they inundated tlie 
ground on the north side of tha^ toMrn. . The 
heights of Belleville were likewise well forti^ 
fied. Our veteran Hero was poweifully opposed by 
^le enemy in taking the position on the left of .the. 
Seine, particularly on the heights of St, Cloud 
and Meudon; but the gallantry of the Prussism 
troops undA* General Ziethen, surmounted every 
obstacle, and they succeeded, finally^ in establisli^ 
ing themselves on the heights of Meudon, and 
m the village of Issy. Tlio French attacked tjiem 
again in Issy, at three o'clock in the morning, of 
the 3d, but were repulsed with considerable loss; 
and, finding tlmt Paris was then open on its vul-^ 
nerable side, the enemy sent to desire that all 
firing might cease on both banks of the Seine,: 
with A view to the negotiation, at the palace of 
St Cloud, of a military convention between the ' 
armies,, under which the French army should eva^ 
cuate Paris, . i 
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Offio^rs accordingly; iQpt at St Cloudy ajid a 
military convention wsls agreed to a^d ratified 
on the night of the 3d of July 1815, hy the 
Pukeiof Wellington ^ and Marshal Prince Blii^ 
cher^.and^on tlie part of the Frei^ch arna^, by 
the Minister^ at War. This convention dpcidedf 
that the wrecks of the French army were to era- 
cuate Pari3> to^ retire .to the banks of the Ix^ire^ 
and the consequent surrender of Paris a secondl 
time to the Allies, . Louis XVIII. entered th^ ca-* 
pital of his kingdom on the 8tb of July, tbe«samQ 
(day with the British and Prussian forces, 

Their M^esti^s the Emperor of Russia and the 
Kii^g of Prussia arrived on the 10th of July at 
Paris, . . ' . . . ; 

The three corp# of Marshal BliicherV armyi^ 
under the command of Generals Count Biilpw 
andKlei&t, and General von Ziethen, now took up 
tbeiri quarters in the city. * , 

The most extraordinary feature in this occur* 
rcaice, of the entry of the august Allies intp Paris 
fpr the second time as victorsi was, that the na* 
tional guards, formed of, the mass of citizens, 
fthow^d 90 very little enthusiasm and loyal 
feeling. / 

If the restocation of the Bourbons is to prodooe 
peace between ^France and Europe, what other 
pledge can be desired than the unanimity and 
good faith of the French themselves? and what 
better proof could they produce of their sin- 
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ccrity, repentance, and return to civic order and 
domestic virtue, than their standing up, one and 
all, and hailing their King as their deliverer r But 
they received their Sovereign and legitimate Prince 
as tranquilly as if it were a spectade or a proces- 
sion they were daily accustomed to. 

The occupation of Paris by the Allies must 
strengthen the general and sanguine opinion, that 
war and bloodshed are to cease, and that the re* 
storation of the Bourbons is the prelude to a 
durable state of tranquillity amongst the nations 
of Europe. 

Field-marshal Prince Bliicher traversed the ca- 
pital of France, at the head of his victorious 
troops once more as conqueror. His military 
glory had now reached its acme. 

Our Hero's life, as it can be viewed by a distant 
observer, appears to have been an uninterrupted 
series of uncommon events. Distinguished in the 
army at a late period in life, called afterwards 
to the command of that army, advancing in 
promotion and reputation, until he was made a 
General iFieldTmarshal, and selected for a post, 
with the due execution of which, the future 
existence and happiness of his country were inti« 
mately connected ; subsequently rewarded by the 
second dignity of the Prussian realm, the father of 
gallant sons, and, in a vigorous old age, still able 
to feel ^11 the honour and glory of his situation, 
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what has he not experienced of those things 
^hich are supposed to constitute the splendid or 
the solid satisfactions of life? That he may long 
continue to enjoy them, to be the first support of 
the Prussian monarchy , — the terror of its enemies, 
—the pride of his Sovereign, — and the idol of his 
brave troops, is most devoutly to be wished and 
desired. 



THE END, 
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t ' ' . ' ^i ■ ' ' ' > his proefaRnation to* tl» P^nch 

J)eojiile, 286. 31Q, ' ' * ^ '• 
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Blikjier, ReM-roarshal PHoot^ dtf^ati Napolecm nt BrieHne anl 
LaRothi^> 319.323. 

■ A ' ■ ■ . K ■ i ■ ! ' I ■ » bis address to the troc^ idte the 
battle^ 32;. 

■ ' <- M l' ^ t '■' > anecdote of, 328. 

■ ■■ ■■ -*, his march on Paris, 33!^. 

• "■ » . ■ . .1 ■ ' ., his retieat firom Cbampaobert, 

■■ - ■ , his cheering note to the Eoiperor 



«f Ri9amn» 343/ 



Till ii 



'f R ■ J J *" , his manly remarks to the King 
of Prasssia and the £mperor of Russia, 34$. 

> marches Ama Mery to Soissoot, 



3SI4 

■ . ^ . ■ ■ , forms a junction with the corps 

of Billow, Woionzow, and Winzingerode, 351. 

-»■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ , defeats Napoleon at Laon, 353* 



.360L .. 

^ ' . ", arrives with his -army at Chalons 

aad Bheimsk d6S« - ^ 

— * ■*, forms a junction vitb the army 

«f^ th<rConfedienH^|>- and matches to Paris, 368. 

..J ., attacks and carries the en^nqr'S 



linesj^ 376« 

», enters ParUi. S7S* 



■■ " ■ t, visits LoiMiGin« 382. 

» .'.i » f . '■ ! ■ »■!■ , returns to Berlin from his glo^. 



iioQs campaign into France, sgx 

-«-, is again aj^lnted Cogimsnder 



inrchief of the Prussian armies, 398. 

■ » . ' y ■ * ' , his proclamation to the army. 



399. 



Fleurus and Namur, 404. 



-, arrives at Brussels, 400, 

-, concentrates his mrmy, near 



battle of Ligny, 406.' . 
-, his narrow escape, 409* 



421. 



-fl— , victory of Waterloo, 411*- 

Trr-, letter to his lady, 420. 

— -^, his proplanatioa loathe ^rmj. 



ATA. 



-totheBe%ians, 



425. 



b«r" 



as victor^ 428^ 



-, pursues his rapid march on Bemtis, 
-, his second entry into that capital. 
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IHDEX. 

BlfteHer^ Comt FMiicis r<m, «|ie6do(ti of, 13. 

■i. ^-^ soo of Marshal'PfifHse BMbbtTr tX 

^, CcHsnt G«bhardt von^ son of Marshai Pri nc e Biuehefi hdt^ 



Borizoff^ ColoneU partisan exploits oO 137* 

Borstel^ Greneral Ton, his bcrfd and deetsrre conduct, -MCb- - - 

Bubna^ Count cb, b\s inteiriew with Napdcon, i<)7« 

. - ■ , joins the Silesian army with hia corpfj -if 8. 

Billow of Dentiewitz, General Count, commands the 3d eorpft ^ 

the Prussian army^ %. 
* t i , takes Halle by atom, 9^ 

» II I. ...,ii •■ II ■■• ■■•■ iiH ■ 1 ■■ »^ de^sats gfaivhal " 'Ondinot ■ 

near [iuckau^ 13d. 

"^j storms 'the Tiiiage of 'Oross* * 

-*^ his grand movement at'4iio 



Beerenj 192. 



battle of Dennewit«> 199. 



p6nnewifz, S91. 



Hannut, 401. 



"y Domoarus TTiiienuerg,7U4« • 
-^ is created Count B^ow of 

-> is posted widi his edrpa at 



■■ I . , arrives at GembkmiE, 4(M. 
» ' ' ■ ■ ' ■ ■ > falls on the rear of Napo* 

]eon*s right wing, and decides the battle of Waterloo, 415. 
Buonaparte, Napoleon^ anecdotes of« 59,^. 107. igf, iget, 
206. 215. 221. 241. 243. 260. 377, ^76. 377* 384. 386. 

'p <» ' " , passes the Saaie at Weissenfels, 81. 

^— . ^ confounded by the vigorous measures of 

the Allies, 82. 

-w<— ^ his situation after tlie batdp of BautTon^ 



12(8. 

■ I I -^ his ^athy, 130. 



', offers an armisttceio the Allies, ISA. 



,1,-.— — ^.,-_. b-, sends^a flagof tmce-with a.letter to the 

£mperor of Russia^ 135. 
» ■ ^ reaches Lowenbnrg with ))is anc^y by 

forced marches^ 1^7* 
■ ' '■ "' ■ > 1^ repulsc4 near Ooldtierg, by.Alarsba} 

Bliicher, 158. 



-^"^1^., returns to Dresden, |6p. 



176. 



Dresden, 177. 



-, leaves Dresden with his army for Silesia^ 
-J is obliged to trace his steps back to 



-^^ advances again to Bishqpswerda, I80. 
— , is repulsed, and' returns to D r ead e u y \SX% 
^^ hastily leaye^ Dresdeq^ 219. 
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jHuoj^^ttd, M«p(40pa> retreats ioto Lejpsic, 2$§* 

, «— — > quits it in baste, 263. 

A .1 . I , his disorderly flight from Leipsic, 2S1* 

.i n i ' ^- ^ t I" ■ ■ ^ is defeated by Marshal blucher it 

Brienne, SiQ. 
M j ■ -I .1 -*^-, telFeats to Troyes^ 32d. 

Au\?i nr^ . • ■ • ■ • M - I .^ eo4eavour5 to cut off Marshal filucher*ii 
army, 336. , ^ 

tit.Li i - .1 I ■ •> attacks the Prince of WUrtemberg at 

MojMtm^, 345. 
*■■ ■ ■ — -■ ■■■ ■ , leav^ Troyes^ and crosses the Marne^ 

346. 

■ ti.,i I 1 • ■ . -■* — , attacks Prince Schwartzenberg, 364, 

r I I ••• 1 1 \ , is repulsed at Arcts, 365. 

' ^ , i .• ■ -*i*^, $igns an act of abdication> and retires to 

the island of £lba« 386. ' . 

■ - *■ , ^ his escape from Elba> 395/ • 

■ u i . ■ ' ^ reorganizes hts military adher6nts> ^Oi* 

< I 1 - I ..I I M l ■ , leaves Paris, 404. 

u ■ ' ^, his bloody conflicts at Ligny and Les 

Quatre Bras, 406. 

-, is completely beaten out of the field by 



the Duke of Wellington and Prince Blii^her ait Waterloo aod 
La Belle Alllaoce^ 41 It 

c. . ■ 

Carra St. Cyr> General, leaves Haiflburgh with, his troops, 65, 

i «««— , his ferocious cruelty towards. (hp citizens 

• df ftanabdfgb, •»©2. 
Colloredo, General Count, storms the heights ©f Va»4w?nae's 

left wing at Culm, 188. 
Cblomb, Captain von, partisan exploits of, 136. 
CongrevB'sTodcets, jwietdole of, 2&4^ 
Congress at Vientia, 3®;^. 
Cossaeks, attecdoti^s of, 06. ^6&, 260. 

...-.«. ^ intrepidity of the, 13?, 

Gzerlialow, Prince, defeats G^eral Puthod at Zcbten^ 17Q*. 
Czernischefl', General, partisan exploits of, 6i. i37» igs^ 
Culm, battle pf, 186, 187. - ... 



P'Avoust, Marsh^U strength of his corps on the LtjWBf Elbe> 

^«»-. — ,^^ — - — -, his cruel n^easures towards the citizens of 

Hamburgh, isg. 
iH . ., * **■■ . ' > his mefiQoirs, 289. 
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INDfeX. 

D'Avouttj Marshal^ hit insoleace towards the Dake of Welnutf, 
■ 3po. 

I ■ ; intrenchM himself in Hamburgh^ 2§0« 

— , his ferocity towards the Duke of JifeeUea* 
borg-Schwerin, 1^93. 
m. m " p anecdotes of» 2g3, 294. i 

-— >^ his atiocities towards'Haflalmrgb, 13 . 20y» 



299.304. 

, orders the village of Hammr to bo bamt» 901. 
■ ■, his spoliation of the bank of Han9b«rgb> 303. 
', acts of his monstrous cmelty^ 304. 



Dennewitz, battle of^ 199. 

Dolh, Colonel von, is killed, charging at the head of his bngade 

of cavaliy, 134. 
Domberg, General, defeats the French General Mofand, aad 

takes him prisoner, 74. 
Dresden, *battle of, 184. 

Daroc, Marshal, is killed by a cannon-ball, near Napoleon> 129; 
■■ II ■ ■ anecdotes of, 129^ 

E. 
Emanuel, G^eral, [partisan exploits of, 139. 

^. 
lUkeoAiaasen, -Major von, his brilliaat.operatioQ> li^4«, .,., 
Foacb6, Mr. anecdotes of, 378. 

Fratice, King of, makes his public entry into Paris, 388. ; 
Frederick the Great, King of PruBsia,.hislaoe|UQ,jQPtf9,jp Captain 
von Bliicher, •• 

G. ; \ r r - 

Girard, Creneral, defeated by^General HirschfeUtr X95. 

Giolay, General Count, his corps posted at Zschorhfir, 7.32, 

— *, repulses General Bertnud at Lindeoaui 

241. .vr. ^ -. V,- 

Gneisenau, General, Quarter-master-general to the Silesiao mrmy, 
65. And to the army of the Lower Rhine, 398. 

■ , is created Count Gkieisenau, 391. 

■ , pursues the French, 419. 

Gross^Beeren, battle of, 191. 193. 

*— , trophies of the, 194. 

GroBs-Gorschen, village 0^ near which the battle of Lutzen was 
fought, 84. ^ 

Guards, Napoleon's, bayonetted by the Prussians, 417. 
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H. ^ 

Haiieitbwn oiT, taken by storm by General Biilow, gg» 
Hambargh, city.of^ her spirit of independence^ 65. 

■ ■ , her sufferings under General Carra iSt. Cjti 
101. 

and spoliations under the fero<« 



clous d'Avoust, 139. 297, 299, 300. 304. 

Hanati^ battle of, TfJJ. ' 

» *ho town of, audience of the magistrates of, with Napo- 
leon, 27d. 

Hanseatic legion, its formation and glorious efforts, 66. 

Hajmau, the ambuscade of, 131. 

Hellwig, Major, bis partisan exploits, 74. 

Hirsdtfeklt, General^ defeats Genial Girard, 195. 

Hoapitals, French and Russian, anecdotes of the, 324. 

.. - - ♦ I. -^ 

Italy* Viceroy of, is stationed with his army near Magdeburgb, 

67- 

■ — — ., is defeated by General Count Wittgenstein near: 

Meckern, 74. 

■ I ■■ , arriyes on the field of battle at Lutzen, 92, 



K. 

Kdtzbach, the batde^'oxi t&e, anecdotes of, \&l. 164, 165. 167. 

170. , ^ 

Kellei;, Majdr veto, is very near taking Napoleon prisoner, 418. 
"KiAt&r, ^neral, Cdtint of NoUendorf, in Leipsic, 84. 

>, repulses the enemy near Bautzen, 115. 
- ' ' , his corps forms the rear-guard after the battle 

of Bautzen, 126. 
ft M u^ ifetlippoh Vandamroe's rear, I89. 
■■ ■■ ^ \ - '^i" -"f * is created Count Kleist of NoUeadorf, 39I. 
KKek/ Col#nMvD«i; his bfigade opens the battle of Liitzen, 65. 
Kolditz, town of, a severe action takes place between the Prus-' 
'Rads^i»d the Fmncb, 'gg. 

. L.. 

Langeron, General, defeats General Puthpd, and takes hinl pri- 
soner near Lowenburg, 170. 
Lauriston, Genera], marches to Hoyerswerda, 108. 

—— ^— , is defeated by General Barc&y deToUy, 108. 

___ — _ , bis attack on General Barclay de Tolly, 118. 

lieipsic, humane inhabitants of, 94. 
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L^pfic, ^ battle Q& 223< 2a2. 234. 236. 23^. 245. 250. 257* 

——— — . anecdotes of> 258, 259. 262, 263. 2^, 

■■ ■> ■■ , th« city of/ assaulted on all sidf$s by the confederate 

army, 261. 
Les Quatre Bras, a farm, the battle of, 405. 
Lichtenstein, Prince, attacks Marshal Augereau, 220. 
Ligny, village of, the battle of Ligny, 405. 
Llppe-Schanmbtu-g, Prince of, aneolote concerning his tmcleli 

horse, 47. 
Liit)eck plundered by the French, 47. 
Luckan, town of, tne French unable to drive the Prussians out 

of it, 136. 
Liinenburg taken by Greneral Domberg, 74. 
Liitzeo, battle of, 83. ^ ' 

Liitzow, corps of Major von, its fate, 149. 

• M. 

Macdonald, Marshal, takes the command of the army in Silesia, 
.160. ' 

'■■■ • ' M , .^ ^ is completely defeated by Marshal filucfaer^ 
on the Katzbach, 166. 

— ' ■■ ' , his routed corps retreat to Bautzen, 175. 

-, retreats behind Bishopswerda, 178. 



Madatoff, General Prince, his brilliant affair, 177. 
Marmont, Marshal, commands Napoleon's rear-guard, 83. - 
, . ■>,.-.. . ■, . ^ forced to retreat, by the corps of Gen«nl 
Sacken, across the Bober, 1 56. 

-, anecdote of, 225. 



■ ., ^ ^ is defeated by Marshal Bliicher al IVISckerOy 

227. 

-, his corps surprised by Gen^r^ von York« 359*. 



Mecklenburg- Schwerin, the dutchy of, its patriotism^ 100. 

■ — ■■ ' , Prince Gustavus of, his gallantry, lOl* 

Mecklenbui^-Strelitz, Prince Charles of, repulses Marshal Ney^ 
155. 

— ■ ■■■ — ^— . G^oeral Laa^ 

riston, 158. , . 

"■ - ■ — — ' , his conspicuous 'gallantryi 159. 

Meerf<^dt, General Count, his corps posted on the Pleisse, 233.. 

_ ^ — — , — ^ anecdote of, 240- 

Miloradowitsch, General, his corps near Zeitz, 81. 

— ^ — , commands tlie rear-guard of the Kus^ 

sian army, 99. 

■ , the affair at Bisliops^'erda, 100. 

— ' '■ ' — -, repulses the enemy near Bautzen* 115. 

Mock^rn^ village of> battle of^ near L«ipsic^ 226. 
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Morand^ Greneral^ defeated and taken pfiaoner by Qei^ai ttoCtf 

berg, 74. 
MiiffliQg^ General von> appointed Quarter- master-general to the 

Prusflian corps under General Count Kleist in the Netherlaodfi^ 

392. •> 

Murat, Marshal, is repulsed by Coutit tahlen, 220. 

: — , anecdotes of, .48. 222. 

Mutins, Colonel von, commands the rear-guard near Haynao^ 

131. 

N. 

iJey, Marshal, is repulsed by Oraeral Count York of Warten^ 

berg, loa. 
_ — — ^ . — , hia attack on General Barclay de To%> liSa - 

■ , marches bis army to Lowenburg, 155. 

— , retreats through Bunzlau, 157, 

— — ■ . , takes the command of Marshal Oudinot*s armr- 

197. 

— -T , is defeated, with great loss, near Dennevwtz, 263* 

— , crosses the Elbe with the wrecks of his afmy,lifl3^ 

Nostitz, General, charges at the head of the Austrian euirassien 

at the battle of Leipsic, 237. 

O. . 

Oesterman, General, is posted at Konigstein, 185. 

.*-.—_ ^^ repulses Vandamme, 186. 

OUu&eff, General, his gallantry in defending Brienne, 319. 
Orange, Prince William of, repulses Marshal Ney at Les Quatre 

Brag, 405. 
Oudhiot,. Marshal, k defeated by General Couot ^ulow at Luck- 

au, 136. 

•—— : -r— *-, menaces the Mark, 153. 

■■'■"" " ' '■ , marches with his army on Berlin, 190. 
-" ' ^ -^ loses the battle of Gross-Beeren, 194. 

P. 
Pihlen, General Count, repulses Marshal Murat, 200 
Pecheux, General, is defeated by General Wallmoden at Gorde^ 

295. 
Foniatowsky, General, bifl cdrps marches from Zittau, 175. 

, is repulsed near Lcibau, 177. 

— '"^ — "—— • — *- — — y and crosses the Elbe to Peaig, 1S2. 
Prussia, armaments of, the landwehr, 148. 
Prussia King of, his letters to Marshal Bliicher, l6> 17. 211. 
-, anecdote of the, 124. 



-, enters Paris, 383. 



", his proclamation to bis subjects^ 389, 3S7- 
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httulBt, Prince WiBittm of^ imctMBrtfial Biucher, Hig. 
Russian battalions^ loss of some> at the ^battle of Gross-Bednetlii 

tgs. ■ • ... . ^ ■! .' - .- -.^_„_ 

Pttthod^ Oenerah is defeated by General Langeront and iaken 

prisopef^ at.P^;witK> 170. 

, . a. . 

l^ichenbacii. Tillage ot the rear-guard affair of the, ii^. ^^ 
Kheims, the city of, carried hy General St. Priest, 3d2. 

, bccupied by Na^ol^6tf; siOH. 

Bussiand, ihe^ anecdotes ot, 324. ' . ' ^ ' 

Budcxewitz, General,, takes the whole of Marshal MacdonaI3*s 
fidd equipage^ and ih^ li^Uitdry-*chest bflils afmy^ 154. 



Sacken, General von, forces Marshal Mannont ta retreat over 

theBober, 156. 
I^ons, a corps of, come over to the Allies, 254. . 
$axoDy> the King of, receives a npte from Napoleon, 24^. ^ 

, offers terms of capitulation to the Emperor 
of Russia, 242. 

' , pays a visit to the Crown Prince of Sweden, 



242. 

Schwartzenberg, Prince of, takes the comoiana o{ ^ihfi jnaha 

allied army, 152. :^ , 

^ / ■ M . I 1 ' , defeats Vandamme at Culm, i9^« \ 

m ■ . — , his head-quarters at Pegau, l23. 

, bis proclamaticju^to^the confeH^rati^ 



army, 232. 



374. 



-, marches to Paris, 37 1. '^ ' 

-, attacks and carries the enemy*8 Iines^ 

-, enters Paris, 378. 



St. Priest, General, crosses the Neisse with his corps, 17^». ' ' 

_— — _^ ^ attacks Poniatowsky at Lobau, 177. 

^, forces the passage of the Spree, 178. 
'-—--, charges the rear-guard of Macdonald's corps^ 



179. 

. ■ J -— , attacks {Ihefms, 352. 

-, is severdy wounded, 302. 



Sweden, the Crown Prinie of, posts his army in die Mark^. 
153. 

■ I I. ' • 1.1 •• I ' ■■ , takes u^ a position Between Sfeck« 
knborg and the Elbe, 184. 

takes up a position witli his army 



between Spandau and Berlin^ igo. 
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Sweden, liid^tltovhi Fl^itee of> gaitts tberWiM'^Df Ontts-daeidii 

■■ - • '■— , fixes his bead-quarten at R^tett* 

■ > is atUU^ci by Marshal Nejr, 197* 

-, defeats hicn at Dennewitz^ 202^ 



'•, iSkrovfs a bridge over the Elbe at 
Eosslao, 203, . ; ,. . 

", forms a Junction n^it^ Marshal 



Bliicher at Bi^^itenfel^^ ^^g. 
_—__—::.-. — ;- :/ anecdotes of, 103, 229. 

■ J . J I , ■! . ■ — , his memoirs^ 267. 

-» pj^rsuQs d'Avoust under the walls 



.«f Hamburgh', sfg6. 



T. 



191* 



Talleyrand, t*rince 6f Benevcnto, anecdote of, 37IB. 
Tauenzien, Greperal, commands a Prussian corps neat Miinchen«* 

burg, 153, ' ? \ ^ ' , 

— — ' ■-, Torm$ a junction With Marshal BlScher, 

182. 

jt concentrates his corps near Blantenfelde, 

■■I ■ -, commands the 4th corps of the Prussian 
aftny, 63. 

■ j^^ — '<^— — , anecdote o^ 19S. 

■ n' ^itj" ' ' ' ■ , ' is created Count Tauenzlen of WittenHer^, 
. 39ir,/ 

Yettenborn, General, enters tiamburgh at the head of a corps of 

Bussiani, 6$. 
" ■ ' ' •■ ' , his reception there, 66, 

" ' '^ ' ' ' «, is obliged to evacuate it, 142. 
Thielman, General,, anecdotes of, 78« _ 

ToplitsSp. town of, the h^ad-qu^ters of the Ihree allied Monarclis]^ 

1S9. : / ' 

Victor, IVfarshal, takes position at Freiburg, 182. 
Vandamm^ General, aoecdotes^ofj 141. ,, 
t ■ ' ■ ■ ^ '^ bombard^ Hamburgh, .141. . 

J ' . ^'" • -'' "! L Til' ^^ ^ <yosses Uie^bc> and n^rghes to Pltiia, 

ids. * * 



prisoner,, I87. ^ 



-, porsq^ General Oestermann, 18R 

-, 18 totally Seated at Calm, and taken 
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Watlrtatt, cloister and tatage of, near Lieghtte, If. 
Wallmoden, General, defeats General Pecheux, at Gord^> 2gl: 

Waterloo, a village, battle of Watertoo, 412; " - 

WdlingtOD, Duke of, arrives at Brtrssels, 400r - • - 

J- his victory atWaterioo, 412; 

"VVrnzingerode, General Count, commands the vati^gtmrd ot 
Marshal BKicher's army, 64. 

. i anecdote of, 64. 

Wittgenstekii General Count, blockades Magdeburgfa -^i^ kit 

corps,. 65. 

- ^--- -^ crosses the Elbe, 66, 

i,._._— — — — — i^, gains the battle of Meckern, 7^. 

, marches towards Leipsic, 76« 

-*•, appointed commander-iti-chief of 



the allied army, 82. , . ■ ■ . , 

-, assembles his army at Zweckau^ 



and marches to Gross-Gorschen, 83. 

,. ■ , repulses Napoleon at the battle of 



Liitzen, 88. 

^, retreats to Baulzen, and takes up 



a position there, 104. , , , i. 

, his dispositions at the battle of 



Bautzen, 118* ., . ^ 

., tetreats to Scbweidnitz, 1*20.' 



Woroniow, General, partisan exploits of, 138 

h-" - i his corps storms La Villette, 375. 

Wrede, General Prince> signs a convention with Prince Reoss^^ 

207. ., t. « 

_- - marches at the head of the Bavarian 

army to Hanau> 270. 

' ■ -, his memoirs, 27^* 

^ - — ; • , defeats Napoleon at Hanau, :l,77\ 

-^„ ^ advances with his corps to BrieBn«> 



325. 

-, driven the French into Troyes, 303. 



Wiirtemberg, Prince Eugene of, falls with his corps on the left 
flank of Napoieon^t army^^ 91. ^ 

Y. 

"York of Wartenberg, General Count, tafces up iieutral garters 

k with bis coTfa, ^1. 

,, I - - ~ , commands the second corps 

of the Prussian army, 63. 

■ 'm ■ -.fni m- , repulses Marshal Ney, 



108. 
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York of Wartenberg, General County his gallantry in repolsiiif 
Marshal Macdonald at Chalops^ 331. 

■ : > surpriseg Marshal Mar« 



roont*s corps, dS^ 



Wartenberg, 39 1. 



tiege, 39X. 



-« is created Count York of 
-, is appointed goTeropr «( 
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JIXPLANATION 

THE MAP OF GERMANY, 
£NG^Avt;i> fon blucher's campaigns. 



^. The Blue Line marks Bliicher'f Miircb from SOesia to thfi 
Rhine) i^d, into France^ 

B. The Green and Yellow Line marks the Line of Demarcation 
during th^ Armistice, concluded on th6 4th of June, 
^nd denoqpced on the 18th of August. 

C* Blue, Green^ Orange, Yellow, and Re^ Battalions, mar^ 
fl^e Positions of the P^oasum, Russian, Austrian, Swedish, 
and French Ainiiies during the Armistice. 

p. Coloiired Purple, neutra} Ground during the 4™^tice. 

1. Between a Red and ^ Blue Hagu Blugher'^ famous Passage 

oyer the Elbe at Wartenberg, 

2. mUcher's Passage over the Rhine^ on the ls( of jfanuarj 

|814. 
S. The Battle o^Liitzen, fought May 2d, 1813. 

4. The Battle of Bautzen, fought May 20th, 1813, 

5. Blilcher's Ambuscade at Haynau, May 26th, 1813. 

f • The Prussian General von Bulow repulses the Erench at 
Luckau, ^une Ist, 1813. 

7. The Battle of Grqss-Beeren, fought August 22d, 1813. 

8. The Battle Qn the Katzbach, fought August 26th, 1813. 

9. The Battle of Dresden, fought August 26th and 27th, 181S» 
10^ The Battle of Dennewitz, fought September 5th, 1813. 

11. The Battle of Culm, fought August 30th, 1813. 

12. The Battle of Wartenberg, fought October Sd, 1813, 

13: The Battle of Leipsic, fought October 16th, 17(h, 18th, and 

19th, 1813. 
14. The Battle of Hanau, fought October 28th, 1813. 
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LIST OF PLATE«|, 

Portrait of Ptince Bi.uchsS| tafaee the '2^ 
V Plan of tlie Qattle of Lutzkhv 

Plan of the Battle of Bautzek. 

plan of the Battle of Culm. 

plan of the Ambuscade of Hatnau. 

Plan of the Battle of Dresden, 

Plaii of tl^ Battle on fhe Katzbacb. 

Flan of the Battles of Dbkniwitz and WARTEi^Eaoi 

Plan of thjs Ba^e of Gaoisa-BBEREN. 
^pians of the Battle of Leipsic* 

The above Plans are to hs separatdy inserted in Signature 
^f opposite t9 their respective Pages of Explanation, 
tckich contain the Letters of Befi^renoe, a a; bi,. 
&0. 

jPlan of the Battle of WajerloQi X.es Quatre Bras, and! 
L10NT9 to/ace Page 405. 

I^AP of Germany, to Jace its Letterpress Ezplana^on, tthidk 
infmediately precedes this Page^ 
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1, EI.LIOTPS LIFE OF WELLINGTON. 

Jn one large Volume, Octavo, embellished with, i. An elegant Bust of the 
Duke of Wellington ; ?. The Armorial Bearings of His Grace ; 3, An ac- 
tuate Map of the Pieniasula ; Price 14s. in Boards ^ 

THE LIFE 

0? THE MOST NOBLE 

ARTHUR. DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 

From the Period of his first Achievements in India, down to his [nvasion of 
France, and the Peace of Paris in 1814. Comj>r^en(ling not only the per- 
sonal Memoirs of th^t illustrious H^ro, but including, likewise, an Historical 
View of the Origin, Progressj and Tcrn^ination of the Peninsula War ; also, 
|he Civil and Military Traiisactioiis in Spain and Portugal, from th? Attempt 
of Btionapartetfr subjugate those Countries, to their complete Liberation by 
Hi« Grace's victorious Arms. Together with BiogiqphicaP Ni)tice3 of emine^t 
COTitemporary Military Characters. Tht? Whole exhibiting a connected and 
ample pclineation of all the great and memorable Events of the last Six Years, 
By GliORGE ELLIOTT, Esq. 

2, TRONCHErS GUIDE TO PARISL 

Price 6s. \ 

PICTURE OF PARIS ; 

Being 3 complete Guide to all the Public Buildings and Curiosities in that 
Metropolis; to which is added an At- maw ack of the Pleasures of Paris 
in Winter and Summer ; containing a full Account of all the Theatres^ Places 
of Amusement, Balls, Fetes, &c. &c. at Paris, and in its Environs : accotmi 
pani^d with Six Descriptive Routes from the Coast to Paris, and full Direc* 
tions to Strangers on their first Arrival in that Capital. Embellbhed with a 
coffrect Map of the various Routes, a Plan of Paris, Views erf Public Bailding^, 
and other imeresting Plates. ' * 

By LOUIS TRONCHET. 

B. CAMPBELL'S BELGIAN TRAVELLER, 

A ^wk particularly uitereeting to till Persons about to visit those Parts of the 

Continent to which it relates. 

Price 75. Boards, illustrated with correct Mapa» 

THE TRAVELLER'S COMPLETE GUIDE 

THROUGH 

Belgmmy Holland, Flanders, and Germany; 

Contaioning a particular Account of alt the Public Buildings, Places of Auuis^ 
ment, and Curiosities ; with accurate Tables of Distances in English Mite& 
from one Town to another ; the best In as pointed out, and a Descr^on of 
cuery Thing worthy the Attention of Gentlemen, Lovers of the Fine Arte, 
aod Travellers in general. 

By CHARLES CAMPBELL, Esq,- 

4. THE TiFE OF 

BARON FREDERICK TRENCK; 

Containing his Adventures, his cruel and excessive Sufferings, during Tea 
Years* Imprisonment, at the Fortress of Magdeburg, by Command of the 
late King of Prussia ; al.<;o Anecdotes, Historical, Political, and Personal. 
Translated from the German, 

5y THOMAS HOLCROFT. 
'^\'^ By means of a small type, but beautifully distinct, the whol« of the 
three volumes are included in the above. Price 6s. Boards. 
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